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This invention relates to a keyboard, and more par-
ticularly to a gauge device for a keyboard. -

The object of the invention is to provide a keyboard
which is adapted to be used for supporting a plurality
of key blanks, and wherein the keyboard is provided with
a plurality of slots or holes, the slots conforming in con-
figuration or contour to the adjacent key blanks which
are supported.

A still further object of the invention is to provide a
keyboard which is adapted to be used for supporting a
plurality of key blanks, and wherein the key blanks are
arranged in groups according to their particular configura-
tion, the keyboard of the present invention being provided
with a plurality of slots, the slots being arranged adja-
cent to the key blanks, and wherein the slots conform
in configuration to the adjacent key blanks, so that when
a person wishes a duplicate key made from a key blank,
then the duplicate key can be inserted in one of the slots
s0 as to make sure that the key fits in the particular slot,
and this has the practical effect of insuring that the proper
shape or size of key blank will be used when making the
duplicate key.

‘A further object of the invention is to provide a key-
board or support member which is extremely sxmple and
inexpensive to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent during
the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part of this
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application, and in which like numerals are used to desig- .

nate like parts throughout the same:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary front elevational view il-
lustrating the key supporting board of the present inven-
tion.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 2—2
of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3—3
of Figure 2.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the numeral 10
indicates a board or support member which is adapted to
be used for supporting a plurality of key blanks such as
the key blanks 15. The board 10 is adapted to be secured
to a supporting structure 11 which may be a wall or the
like, and the board 10 is connected to the supporting struc-
ture 11 through the medinm of securing elements such
as the screws 12. Spacer washers 13 are adapted to be
interposed or positioned between the board 10 and the
supporting structure 11,

Extending outwardly from the board 10 and secured
thereto is a plurality of pegs 14, and the pegs 14 serve
to support the key blanks 15 from which duplicate keys
are adapted to be made. 1t is to be noted from the draw-
ings, that the key blanks 15 are arranged in groups, so
that each group is adapted to consist of key blanks of
a pa.rtlcular configuration or contour. Thus, the key
blanks in one group differ in conﬁguratlon from the key
blanks in another group.

Arranged above each of the pegs 14 is a slot or hole
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16, and as shown in Figure 1 for example, the slots 16
conform in configuration to the key blanks 15 which
are supported therebelow. In Figure 3, the numeral -17
indicates in broken lines a key which is adapted to be in-
serted in a particular slot 16, as for example, when a
person is getting a duplicate key made to correspond to
the key 17. By inserting the key 17 into the slot 16,
the key maker can readily ascertain whether or not the
proper key blank 15 is being used for making the dupli-
cate key, since the key slots 16 correspond in cross sec-
tional configuration to the key blanks 15 supported there-
below or contiguous thereto.

From the foregoing, it is apparent that there has been
provided a board which is adapted to be used for hold-
ing key blanks so that there will be less likelihood of a
duplicate key being made from the wrong key blank.
As shown in Figure 1, a plurality of key blanks 15 are
adapted to be supported on the pegs 14 which extend out-
wardly from the board 1€, and the blanks 15 are ar-
ranged in groups as shown in Figure 2 for example, and
the key blanks in each group have different configura-
tions or cross section from each other. Arranged above
each of the pegs 14 is a slot 16, and the slots 16 have
the same cross section or contour as the cross section
of the key blanks 15 supported therebelow. Thus, when
a person wishes a duplicate key made, he merely hands
the key to be duplicated to the key maker, and such a
key is indicated by the numeral 17 in broken lines in
Figure 3. The key 17 to be duplicated is then inserted
into the slots 16, and when the proper slot 16 is found
which conforms to the key 17, then the key maker knows
that the proper size or shape of key blank 15 is there-
below. Thus, the possibility of making the duplicate
key from the wrong key blank is eliminated.

The parts can be made of any suitable material and
in different shapes or sizes.

Thus, it will be seen that there has been provided a
board for use in making duplicate keys. Over each peg
14 on which duplicate key blanks 15 are placed to be
ground out by the maker of duplicate keys, is placed or
arranged a slot 16 in which the particular duplicate key
blank will fit. The purpose of this slot 16 is as previ-
ously stated. Thus, due to the multiplicity of keys, the
key maker in the past has often made keys from blanks
which would not fit into the keyhole. With the keyhole
blank, a person who has the key which he wants dupli-
cated, would hand the key to the person who is to make
the key. The key maker then fits the key such as the
key 17 into the slot 16 before taking the blank 15 from
the peg 14 underneath the slot 16. In that way, when
the customer obtained the new key to duplicate the one
which he was using as a model, it will always fit into the
keyhole.

I claim:

A duplicate key gauge comprising a body member
adapted to be arranged contiguous to a supporting struc-
ture, securing elements for connecting said body member
to said supporting structure, said body member defining
a board for supporting key blanks, spacer members
adapted to be interposed between said board and support-
ing structure, a plurality of pegs extending outwardly
from said board and secured thereto, the free ends of
the pegs being curved upwardly so as to help prevent
accidental separation of the key blanks from the pegs, the
other ends of the pegs being of reduced size and being
secured to the board, said pegs adapted to be received
in apertures in said key blanks, each peg adapted to re-
ceive a group of key blanks of a particular conﬁguratxon
and wherein the key blanks in one group differ in con-
figuration from the key blanks in another group, there
being a plurality of aligned slots in said board, each of
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said slots being above, near to and aligned with ‘oﬁe of

said pegs, each of said slots having a-configuration which
_ corresponds to the configuration of the adjacent key
" blanks whereby by inserting a key into a slot, the key

maker ‘can readily ascertain whether or not the- proper 8

:key ‘blank is ‘being used for making a duplicate key, since
the -key slots correspond in eross-section-or conﬁguratlon
w1th the ad;acent key: bIanks
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