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5 Claims,

This invention relates to improvements in fold-
able desk-and-cabinet units.
One of the objects of this invention is to pro-

“duce a foldable desk, especially adapted for chil-

dren, and capable of conversion by folding into
a compact space-economizing cabinet and by
extension into a desk having a strong firm writ-
ing surface.

Another object of my mventlon is ‘to provide,
in a combined desk and cabinet unit, a cabinet-
body having one or a plurality of drawers, mov-
able transversely of the line of movement of ex-
tension and supporting members, through one
side of the said body, the extension member pro-
Jecting from the front of said body to convert
the unit into a, desk.

Still another object of my 1nvent10n is to pro-
vide a unit of the type specified having support-
ing members including leg extensions connected
by levers and movable simultaneously into fold-
ed and extended positions.

Still another object of my invention is to pro-
vide simple means operable on movement of the
supporting members and legs into folded posi-

tion to engage and prevent opening of any or all

the drawers.
Still another object of my invention is to pro-

- vide drawer-engaging or locking members on the

foldable supporting members and an extension

‘writing member, preferably  comprising a part

of the front of the cabinet, movable to fold over
foldable supporting members and to be secured by

.a lock to a stationary front part of said cabinet,

whereby a single lock will enable all the parts
of the desk to be retained in locked position.

With these and other objects in view, the in-
vention comprises the combination of members
and arrangement of parts so combined as to co-
act and co-operate with each other in the per-
formance of the functions, and the accomplish-
ment of the results herein contemplated, and
comprises in one of its adaptations the species
or preferred form illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which:—

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a foldable desk
and cabinet embodying my invention in folded
position;

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of said desk and
cabinet in extended position;

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3—38 of Fig 1
looking in the direction of the arrows;

. Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1
looking in the direction of the arrows;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged section of the latch ele-

(CL. 45—6)

ment between the foldable writing top and sta~
tionary part of the cabinet body, and

. Fig., 6 is an enlarged section of the lock em-
ployed by me.

- Referring now to the drawing, 1 indicates my
desk and cabinet which embodies in the -folded
position thereof, as shown in full lines in Figs. 1
and 3, an enclosed oblong cabinet provided with
three drawers {4, 14’ and {42, Said cabinet com-
prises, as shown, a horizontal base-member 12
having feet 12’ to raise the same off the floor,
a back member {3, a top member 1, a vertical
side member {1 at one side and a vertical post
member 11’ at the opposite side spaced from the
back to provide drawer insertion space at said
side, which space is as shown divided by hori-
Zontal infermediate partitions 122, 120 to pro-
vide space for. three drawers {4, 14’, 142 each
slidable as shown in separate compartments i4b,
{4c, 149, on rails I4e, 14f, {45, The cabinet is
partially open at its front portion and the cab-
inet~-top member 1 has hinged thereto by hinges
‘22,20 peneath the front. edge thereof, a writing
top 2 which when closed forms an upper panel
of three panels enclosing the front of the cab-
inet, and said writing top preferably folds into
flush relationship with lower sectional stationary
panels 16, 16’ which close the lower front por-
tion of the cabinet except for a slot 162, The
writing top is supported in extended position by
supporting members 3, which extend to the floor
and provide a firm and solid support for said
top. These top-supporting members 3 are, as
~shown, hinged to the frame members 14, {{’ by
means of four hinges 3¢, 34, 3¢, 3f to swing in
a horizontal plane and each comprise body por-
tions 32 connected at one vertical edge to a frame
‘member-and floor-contacting leg portions 3" at
-the free vertical edge of the body portions 3a.
The panels 16, 16’ are separated by said slot 162
_through which the lower leg portions 3’ of the
top-supporting members are, during movement
-into closed position, adapted to move.

The supporting members for the writing top are
thus. closable beneath the table ‘top to permit
the same to swing down over the body portions,
32, and part of the legs 8’ of said members 3, and
the legs close together and move through the slot
between panels 16, 16, thus permitting the writ-
ing top to fold into closed position in which its
~outer edge will be flush with the top edges of the
panels 16, 16" to which it may be fastened and
locked in closed position. )

In the preferred form of my invention, the two
supporting members 3 are connected together
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’{;ne‘ta_ble top to ome of ‘the panels 16;.

-drawn- from their holes (87,

by a system of levers to caiise the same to be
moved into open and closed position together by
a single pull on either one of the said members.
As illustrated, levers 4, 4’ are fixedly pivoted
at 42 and 4® on the bottom surface of the top
member T and these levers are crossed and one
has a slot 49 and the other a pin 4¢ forming at
the crossing point a slot and pin connection. The
ends of the levers B, 5’ at the opposite sides of
the slot and pin connection have pivotally con-
nected thereto at 5; 6 one of the ends of the
links 6, 8, the dpposite ends of said links being

pivotally connected to the top-edge portions of .

each of the supporting members 3, at 62, 69, inter-
mediate the vertical edges thereof, a .portion of
said top edge being depressed to provide space
for said links. The top edges of said members
3 are preferably reinforced By metal strips: 3%, 3hb..
One of said foldable supporting members carries
means for engaging  and locking the drawers
against.sliding: moventent and; as shown, I pro-
vide on the leg 3’ engaging -and: locking means
comprising o series of pegs 18, 19, and 20 and to
cooperate therewith I provide in the drawers: 14,
14’ -and. 142 holes .18/, 19" and 20’ into which
said pegs enter when the supporting members

-are-moved into-closed position.

A lateh. 15 is provided. for releasably Jatching
f6’. As
shown; this. latch bolt 15 is arranged to-enter
a metal reinforced socket 17-in the panel 16’, and
comprises a plunger composed of & disc 155 ar-
ranged above-a partition: 16 and having a rod 15
extending. through. said: partition and provided

With a rounded.enlarged nose and with a spring

15" arranged between said nose and said: parti-

-tion.

A key—actuated lock21 is also:provided for lock-
ing the writing member to -one of the.said sec-
tional: panels:‘and; as ‘shown, to. the: panel. {6.
The lockhas a key-actuated bolt: 22 which:enters
a socket23:in-said panel 16, sdid:lock being actu-

atable by a suitable key through.the key hole

24,

It will be seen that a. lockmg of. the writing
top also. locks and prevents access to.the drawers
because the pins 18, 9 ‘and 20 cannot be with-
19’ and. 20’ ‘until
said lock is-‘released, 'the writing ‘member raised
and: the supporting elements: swung out.

The:opération. of opening and: closing Will be

‘cbvious from:the above description.

. Having described my invention, I claim:

1. A foldable-desk-and cabihet unit'embodying, -

in combination-a casing Hhaving the conforma-

-tion substantially of‘a rectangular parallelepiped

provided with a foldable front portion:extensible
by verfical movement. thereof to:provide a writ-
ing:mémber; a.stationary panel section disposed
substantially. flush with the -said writing surface

‘mernber in.closed position and forming substan-
-tially the balance of the front-face-of said cabi~

net, and a foldable- support arranged in folded
‘position benheath and inside the plane-6f the front

‘faceof the cabinet and ‘movable horizontally into

contact with the under surface of the ‘writing
member-and with ‘thefloor.
2 ‘A foldable désk:and-cabinet unit embodymg,

-in:combination; a‘casing-having the conformation

substantially of ‘a. tectangular paralleleplped
provided with'a:foldable front portion ext;enmble

by vertical i movement: thereof to provide a-writ-

ing member, a pair of statiohary panels-disposed
substantially-flush with the closed position-of said

-foldable “front-side portion,- spaced to ‘provide
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a slot and forming substantially the balance of
the front face of said cabinet, a pair of support-
ing members each hinged at one edge to an edge
of the cabinet and having its opposite edge free,
said supporting members being arranged inward-
ly of the plane of the front face of the cabinet
and adapted to swing horizontally into contact
with the bottom surface of the writing member
and with the floor, said supporting members hav-
ing leg portions at their free edges passing in
folded position through said slot between the
said panels.

3. A foldable desk and cabinet unit embodying,
ih combination, a casing having the conformation
substantially of a rectangular parallelepiped pro-
vided with a foldable front portion extensible by
Vertical ‘movement thereof to provide a writing
rhembet, o pair of stationary panels disposed sub-
stantially flush with the closed position of said
foldable front-side portion spaced to provide a
-slot: and.: forming 'substantially the balance of the
front face of said cabinet, & pair of supporting
-‘members each hinged af -one edge to an edge of
-the:cabinet and having:its-opposite edge free; said
supporting. members: being arranged: inwardly of
the; plane: of the front-face of the cabinet and
-atapted: to swing horizontally. into-contact with
the bottom surface of the writing member and
with: the: floor; said supporting members having
-leg portions at their free edges passing in folded
position-through said slot-between the said panels,
a .- plurality of sliding' drawers..in said: cabinet
movablethrough one-end therecf, and means car-
ried by said supporting: members engageable in
:closed: position with said drawers, whereby a
movement into closed position- of the:supporting
-members locks the drawers.

"4, -A foldable desk-and cabinet unit embodying,
‘in’ combination, a.casing having:the conformation

-substantially: of a.rectangular parallelepiped pro-

vided with a foldable front portion extensible
-by vertical: movement thereof te-provide a writing
member, &.pairof. stationary panels:disposed sub-
stantially-flush: with' the -closed: position: of. said

foldable ‘front-side. ‘portion; spaced. to provide a *

slot and forming substantially the balance of the

-front-face -of sdid cabinet, -a pair of supporting

‘members ‘each liihged -at -one edge to-an edge of
“thie:cabinet'and havinhg its oppoesite edge free, said
‘sugiporting ‘members -being-arranged inwardly of
‘the plane -of ‘the ‘front ‘face 'of the-cabinet and
adapted’ to- swing ‘horizontally into:contact ‘with
-the ‘bottom: surface of the. writing member and
‘with the floor, said supporting ‘members-having
leg-portions-at ‘their free'edges’ passing in folded

-position:through‘-said ‘slot between-the said panels,

a:plurality-of’sliding drawers'in‘said cabinet mov-
able ‘through-gne-end thereof, means carried by
§8id ‘supporting members ‘engagesble in closed
position’ with--said” drawers; and- a ‘single lock’
mounted ontheouteredge of said’extensible front
face member and: having. a -lock: bolt engageable
with:the top edge of one’ofisaid stationary: panels,
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whereby a movement of-the said bolt:on-the fold-

-able front. portion into-locking:engagement will'
-completely-lock- the cabinet-and:drawers.

5. A foldable desk and cabinet unit embodying,
-in combination, a casing having the.conformation
‘Substantially of a.rectangular: parallelepiped: ;pro-

vided with a-foldable front. portion.extensible by
“vertical movement thereof to.provide a writing

member, a pair of. -Stationary panels disposed sub-
stantlally “fliish with .the closed posifion of said
foldable front-s1de portion, spaced to.provide a

0

-

“slot ‘and‘forming substantially the balance of the ‘70
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front face of said cabinet, a pair of supporting
members each hinged at one edge to an edge
of the cabinet and having its opposite edge free,
said supporting members being arranged inwardly
of the plane of the front face of the cabinet and
adapted to swing horizontally into contact with
the bottom surface of the writing member and
with the floor, and lever mechanism comprising
crossed levers pivoted at one end to the stationary

3

parts of the ecabinet, having an interimediate con-
nection with each other and links pivoted at one
of their ends to said levers and at the other ends to
top edges of sald supporting members, whereby
movement of one member will cause simultaneous
movement of the other, and a movement limiting
stop for both members is provided.

JOHN FANARJIAN.
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