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1. 
This invention relates to a socket for miniature 

bulbs and the like and the mounting therefor. 
More particularly, the invention comprises means 
to. receive a miniature bulb. of conventional COIl 
struction such as are used in automobiles, radio 
sets, control boards, and similar installations. 
The invention has a special value as a means 

for quantity production at low cost without sac 
rificing satisfactory operation and length of Ser 
Vice life. 
The invention provides for reduction of parts 

to a minimum, including a body member and at 
least one resiliently supported contact member. 
The principal object of the present invention 

is to provide an improved socket to receive minia 
ture bulbs and the like. 

Another object of the invention is to produce 
a socket for miniature bulbs constructed of a 
minimum number of parts and adapted for quan 
tity production with high quality and long Ser 
vice life of the product. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a socket for miniature bulbs adapted to a wide 
variety of uses and free of mechanical parts 
which are likely to get out of adjustment or re 
quire replacement and repair. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a Socket for miniature bulbs or the like formed 
of plastic material having insulating qualities 
and adapted for precision molding so as to re 
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quire no machining of the parts and providing 
for rapid assembly and dependable operation. 
Other and further objects of the invention will 

appear in the course of the following descrip 
tion. 35 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

related ends, said invention, then, consists of 
the means hereinafter fully described and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claim, the annexed 
drawings and the following description setting 
forth in detail certain mechanism embodying the 
invention, such disclosed means constituting, 
however, but several of various forms in which 
the principle of the invention may be used. 

In said annexed drawings: 
Figure 1 is a central vertical sectional view, 

showing a Socket to receive a miniature bulb 
and the like, embodying the principles of the 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a central vertical Sectional view of 
a utility lamp casing, having a socket and minia 
ture bulb mounted therein, said socket and 
Inounting therefor embodying the principles of 
the invention; 

Figure 3 is an exploded View, showing the 
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2 
Socket body member and parts therefor prelimi 
nary to assembling; 

Figure 4 is a central vertical sectional view, 
showing a socket for a miniature bulb and the 
like, provided with a protective cap member; and 

Figure 5 is a central vertical sectional view, 
showing a socket. for a miniature bulb and the 
like, provided with a central body member and 
a removable socket shell at one end and a cap 
at the other end. 
AS is clearly shown in Figure 1 of the draw 

?ng, the socket i to receive the miniature btb 
or the like consists of an integral body mem 
ber 2 formed of Bakelite or other suitable plastic 
material, open at its upper end and preferably 
having a recess 3 at each side, with a lateral 
offset 4 to constitute a bayonet joint to receive 
the lateral lugs 5 on each side of a miniature 
bulb, such as are used in automobile tail-lights 
and the like. The base portion 6 of the body is 
molded with at least one passageway for a 
Spring-pressed contact member. In the form 
shown in Figure 1 a pair of through parallel 
passageways are provided to receive the recipro 
Catable tubular contact members 8, and the upper 
end of each passageway 7 is provided with a 
countersunk recess, 9 of a size adapted to receive 
a coiled Spring with its lower end resting in 
the base of said countersunk recess, and with its 
upper end bearing against a flared extension 2 
formed at the top edge of the adjacent tubular 
Contact member 8 and serving to exert tension 
endwise upwardly on the latter, upward move 
ment of the member 8 being limited by stop 
naeans later referred to. 

It will be observed that each tubular contact 
member 8 has a precision fit with its passage 
Way 7 in the base portion 6. A rib. 3 of arcuate 
form may be provided between the passageways 7 
to prevent accidental displacement of the con 
tact members and short circuiting of the ap 
paratus. The tubular contact members 8 are 
of a length. adequate to hold the springs under 
a slight degree of compression and have recipro 
catable movement in their passageways sufficient 
to permit the connection of the lateral lugs on 
the bulb. with the locking portions of the bayonet 
joint recesses. 
The assembly of the tubular contact mem. 

bers 8 with the body member 2 is of a very simple 
character, requiring merely the placing of a 
Spring fl in contact with the flared end portion 
of each of the contact members 8 and projecting 
the latter through its passageway in the base 
portion 6 of the body member 2 and putting the 

  




