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The present invention generally relates to a tent struc-
ture and more particularly to a portable tepee which is
quickly and easily assembled and disassembled and pro-
vides a portable shelier in which a fire may be easily
kindled.

The primary object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a tepee comstruction imcorporating a plurality of
poles having a ring member interconnecting the poles
adjacent their upper ends with the lower ends of the poles
being pointed for insertion into the ground thereby pro-
viding a framework which is readily assembled and
disassembled.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a tepee in which the cover of the tepee is provided with
an opening at the upper end thereof for exit of smoke
together with a closure flap for the opening.

A still further object of the present inventicn is to
provide a tepee in which there is an internally disposed
ventilator flap extending from subsiantially the ground
surface to an elevated position for providing for draft
for a fire within the tepee thus eliminating smoke and
also insulating the tepee construction.

Yet another important feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide a tepee comstruction in which the
poles forming the framework are telescopic for permit-
ting collapsing thereof for storage in a small space.

Still another feature of the present inveation is to pro-
vide a tepee structure in which the poles are provided
with pointed lower ends with the poles being of tubular
construction with at least one of the pointed lower ends
being removable for providing access to a transistorized
battery powered radio disposed and incorporated within
the tubular pole whereby the radio will be carried with
the tepee at all times and readily available for use.

Other important features of the present invention will
reside in its simplicity of construction, ease of assembly
and disassembly, and in the provision of a structure
which is safe and dependable and relatively inexpensive
to manufacture.

These together with other objects and advantages
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the
details of construction and operation as more fully herein-
after described and claimed, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the tepee of the
present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the cover for the tepee;

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the tepee with the
cover removed illustrating the ventilator flap attached to
the frame of the tepee;

FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view of one of the
telescopic poles illustrating the transistor radic mounted
in the lower end thereof;

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged, sectional view taken sub-
stantially upon a plane passing along section line 5-—5
of FIGURE 4 illusirating the snap-fasteners on the poles
and also illustrating the structure which enables longi-
tudinal telescopic movement of the sections of the poles;

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the ring for hold-
ing the upper ends of the poles in assembled condition,
a portion of one of said poles also being shown;

FIGURE 7 is an enlarged sectional view taken sub-
stantially upon a plane passing along section line 7—7
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of FIGURE 6 illustrating the details of the connection
between the poles and ring; and

FIGURE 8 is a plan view of a liner employing differ-
ent means for attachment to the frame.

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the numeral
10 generally designates the tepee construction of the
present invention which includes a cover generally desig-
nated by the numeral 12, a framework generally desig-
nated by the numeral 14 and a liner generally designated
by the numeral 16.

The frame 14 includes a plurality of tubular poles each
generally being designated by the numeral 18 and each
including a plurality of longitudinally telescopically ar-
ranged sections 20, 22, 24 and 26. The sections are
supported in extended position by a spring urged pin or
detent 28 in the corresponding inner member for engage-
ment with a depression 30 in the outer member for fric-
tionally holding the inner and outer members in extended
telescopic relation. The lower end of each lower sec-
tion 20 is provided with a pointed insert 31. As illus-
trated in FIGURE 4, the insert 31 may bs removed and
this particular pole is provided with a transistor radio 32
disposed in the lower end thereof along with a battery

. case 34 with the radio 32 being controlled by control

knobs 36 thereby enabling the persons using the tepee to
have a radio available for use.

Supported on each adjustable post or pole 18 is a plu-
rality of snap-fastener elements 38 which may con-
veniently be male snap-fastener elements for a purpose
described hereinafter.

The portion of the poles designated as the upper sec-
tions 26 are disposed in crossed relation and each of the
poles 18 is provided with a threaded stud 48 thereon
adjacent the upper section 26 and projecting inwardly
therefrom and extending through a slot-like opening 41
of a ring 42 having a convex outer surface 43 and the
studs 49 held in position by a wing nut 44. Ring 42
forms a ring for supporting all of the poles 18 thereby
retaining the poles in proper position during assembly of
the tent and also maintaining the poles in position after
the tent has been assembled. :

Disposed on the outer surface of the frame 14 com-
posed of the poles 18 is frusto-conical cover 46 which
has take receiving loops 48 on the lower edge thereof
adapted to receive tent stakes 56 for holding the cover
46 to the ground surface. The cover 46 is generally in
conical shape when closed and the side edges and bottom
of the cover 46 are provided with a reinforcing tape 52
having snap-fastener elements 54 thereon whereby the
snap fastener elements 54 on opposite sides of the cover
will permit the cover to be disposed in enclosed rela-
tion. Also, the lower tape is provided with snap fastener
elements 56 while the main body panel of the cover is
also provided with snap fastener elements 58 and the
upper end of the cover is provided with snap fastener
elements 60. Extending upwardly from the top of the
cover 46 is an upwardly and outwardly flared member
or fan-shaped flap 62 having generally pointed terminal
ends 64 each having a pocket 66 thersin. The flap 62
will serve to cover an opening 68 and will be held in
open or extended position by props or poles 76 whereby
smoke may be exhausted from the tepee through the
opening §8. The terminal pointed ends or edges 64 of
the flap 62 are retained in overlapped closed position by
a tie string 72 or snap fastener elements and the tie
string is engaged with a loop 74 formed on the cover 46.
The tepee cover 46 is also provided with an openable
door flap 7¢ secured in position by snap fasteners 78 for
providing access into the interior of the tepee.

The liner 16 is also frusto-conical and includes a sheet
80 secured todgether by snap fastener elements §2 and
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which is secured to snap fastener elements such as ele-
ments 38 on the poles 18 by corresponding snap fastener
elements on said sheet 80. The sheet 8¢ is of generally
conical construction and spaced inwardly from the cover
45 thereby defining an air passageway for insulation and
other purposes.

FIGURE 7 illustrates a modified form of liner des-
ignated by the numeral 84 which is provided with loops
86 at the top and bottom thereof for engagement around
the poles 18 and for accomplishing the same purpose as
the sheet flap 80 with either of the liners disposed against
the inner surface of the poles 18. The ring 42 is disposed
interiorly of the poles 18 which permits the poles to be
brought into parallel relation when collapsed and also
facilitates the connection of the cover at the juncture of
the poles when the tent is set up.

The props or poles 70 holding the smoke ventilating
flap 62 in open position may extend all of the way to the
ground surface or engage a portion of the cover 46 for
properly positioning the flap 62. The various snaps secur-
ing the cover in closed position and securing the cover
to the poles enable the poles to be retained in desired posi-
tion during erection of the tent and also maintain the tent
substantially waterproof thereby protecting occupants and
the fire from inclement weather conditions. The flaps are
preferably constructed of light weight fabric that is water-
proof and which may be of a synthetic nature while the
poles are preferably constructed of tubular material such
as aluminum tubing or the like which is light weight and
corrosion resistant.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to
the exact construction and operation shown and described,
and accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the inven-
tion as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A tepee comprising a collapsible, conical frame
structure including a plurality of upwardly converging
poles terminating in crossed upper end portions, a ring
within the confines of the frame structure pivotally con-
necting the upper portions of all of the poles whereby said
poles may be swung substantially into parallelism for
collapsing the frame structure, said ring having spaced
slots therein, said poles being rockable transversely on the
periphery of the ring, studs on the poles loosely engaged
in the slots, retaining nuts threaded on said studs, and a
flexible cover mounted on the poles.

2. A tepee comprising a collapsible, conical frame
structure including a plurality of upwardly converging
poles, a flexible frusto-conical cover mounted on the outer
sides of the poles, a flexible frusto-conical liner mounted

on the inner sides of said poles in spaced relation to the ;

cover and defining, in conjunction therewith, an air space
open at its upper and lower ends, and means connecting
the upper end portions of the poles, said means includ-
ing a ring having spaced slots therein mounted within the
confines of the poles in periphery-abutting engagement
therewith, said poles being rockable on the periphery of
the ring and including studs extending loosely through the
slots and retaining nuts on said studs whereby said poles
may be swung substantially into parallelism with each
other for collapsing the frame structure.

3. A tepee comprising a substantially conical frame
structure including a plurality of upwardly converging
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poles, a flexible cover mounted on the poles in spaced
relation below the upper ends thereof, said cover being
substantially frusto-conical and defining a generally cir-
cular, horizontal smoke-discharge opening at its upper
end, a substantially fan-shaped flap integral with said
upper end of said cover adapted to be wrapped around
the poles with its end portions lapped for closing the
opening, means for securing the flap in open position, and
means for connecting the upper end portions of the poles,
the first-named means including spaced pockets on the
end portions of the flap, and independent props mounted
on the upper portion of the cover and having one end
engaged in said pockets.

4. A tepee comprising a substantially conical frame
structure including a plurality of upwardly converging
poles, a flexible cover mounted on the poles in spaced rela-
tion below the upper ends thereof, said cover being
substantially frusto-conical and defining a generally cir-
cular, horizontal smoke-discharge opening at its upper
end, a substantially fan-shaped flap integral with said
upper end of said cover adapted to be wrapped around
the poles with its end portions lapped for closing the
opening, means for securing the flap in closed position,
means for securing the flap in open position, and means
for connecting the upper end portions of the poles, the
first-named means including a loop on the upper portion
of the cover, and a flexible tie on one end portion of the
flap adapted to be secured to said locp, the second-named
means including spaced pockets on the end portions of
the flap, and independent props mounted on the upper
portion of the cover and engaged in said pockets, the last-
named means including a ring having spaced slots therein
mounted within the confines of the poles in periphery-
abutting engagement therewith and including studs loose-
ly engaged in the slots and retaining nuts threaded on said
studs whereby said poles may be swung substantially into
parallelism with each other for collapsing the frame struc-
ture.

5. A tepee comprising a substantially conical collap-
sible frame including a plurality of upwardly converging
poles, a flexible cover mounted on the poles, and means
connecting the upper end portions of the poles, said
means including a ring within the confines of the poles
and including a transversely rounded periphery engaged
transversely therewith, said ring having circumferentially
spaced slots therein, studs fixed on the poles and loosely
engaged in the slots, and retaining nuts threaded on the
studs and engaged with the ring for rockably securing the
poles on said ring whereby said poles may be swiung into
parallelism for collapsing the frame.
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