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Size of the die outlet opening of the accumulator. Preferably, 
the ball Screws of the programming and purging actuators 56) References Cited prog 9. purging 
are axially aligned with the nut assemblies each carried by 
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ELECTROMECHANICAL DRIVE ASSEMBLY 
FOR AN ACCUMULATOR HEAD 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to extrusion blow 
molding machines and, more particularly, to an electrome 
chanical drive assembly for the programming and purging 
actuators associated with an accumulator head in an extru 
Sion blow molding machine. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Containers and other hollow articles are frequently 

formed by blow molding. The blow molding process 
involves providing a tube of heated and Softened plastics 
material (parison) about which a two-piece mold is closed. 
Air or another gas is introduced under pressure into the 
parison to expand it against the walls of the mold, forming 
the desired hollow article. Such blow molding machines can 
be of various types, the most common of which are 
extrusion-blow molding machines and injection-blow mold 
ing machines. 

In extrusion-blow molding machines, plastics material is 
heated and Softened in an extruder and is conveyed into a die 
head from which a tubular parison is extruded. The parison 
can either be continuous, whereby a plurality of molds are 
Sequentially enclosed about Successive, axially Spaced por 
tions of the parison, or individual parisons can be intermit 
tently extruded and subsequently blown. In the latter 
instance, the die head includes a chamber, usually called an 
accumulator, in which the extruded material is accumulated 
to provide a predetermined Volume of material. The accu 
mulated Volume of material is then ejected through an 
annular die at the outlet of the accumulator to form a parison 
having the desired length, diameter, and wall thickneSS 
distribution. 

Typically, an accumulator has a purging System to accom 
plish the function of ejecting the accumulated material by 
forcing it through the die at the outlet, and a programming 
System to control the die opening at the outlet for varying the 
wall thickness of the extruded parison and to close the die 
while plastic for the next parison is being fed into the 
accumulator. The Speed at which material is ejected by the 
purging System is often Synchronized with the size of the die 
opening as controlled by the programming System. This 
Synchronization enables the wall thickness to vary in a 
controlled manner over the length of the parison. 

In the prior art, hydraulic cylinders have been used to 
Supply the force required to operate the purging and pro 
gramming Systems. However, these hydraulic actuators do 
have Several inherent disadvantages. The hydraulic oil is 
Subject to dirt and contamination in an industrial environ 
ment and requires filtering and maintenance. Further, there 
is the potential for oil leakage which makes hydraulic 
Systems unsuitable for “clean room' manufacturing envi 
ronments. Hydraulic cylinderS also have limited positioning 
accuracy and repeatability, and changes in temperature of 
the hydraulic oil will lead to further variations in perfor 
mance. Finally, hydraulic Systems are not very energy 
efficient, and therefore require heat eXchangers to remove 
heat from the oil in order to maintain an acceptable oil 
temperature during machine operation. 
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2 
Even though the disadvantages of hydraulic Systems have 

long been recognized, electromechanical alternatives have 
not been developed for the accumulator used in an extrusion 
blow molding machine. With respect to blow molding 
machines utilizing continuous parison formation, U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,338,173 discloses an electrically driven mechanism 
for parison wall thickness control in a continuous (non 
accumulator) System. However, Such a mechanism is not 
Suitable for performing wall thickness control in conjunction 
with an accumulator, Since the patented configuration does 
not allow for introduction of gas through the mandrel, as is 
required in blow molding Systems using an accumulator. 

Furthermore, in order for an accumulator to be completely 
oil-free in operation, there needs to be an alternative drive 
for the typical hydraulically operated purging System. Since 
the force required for purging is significant, the friction 
inherent in mechanical Systems will have to be minimized in 
order to avoid premature wear of the components. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
eliminate the use of hydraulic actuators for the programming 
and purging operations in the accumulator of a blow mold 
ing machine. It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide an electrically driven purging System having reli 
ability and performance equivalent to the conventional 
hydraulic Systems. 

Briefly Stated, the present invention provides electrome 
chanically driven purging and programming actuators for an 
accumulator in a blow molding machine. The programming 
actuator includes a ball Screw mechanism driven by an 
electric motor. Specifically, the ball Screw is rotated to move 
the ball nut assembly vertically. Since the nut assembly 
connects to the accumulators internal mandrel, the vertical 
movement controls the die outlet opening. In the illustrated 
embodiment, downward movement enlarges the die opening 
to increase parison wall thickness, upward movement con 
Stricts the opening to decrease wall thickness, eventually 
closing the outlet So that the accumulator can be recharged. 
A Second ball Screw mechanism is provided for the 

purging actuator to move vertically the plunger of the 
accumulator and thereby control the amount of plasticized 
material within the accumulator, AS with the mechanism of 
the programming actuator, the ball Screw is driven by an 
electric motor. Downward movement of the actuator ejects 
a parison, while upward movement opens the accumulator 
chamber to receive the next charge of material. 

Preferably, the ball screws of the two actuators are axially 
aligned with the components of programming actuator posi 
tioned above those of the purging actuator. In this 
configuration, the ball Screw for the purging actuator has an 
axial bore to allow the mandrel to extend from the die outlet 
and connect to the nut assembly of the programming actua 
tor. Four Support rods are provided to establish and maintain 
alignment of the two electromechanical actuators and pro 
vide Stationary mounting for the respective motors. The nut 
assemblies of the two ball Screw mechanisms are con 
Strained by two guide rods that are positioned Symmetrically 
on opposite sides of the Screws. 
The structure of this electromechanical drive assembly for 

the accumulator has Sufficient rigidity to Supply the force 
required for the purging operation and the capability for 
accurate positioning, but uses no hydraulic actuators. 
Furthermore, with electric motors instead of hydraulic 
cylinders, the accumulator combined with the drive assem 
bly becomes a Self-contained machine component, only 
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requiring electrical connections to make it usable in an 
extrusion blow molding machine. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of an extrusion blow 
molding machine having an electromechanical drive assem 
bly for an accumulator head in accordance with the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary, Side elevational view, partially in 
Section, showing the Structure of the drive assembly for an 
accumulator head in accordance with the present invention, 
with the plunger of the accumulator shown in a retracted 
position. 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 showing the plunger in 
its extended position after plasticized material has been 
ejected from the accumulator through the parison die outlet. 

FIG. 4 is a section view taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged, side elevational view of the ball 

Screw mechanisms associated with the electromechanical 
drive assembly of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The present invention involves apparatus associated with 
extrusion blow molding. In order to better understand the 
invention, it is useful to describe it in the context of a typical 
blow molding machine including an accumulator. Referring 
now to the drawings, and particularly to FIG. 1, there is 
shown an extrusion-blow molding machine 10 including a 
base or Supporting frame 12. Positioned on the top of the 
base 12 is an extruder 16 having a tubular barrel 18 that 
contains a rotatable plasticizing Screw (not shown) that 
includes one or more helical flights. The plasticizing Screw 
works in conjunction with heating of the barrel 18 to convey 
and Soften Solid plastics material, thereby providing a 
Viscous, flowable melt for Subsequent use in forming a 
parison. 

The solid plastic material is supplied to the extruder 16 
through a feed hopper 20 that communicates with an open 
ing (not shown) in extruder barrel 18. The plasticizing Screw 
is preferably rotated by an electric motor 22 Suitably Sup 
ported by the Structure. Additionally, an electrical System 
cabinet 28 is provided for housing the electrical and elec 
tronic components used for controlling the various elements 
of the blow molding machine 10 as set by an operator 
control panel 24. 

The outlet 30 of the horizontally disposed extruder barrel 
18 is connected by a material inlet coupling 32 to a Sub 
Stantially vertically disposed accumulator head 34, in order 
to transfer the plasticized material from extruder 16. Posi 
tioned below accumulator head 34 is a mold 36 configured 
in a manner known to those skilled in the art, typically in the 
form of two horizontally opposed mold portions 38,40. Each 
of the mold portions 38.40 is machined to define a mold 
cavity (not shown) that conforms in shape with the desired 
external Surface conformation of the finished blow molded 
article when the two mold portions 38.40 are brought 
together. A cover or gate 42 is provided in front of mold 36. 
Positioned above the accumulator 34 is an electromechani 
cal drive assembly 60. The drive assembly 60 includes two 
axially aligned mechanisms: an upper, programming actua 
tor 64, and a lower, purging actuator 66. 

The accumulator head 34, which is operated by the 
electromechanical drive assembly 60, is shown in greater 
detail in FIGS. 2 and 3. The accumulator head 34 provides 
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4 
a means of quickly forming a parison that requires a Sub 
Stantial quantity of plastic melt. AS shown in the drawings, 
an accumulator outer barrel 44 of tubular form is oriented 
with its axis extending Substantially vertically. A transverse 
material inlet aperture 46 is provided through the wall of 
outer barrel 44 to provide communication between the 
interior of barrel 44 and outlet 30 of extruder 16. 

Accumulator outer barrel 44 includes a material outlet in 
the form of an annular die outlet 48 through which the 
tubular parison (not shown) is extruded. Die outlet 48 is 
defined by a die outer ring 50 that is secured to an end of 
accumulator outer barrel 44, and by an inner mandrel 52 that 
has an outer cylindrical Surface Spaced from the inner 
surface of die outer ring 50 to define a die outlet of 
Substantially annular form to provide a tubular parison. The 
mandrel 52 is actually part of a parison adjustment assembly, 
as is familiar to those skilled in the art. Specifically, the 
mandrel 52 connects to a lower adjustment rod 51 that is 
joined by a coupling 47 to and an upper adjustment rod 49, 
this assembly is used in conjunction with the programming 
actuator 64 to control size of the die opening 48 which 
determines the parison wall thickness, as will be more fully 
described later. 

Connected to the upper end of accumulator outer barrel 44 
is a rectangular plate 54. The plate 54 also carries four 
support rods 56 that extend upwardly from the plate 54 
(opposite the accumulator 34). The Support rods 56 provide 
the Structural integrity for the electromechanical drive 
assembly 60 by providing independent support for the 
axially aligned mechanisms of the programming actuator 64 
and purging actuator 66. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2-5, programming actuator 64 
includes a ball screw 67 and a ball nut assembly 68. The nut 
assembly 68 includes a yoke 69 that travels along guide rods 
58, constraining it to move in a vertical direction without 
rotation. The upper adjustment rod 49 connects to the yoke 
69, thus enabling movement of the nut assembly 68 to affect 
the size of accumulator outlet 48. More specifically, the 
programming actuator 64 initiates rotation of the ball Screw 
67 by an electric motor 71 drivingly coupled to the screw 67 
by suitable elements, such as a gearbox 72, pulleys 73a, 73b 
and a drive belt 73. Rotation of Screw 67 results in vertical 
movement of the nut assembly 68 along the guide rods 58, 
causing mandrel 52 to move up or down to vary the size of 
the annular opening at parison the outlet 48, including 
closing the outlet 48 while a shot of material is building in 
the accumulator chamber. In the embodiment shown, the die 
ring 50 and mandrel 52 illustrate diverging tooling, i.e., 
downward movement enlarges the die opening to increase 
parison wall thickness and upward movement constricts the 
opening to decrease wall thickness, eventually closing the 
outlet So that the accumulator can be recharged. Converging 
tooling (not shown), as is often used with Small parisons, 
would close by downward movement and open when the 
mandrel moves upward. 

Programming actuator 64 includes Suitable Sensors, Such 
as a linear pot 70, to provide feedback to the machine control 
on the relative position of the nut assembly 68 and mandrel 
52. The motor 71, gearbox 72 and ball screw 67 do not move 
Vertically since they are Supported by an upper plate 62 that 
is rigidly connected to Support rods 56. 

Purging actuator 66 also includes a ball screw 75 and a 
ball nut assembly 76. Since the ball screw 75 of the purging 
actuator 66 is axially aligned with and positioned below the 
ball screw 67 of the programming actuator 64, ball screw 75 
has an axial bore to allow the upper adjustment rod 49 to 
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pass through and connect to the yoke 69. In a manner Similar 
to that described for the programming actuator 64, rotation 
of ball screw 75 serves to impart vertical movement to the 
nut assembly 76. More specifically, rotation of the ball screw 
75 is generated by an electric motor 78 drivingly coupled to 
the screw 75 by suitable elements, such as a gearbox 79, 
pulleys 80a, 80b and a drive belt 80. Ball nut assembly 76 
includes a yoke 77 that travels along the guide rods 58 and 
connects to two push rods 98 that drive the plunger of 
accumulator head 34. Accordingly, rotation of screw 75 
results in movement of the nut assembly 76 in a vertical 
(downward) direction that causes material contained in the 
accumulator head 34 to be ejected in the form of a parison, 
as will be hereinafter described in greater detail. The motor 
78, gearbox 79 and ball screw 75 do not move vertically 
Since they are Supported by an intermediate plate 74 that is 
rigidly connected to Support rods 56. 

Concerning the inner workings of the accumulator head 
34 in conjunction with the purging actuator 66, as shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3, accumulator outer barrel 44 has an inner 
cylindrical surface 84 that slidably receives an annular 
accumulator inner sleeve member 86. Positioned within 
inner sleeve member 86 is an inner body member 88, also of 
annular configuration. Inner body member 88 includes a 
cylindrical inner Surface 90 that Surrounds and engages the 
outer Surface of lower adjustment rod 51 to permit relative 
sliding movement of inner body member 88 along the outer 
surface of rod 51. The outer surface of inner body member 
88 includes a pair of helically disposed channels 94 for 
conveying plasticized material from the extruder 16 to the 
holding chamber in the accumulator head 34. 

Accumulator inner sleeve member 86 and accumulator 
inner body member 88 both connect to an annular connector 
member 96 and together form the “plunger' of the purging 
actuator 66. Push rods 98 extend from the yoke 77 of nut 
assembly 76 and connect to the annular connector member 
96. Accordingly, this construction provides for Simultaneous 
movement of accumulator inner sleeve member 86 and 
accumulator inner body member 88 within accumulator 
outer barrel 44 when acted upon by the nut assembly 76 
through push rods 98. 
When the extrusion blow molding machine is in 

operation, plasticized material issues from extruder 16 
through extruder outlet 30 and into accumulator inlet aper 
ture 46. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a longitudinally 
extending peripheral flow slot 112 of inner sleeve member 
86 is oriented so that it faces inlet aperture 46, to allow 
material that enters accumulator 34 to flow into flow slot 
112. 

Initially, accumulator inner sleeve 86 and inner body 88, 
which are fastened together to move as a unit, as described 
previously, are in the extended position as shown in FIG. 3. 
After the plasticized material flows through accumulator 
inlet aperture 46 and into flow slot 112 it divides and flows 
into respective side channels (not shown), passes around the 
outer periphery of inner sleeve member 86 toward respective 
flow apertures 122, and enters the respective helical chan 
nels 94 in inner body member 88. Channels 94 are oriented 
Such that their respective beginning points are positioned 
opposite respective flow apertures 122. This configuration 
allows the plasticized material to flow along respective 
channels 94 toward lower end of inner body member 88. 
As the material flows helically in a downward direction 

along the channels 94, Some of the plasticized material flows 
out of the helical channels 94 to intermix with material in the 
adjacent channel flights. AS the material continues to inter 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
mix and flow toward lower end of inner body member 88, 
the flow Streams combine into a unitary, annular flow Stream 
which then enters the diverging area defined between the 
inner sleeve member 86 and the inner body member 88. 

Since mandrel 52 is initially in an upward, retracted 
position to close the parison die outlet 48, the plasticized 
material that enters the diverging area collects within the 
annular chamber defined by the lowermost end of accumu 
lator outer barrel 44 and lower adjustment rod 51 where it 
connects to mandrel 52. AS the material continues to flow 
into this annular chamber, the assembly of inner sleeve 
member 86 and inner body member 88 is gradually pushed 
upwardly by the continuously accumulating material. This 
upward movement is transmitted through push rods 98 to 
yoke 77, causing a corresponding upward movement of nut 
assembly 76 that imparts a rotation to ball screw 75. If 
desired, the rotation of ball Screw 75 can be assisted or 
impeded by motor 78, in order to control internal pressure of 
the melt. Control of melt pressure in this manner is particu 
larly advantageous in extrusion blow molding Systems hav 
ing two accumulators, Since it facilitates balancing the flow 
into the accumulators So that they reach a full charge 
Simultaneously. 
The upward movement of the plunger and nut assembly 

76 continues until the programming actuator 64 reaches a 
predetermined vertical position, as detected by position 
Sensor 81, that corresponds to the desired Volume of accu 
mulated material. If the control 24 is Set to accumulate the 
maximum Volume of material, the assembly of the inner 
sleeve member 86 and inner body member 88 will have 
moved to the uppermost position within accumulator outer 
barrel 44, as shown by FIG. 2. Note that the periphery flow 
slot 112 remains in continuous communication with inlet 
aperture 46 throughout the upward movement to provide a 
continuous flow path from extruder 16 to the interior of 
accumulator head 34. 
When the desired volume of material has been transferred 

into the annular chamber in the end of accumulator outer 
barrel 44, programming actuator 64 is operated to rotate 
screw 67 in a direction that moves nut assembly 68 in a 
downward direction, thereby positioning mandrel 52 to 
provide the desired degree of opening at parison die outlet 
48 which determines the wall thickness of the extruded 
parison. Purging actuator 66 is then operated to rotate ball 
screw 75 in a direction that moves nut assembly 76 in a 
downward direction, thereby driving the assembly of inner 
sleeve 86 and inner body 88 in a downward direction, back 
to the position shown in FIG. 3 in order to eject the 
plasticized material from accumulator barrel 44 in the form 
of an tubular parison. 
When the parison has been fully ejected, the mold por 

tions 38.40 close around it. The programming actuator 64 is 
activated to rotate Screw 67 in a direction that moves nut 
assembly 68 in an upward direction, thereby retracting 
mandrel 52 to close the die opening 48 so that the accumu 
lator head 34 can begin building the next shot of material. 
About the same time, blowing air is introduced into the 
parison via a passageway 150 that extends from the top of 
the drive assembly 60 down though the mandrel 52 to an exit 
opening in the lowermost end of the accumulator. The 
blowing air expands the parison to fill the mold cavity 
defined by the mold portions 38,40. 

If desired, the wall thickness of the parison can be varied 
as the parison is being ejected. For that purpose, a Suitable 
variable programming System, the Structure and operation of 
which is familiar to those skilled in the art, can be employed 
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to control the rotation of the ball screw 67 and corresponding 
vertical movement of the nut assembly 68 in conjunction 
with the ejection of the parison from the die outlet 48. More 
Specifically, the Speed at which material is ejected by the 
purging actuator 66 is Synchronized with the size of the die 
opening as controlled by the programming actuator 64. The 
movement of nut assembly 68 causes the mandrel 52 to 
move up or down as necessary to obtain a desired parison 
wall thickness distribution over the length of the parison, 
while the purging actuator 66 is operating to control the 
Speed at which the parison is ejected. 

Although particular embodiments of the present invention 
have been illustrated and described, it will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that various changes and modifica 
tions can be made without departing from the Spirit of the 
present invention. For example, it is contemplated that the 
ball nuts could be constrained by components in place of the 
yoke and guide rods, Such as, a tab or key traveling in a 
Vertical channel. In addition, while shown in conjunction 
with a specific accumulator head construction, the electro 
mechanical drive assembly can be used with other heads of 
differing construction, as are generally known in the art. It 
is, therefore, intended to encompass within the appended 
claims all Such changes and modifications that fall within the 
Scope of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an extrusion blow molding machine that includes an 

extruder to Supply plasticized material to an accumulator 
head having a plunger to eject plasticized material collected 
within a chamber in the accumulator head through an 
annular die outlet to form a tubular parison, the annular die 
outlet being defined by diverging or converging tooling that 
includes a die outer ring and an inner mandrel, wherein the 
inner mandrel is movable to alter the size of the annular die 
outlet, and an electromechanical drive assembly for the 
accumulator head comprising: 

(a) a programming actuator including a first ball Screw 
driven by an electric motor and a first ball nut assembly 
that is connected to the mandrel of the accumulator 
head, wherein the first ball nut assembly and mandrel 
are linearly driven when the first ball screw is rotated 
to move the mandrel and alter the size of the die outlet; 

(b) a purging actuator including a second ball Screw 
driven by an electric motor and a Second ball nut 
assembly that is connected to the plunger of the accu 
mulator head, wherein the Second ball nut assembly 
and plunger are linearly driven when the Second ball 
Screw is rotated to move the plunger and eject the 
plasticized material collected within the chamber; 

(c) a frame for Supporting the programming actuator and 
purging actuator Such that the axes of the first ball 
Screw and the Second ball Screw are parallel, the frame 
including a plurality of guide rods positioned parallel to 
the axes of the ball Screws, and 

(d) a yoke configured to engage the guide rods included 
in each of the first and Second ball nut assemblies, the 
yoke of the first ball nut assembly connecting to the 
mandrel, and the yoke of the Second ball nut assembly 
connecting to the plunger. 

2. The extrusion blow molding machine as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the first ball Screw and the second ball 
Screw are positioned in axial alignment and the plunger and 
mandrel of the accumulator head are in axial alignment with 
the first and second ball screws. 

3. In an extrusion blow molding machine that includes an 
extruder to Supply plasticized material to an accumulator 
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head having a plunger to eject plasticized material collected 
within a chamber in the accumulator head through an 
annular die outlet to form a tubular parison, the annular die 
outlet being defined by diverging or converging tooling that 
includes a die outer ring and an inner mandrel, wherein the 
inner mandrel is movable to alter the size of the annular die 
outlet, and an electromechanical drive assembly for the 
accumulator head comprising: 

(a) a programming actuator including a first ball Screw 
driven by an electric motor and a first ball nut assembly 
that is connected to the mandrel of the accumulator 
head, wherein the first ball nut assembly and mandrel 
are linearly driven when the first ball screw is rotated 
to move the mandrel and alter the size of the die outlet; 

(b) a purging actuator including a second ball Screw 
driven by an electric motor and a Second ball nut 
assembly that is connected to the plunger of the accu 
mulator head, wherein the Second ball nut assembly 
and plunger are linearly driven when the Second ball 
Screw is rotated to move the plunger and eject the 
plasticized material collected within the chamber; 

(c) a frame for Supporting the programming actuator and 
purging actuator Such that the axes of the first ball 
Screw and the Second ball Screw are parallel, the frame 
including a plurality of Support rods positioned parallel 
to the axes of the ball Screws and connecting to a base 
plate, an intermediate plate and an upper plate; the 
upper plate Serving to Support the programming 
actuator, the intermediate plate Serving to Support the 
purging actuator, and the base plate Serving to Support 
the electromechanical drive assembly and connect it 
with the accumulator head. 

4. The extrusion blow molding machine as set forth in 
claim 3 wherein the electric motor of the programming 
actuator is Suspended from the upper plate and is drivingly 
connected to the first ball Screw by means of pulleys and a 
belt, and the electric motor of the purging actuator is 
Suspended from the intermediate plate and is drivingly 
connected to the Second ball Screw by means of pulleys and 
a belt. 

5. In an extrusion blow molding machine that includes an 
extruder to Supply plasticized material to an accumulator 
head having a plunger to eject plasticized material collected 
within a chamber in the accumulator head through an 
annular die outlet to form a tubular parison, the annular die 
outlet being defined by diverging or converging tooling that 
includes a die outer ring and an inner mandrel, wherein the 
inner mandrel is movable to alter the size of the annular die 
outlet, and an electromechanical drive assembly for the 
accumulator head comprising: 

(a) a programming actuator including a first ball Screw 
driven by an electric motor and a first ball nut assembly 
that is connected to the mandrel of the accumulator 
head Such that the mandrel is axially aligned with the 
first ball screw, wherein the first ball nut assembly and 
mandrel are linearly driven when the first ball screw is 
rotated to move the mandrel and alter the size of the die 
outlet; 

(b) a purging actuator including a second ball Screw 
driven by an electric motor and a Second ball nut 
assembly that is connected to the plunger of the accu 
mulator head Such that the plunger is axially aligned 
with the second ball Screw, wherein the second ball nut 
assembly and plunger are linearly driven when the 
Second ball Screw is rotated to move the plunger and 
eject the plasticized material collected within the cham 
ber; and 
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(c) a frame for Supporting the programming actuator and 
purging actuator Such that the first ball Screw and the 
Secondball Screw are positioned in axial alignment, the 
frame including 
(i) a plurality of guide rods positioned parallel to the 

axes of the first and Secondball Screws for constrain 
ing the first and Second ball nut assemblies when 
linearly driven by the associated ball Screw, and 

(ii) a plurality of Support rods positioned parallel to the 
axes of the ball Screws and connecting to a base 
plate, an intermediate plate and an upper plate; the 
upper plate Serving to Support the programming 
actuator, the intermediate plate Serving to Support the 
purging actuator, and the base plate Serving to Sup 
port the electromechanical drive assembly and con 
nect it with the accumulator head. 

6. In an extrusion blow molding machine that includes an 
extruder to Supply plasticized material to an accumulator 
head having a plunger to eject plasticized material collected 
within a chamber in the accumulator head through an 
annular die Outlet to form a tubular parison, the annular die 
Outlet being defined by diverging Or converging tooling that 
includes a die Outer ring and an inner mandrel, wherein the 
inner mandrel is movable to alter the size of the annular die 
Outlet, and an electromechanical drive assembly for the 
accumulator head comprising: 

(a) a programming actuator including a first Screw driven 
by an electric motor and a first nut assembly that is 
connected to the mandrel of the accumulator head, 
wherein the first nut assembly and mandrel are linearly 
driven when the first Screw is rotated to move the 
mandrel and alter the Size of the die Outlet, 

(b) a purging actuator including a Second Screw driven by 
an electric motor and a second nut assembly that is 
connected to the plunger of the accumulator head, 
wherein the Second nut assembly and plunger are 
linearly driven when the Second Screw is rotated to 
move the plunger and eject the plasticized material 
collected within the chamber, 

(c) a frame for Supporting the programming actuator and 
purging actuator Such that the axes of the first Screw 
and the Second screw are parallel, the frame including 
a plurality of guide rods positioned parallel to the axes 
of the Screws, and 

(d) a yoke configured to engage the guide rods included 
in each of the first and Second nut assemblies, the yoke 
of the first nut assembly connecting to the mandrel, and 
the yoke of the Second nut assembly connecting to the 
plunger. 

7. The extrusion blow molding machine as set forth in 
claim 6 wherein the first Screw and the Second screw are 
positioned in axial alignment and the plunger and mandrel 
of the accumulator head are in axial alignment with the first 
and Second Screws. 

8. In an extrusion blow molding machine that includes an 
extruder to Supply plasticized material to an accumulator 
head having a plunger to eject plasticized material collected 
within a accumulator head through an annular die Outlet to 
form a tubular parison, the annular die Outlet being defined 
by diverging Or converging tooling that includes a die Outer 
ring and an inner mandrel, wherein the inner mandrel is 
movable to alter the size of the annular die Outlet, and an 
electromechanical drive assembly for the accumulator head 
comprising: 
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(a) a programming actuator including a first Screw driven 

by an electric motor and a first nut assembly that is 
connected to the mandrel of the accumulator head, 
wherein the first nut assembly and mandrel are linearly 
driven when the first Screw is rotated to move the 
mandrel and alter the size of the die Outlet, 

(b) a purging actuator including a Second Screw driven by 
an electric motor and a Second nut assembly that is 
connected to the plunger of the accumulator head, 
wherein the Second nut assembly and the plunger are 
linearly driven when the Second Screw is rotated to 
move the plunger and eject the plasticized material 
collected within the chamber, 

(c) a frame for Supporting the programming actuator and 
purging actuator Such that the axes of the first Screw 
and the Second Screw are parallel, the frame including 
a plurality of Support rods positioned parallel to the 
axes of the Screws and connecting to a base plate, an 
intermediate plate and an upper plate, the upper plate 
Serving to Support the programming actuator, the inter 
mediate plate Serving to Support the purging actuator, 
and the base plate Serving to Support the electrome 
chanical drive assembly and connect it with the accu 
mulator head. 

9. The extrusion blow molding machine as Set forth in 
claim 8 wherein the electric motor of the programming 
actuator is Suspended from the upper plate and is drivingly 
connected to the first Screw by means of pulleys and a belt, 
and the electric motor of the purging actuator is Suspended 
from the intermediate plate and is drivingly connected to the 
Second Screw by means of pulleys and a belt. 

10. In an extrusion blow molding machine that includes 
an extruder to Supply plasticized material to an accumulator 
head having a plunger to eject plasticized material collected 
within a chamber in the accumulator head through an 
annular die to form a tubular parison, the annular die Outlet 
being defined by diverging Or converging tooling that 
includes a die Outer ring and an inner mandrel, wherein the 
inner mandrel is movable to alter the size of the annular die 
Outlet, and an electromechanical drive assembly for the 
accumulator head comprising: 

(a) a programming actuator including a first Screw driven 
by an electric motor and a first nut assembly that is 
connected to the mandrel of the accumulator head such 
that the mandrel is axially aligned with the first Screw, 
wherein the first nut assembly and mandrel are linearly 
driven when the first Screw is rotated to move the 
mandrel and alter the size of the die Outlet, 

(b) a purging actuator including a Second Screw driven by 
an electric motor and a Second nut assembly that is 
connected to the plunger of the accumulator head Such 
that the plunger is axially aligned with the Second 
Screw, wherein the Second nut assembly and plunger 
are linearly driven when the Second Screw is rotated to 
move the plunger and eject the plasticized material 
collected within the chamber, and 

(c) a frame for Supporting the programming actuator and 
purging actuator Such that the first Screw and the 
Second Screw are positioned in axial alignment, the 
frame including 
(i) a plurality of guide rods positioned parallel to the 

axes of the first and Second Screws for constraining 
the first and Second nut assemblies when linearly 
driven by the associated Screws, and 

(ii) a plurality of Support rods positioned parallel to the 
axes of the Screws and connecting to a base plate, an 
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intermediate plate and an upper plate, the upper electromechanical drive assembly and connect it 
plate Serving to Support the programming actuator, with the accumulator head. 
the intermediate plate Serving to Support the purging 
actuator, and the base plate Serving to Support the k . . . . 


