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My invention relates to door latches, being
designed primarily to form an effective latch
wherein the operating handle of the latch
forms a suitable engaging handle for open-

5 ing the door and is rigidly secured with the
latch proper. By means of this simple con-
struction the latch is disengaged from the
keeper by engaging the handle and pressing
downward and while in this depressed posi-

10 tion of the handle orelevated position of the
~ latch the door may be opened by an out-

ward pull of the handle. In a simple con-

struction of a latch of this nature it is very
desirable to have an effective fastening means

16 which is adaptable to refrigerators or other

uses where a latch of this nature is desired
in connection with a closure and particularly

a fastener designed so that it can be used

for large or small refrigerators with equal

20 effectiveness and which will not get out of
order.

A further object of the invention is in fas-
tening means for preventing the operstion
of the latch, which may be made of sufficient

5 strength to insure its practical use and par-
ticularly for the reason that in & latch of
this nature considerable leverage can be se-
cured by the operating handle.
- The fastener is primarily designed with
stop means which is pivoted in a manner to
be swung into the path of operation of the
operating handle to preveni the downward
movement of the same, or the stop means can
be moved out of position to allow the free
operation of the latch operating handle.

A further object is to provide means for
holding the stop out of engagement with the
hendle or in position to engage the handle
to prevent its operation. The stop is adapt-
ed to form suitable means for supporting
lock when out of handle engaging position,
which feature is important, particularly, ag
it iz an essential object of the invention to
provide means for holding the fastener to
prevent its loss when disengaged from the
operating handle. This construction pro-
vides means wherein a separate lock can be
used to engage the operating handle and
stop in a manner to lock the same together
with the stop means positioned in the path
of movement of the handle to prevent the
operation of the same. It is of primary im-
portance in this invention to provide means
te prevent any movement of the latch in
direction to disengage it from the keeper,
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The full objects and advantages of my in-
vention will appear in connection with the
detailed description thereof and are partic-
ularly pointed out in the claims,

. In the drawings illustrating the applica-
tion of my invention in one form — - -

Fig. 17is a side elevation showing the
latch held in locked position by a pad-lock
of ordinary construction. )

Fig. 2 is a top plan view showing a pad-
lock, the stop lever out of engagement with
the latch, ’

E iﬁ' 3 is a side elevation showing the latch
raised out of engagement with the keeper.

. Fig. 4is a top plan view showing the parts
in 13 position for the attachment of g pad-
ock,

In carrying out my invention I provide a
swinging arm A which terminates at one of
its ends in a handle 10. The swinging arm
A.is pivoted within a fastener casing 11 upon
a stud 12 upon which the arm swings slightly
upward and downward. This fastenor cas-
ing is secured adjacent the edge of the re-
frigerator door by fastening members 13,
The arm A is constructed af its outer end to
engage a keeper 14 secured near the edge of
the door casing. The keeper 14 is formed
with an outwardly projecting lip 15 curved
downwardly and adapted to he engaged by
an anti-friction roller 16 journalled in the
outer end 18 of the swinging arm A to facil-
itate the arm being pushed over the shoulder
of the keeper in closing the door. The arm
is pressed downward by & coiled spring 17
and is thus constantly held in place in the
keeper under a yielding pressure when the
door is closed to prevent the accidental dis-
placement of the same.

The handle 10 is formed with g laterally
extending ear 18 which acts as 2 stop for
prevemtinﬁ pivotal movement of the swing-
mg arm A when the same is engaged by a
stop lever 19 secured to the fastoner casing
11, The lever 19 is pivoted between ears 100
20 extending laterally from the Tastener cas-
Ing and is adapted to swing towards and
away Irom the handle 10. When the stop
lever 19 is swung towards the handle 10 it
engages underneath the ear 18 thereby pre- 105
venting downward movement of the handle
10 so as to keep the outer end 17 of the
lateh in engagement with the keeper 14 to
hold the door in fastened position. The ear
18 is provided with an aperature 21 which 110
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registers with a similar aperture 22 formed
in the lever 19 and both of these apertures
are of a sufficient size to receive the shackle
23 of a pad-lock of ordinary construction to
provide means for holding the latch in locked
position. The lever 19 is formed with op-
positely extending cam surfaces 24 which are
adapted to engage a spring ‘member 25 se-
cured to the fastener casing 10 to provide
means for holding the stop lever in proper
osition when out of engagement with the
Ea.ndle or in position to engage the handle
to prevent its operation. N
is form of )atch is very adaptable to re-
frigerators of all types, but it is obvious that

it can be used for other purposes, the essen-
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tial feature of the invention being in means
adapted to be positioned in the path of oper-
ating movement of the latch or operating

handle and means for locking the stop to the -

latch to positively prevent operating move-
ment of the latch. S

I claim:

1. In a device of the class described, a
fastener casing and a latch pivoted to said
fastener casing, a keeper adapted to be en-
gaged by said latch, a stop lever pivoted
to said fastener casing adapted to hold said
latch inoperative when .said lever is swung
into engagement with said latch.

2. A refrigerator fastener comprisin% a
fastener casing, a latch pivoted to said fas-
tener casing, a keeper adapted to be engaged
by said latch, a stop lever pivoted to said
fastener casing adapted to engage said latch
to hold the same against opening movement.

3. A latch fastener including a keeper,
a casing, means secured to said casing adapt-
ed to form a stop to prevent disengagement
of the latch from the keeper, said means
being pivotally held to be swung out of or
into the path of operation of said latch to
allow said latch to be disengaged from or
locked in engagement with said keeper.

4. A latch fastener in combination with a
keeper including an.operating handle and a
stop associated therewith in a manner to be
swung beneath said handle, said stop being
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adapted to be engaged by & padlock to se-
cure the same to the latch to lock the latch
against disengagement from the keeper.

5. A fastener including a pivoted spring
operated latch, a keeper for said latch, an
operating handle on said latch, an eye
formed in said handle, and a pivoted stop
lever adapted to swing into position to regis-
ter with the eye on said handle in & manner
to receive a pad-lock for locking the latch
into engagement with said keeper.

6. A fastener including a lever handle
latch, a spring for holding said latch into
operative position, a keeper, a lug project-
ing from the handle portion of said latch
having an opening therein and a lug adapted
to swing in a horizontal plane into or out of
engagement with said lug and having an
opening adapted to coincide with the open-
ing in said lug when the same are register-
ing with each other to receive a pad-lock for
the purposes specified.

7. A fastener including a supporting cas-
ing, a latch lever pivoted to said casing, a
keeper, a stop lug pivoted to swing in a hori-
zontal plane into engagement with the han-
dle end of said latch and spring means
adapted to hold said stop lug into position
to engage the handle of said latch in or out
of engagement therewith.

8. i fastener including a latch lever, a
casing adapted to pivotally support said
latch, a keeper, a stop lug pivoted to said
casing in a manner to swing in a horizontal
plane and a lug projecting from said latch
lever and spring means adapted to hold said
stop lug into or out of engagement with said
latch lever lug to hold or release the latch
lever for the purpose specified.

9. In a device of the class described, a
pivoted latch member, a handle thereon, a

-pivoted member adapted to swing into the
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ath of movement of said handle, cam sur-

aces upon said pivoted member and a
spring cooperating with said cam surfaces
to hold said pivoted member in operative or
inoperative position.
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