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To all whon, it nailf CO7 cei'70; . . . 
Be it known that I, GOTTLIEB JEHLE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing in Long 
Island City, in the county of Queens and State 
of New York, haveinvented an Improvementin 
Coin-Actuated Wending Apparatus, of which 
the following is a specification. 
At hotels and in drug and stationary stores 

postage-stamps are frequently provided for 
the convenience of customers, and the Supply 
of these often involves considerable trouble 
without any profit, 
This vending apparatus is primarily in 

tended for the supply of postage-stamps, and 
it is adapted to hold postage-stamps-such, 
for instance, as pairs of postage-Stamps placed 
around a holder-so that tWotWO-cent stamps 
will be delivered when a five-cent piece is in 
serted in the coin-slot, Hence the vender is 
enabled to make a profit of One cent on each 
two stamps sold, and the apparatus is adapted 
to keeping the stamps in such a position that 
the mucilage will not cause Such stamps to 
adhere to the holder, and the apparatus can 
be opened for the insertion of stamps when 
the supply is exhausted, and the holder is 
stopped automatically when the stamps are ex 
halisted and an indication given that the ap 
paratus requires to be refilled. - 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation 
of the holder with the case in Section at the 
line as ac, Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a sectional plan at 
the line y j, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detached sec 
tional view of the coin-chute at the line ac', 
Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detached sectional view at 
the line y', Fig. 1; and Fig. 5 is a perspective 
view showing one of the stamp-holders with 
the projection thereon that forms the auto 
matic Stop. w 
The case A is preferably circular with a hol 

low base B, which forms a receptacle for the 
coins, there being an opening at 2 in the case 
A for the coins to pass into the hollow base 
B, and the front C is removable, the same be: ing preferably hinged at 3 to the case A and 
provided with a locking device at 4 for hold 
ing the front closed, and it is to be under 
stood that a padlock or a suitable fastening may be provided for securely holding the 

front or movable portion of the case when the 
Same has been closed. 
The stationary arbor D is permanently se 

cured in any desired manner to the case and 
it is adapted to receive the holding-wheel E, 
which has a tubular axis 5, surrounding the 
arbor D, and the wheel itself may be made 
either in the form of a disk or as a ring with 
arms. Upon the tubular axis 5 is a ratchet 
wheel F, and there is a spring-pawl 6, (rep 
resented by dotted lines in Fig. 1) which 
engages the teeth of the ratchet-wheel F to 
prevent the holding-wheel being turned back 
Wardly, and there is a spring-barrel G upon 
the arbor D, having ratchet-teeth around its 
edge engaging with a pawl 7 on the hold 
ing-wheel E, and within the barrel G is a 
volute spring fastened at one end to the ar 
bor D and at the other end to the spring 
barrel, and this spring-barrel gives motion 
through the pawl to the holding-wheel E, 
when the retaining mechanism hereinafter de 
scribed is liberated, so as to turn the holding 
wheel E in the direction of the arrow, Fig. 1, 
and it is to be understood that each time the 
apparatus receives a fresh supply of stamps 
the spring-barrel G is given a rotation in the 
opposite direction to the arrow, Fig. 1, so as 
to wind up the Spring and obtain the neces 
sary movement to give a rotation to the hold 
ing-wheel progressively as the stamps are de 
livered. 
Upon the back of the holding-wheel there 

are as many projections or pins 8 as there are 
stamp-holders, and these pins S engage the re 
taining-lever H, which is provided with a 
finger 9, that engages the pins 8, and there is 
a spring 10 for raising the retaining-lever H, 
and the strength of this spring is only suffi 
cient to raise the lever H, and when a five 
cent piece rests upon this lever, as herein 
after described, its Weight causes the lever to 
descend, drawing the finger 9 out of contact 
with one of the pins 8, so that the wheel E is 
liberated and partially rotated by the action 
of the spring in the barrel G. 

22 is a stop to limit the downward move 
ment of the lever H. 
The retaining-lever H is at the lower end 
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of the coin-chute I, by which the five-cent. 
piece or other coin is directed upon the lever 
H, and when said lever descends by the 
weight of the coin the coin rolls out at an 
opening I in the side of the slide I and falls 
through the opening 2 into the hollow base B. 
The upper end I' of the coin-chute is at an 
inclination to the lower portion I, and there 
is an opening at I in the edge of the coin 
chute opposite to the inclined portion I, with 
in which opening is a pivoted deflecting-lever 
K on the line, or nearly So, of and opposite to 
the lower edge of the inclined chute I, and 
this deflecting-lever receives whatever coin is 
assed into the chute at the upper end of the 

coin-chute I, and if a cent or a small coin is 
placed in such chute its weight is not suffi 
cient to turn the lever K and it rolls over 
such lever K and falls into the inside of the 
case without operating the mechanism; but 
if the proper coin is placed in the chute it is 
too large to roll out at the opening I in the 
edge of the chute and its weight is sufficient 
to swing the lever K into a nearly-vertical 
position, so that the coin passes down the 
chute I to the retaining-lever H, as aforesaid. 
I will now describe the peculiarity of the 

holders for the postage-stamps or similar ar 
ticles. It is to be understood that any de 
sired number of these holders can be con 
nected with the wheel E. I have represented 
twenty-four, and eachholder Lis made by pref 
erence of sheet metal, with lips 1112 13 turned 
upon the edges of the sheet metal, and the 
sheet metal is also cut with tongues 14 and 15, 
bent down into the position indicated in the 
perspective view, Fig. 5, so that there is a 
slight space between their outer ends and the 
lips 12 and 13, and these holders are conven 
iently connected to the wheel E by the flange 
16, riveted or soldered to the wheel. The size 
and shape of each holder is such that the two 
connected stamps can be received easily be-, 
tween the tongues 14 and 15 and the sheet 
metal base or body of the holder, and the lips 
12 and 13 prevent the stamp becoming dis 
placed, and the lip 11 is at the opposite end: 
of the stamps to the interior of the case A, 
and the holders are sufficiently near the in 
terior of the case A for the ends of the stamps 
to be bent around into the curved position 
shown in Fig. 1 as they are introduced into 
the respective holders, so that as the holding 
wheel E is revolved the curved end of the 
stamp is moved forward against the interior 
of the circular case A, and this case is smooth, 
except where there is a mouth 17 cut therein 
with an inwardly-projecting lip 18. Hence 
as the stamps are brought around in succes 
sion the advancing end of the stamp passes 
into the mouth, and in being straightened, or 
nearly so, by the lip 18 the end of the stamp 
be caught by the fingers and drawn out from 
the holder. It will now be understood that 
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each time the proper coin is introduced it 
passes down the coin-chute, and its weight 
upon the retaining-lever H causes such lever 
to move downwardly and draw the finger 9 
away from one of the pins 8, and the spring 
within the barrel Grotates the holding-wheel. 
The coin rolling off the lever H into the hol 
low base allows the lever H to return to its 
position and its finger 9 to catch the next pin 
8, and during this movement the stamp 
holder L, next to the mouth 17, is brought to 
that mouth and the stamp held by the holder 
projects at its end through the mouth and 
can be easily withdrawn by the purchaser. 

If the parts before described only were made 
use of, the holding-wheel might turn after all, 
the stamps were exhausted. To prevent this, 
the sheet metal of one of the holders is pro 
jected in the form of a spring-lip 19, upon 
which the word “empty' may be marked, 
and the last stamp in the apparatus is pre 
sumed to rest on this holder. Hence as the 
stamp is brought down to position for being 
withdrawn the sheet metal of the lip 19 stops 
against the lip 18, and the holding-wheelcan 
not turn any farther until the case has been 
opened and the lip 19 sprung inwardly suffi 
ciently to clear the lip 18, and the holders are 
to be filled with stamps introduced laterally 
with their projecting ends curved forwardly, 
and the apparatus is again ready for use. 

I have represented in the front C an open 
ing with a glass at C’. This allows the inte 
rior of the apparatus to be observed; but this 
glass is not always desirable, especially in 
places where the apparatus is not under the 
care of an attendant, because the interior con 
struction might be observed and an effort 
made to tamper with the apparatus by means 
of a wire or otherwise; and in order to allow 
for ascertaining the number of stamps that 
remain in the apparatus, especially if the 
glass C is dispensed with, I provide a suit 
able dial with numbers thereon correspond 
ing to the number of the stamp-holders L. 
This dial may be applied in any convenient 
manner upon the wheel H. I have repre 
sented such wheel Has having a cylindrical 
flange 20, and upon this flange numbers may 
be placed opposite to the respective stamp 
holders, and there may be an opening at 21 
with a glass, by which to observe the number 
upon the flange of the holding-wheel, and this 
opening and glass I have shown as adjacent 
to the mouth 17; but it may be placed in any 
convenient portion of the apparatus. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination, in a coin-actuated vend 

ing apparatus, of a wheel, a spring to actuate 
the same, a retaining-lever and coin-chute for 
causing the wheel to be liberated by the coin, a 

r p series of holders upon the wheel, each adapted projects, as indicated in Fig. 1, sufficiently to : to receive a stamp or similar article, and an 
inclosing case, against which the ends of the 
stamps or similar articles are in contact and 
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bent forwardly, there being a slot through the 
case with a lip at the opposite edge to the 
stamp, So that the end thereof will pass through 
the opening by coming into contact with the 
lip, substantially as specified. 

2. The combination, with an inclosing case 
having an opening and a lip at one side, of a 
wheel, a Spring to actuate the same, a retain 
ing-lever and coin-chute for causing the wheel 
to be liberated by the coin, and a series of 
holders upon the wheel, each adapted to re 
ceive a stamp or similar article, with its pro 
jecting end against the interior of the case, 
So as to be presented through the opening by 
the end coming into contact with the lip, and 
a flange upon the wheel to arrest the wheel 

after one rotation by coming into contact with 
the lip, substantially as specified. 

3. The combination, with the wheel in a 
coin-actuated vending apparatus, of a series 2 o 
of holders for postage-stamps or similar arti 
cles, each formed of a plate of sheet metal, 
with a flange fastened to the wheel, lips 11, 
12, and 13, and tongues 14 and 15 above the 
Stamp, Substantially as specified. 25 
Signed by me this 12th day of September, 
S9. t 

GOTTLIEB JEHLE. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. BIRTWHISTLE, 
JAS. D. HENDERSON. 

  


