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game itself demands a large area in which to be 

6 Claims. 
My invention relates to a game apparatus, and 

more particularly to apparatus of the nature of 
the So-called throwing and catching type of game. 
One of the undesirable characteristics of a 

number of present-day games is that the game 
embodies the use of apparatus which is compli 
cated in form and in which a great number of 
rules must be kept in mind to enjoy the game so 
that a great deal of relaxaticn with this type 
of game is impossible. Again, a number of such 
games embody apparatus which must be used for 
a considerable length of time in order to complete 
the game and determine its final Scoring Value. 
This is a detriment rather than a help to those 
people who in a short length of time wish to 
enjoy some game form of relaxation and, accord 
ingly, it is one of the objects of Iny invention to 
provide an apparatus which is simple in form and 
with which games may be played without the dis 
advantages of complicated rulings. 

Again, one of the objects of playing games and 
possibly wherein lies its chief appeal is the fact 
that in addition to providing an enjoyable forn 
of relaxation, the game also tends to develop a 
person's sense of skill, alertness and accuracy. 
In addition to these developments, a game usually 
appeals to the universal desire to be "a Winner' 
and, accordingly, it is an object of my invention 
to provide an apparatus by means of which a 
game which develops skill, mental alertness and 
provides relaxation as Well as having an appeal 
to the desire for Winning. 
Another undesirable feature of many of the 

present-day games is the fact that they provide 
a form of exercise which is either too rigorous for 
the average person who is untrained, or they fail 
to provide any physical exercise whatsoever. 
Accordingly, a game apparatus which offers 
physical relaxation and exercise of a mild form 
as well as mental relaxation is highly desirable 
and accordingly, it is another of the objects of 
my invention to provide an apparatus by means 
of which a mild form of exercise may be obtained. 
In addition to providing relaxation and exer 

cise for a person indulging in or playing a game, 
there is also desirable that a game be adaptable 
for group or team action and, accordingly, it is 
another of the objects of my invention to provide 
an apparatus by means of which the individuals 
playing the game may play individually or as a 
team, and in which a number of people may in 
dulgesimultaneously. - 

Apparatus for physical exercise, especially that 
adaptable for use by a number of persons simul 
taneously is usually either bulky in form or the 

the hub, then an apparatus may be 
approximates the shape of a star. The use 

each of the individual member 

played. Baseball, football, tennis, etc., are ex 
amples of games which, although the apparatus 
itself is not complicated, there is necessitated a 
large playing area which is prohibitive in the 5 
case of indoor indulgence or playing on ship. 
board, etc. Accordingly, it is another object of 
my invention to provide apparatus in which not 
only the aforementioned objects are carried out, 
but also may be indulged in in a comparatively 10 
small area as, for instance, a portion of a deck 
of a ship, a play-room, or other comparatively 
Small areas. rt. 
The apparatus in general consists of a hu 

member around which is disposed a number of lis 
arms which emanate radially from the hub. 
These arms may be spaced about the hub either 
Symmetrically or unsymmetrically, that is to say, 
the points where the arms join the hub. 
ber may be spaced equi-distant from eac 
or irregularly. At a position on each of the ar. 
which preferably but not necessarily at the ex 
tremity thereof remote from the extremity where 
the arm joins the hub is joined to a member which 
is adaptable to be grasped by the user. wise, 25 
these members may be regular figures, as for 
instance, spheres or ellipsoids, or distorted forms 
of each. It will be appreciated that 
number of modifications of forms may 
all of which may present a surface which may be 
readily grasped by the person using the appare 
tus. These latter members may be mai 
indices which are representative of variou 
or they may be colored in fashions which differ 
each color being indicative of some particular 
Score. If it be assumed that the radial arms it 
are regularly Spaced around the hub member and 
that, for instance, an ellipsoidal shaped member 
is joined to the airn at the extremity thereof . 
mote from the position at which the arm 

grasp one of these members and by throwi 
the apparatus towards another user will npart 
a rotary motion about the hub so that the other 
user will have to catch one of the members posi 
tioned at the end of the arm. Them 
he catches will depend to a degr 
and accuracy in picking out the 
sentative of the higher score. A gro 
may throw the object around in se 
sequentially, and the users may 
each amongst themselves and the sco ...U 
team may be found by the additive scores of 

O 
. 

  

  

  

  



0 

5 

2 
the apparatus is not caught by the person to 
whom it is thrown, then his score Would be Zero. 
In this manner, a mild form of exercise as well 
as a development of alertness and skill is ob 
tained. 
My invention will best be understood by refer 

ence to the figures in which 
Fig. 1 shows one embodiment of my invention, 
Fig. 2 shows a second embodiment of my in 

vention, and 
Fig. 3 is another embodiment of my invention. 
Referring to Fig. , there is shown a hub men 

ber 0 containing recesses and fitting into each 
of these recesses is an arm 2. Positioned on each 
of the arms 2 is a member 3 which is adapted 
to form a surface which may be grasped by the 
user. The members 3 are preferably, but not 
necessarily, positioned at the extremity of the 
arms 2 remote from the point at which these 

20 In embers join the hub member. The members 
f3 in this figure are formed by Spheres, but it 
will be appreciated that they are not necessarily 
limited to this shape. In this figure, each of the 
members 2 is spaced equi-distant from each 
other around the hub member 0 but, as shown 
hereinafter in Fig. 2, this is not at all necessary. 

It should be borne in mind that the term 
“joined' does not necessarily mean "fastened to' 
in the sense that the members are separate and 
distinct from each other as for instance, it is 
quite possible to form the hub member 10, the arm 
members 2, and the members 3, the latter 
which are adapted to be grasped by the use in 
throwing the game apparatus about, or from 
either a solid rubber construction, for instance, or 
each of the members, namely, the hub, the radial 
arms and the grasped members from a single 
hollow construction which may be inflated 
through a valve 5. In this manner the other 
wise flat arrangement may be inflated to any 
desired extent So as to form an apparatus which 
varies in size. The figures of the drawings are ill 
lustrative of the theory, and it will be appreciated 
that there may be a considerable number of 
modifications thereof. 

Referring to Fig. 2, there is shown another 
embodiment in which a hub member 2) has a 
number of arm members 22 extending radially 

s: therefrom, and it will be noted that these nem 
so 
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bers are not only irregularly spaced around the 
periphery of the hub member but also these 
members are unequal in length. In this figure, 
the members 23 which are adapted to be grasped 
by the user in throwing the object are forms of 
ellipsoids. 
In Fig. 1, the arrangement is shown so that the 

arm members fit Snugly into the recesses of the 
hub whereas in Fig. 2 these members are shown 
as Screw-threaded members. 

In each case, there may be printed indicia, of 
the score on each of the arm members as shown 
by the figures,-, 2, 3, 4, 5 on Fig. 1, and the 
printed numerals 0, 20, 3, 40, 59 in Fig. 2. Like 
wise, the embodiment shown in Fig. 2 may be of 
a hollow rubber construction so that it may be 
one continuous arrangement and may be inflated 
through a valve 25. 
With the separate piece arrangement it is also 

possible to remove either the spherically shaped 
member shown in Fig. 1 or the ellipsoids shown 
in Fig. 2, and Which may of themselves be used 
Separately as a ball or object to be thrown. 

Referring to Fig. 3, there is shown another 
- embodiment of my invention in which the ap 

paratus is made of a hollow, moulded, soft rubber 

2,187,493 
construction which may be inflated. The hub 
member 30 has joined thereto the arms 3 and 
the members 32, the latter forming the surfaces 
adapted to be grasped by the user and on which 
is marked the indicia of score either in the form 
of numbers or by means of variations in color. 
When deflated, the apparatus is comparatively 
flat as, for instance, the inner bladder to a foot 
ball, but the apparatus may be inflated to any 
desired degree through member 33 and, after 
inflation, this member may be crimped or folded 
to prevent escape of the air and then inserted 
in the slot 34. It is obvious, of course, that the 
slot 34 comprises a patch so-to-speak on the sur 
face of the hub and does not in any sense allow 

... the escape of air from the inside of the device. 
It might be spoken of as a flap. It will be still 
further appreciated that the members 32 might 
be in the form of elongated or ellipsoidal shaped 
members, for instance, and the necessity for 
forming the arms 3 would be obviated, that is 
to say, the members which are grasped by the 
user and which contains scoring indicia might be 
mounted directly on the hub in this case so long 
as there was sufficient surface which might be 
grasped by the user without necessarily coming 
into contact With the hub member 33 itself 

It should be fully appreciated that the particu 
lar shape of the hub or arm members are the 
members which are to be grasped and which con 
tain the indicia of the score either in the form 
of printed numerals or a variation in color may 
be the Subject of many modified forms. For in 
stance, the hub member might be a solid cylinder 
arrangement With the arms spaced about the 
periphery thereof and the score-containing 
members might be distorted forms of regular 
figures or any desirable shape. 

In the light of the foregoing, it should be held 
in mind that I do not limit myself to specific 
embodiments but cover fairly everything which is 
Within the Spirit and scope of the ... appended 
claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A game apparatus comprising a hub mem 

ber, a plurality of arms joined to said hub mem 
ber and radiating therefrom said arms being 
positioned Substantially co-planarly, and a single 
member joined to each of said arms, each of said 
latter members forming a surface which may be 
graSped. 

2. A game apparatus comprising a hub mem 
ber, a plurality of arms joined to said hub mem 
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ber and radiating therefrom said arms being ..., 
positioned Substantially co-planary, and a single 5: 
member joined to each of said arms at the ex 
tremity thereof remote from the hub, each of 
Said latter members forming a surface which may 
be grasped. 

3. An inflatable game apparatus Cornprising a 
hollow hub member, a plurality of hollow arm 
member's radiating from said hub member, a 
hollow member joined to each of said arms, each 
of said latter members forming a surface which 
may be grasped, and valve means joined to said 
apparatus Whereby said hub, said arm members 
and Said latter members may be inflated. 

4. Apparatus in accordance with claim 3 
Wherein the hollow member joined to each of said 
arms is joined at the extremity thereof. 

5. An inflatable game apparatus COn prising a 
hollow hub member, a plurality of hollow arm 
members radiating regularly from said hub 
member, said arm members being positioned sub 
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to each of said arms at the extremities thereof, 
each of Said latter members forming a surface 
which may be grasped, and valve means joined 
to said apparatus whereby said hub, said arm 
members and said latter members may be in 
flated. 

6. An inflatable game apparatus comprising a 
hollow hub member, a plurality of hollow arm 
members radiating from said hub member, a 

hollow member joined to each of Said arm men 
bers, each of said hollow members joined to Said 
arm members forming a surface which may be 
grasped, and closure means joined to Said ap 
paratus whereby said hub, said arm members, 
and said hollow members joined to Said arm 
members may be inflated and the pressure main 
tained within the apparatus. 

TAYLOR GORDON. 


