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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS W. PI1TTS, of
Gainesville, in the county of Alachua, State
of Florida, haveinvented certainnew and use-

ful Improvements in Toilet-Pins, of which the

followingis a complete specification,reference
being had to the accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention is to produce an
improved toilet-pin which,in that it comprises
a spring-actuated pin and keeper, is compre-
hended under the general class of safety-pins;
but its range of use is more extensive than
that of the usual safety-pin. It is adapted
not only to be used like the ordinary safety-
pin, but also being applicable in such man-
ner as to avoid strain upon the pin proper and
to be employed in a variety of uses to which
the ordinary safety-pin is not adapted.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure I is
a perspective view of my pin, showing the
pins proper held by the keepers. Fig.Ilisa
gimilar viewshowing the pins open and in line

with the keeper-frame.

Referring to the numerals on the drawings,
lindicates the cross-head, 2 and 3 the keepers,
4 and 5 the cross-head supports, and 6 and 7
the back strands of a frame that is preferably
made entirely of wire. Hach of the back
strands 6 and 7 terminates in a pivotal mem-
ber or resilient knuckle § and 9, respectively,
which, when the frame of which the back
strands constitute a part is made of wire, is
formed by suitable coils of wire. Within the
knuckles 8 and 9 is carried a bowed pintle
10, whose opposite extremities terminate in
piercing members or pins proper, 11 and 12,
respectively. . The pintle 10, with the mem-
bers 11 and 12, constitutes a single substan-
tially U-shaped member.

In manufacturing the frame of my device
in its preferred form (of wire) the keepers 2
and 3 are formed by bending, beginning at
points equidistant from the middle point of
the eross-head 1, which is the middle of a
selected piece of wire. The supports4and 5
and the back strands 6 and 7, respectively,
are also formed by bending, and the equally-
coiled knuckles 8 and 9 complete the frame.

In assembling the frame with its pintle and
pins 11 and 12 a wire of suitable length is

preferably passed through the knuckles, and,
being bent at the opposite extremities of the
knuckles, its opposite terminal portions con-
stitute the pins 11 and 12.

The cross-head is bowed away from the
keepers 2 and 3, and the bow of the pintle,
already described, corresponds.to the bow of
the cross-head, so that the complete device is
in the shape of an arch, of which the back
strands 6 and 7 approximate the crown. It is
in consequence of the bow in the pintle 10
that the back strands 6 and 7 are made inde-
pendent of each other. Thisisdone notonly
because a single knuckle extending between
the pins 11 and 12 would not permit free
movement of the pintle, but also because the
separate knuckles exert a spring action upon
the bowed pintle 10, which tends to normally
keep the pins 11 and 12 closed or in proxim-
ity to their keepers.

If preferred, the wire supports 4 and 5 may
be intertwisted with the cross-head 1, and
likewise the back strands 6 and 7 may be
throughout a part of their length twisted.
This, however, is mere detail of manufacture,
to which it is not my intention to limit my
invention otherwise than the present state of
the art to which the invention belongs may
of necessity impose.

Itwasabove suggested in the general state-
ment of the invention that my device is ap-
plicable to certain uses to which the ordinary
safety-pin is not adapted and in such manner
as to transfer the strain from the pin proper
to the body part of the device. In other
words, the strain may be imposed upon the
terminal portions of the frame, while the pins
11 and 12 constitute mere retaining devices
adapted to hold the frame in operative rela-
tions to those objects which it unites. In this
connection it should be observed that the
cross-head 1 at one end of the frame is rein-
forced by the supports 4 and 5 and that the
knuckles 8 and 9 at the opposite extremity of
the frame constitute, with their inclosed pin-
tle 10, a comparatively rigid and unyielding
counterpart to the reinforced cross-head at
the opposite extremity of the frame.

What I claim is—

The herein-described safety-pin,comprising
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aframe having at one end a eross-head carry-
ing keepers on each extremity, and a pair of
resilient coiled knuckles at the other end of
said frame, extending at right angles from
the stem of said frame in substantially the
plane of the cross-head, said knuckles sur-
rounding and embracing a bowed pintle car-
rying upon each end a pin, whereby the coiled
knuckles have a tendency to open or close

the pin members and retain them within the 1o
keepers.
In testimony of all which I have hereunto

subseribed my name _
' THOMAS W. PITTS.

Witnesses:
CHASs. E. RIORDAN;,
JosePH L. ATKINS.




