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‘This invention relates to Aluminated ad- -
vertising letters and like signs for day and:

night display, and has for ity object to con-

siderably increase the luminotis: areq and: at-

- tractiveness- thereof; and also’to render. the::
display effective through 4 much greater an=
tively shallow stiips thut-are arranged an L

supported so as to leave a-space or spaces e~

gle of ‘aspect than has:hitherto been possible.
" Advertising letters and signs-of: the: kind,

referred to are commonly made in: solid and -
» trough forms, and illuminated by-electric-or

other lamps arranged upon the sarface of the
solid forms of signs and letters; or hotised: 1

the trough-like bodiesof trough letters or the.

o like.

. signs of-trough form are left open or are par--
~tially or Wholly"glaZed,VOf‘hé,Ve;l'etter's or de—

25 3 margin of light.
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The display faces of advertising letters and

vices: arranged in'the open face or faces of

“the trough so-as toleave between the-edges:
“of the trough and the ddjaceit édges of the
letter or device a marginal space through:

which light is transmitted from the-interior

" of the trough so that the device or letter is
' outlined or silhouetted against the trough by iz _ :

i U - ““from the uneqiial distribution and the reflec-
tion of

According to the present. ixi!véhtibnv {iluagnis

_nated advertising sign letters anid: the like of-
the kind referred to are formed: or provided
with open lateral extensions’ that. serve s
“shading or contrasting borders to the display-
- faces of the signs, which borders are.adapted

for illumination by the electric or other lamps

that are arranged as tustal'in or on the main
body of the sign.. - R R R O

The lateral extension or eXtehs’iOnS’rﬁ‘ajbé:

formed on or attached to the main_body of-
the sign letter or the like in any- preferred.
manner and position, and may if desired be

arranged to completely surround, the.latter.
~TIn a trough letter or the like the open lat-

" eral extension or extensions may be formed

on or attached. to the flanks or sides of the

trough, or the trough body may be shaped and’

Jimensioned to-form open lateral extensions
adapted to serve either asshading or contrast-

ing borders which-are preferably: divided.

from the adjacent main portions of the trough
by means-of baffles or partitions so ds to in-
crease the definition of the sign, but if de-
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‘the:adjacent lower surfices of the prough; -
by the electric or other. lamps arranged 4 o
uSual it the main body -of the:trough, the: =
‘Jurninated by light from: the lamps which i§° 65

‘passes through the gap: or gaps betweeri: the-

stirfacesiof the trough; so that the whole sigti,

+lamps or-light soufces cofitaitied in the-main,

- ranged in the main trough body the shading

~erably domed or archefl above such flanges;

- F 1 ¢
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sired such baffies _‘or?}»)"artﬁiti»dns' ‘may be dis- o

pensed with. il ton st
- ‘When the: open lateral extensions ave:sub=. oo o
-divided from'the trough: bedy by bafflesiors = ="

partitions; these latier miay- be transparent,

olazed: or perforated; oF mmdy comprise:

T e

and”

tween the bottom edges:of the partition and -

6

The trough letter: or the'like ig iliummated

open lateral extensions thereof beingalso-il-:
transmitted. through: the transparent, glazed’. . »
or perforated partitions, or by the light which

lower edges of the partitions and ‘the:

C(_)'Iﬁpris;in‘g'ﬁ_the ,_m'z'ti'n’vfti'bhfg‘hi and: its:latéral
extension ot extensions;is lluminated by th

trough body with- contrasting effect arising’

the light in the main trough and’ the-
lateral extension or extensions thereof, while ™ - .
if desired the main trough body may be - =
wholly or partly glazed in kiiowh manner R
- ‘When::a: silhouette letter or device is

or contrasting borders forined by the J1lumi- :
nated open lateral éxtension or extensionsof -

~the trough considerably increases the lumi- -

nous ‘area, brilliance and effectiveness of the 83,
sign.- : : G

"6 incresse the effectiveness of such sil-

. Hoitette letter or device signs when viewed

at an angle, the letter-or device arraziged i o ¢

‘the main trough is formed or provided with 99, .

depending flanges, and is. preferably consid-

while the adjacent-edgés of the. main trough
are formed or provided with'intirned flanges®

so that the lamps or the like‘arranged within 9. -

“the trough are concealed by the flanges. = "
.+ Colotir effects of various kinds- can be-ob- . R

tained: by employing coloured : lamps in the' -~ -
main- trough or by using variously: tinted- 7

transparent partitions or baffles or- glazing-of 100~



o

various tints, while the interior surfaces of

the open lateral extensions may be coated

- -with reflecting enamels of any required tints.

In the case of a sign letter or the like of

“solid form, the open lateral extension or ex-

tensions may be formed on-or attached to the

flanks or sides of the letter or the like, and -

--are conveniently made in metal which may
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be arranged at an angle so as to catch and re-
flect light transmitted from the lamps or"
other light sources by which the sign letter
-or -the like is illuminated in the ordinary

marnner. -

. When the lateral ‘trough—like extensions -
are gilded, the reflecting surfaces thereof are’

- preferably broken, as for example by sprink-

20"

25

. effectiveness

ling the same with rape seed or the like which
- -1s coated with paint and afterwards gilded

. 80 as to form a kind of matt surface from
‘which the light is evenlv and efficiently ‘1?13-
the -
~of . the . illuminated gilded

flected, - thus considerably  enhancing

surfaces. S . v
The- invention is: further deseribed with

‘reference to the accompanying drawings

- wherein : similar references indicate . like
cparts.. oo 0
- Figure 1 is a front view, and Figure 2-a
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“of open trough letter
“present invention. . :

45"

cross-section on the line II—II (Figure 1),
and Figure 3 a perspective view, illustrat-

ing- one construction of an open trough or-
: of a silhouette letter “B” in accordaince with'
- the present invention. '

- Figure 4 is a front view, Figure 5 a cross-
seetion on the line V—V (Figure 4), and

Figure 6 a perspective view, illustrating an-
- other construction in accordance with the .
.present - invention .embodied in: a silhouette

letter, or an open trough letter “S”.

cross-section on the line VITI--VIII (Fig-
ure 7), illustrating  a modified: construction
in accordance with the

. Figure 9 is a front view, and Tigure 10 a.

cross-section on the line X-—X (Figure 9),

- illustrating one application of the invention
~ to an ordinary solid or block letter,

50

Figures 11, 11a and 12 are detail views il

lustrating modified constructions. presently
referred to. R

Referring first to the open trough letter
“B” illustrated at Figures 1, 2 and 3, such

letter comprises the main trough 1 provided:

as usual with a platform or support 2 for
carrying. the holders 3 of the. electric lamps

-4 by which the sign is illuminated, the crowns

60

of such lamps being preferably coated with
translucent white enamel, or furnished with
opal caps so as to diffuse the light in known

manner. .o . Sles e
.- In the construction illustrated the main

trough body 1 is formed with open lateral
extensions 5 which are arranged to form

shading or contrasting borders at the centres.

the open lateral extensions 5.
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6 and 7 of the letter as well as at the peri-
phery or outline of the letter.
- As shown at 8 (Figure 2) the bordered

sides of the main trough bedy 1 are stepped

at a convenient. distance above the platform
or support 2 so as to-form the open lateral

70

extensions 5, which latter ‘are. subdivided ~

from the main trough body 1 by bafies or
partitions 9 that are shaped and arranged
in_the: stepped portions 8 of the trough so
as to'complete or maintain the crdinary out-

‘line of the letter formed by the main trough

body.

.. -As shown, the baffies or partitions 9 com-
prise relatively shallow flanged strips that

are connected to the sides of the trough and
supported by wires 10 so as to leave gaps 11

‘between the lower edges -of such strips and
the stepped portions 8 of the trough through

which gaps the light passes from the lamps
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4 of the main trough: 1, and thus illuminates -

“The front edges 5a of the open lateral ex-
tensions 5rare made to extend slightly above
the front edges 1 of the main trough 1 so
as to prevent scattering of light and to in-
crease the definition of the sign.. :

The contrasting borders are formed at the

- centres 6 and 7 of the letter by reducing the

usual centre openings indicated at 12 which
are bounded by the vertical walls 13, the up-
per edges 134 of which project slightly above
the upper edges 62 and 7a of the centres; the
centres - of other letters being similarly
adapted as required to obtain the contrasting
effects. - :
In the construction illustrated the bound-

ary edges of the display face of the main
.. trough 1 are formed or provided with exter-
Figure 7'is a.front view, and Figure 8 a.

nal flanges 14 and 15, which flangss may
be gilded or otherwise adorned so as to con-
trast with the colour of the interior surfaces
of the main trough 1 and these ef the open

- lateral extensions 5 which in the example

shown are white and red respectively.
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~In the construction illustrated at Figures .
4, 5 and .6, a silhouette letter or device 18 ..

is ‘supported in the open face of the main
trough body 1 so that the letter or device 16
is outlined in known manner by a clear mar-
ginal space 17 between the edges 1e of the
main trough and the adjacent edges of the
letter or:device 16. .

Asshown, the main trough body 1 is shaped
and dimensioned to. form the open laters]
extensions 5 which are subdivided from the
main body 1 of the trough by the baffles or
partitions 9, which latter are shaped and ar-
ranged- so as to complete or maintain the
ordinary outline of the letter or device ad-
jacent the open lateral extensions 5 so that
the latter form shading or contrasting bor-

ders on the. display face of the sign. ,
To enhance the shading or reliaf effect of

the lateral extensions 5 the ends 5a thereof
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are made oblique and: a cross wire 5b i ar:.

* - ranged at the intersecting-angles of theout:.
- line, as indicated at Figures'4 and 6. .-
The bafiles’ or partitions’9: comprise:rela- -
-#ively shallow strips ‘that-are conneécted: to:
“the sides of the-‘main. trough ‘body 1 and:
supported by wires 10 so-as to leave gaps 11~
betiveen the lower edges of such:strips.and:

the platform or support 2 which is arranged.
as ushial in the main trough 1-so asto carry:
" the holders 8 of suitable electric lamps 4 by -
" which the sign is illuminated.- SR

‘The front edges la.of the maiﬁ,,ﬁfbﬁgh-:ilt-

and of the baffles or: partitions 9-are formed

-with internal flanges 18, and the. adjacent
“edges-of the-device 16 are formed with.de: .
pending flanges 16a, above which-the front:

- or display face of the device 16 is arched.or

20

- ported in the open-face of the main trough

- domed so as to project beyond the front edges’
“Te of the main troughy: . o T

The letter or device 16 is detachably sup-

o -1 by means.of the,pin-w- secured to-the back

30
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of the device 16 so as to frictionally engage

with a counterpart socket- 2 mounted ‘upon

the base 2-of the trough:1 (see Fig. 5) ; stand-
ards 7 (see Figs: 5 and 6). being also ar--
~ ranged in the trough-1 so.as to engage the:
“flanges 16¢ of the device 16 and thus facili-
tate. correct. centerng of - the latter in- the .
- open face of the main trough 1...- = =~ :

- When the sign is illiminated -the light..
~from the lamps 4. is. transmitted-as usual~
© - through® the marginal space 17 and also-
5 through the gaps 11 in the partitions 9, thus -
illuminating the open lateral extensions b
- and also silhouetting the device 16 against the

outline of the main trough. - -

The baffles-or partitions 9 may be con-:
structed ‘in various, ways. - Thus, the same -
" “'may. comprise glazing bais as 92 which serve -
“to ‘suppert plain or colored glass. 19, as’
‘shown at Figure 11, or the baffles or parti- .

tiohs may consist of perforated metal or

: other strips as indicated at 21, Figure 11,

.~ which strips extend o the adjacent bottom
- surface of the trough. ::The light from the

main body of the trough :is transmitted

“through the perforated partitions 9 to the
-open lateral -extensions 5, While to: obtain

" color effects the perforated partitions 21 may
“ be covered with thin strips:19a of tinted cel-

" lateral extensions 5 may be formed by shaped

as indicated at Figure 12.. - .
‘Asillustrated at Figures 7

luloid or other suitable transparent material;

and ;.8,""c_zh'e open

angular strips of metal which are secured to

.the sides or flanks of the main trough1. In.
the constructions shown the open lateral ex-
0. tengions b are formed by angular metal strips:
- 99 formed with flariges 23 which are riveted.

or otherwise secured to the flanks or sides of

the main trough 1 so that the angular faces-
forming the lateral extensions 5 spring from"

-by light from the lamps 4:~ . 700 v
~1f desired, the open lateral extensions 5. = = -

-as a-shading when the latter is

téfminsivt»e, in s lip 94 5o that such angulat-

faces catch and reflect light transmitted from

the electric or'other lamps 4 arranged as usual .

in the main trough body 1 and thus formil- -
“luminated shading or ‘contrasting -borders. g
. A similar construction may:be applied.to; -

letters_of ‘solid -form, as. illustrated for ex-. .-

ample at Figires 9 and 10, wherein 25 ind:- "
‘icates the main body: of the letter upon the: -

‘display -face 26 of which electric or other

T :

lamps 4 are arranged -as-usual; the open: lat- -

~-eral extensions 5 being: formed by flanged
-angular-strips 22, the flinges 23 of which are.

attached to the flanks of the letter 25 so:that: .

the angular. faces thereof spring from the
display face of the letter, and

may be afranged so as to.completely sur-.
‘round the letter, as is illustrated for example o
by dotted lines in Figures7and 9, which con-. .~ . -

“sfruction is particularly effective for single - =" . .~
letters or devices such as monegrams and the. .. = oo
like, the: illuminated lateral extensions 5 be- -

ing perferably coloured: or tinted so.as to

ring from the -go. Vil
are lllumlnated e

85,

form @ constrasting field :or background to.. 7: o ..~

the display face of the sign, and also serve

various directions.

" The construction described with reference

viewed from: .

95:

- to Figures 1to 6 and Figures 11, 11la and 125 -

may - be similarly ‘modified. by forming:the:. -

“troughs so that the open lateral extensions 5. e

completely  surround the normal -outline.of. e

‘the letter formed by the bafiles or partitions : SE
“9 mounted and arranged so as to subdivide = :
the trough and enclose -the. electric lamps - .= =
‘4 which also illuminate the extensions 5 as. = = -
- previously deseribed. - . .- R

= Telaimas=—- -~

= BT e U RN (¢ B
1.:An advertising letter: or. like sign of -~ . -
‘trough form,. wherein- the trough body is "% 7
shaped and dimensioned to comprise -open .
lateral extensions adapted to form: contrast-:
“ing borders or shading, the norma} contour -
‘of said trough being'-defined against .said -
open lateral extensions by partitions con-

sisting of shaped bars supported in said
trough so as to leave gaps between the adja-. -~ -

cent bottom. surfaces of the trough and the:
“said bars, through which gaps light is trans- - =
“mitted from lamps arranged.in said trough " REE
to illuminate -said ,open. lateral extensions, -
" in which latter cross-pieces are arranged at
the angles of the outlines of the letter. .- ‘
2. An advertising letter or like sign of - =~
trough form, wherein the trough body is:i -

shaped and dimensioned to: comprise open
lateral extensions adapted to form constrast-

ing borders or'shading, the normal contour.
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of said: trough: being. defined against said: ~

so.as to leave gaps between the adjacent bot--~

5 the front edges la of the main trough and = tom surfaces of the trough ,anc_lthe-saigl} bars; 1%

“open lateral extensions by partitions consist-. .- R
ing of shaped bars supported in said-trough -~ -~
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tinted ;glaiing being‘arranged» in said ga.ps,
through which glazing light is transmitted
from lamps arranged in’ said trough to-il-

~luminate said open lateral -extensions, in"

. “vhich latter cross-pieces are arranged at the
angles of the outlines of the letters. -~
~'3. An advertising ‘letter. or like sign: of'

- trough form, wherein the trough body is

10

shaped and dlmensmned to comprise open
ateral es ctensions -adapted to form contrast-

: 'of said trough: being deﬁned against - said

.20

open lateral extens1ons by partltmns consist-
ing of shaped perforated strips supported in

2id trough so- that light from. lamps ar-
ranged in-the trough is transmitted through

a1d partitions -to illuminate said open lat--

eral extensions, in which latter cross-pieces

are arranged at the unules of the outlmes of’

dld letter. :
4. An’ advertlsmo' letter or hke sign’ of
trough form, wherem the trough body is

shaped and dimensioned to comprise open

- lateral extensions adapted to form contrast-

25 -

30

ng borders or-shading, the normal contour
-of said trough:being defined against said
open lateral extensions by par t1t10ns consist-

‘ing of shaped ‘perforated members with

etrlps of tinted, translucent material so. as
to form translucent
through which light is transmitted from
lamps in said trough to illuminate said lat-
eral extensions, in which extensions -cross
pieces are- arran(ved at the- angles of the out-
lines of said letter.

5. An advertlsmg letter or like. s1gn of" :

‘ trough form wherein the sides of the trough

- ‘body are stepped and shaped and dimensioned
to comprise open lateral extensions adapted ..
to form contrasting borders or shading about -

40

.. 4b

50 .
trough form wherein the trough body com-
prises open lateral extensions adapted.to form’

65

80

said trough; shaped translucent partitions

being mounted in the stepped portions.of said
: trou«rh so as to complete the outline of the’

htter against said open-lateral extensions;
the edges of said trough and: of said-parti-
tions being flanged; while the front edges of

“said open “lateral extensions extend slightly

above the flanged front edges of said trough
and its translucent partitions.
6. An advertising letter or like sign of

ing borders or shading, the rormal contour:
“‘open face of said trough-go:as to screen light

_colored - partitions:

1,789,867

lateral extensmns ‘are 1llum1nated by 11ght'
transmitted through sald translucent par-.

titions.
7. An advert1s1ng letter or like sign’ of

‘trough form wherein the trough body com-

prises open lateral extensions | adapted  to

“form contrasting borders or shading, the nor-
mal contour of said trough being defined

against said  lateral “extensions: by shaped

‘translucent - partitions" supported in said

trough; a counterpart device arranged in the

sources arranged thereln, while. leaving an

outlining marginal space between the edoes'

of said device and said trough,said silhouette
device having a domed front ‘and depending

flanges that’ extend below horizontal flanges

on the front edges of said trouOh and 1Ls
translucent pdl‘tlthl’lS

8. An advertising letter or like sign of
trough form wherein the trough body com-
prises open lateral extensions adapted to form
contlastlng borders -ox ‘shading the norimal
contour ot said:trough being: defined against

said lateral: e}ltensmns by shaped translucent

partitions. supported in said trough; a de-
vice detachably mounted in the. open Tace of

ginal space between the adjacent edges of said
dex ice and trough respectively, said silhou-
ette device havmo a domed: hont and “de-

pending flanges.

In testunony whereof T affix my signature.
AUGUSTE HARRY BRACKENSEX

contrasting borders or shading, the normal-- -

contour of said trough being defined against

sald open lateral extensions by shaped-trans--

lucent -partitions supported in said trough,

in the open face of which a silhouette device

is arranged so as to leave a clear marginal

space between the adjacent edges of the sil-.

houstte device and of said trough and ‘its : '
~ translucent partitions, so that light sources

arranged within the trough are screened by:

“said deVlce which is outlined and. silhouetted -

v65

against the ‘trough by light transmitted
»hrou gh said marginal spaces, while said open

70
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said trough so as to leave an outlining ln:u-‘ ‘
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