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To wll whom ¢ may concern.:

Be it known that I, HARRY A. SEYMOURE,

a citizen of the Umted States of America, re-

siding at Chicago, in the county of Coolk and
5 State of Ilhn01s, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Frames for Pic-
tures, Photographs, and other Articles, of
which the following, when taken in connee-
tion with the drawings accompanying and
forming part hereof, is'a full and complete
spemhcamon snfﬁexent to enable those skilled
in the art to which it pertains to understand,
make, and use the same.

This invention relates to round and oval
15 frames made of sheet metal and designed to
be used to frame pictures, photog raphs, and’
other analogous articles; and the object of
this mventlon is to obtam a round oran oval
frame made of sheet metal, which shall be
artistic and pleasing in appearance, not ex-
pensive to manufacture, durable, -easily
placed upon or around the 'several articles to
be framed thereby by a person not particu-
larly skilled in the art, and a frame which
25 will well protect the article framed thereby.

I find it necessary in making a frame em-
bodying this invention, whether the same be
round or oval, to construct it of metal strips—
as, say, of .sheet-brass, sheet-steel, sheet-cop-
per, or other dnctile metal—sheet-aluminiam
being also well adapted therefor, and in all.
cases to make the frame expansible to permit
the framing of articles thereby, and the man-
ner of obtaining the desired expansibility is
hereinafter fully set forth.

I have illustrated this invention by the
drawings referred to and accompanying and
forming a part of this specification, Figure
1 thereof being a front elevation of a round
frame embodying the invention, the frame
closed and containing a glass, a mat, and a
back, the picture or photograph or other ar-
tiele which such frame is adapted to contain
being omitted to expose the back to view;
Fig. 2, a front view of the frame illustrated
in Fig. 1, the frame being open or expanded
and containing a'mat, a glass, and a back,
the same as in Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a vertical sec-
tional view of Fig. 1, showing the relative
o position of the mat, the glass, and the back
or backing eontained in theframe and show-
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ing also a lateral sectional view of the frame;
Fig. 4, a top plan view of the ends of the
strip of sheet metal from which the frame is
made with the boltor bent pin, which I prefer 535
to use to detachably hold the endsof the strip
together, also shown, such ends not being se-
cured together; Fig. 5, a top plan view of the
ends of the strip which is illustrated in Fig.
4 with suchendsin engagement; Fig. 6,anend
elevation on line 6 6 of Fig. 4 viewed in the
direction indieated by the arrows; Fig. 7, a
likeelevation of the opposite end of the frame
to that illustrated in Fig, 6 online 77 of Fig,
4 viewed in the direction indieated by the ar- 63
rows; Fig. 8, a perspective view of the bolt
or bent pin, which I prefer to use to hold
the ends of the strip of which the frame is
formed together. Fig. 9 isa view of a modi-
fication of the Dolt illustrated_ in Fig. 8. y>
Fig. 10 is a front elevation of a modification

of the frame illustrated in Figs. 1 to 7, all
inclusive, of thedrawings. Tig. 11 is'an ad-
ditional modification of the frame, and Tig:"
12 is an additional modification. - 75

A reference-letter applied to designate a
given part is used to. indicate such part
Lhrouorhout the several figures of the draw-
ings whelever the same appears.

a o', Figs. 4 and 5, are the ends of the strip
of sheet metal A, from which the frame B
embodying the invention is formed or spun.

B is the frame. .

E is a mat which is illustrated inclosed in
the frame merely to show it in its relative po- 85
sition with the glass and backing and the
beads of the frame

C is the glass of the frame, and D 1s the
backing thereof

F, I‘lo' 8, is the bolt or engaging pin which
I prefer to use to engage with the ends of the
strip of which the frame is formed to catch
or lock the frame together. -An ordinary bolt
with screw-threads may be used to hold such
ends together, if preferred. 95

G is a hole in the.end a of strip A, and H1is
a slot in end H' of the strip. Bolt Fis U-
shaped, as is well shown in Fig. 8, and is in-
serted through the hole G, and, if preferred,
then slightly flattened, so as not to readily
fall out therefrom, but easily turned therein.
The end f of the bolt F is of suitable length
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to easily pass through the slot H in end o' of
strip A. To join the ends ¢ ¢’ and attach
them together, the bolt F is brought through
the slot H as well as through the hole G and
then turned one-half around—thatis, the bolt
F' being in the position illustrated in Fig. 4
of the drawings it is inserted in slot H and
turned into the position illustrated in Fig. 5.
The ends a ¢ cannot thereafter be disengaged
so long as such bolt or bent pin F remainsin
the position thereof illustrated in Fig. 5, and
the strain on such bolt or pin F tends to hold
it in such position, locking the ends a o' to-
gether.

IJ are the turned-over edges of the strip A,
forming, respectively, a bead or torus to the
frame.

KX K are curved ends of strip A, so formed
that when the bead or torus I and the bead or
torus J are formed over, as illustrated and
described, such edges will come in close con-
tact at the end edges thereof, but will not
overlap. A portion of the end ¢, having the
contour-line marked with reference-letter I,
is “‘set out,” as by a set, from the remainder
of the strip A, so that the ends ¢ «' come to-
gether,with the curved parts K Kin the same
plane when bolt I is inserted in place and
turned to lock or catch the ends together, as
hereinbefore described.

M M are ears-at the ends of strip A.

It will be observed that the functions of the
beads I J are as well to maintain the contents
of the frame therein as to form the e¢rown-
molding or bead or torus of the frame and
that beeayse thereof it is necessary to open
the frame intosubstantially the form or shape
or position illustrated in Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings in order to insert the mat, glass, and
other article to be framed thereby and the
backing, and it is this feature of the frame
which is referred to by me as the expansi-
ble feature thereof in the term ‘“expansible
frame.”

In Fig. 10 I have shown a frame which is
oval in front and rear plan view and not cir-
cular, as is the frame illustrated in the re-
maining figures of the drawings; but the con-
struction of the frame so illustrated in Fig. 9
is in other respects the same as the hereinbe-
fore-deseribed frame.

In Fig. 11 an additional modification of the
frame is illustrated, it being triangular in
front elevation, and in Fig. 12 a modification
is shown wherein the frame is rectangular.

In all the modifications shown it will be
observed that the corners are rounded, so that
the beads or torus may be formed over in the
shape hereinibefore described.

I have hereinbefore referred to the frame
embodying my invention as round or oval
because I prefer such shaped frames; but I

685,695

desire it to be understood that the shape of
the frame in front elevation is not an essen-
tial part of this invention and that a frame
whiech is rectangular, triangular, or of any de-
sired shapeinfront elevation having rounded
corners permitting the forming over of the
bead or torus I and also the bead or torus .J
may embody this invention, the essential fea-
tures of the invention being the front and
back bead or torus, the expansible features
hereinbefore described permitting the put-
ting of the frame on the articles to be framed
thereby and on the glass, mat, and backing
thereof, and the detachable joining of the
endsof the strip of which the frame is formed.

In Fig. 9 a modification of the U-shaped
bolt or pin F is shown, such modification be-
ing lettered F' and having the upset end '
and arm f.

Having thus described my invention, the
manner of using the same, and the operation
of the frameembodying thesame,whatIclaim
asnew, and desiretosecure by Letters PPatent,
is—

1. Asa new artiele of manufacture a frame
comprising a strip of sheet metal with the
edges thereof formed into a bead or torus, re-
spectively, and means for attaching the ends
of the strip together and for detaching such
ends: substantially as specified.

2. As anewarticle of manufacture, aframo
comprising a strip of sheet metal, with the
ends of the strip provided with ears, one of
such ears ‘‘set out” go that the remainder of
the ends are in the same plane, and with the
respective sides of the strip formed into a
bead or torus, and means for detachably se-
curing the ends together: substantially as
described.

3. Asanewarticleof manufacture, a frame
comprising a strip of metal provided at the
ends thereof with ears, such ears positioned
so that when overlapped the remainder of
the ends of the strips abut in substantially
the same plane, means for detachably secur-
ing the ears together, and with the sides of
sueh strip formed to provide a front and back
bead or torus, one of the ears provided with
a hole therein and the other one provided
with a slot, and a bolt passing through such
hole and slot, such holt provided with an arm
whereby when the bolt is inserted and turned
into locking position the ends of the strip are
secured together thereby: substantially -as
described.

Signed at Chicago,Illinois, this 24th day of
May, A. D. 1901.

HARRY A. SEYMOURE.

In presence of—
JACOB LOWENTHAL,
CHARLES TURNER BROWN.
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