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WILLIAM F. SCHWEIGER, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO MULTIPOST CO‘M-‘
PANY, INCORPORATED, OF ROCHESTEB, NEW YORK, A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK

STAMP-DISPENSING MACHINE

Oi'igina.l ‘application filed November 19,1924, Serial No. 750,952, now Patent No. 1,625,827, dated April 26,
1927, Divided and:this application filed March 19, 1927. Serial No. 176,782. ‘

. This invention relates to a stamp dispens-
ing machine of the general type illustrated
in Patent No. 1,312,669, granted August 12,
1919, to W. J. Balkwill and W. F. Schweiger,
5 and is a division of my application Serial
No. 750,952, filed November 19, 1924, which
has matured to Patent #1,625,827; issued
April 26,1927, e :
The principal object of the invention is to.
10 afford a structure of few parts, simple and
cheap to manufacture, by which stamps issu-
ing from a stamp ejecting machine may be
moistened ready for application to mail mat-

ter and by which the moistening means may -

15 be rendered inoperative when.desired.
- More particularly the invention has for its
purpose to provide such a.structure built up
of units or sections so that various.numbers
of units may be used for application to ma-
20 chines of various capacities. - Thus ‘only
comparatively  few separate parts need be
manufactured, but they are applicable to ma-
chines of widely varying size.
. With these and other objects in view, the
25 invention includes the structure which will

appear more clearly from the following de-.

scription when read in conjunction with the

accompanying- drawing, the novel. features

~ being pointed out in the claims appended

30 hereto. - . R

In the drawings: ‘ Lo

- Figure 1 is a front elevation of the ma-

chine embodying the features of the inven-

a5 tion in a preferred arrangement, and illus-

ing-units in connection ‘with the

ing device; , ‘ ‘

Figure 2 is a plan view of the same;

40 - Figure 3 is a longitudinal vertical section

through the liquid chambers of the moisten-

ing device taken substantially along the line
3—3 of Figure 2;
‘Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken
45
- ing units or housings. _ o
Figure 5 is an enlarged view, partly in sec-
tion and partly in elevation, through one of
the moistening units, and ‘

5 Figure 6 is a similar view showing the

trating three stamp containing and-dispens-
moisten-

centrally through one of the stamp contain-

-cover plate for the moistening roller in oper-

ative position above the roller. :

. Referring more particularly to the draw-
Ings in which like reference numerals refer

‘to corresponding parts throughout the sev-

eral views, 1 designates each of three stamp
containing units or housings which are simi-
lar in all' respects to each other and are
adapted for containing ‘and dispensing
stamps.of three different denominations. 1%
is understood that more or less units may be
used by simply joining the various units to-
gether side by side so that any number. of
different” denominations of stamps may be
used. In most letter mailing, single stamp
containers are -employed ‘which operate to
discharge, sever, and affix the stamp to an en-
velope.
with structures which do not affix the stamp,
but permit it to be ‘dispensed from a con-
tainer, moistened and severed, ready for man-
ual application to a package, such machines
being particularly. intended for use where
large volumes of parcel post mailing are re-
quired; or -under other conditions where
stamps of various denominations are fre-
quently -used.
stamp feeding and severing device forms no
part-of the present invention, it will not be
particularly described here, but reference is
made for a detailed description thereof to

my application Serial No.- 750,952, above

mentioned: . The general features of the de-

.vice, sufficient for an understanding of the

present invention, are as follows: - i
Referring - particularly to Figure 4, nu-

meral 2 designates the usual stamp. roll or

strip arranged on 4 suitable reel and adapted
to be fed out through an opening 3 in the
housing. . The strip is moved along by strip
feeding instrumentalities comprising fingers
4 which are operatively connected to the

vertically movable plate 7 carrying the.

finger piece or key 8. A - movable knife

blade 15, also operatively connected to the

plate 7, cooperates with a stationary blade
19 to sever the strip of stamps at the desired
point, ‘all as more particularly described

The present invention has to do

As the mechanism of the-
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The stamps are fed outwardly through the

100



2‘(.

opening 3 and under a yoke-shaped guide or
deflector 25, one of whichis provided for each
stamp unit. Guide 25 is supported by lugs
26 pivoted at 27 to the sides of the moisten-
" 5ing unit. This moistening unit consists of a
reservoir 29 for water or other suitable liquid,
shown in cross-section in Figure 4 and in
elevation in Figures 5 and 6. This reservoir
carries.a roller 28 partially submerged in the
10 liquid. TInstead of water for moistening
gummed stamps, it is evident that other suit-

able liquids may be employed, such as a thin

mucilage or glue, which would be useful
especially in moistening strips of stamps or

-5 other “paper which' was -not previously
- gummed. The strip 2 as it issues from the
opening 3 is guided between the moistening
member or roller 28 and the guide plate 25
50 as to be moistened on its lower side by the

z0 rofler. Tt will be understood that the strip
* containing the desired number of stamps is
grasped by the hand and applied manually
to the mail matter after having been muoist-

_ened by passage over the roller.

25 At times it may be desirable to. dispense
one or more stamps without moistening them,
and to accomplish this;, means-are provided
for selectively covering the moistening roll-
er to preventits contacting with the gummed
portion of the stamp. This may be effected
by -utilizing a shield or cover such as the
plate 35, Figures 5 and 6, which is pivoted
at 36 to the ‘supporting member 37, which
latter is pivoted at 88 to the body of the mois-
tening device.  The spring 39 is coiled one

30
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or more times about the pivot 38, one end of -

the spring being engaged by the wall of the
reservoir, and the other end pressing against
the member 87 as is clearly shown in Figure 6.
This spring tends to turn the member 37 in
a counter-clockwise direction, keeping it
pressed against the front wall of the liquid
reservoir. Normally, the plate 35 is in the
position shown in Figure 5. When it is de-
sired to move the plate to effective position
to.prevent the moistening of stamps, the sup-
- porting member 87 is pulled forward in a

clockwise direction; the plate 35 is swung

around and the free edge thereof is inserted

50 between the roller 28 and the guide 25, and the -

support 37 is then returned to its normal po-
sition by the spring 89, thus forcing the plate
35 in between the roller 28 and the guide 25
to the position shown in Figure 6. As will
appear clearly from this figure, the strip of
stamps 2 now contacts on its lower side with
the plate 85 instead of with the roller 28 and
therefore it is not moistened but may be
ejected in a dry condition. It will be seen
(D that the shield 85 has what may be termed

a floating connection to the body of the de-

vice. . v ‘

. The devices so far described comprise one

unit of the machine. It should be understood
|35 that any desired number of units are placed:

1,762,277

side by side, three being shown, for exam-
ple in Figures 1 and 2. Each unit consists of
a stamp 1ssuing and severing device, together
with its individual reservoir 29, each reser-
voir having its moistening-preventing device
35—37, ete. ' . oL

Preferably the various reservoir units 29
are supplied with water or other suitable
liquid from a eommon source, although it is
evident that the reservoirs. could be entirely
separate if desired and each one could be
filled with liquid individually. The com-
mon supply means is best shown in Figure 3,
from which it will be noted that each reser-
voir 29 has a threaded opening in each end
thereof, and nipples 30 are threaded through
the openings of-adjacent reservoirs to con-
nect the samein the manner shown in Figure
3. Washers 41 may be interposed between the
reservoirsif desired. To one side of the series
of reservoirs is a supply unit 31, connected
to the adjacent reservoir 29.by a similar nip-
ple 80. This supply unit 81 may be kept full
of water in any suitable manner, such for
instance as an inverted container or bottle
32 placed in the neck 83. It will be under-
stood that by this means the chamber 31 is
kept filled with liquid, which runs through
the nipple 80 into the adjacent reservoir 29,
keeping ‘it filled, and from this reservoir
through the next nipple into the next reser-
voir and so on to the last reservoir. The
threaded hole in the last reservoir is kept
closed by threading thereinto a screw 40, al-
though a plug or cork or any other means
could be used. o

I have now disclosed a device built up of
separate units which may be assembled easily
and quickly and may be built of any desired
capacity. It will be understood that a fac-
tory making these devices need not construct
separate moistening mechanisms for machines

‘of different capacity but need build only the

units 29 and connecting nipples 80- and the
supply units 31, 32, etc. With these parts, to-
gether with suitable screws, washers, etc., a
moistening unit may be ¢constructed for co-
operation with a stamp issuing machine of
any desired size, simply by adding as many
reservoirs 29 as desired to the supply unit 31.
When a machine has once been built, if it is
desired: to reduce the capacity thereof, it is
obvious that one or more of the stamp units
1 may be removed and the corresponding res-
ervoir units 29 may also be taken away'in a
very. short time, and the opening in the last
unit may be plugeed up with the screw 40.
While I have disclosed the invention with
reference to a particular embodiment there-
of, it should be understood that it is not con-
fined to the details set forth, but this appli-

~cation-is- intended to cover any changes or

modifications coming within the intent.of the
improvements or the scope of the following
claims. » ' B
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Tclaim:
1. The combination of a plurality of units

~for moistening stamps of diffierent denomi-

210

nations, means for connecting = adjacent

“units comprising a tubular member secured

in the walls. of adjacent units to establish
cominunication between them and maintain
a common liquid level therein, a llqlud sup:=-

Ply unit, and means’ for maintaining said

comimon - liquid level in: the liquid supply\
urit;-
9. The combination of a plurality of units

for moistening stamps of different denomina-

15

“tions, means tor connecting adjacent -units

comprising a tubular member secured in the

~walls of adjacent units to establish' commiini-

“.cation.between them and maintain'a common

-+ 20
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liquid level therein, a liguid supply unit-de=
tachably secured to one of said moistening
units, and means for maintaining said com-
mon liquid Ievel in the liquid supply unit.

28 A stamp moistening unit compmsmor a
reservoir having openings in opposite -ends

~thereot furanﬂed 1n - the - same horizontal

plane, and. mpples adapted to engage said
openings for connecting one end of the reser-
voir with an adjacent mmstemncr unit-and the
other.end:of the regervoir Wlth a liquid sup-
ply unit:

4. A stamp moistening device compusm(r
a_plurality - of momtcmnv reservoirs, each
reservoir: having an opening ‘in each end
thereof, a hqmd supply unit having an open-.
g in one side thereof, a mpple connectan‘
the opening in said supply unit with one ot
the openings in one of said moistening reser-
voirs, nipples connecting adjacent 1n01stemncr
réservoirs to each other, and a plug secured
in one of the openuws of the last mmstemng
reseryoir. ‘

5. 'The combination with & stamp moisten-
ing device comprising a: moistening. element
ddapted normally to contact: with a stamp; of
a-shield arranged to:be interposed between

sald: stamp and - said -element; “whereby - a
cstamp may. bé passed. through' said device

W.ith out contacting with said element. :
6,10 a stamp, moistening device compris-

inga momtemng element qd‘zpted normally:

50
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65

to coritact with a stamp, a'shield arranged to
be interposed between said stamp and said
element, said shield being pivotally connect-.
ed toa csupportmor membm', and said support~-
ing member being pivotally connected to a -
fixed: part of said device.

In witness whereof, 1 have hereunto swned

my name. -
WILLIAM F. SCHVVEIGER.




