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1. 
My invention relates to portable bars, counters, 

stands, booths and the like and particularly to 
constructions of this character which are sturdy 
and attractive in appearance, but capable of be 
ing folded or collapsed into a small compact form 
for storage and transportation. 
Light weight and inexpensive portable bars are 

frequently used in homes, clubs and hotels and 
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similar constructions are often used as counters 
or booths in schools, churches, and elsewhere. 
However, most bars and booths heretofore used 
have been complicated and expensive to con 
struct and they have not been capable of be 
ing set up and disassembled readily. Moreover, 
when constructed so as to be collapsible, they 
have not been sturdy when erected and When dis 
assembled they have been bulky and climbersOne 
to store and transport. 
In accordance with my invention these objec 

tions to constructions of the prior art are over 
come by providing a bar, counter, stand ol' the 
like which embodies a top or counter member to 
gether with vertical supporting members having 
cooperating parts formed to engage and hold the 
elements firmly in either erected position for use 
or in collapsed position for storage or transpor 
tation. 
One of the objects of my invention is to pro 

vide a novel form of collapsible bar, counter, 
stand or the like which is economical to produce 
and easy to erect and disassemble. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

collapsible bar or stand embodying rneans for 
holding the elements in predetermined erected 
and collapsed positions. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a collapsible bar or the like which when in erected 
position is sturdy in construction but is capable 
of being collapsed or folded into a Small compact 
space for storage or transportation, 
These and other objects and features of lily 

invention will appear from the following descrip 
tion thereof in which reference is made to the fig 
ures of the accompanying dra Wing. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective of a typical construction 

embodying my invention with a part thereof 
broken away. 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken. On 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the top or counter mem 
ber of the combination in an inverted position for 
receiving the folded panels of the construction. 
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construction illustrated in Fig. 1 when packed for 
storage, and - 

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view through 
a portion of the collapsed construction illustrated 
in Fig. 4. 

In that form of my invention chosen for pur 
poses of illustration and shown in the figures of 
the drawing the bar or stand comprises vertical 
ly positioned panels which extend about three 
sides of the bar and are hingedly connected to 
gether. So as to be movable into the erected posi 
tions shown in Fig. 1 or into the folded position 
illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5. This construction 
embodies panels 2, 4, 6 and 8 which are connected 
along their vertical edges by suitable means such 
as the hinges (, although it will be apparent that 
the panels may have any suitable form of inter 
connecting parts or elements so that they may 
be held together when erected and arranged to 
form the front and sides of the bar. As illus 
trated, each of the panels is Substantially twice 
as high as it is wide. So that the front of the bar 
is made up of the two panels 4 and 6... while the 
sides of the bar are formed by the panels 2 and 8. 
The panels are held in place and restrained 

against OutWard movement by means of the cover 
or counter 2 which embodies a top surface 4 
and a down Wardly extending fange 6. The di 
mensionS. Of the counter and flange are such that 
they cover and fit Snugly about the upper por 
tions of the vertically arranged panels when they 
are arranged in their supporting positions as 
shown in Fig. 1. In this way the flange 6 serves 
to prevent panels 2 and 8 from Swinging outward 
ly and prevent the front panels 4 and 6 from 
buckling or swinging outwardly at the center. 
The construction preferably also is provided 

With means for preventing the panels from swing 
ing inward so that they will be held firmly in place 
in their open or erected positions so as to provide 
a Sturdy construction. The means illustrated and 
preferred for preventing inward movement of the 
panels comprises a shelf 8 having projections or 
studs 20 on the ends thereof arranged to pass 
through openings 22 in the end panels 2 and 8. 
The studs 2 as shown are provided with heads 
24 of Smaller diameter than the holes. 22 in the 
side panels. so that the heads of the studs may be 
paSSed through the holes 22 and forced downward 
to engage the outer surface of the panels, there 
by locking the shelf and panels in place. 
With this construction the vertical panels and 

the counter as well as the shelf 8 cooperate to 
insure a Sturdy and firm construction which is 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view through the 55 simple to manufacture and assemble and yet pro 
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vides a rigid and strong top counter and lower 
shelf. 
The panels may be formed of Wood, metal or 

any other material, and the central portions 26 
of the panels may be formed of light Weight 
material such as plywood, fiberboard, metal, or 
the like, whereas the outer frame 28 of each 
panel may be of heavier and more rigid material. 
Furthermore, by providing the central portion 26 
of the panel so that it is sunk or depressed with 
respect to the outer frame members 28, the heads 
24 of the studs 2: Will lie within the plane of 
the Outer face of the end panels and Will not 
protrude so as to be objectionable. Further, as 
illustrated in Fig. 2, the shelf 8 may be provided 
with reinforcing bars or supporting members 3 
by which the studs 23 are carried so that the 
shelf itself may be formed of light weight nate 
rial. 

In assembling the eleinents to erect the bar or 
counter, the panels 2, 4, 6 and 8 are first opened 
up and arranged substantially as shown in Fig. 
1. The shelf is then placed in position by in 
serting the studs 2 carried by the shelf through 
the openings 22 in the end panel 2. The end 
panel 8 is then SWung OutWard far enough to 
permit the insertion of the studs 2), on the op 
posite end of the shelf, through the openings 22 
in the Side panel S. The side panel 8 is then 
moved back against the adjacent end of the shelf, 
and the Shelf is pushed downward to be Sure that 
the heads 24 on the studs engage the outer face 
Of the panel to lock the side panels against out 
Ward movement. Thereafter the top or counter 
portion of the bar is fitted down over the upper 
frame portions of the panels with the flange 6 
of the counter extending about the upper frame 
members of the panels. The bar or counter is 
then firmly and Sturdily erected so that it can be 
uS2d and Will Support a considerable weight and 
Will not yield appreciably even though a person 
may lean against the COunter. 
As illustrated in Fig. 4 the front member 32 of 

the flange 6 on the counter is provided on its 
inner face With a longitudinally extending groove 4 
34 and the flange is deep enough to receive and 
hold the panels when they are folded together 
in Overlapping relation or into a collapsed M 
shaped form. At the same time the edge 36 of the 
shelf 3 is formed to fit into the longitudinal 
groove 34 and may be locked in place over the 
folded side panels by means of the lug 38 pivotally 
mounted on the rear inenber of the fange 6. 
The reinforcing bars 3 on the Shef 8 are ar 
ranged so as to face outward When the parts are : 
disassebled and arranged in folded relation. So 
that the studs 24 are protected by the end por 
tion 42 of the flange 6. In this way, even when 
in collapsed relation, the Studs are prevented 
from projecting so as to cause injury or difficulty 
in handling or storing the construction. 
In disassembling and packing the bar or stand 

ShOWn in Fig. 1 in order that it may be stored or 
shipped readily the counter 2 is first raised from 
the vertical panels and inverted so that the 
flange projects upwardly. Thereafter the 
shelf 8 is lifted slightly to permit the heads 24 
On the studs 2 to disengage the side panels 2 
and 8 and be withdrawn from the holes 22 by 
SWinging the panels outward. Thereafter the 
panels are folded or disassembled and arranged 
One upon another. When constructed as illus 
trated in Fig. 1. So that the panels are connected 
together by the hinges 9 to constitute a single 
unit, they are folded into an M-shape form. 
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4. 
When folded or arranged in collapsed position 
the panels are fitted into the recess formed by 
the upwardly facing fiange 6 on the inverted 
counter 2 and will lie below the edges of the 
flange and below the longitudinally extending 
groove 34 on the inner face of the front men 
ber 32 of the fange. The shelf 8 is then in 
verted and the edge 35 thereof is inserted into 
the longitudinal groove 33. The shelf is then 
pressed down to hold the painels firmly in place 
and the retaining lug 38 on the rear flange mem 
ber 4 is swung in Ward over the opposite edge 
of the shelf so as to hold the elements together. 
The fange 5 on the counter and the shelf 8 
thus cooperate with the vertical panels 2, 4, 6 
and 8 When in either the erected or collapsed 
positions to hold the parts firmly in place so that 
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there is no rattling or looseness Which might 
permit the parts to become displaced or result in 
a finSy construction. 
When so collapsed and packed, the whole as 

Sembly forms a compact unit which may be 
readily Stored Or transported and Will Occupy Only 
a very limited Space. In a typical instance the 
Space occupied by the construction shown in 
Fig. 1 Will be no greater than about half that 
occupied by a conventional folded card table. 
While I have shown and described my inven 

tion as embodying a front made up of tWo pan 
els, it will be apparent that both the front and 
the sides of the device may embody any desired 
number of panels. It will also be evident that 
rear panels may be added to the construction to 
provide a closed cabinet With nowable dOOIS and 
yet permit the structure to be packed away in a 
Small place. Furthern Ore, it is not alway's eS 
Sential that the shelf be employed and it Will be 
apparent that the panels themselves may be fit 
ted together or otherWise arranged without using 
hinges for connecting then together. These 
and other modifications and changes may be 
made in the form, construction and arrangement 
Of elements employed in devices embodying my 
in Vention. In view thereof it should be under 
stood that the particular embodiment of my in 
Vention ShoWin in the drawing and described 
above is intended to be illustrative only, and is 
not intended to init the Scope of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A collapsible structure comprising a plural 

ity of rectangular panels having means thereon 
for holding the panels together and in a vertical 
position, a top for said structure having a fange 
thereon formed to fit about the exterior of the 
panels and Serving to prevent the panels from 
being displaced out Wardly from said vertical po 
'sition, a shelf located on the interior of said 
panels and engaging the Sane to prevent the 
panels from being displaced inwardly from said 
Vertical position, said top, panels and shelf be 
iing Separable so as to collapse the structure and 
Said panels and shelf each having Smaller ex 
terior dimensions than said flange and being 
movable to superimposed positions in which they 
Will fit Within the flange on the top when the 
structure is collapsed, said flange having a groove 
on the inner face thereof for receiving said shelf 
to hold it in place over the panels when the pan 
els are fitted into the flange on collapsing the 
structure. 

2. A collapsible structure comprising a plural 
ity of rectangular panels having means thereon 
for holding the panels together and in a wartical 
position, a top for said structure having a flange 
thereon formed to fit about the exterior of the 
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panels and serving to prevent the panels from 
being displaced outwardly from said position, a 
shelf located on the interior of said panels and 
engaging the same to prevent the panels from 
being displaced inwardly from said vertical po 
sition, said top, panels and shelf being separable 
so as to collapse the structure and said panels 
and shelf each having smaller exterior dimen 
Sions than said flange and being movable to 
superimposed positions in which they will fit 
within the flange on the top when the structure 
is collapsed, said shelf having Studs projecting 
from the ends thereof and the panels which form 
the ends of the structure when erected having 
openings therein for receiving said studs to hold 
the shelf in predetermined position with respect 
thereto. 

3. A collapsible Structure comprising a plural 
ity of rectangular panels having means thereon 
for holding the panels together and in a vertical 
position, a top for said structure having a flange 
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thereon formed to fit about the exterior of the 
panels and serving to prevent the panels from 
being displaced outWardly from said position, a 
shelf located on the interior of said panels and 
engaging the same to prevent the panels from 
being displaced inwardly from said vertical po 
sition, said top, panels and shelf being separable 
So as to collapse the structure and said panels 
and shelf each having Smaller exterior dimen 
sions than said flange and being movable to 
superimposed positions in which they Will fit 
within the flange on the top when the structure 
is collapsed, said shelf having headed Studs pro 
jecting from the ends thereof and the panels 
which form the ends of the structure having 
openings therein through which the heads of 
said studs may be passed into position to engage 
the Outer face of the panels and prevent out 
ward displacement thereof from said vertical 
position when the structure is erected. 

JOHN A. ENGLISH. 


