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To all whon, it invally conce7n 
Be it known that I, EDWARD FLICEK, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Chicago, 
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Shoulder-Braces, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, which are 
made a part hereof, and in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoul 

der-brace embodying the invention. Fig. 2 
is an elevation, on a somewhat larger scale, 
of the spring which is incorporated in and 
forms a part of the brace. 
The invention consists in the features of 

novelty that are hereinafter described. 
AA are a pair of shoulder-loops, each of 

which is made up of two straps C. C.", both of 
which are preferably permanently united at 
ct', and one of which, C, is provided at its 
front end With a clasp B, through which the 
other, C., passes adjustably, the lower end of 
the strap C terminating in a suspender-strap 
C, which latter is itself adjustable by a slid 
ing clasp D of any suitable construction. At 
back both sides of each of these two loops 
A are secured to the upper end of one of the 
two branches of a spring E, to the lower end 
of which spring the back suspender-strap F 
is secured, said strap being in itself adjust 
able by means of an adjustable clamp f of 
any suitable construction. 
The spring E is constructed of a piece of 

spring-wire coiled at its middle to form an 
eye e, from which the two branches e' of the 
Wire proceed upward, crossing each other at 
the pointe', whence they diverge to the points 
e, at which points they are bent slightly, re 
sulting in converging portions e, above which 
the wire is again bent or doubled upon itself 
to form depending portions e', which are prac 
tically parallel with each other, and below 
which the Wire is again doubled upon itself, 
so as to form upwardly-extending portions e”, 
the portions e, e, and e, uniting to form eyes 
through which the straps of the loops A are 
passed, said loops being preferably perma 
nently secured therein by stitching, as indi 
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 1. I prefer to 
construct this spring precisely in the manner 
above described and as shown in the draw 

ings, but I desire to have it understood that 
in its broadest aspect the invention is not 
limited thereto, but, on the contrary, compre 
hends a spring of any construction that af 
fords at the lower end means for attaching 
thereto a back suspender-strap and which has 
two substantially upright yielding branches 
proceeding upward from the back suspender 
strap to a point approximately between the 
shoulder-blades, each of said branches hav 
ing both sides of one of the two shoulder 
loops attached to its upper end substantially 
as already described, so that when the shoul 
ders are thrown forward, carrying the loops 
With them, the upper portions of the two 
branches of the spring will yield, as indi 
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the recoil of 
the spring tending constantly to draw the 
shoulders back. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. A shoulder-brace, having, in combina 

tion, a back suspender-strap, a spring to 
which said strap is secured, whence the spring 
proceeds upward in the form of two substan 
tially upright yielding branches which ter 
minate at a point approximately between the 
shoulder-blades, and a pair of shoulder-loops, 
both sides of each loop being secured to the 
upper end of one, and only one, of the branches 
of the spring, so that when the loops are 
drawn apart the two branches of the Spring 
will be deflected laterally, substantially as set 
forth. 

2. A shoulder-brace, having, in combina 
tion, a back suspender-strap, a Spring to 
which said strap is secured, whence the spring 
proceeds upward, in the form of two substan 
tially upright yielding branches which cross 
each other and terminate at a point approxi 
mately between the shoulder-blades, and a 
pair of shoulder-loops, both sides of each 
loop being secured to the upper end of one, 
and only one, of the branches of the Spring, 
so that when the loops are drawn apart the 
two branches of the spring yield laterally, 
substantially as set forth. 

3. A shoulder-brace, having, in combina 
tion, a pair of independent shoulder-loops, a 
back suspender-strap, and a spling through 
the medium of which said loops and strap are 
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connected, said spring being formed of a sin- per end of one and only one of the branches To 
gle piece of wire bent at its middle to form of the spring, so that when the shoulder 
an eye to which the back suspender-strap is loops are drawn apart the two branches of 
secured, whence it proceeds upward in the the spring will yield laterally, substantially 

; form of two substantially upright yielding as set forth. 
branches which cross each other above said EDWARD FLICEK. 
eye and terminate at a point approximately Witnesses: 
between the shoulder-blades, both sides of T. M. HOPKINS 
each shoulder-loop being secured to the up- I. CROSS. 


