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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE B. MELENEY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

CARD-CABNE. 

No. 926,294. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 29, 1909. 
Application filed August 15, 1907. Serial No. 388,725. 

To all uphom it may concern. 
Be it, known that I, GEORGE B. MELENEY, 

erence numerals indicate like parts through 
out the several views, the drawer or cabinet 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 1, whose front 2 may carry the sial label or 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Card-Cabinets, of which the 
following is a full, clear, concise, and exact 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing, for ming a part of this 
specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

the construction of card cabinets, and has for 
its objects, first, a novel form of card-locking 
rod adjustably mounted so as to permit the 
use of different kinds of cards,-as, for in 
stance, cards which are not to be taken from 
the cabinet without the withdrawal of the 
rol, and cards which may readily be removed 
by a slight manipulation of the rod; second, 
a novel form of focking arrangement for the 
rod; and, third, a new clamping means for 
the slide or follower, whereby the latter may 
be easily clamped in any desired position in 
the drawer. 

In the drawings which form part of this 
specification, Figure is a top plan view of 
my improved card cabinet; Fig. 2 is a front 
view thereof; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. l; Fig. 4 represents 
two views in perspective, showing how differ. 
ent kinds of cards may be locked in place by 
my improved rod; Fig. 5 is a sectional view 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 3, showing the rod in 
its horizontal or card-locking position in full 
lines, and in its vertical or eard-releasing 
position in dotted lines; Fig. 6 is a cross sec 
tion on the line 6-6 of Fig. 3, (looking in the 
direction of the arrows), showing the locking 

rod and the 
drawer; Fig. 7 is a view on line 7-7 of Fig. 3, 
showing the position of the lug on the rod 
with respect to the slot when the rod is in its 

ked position; Fig. 8 is a perspective view locked tion: 
of the front portion of the rod; Fig. 9 is a 
view on the line 9-9 of Fig. 1, showing the 
follower with my improved clamping means 
or securing the follower against movement; for securing the foll gainst mov t; 
Fig. 10 is a cross sectional view of the fol 
lower taken on line 1)-1 () of Fig. 1; Fig. l 
is a detail view in perspective of my im 
proved clamping means for the follower; and, 

19. 2. S. 1'() It (t, WCW S ()Wts , ()(l- Fig. 12 front (etail v howing 
ied form of locking arrangement, between fied f f locking r t, bet 
the rod and the drawer; the plate. S. bcing 
indicted in dotted lines. . . . 

Referring to the drawings, wherein like ref 

index-card holder 3, is provided with open 
ings 4 and 5 in the front and back, respee 
tively. A flat card-locking rod G is adapted 
to be passed through the front opening 4 
until the head or knob 7 of the rod bits 
against the plate S (as shown in lig. 3), at 
which time the other extremity of the rol 
will preferably, though not necessarily, rest 
in the opening 5. The plate S is conven 
iently secured to the front of the crawer, as 
by trans of screw's 9 passing through holes 
10 in the plate. As most clearly shown in 
Fig. S, the rod (5 has a rounded portion 
which fits snugly in the central opening 2 in 
the plate S when the rod is operatively 
motuted on the drawer, as illustrated in Fig. 
3. It will be observed that the opening 12 is 
slotted at 13, and that the rounded portion 
li of the rod carries a lug 14 of a shape to 
enable it to pass freely through the slot, 13. 
it will now lie apparent that when it is lo 
sired either to it sert the rod in place on the 
drawer () to withdraw the rod from the 
trawer, at cording to circumstances, it is only 
le'essary to turn the rod until the lug 14 
registers with the opening 13. With the 
parts in this position, the tod is free to be 
moved longitudinally one way or the other, 
(either for mounting on the drawer or for re 
moval the refroin. 

It is readily seen from a mere inspection of 
Figs. 6 and 7, that in orde i' to lock the rod to 
the drawer after placing the same in position 
on the drawer, as just described, one need 
but turn the rod to move the lug 14 from its 
position of a linement with the slot 13, as 
shown in full lines in Figs. 6 and 12, to it. . 
position out of a linement with said slot, as 
indicated in dotted lines at 4' in Figs. 6, 7 
and 12. In order to limit the angle of move 
ment of the lug, and therefore of the rol, 
when the parts are assembled, as shown in 
Fig. 1, Exile the plate 8 on the inside 
with a cylindrical boss 15, as shown in Fig. 
6, having an opening 16 which coincides 
with and forms, in effect, a continuation of 
the opening 12 in the plate S. A sectoral 
portion of the upper half of this boss is cut 
away, leaving radial sides 7 and S. As 
may be seen from lig. 6, the side 18 coincides 
with the lower edge of the slot, 13. When 
the rod is locked to the drawer the lug li 
rests against the side 17, and in case I use a 
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flat rod, Substantially as shown, thri:iter its unlocked position with respect to the 
will rest, in a horizontai ) isition, as indicated (ii'ayyer, he raris with sitted holes are in a1; 
in Figs. i., 3, 4, 5 and 6. Shen tie rod is into:ke i position witi respect to the rod, 
rotated to its unlocked position, in which it ... in odified and somewhat simplified io:- 
is ready for removal from the drawer, he ing arrangement is shown in Fig. 2. - ; o 
lug 14 rests against the side 8 of the boss 5. stead of securing the spring 19, as shyn in 
in this unioeked position tie rod is verti- Fig. 6 to the plate 8, in this instance insert, 
cai, -that is to say, in case use a flat rol. he sping-ilade 9 in a slot in the iroi; 2 of 
in order to hold the rod in either of these pi)- the traver, it is readily apparent frit a 
sitions, so aste preven accidential turning of mere inspection of Fig. 12 that the effect of 75 
the 88me from one position to a notihei, ie in- the biasie i9' and the coöperation betwe 
gicy a resilient biasie 19 secured to the lugs said iiade and iug 14, are Silist:}) tially" 
20 on the plate 8 in any suitable manner, as identical with the effect and coöperation pts)- 
by coiling the ends of the blade a sufficient ticed in the for in shown in Fig. 6. The ?on 
dissance around the lugs. When the rod is figuration of the opening or recess in the s, 
rotated from one position to another. the front 2 of the drawer is for convenience ilius 
lug 14 will, during its travel about mid-way rated as triangular in Fig. 2, the sity iders 
between the sides or stops 17 and 8 (as if and is serving to limit, the rotary in ye 
indicated at 4'' is igs. 6 and 12), engage it: it of tie rod. By enjing rating but tw. 
the jade and slightly force ii outward, as in- forms of Fay ne'eilocking arrangeneat, to 35 
dicated in lotted ines in said figures. Upon not wisis to ine uniierstoft as coil fining my 
further rotation of the roti, tie pressure seif to such twoforias only, in certain of the 
against the blade by the lug will gradually claims hereinafter set, forit: ; intenti that 
ireilax; at the saxle time the lug will be forced such claims shali inck I?le any other variations 
to one side or the other' intil it rests in one or and inodifications of ray locking arrange- ...; 
the other of its besitions. By tilis simple inent tissi, meciatical skill inay ring about. 
expedient ain einailed to prevent, accide- (Of cairse, is is act necessary i? tie use if 
tai rotition of the rod by holding it, ither in any invention as hazeinaster set forth in cer 
is locked or unlocked position, without tain of file ciains, that, iny in proved for u if 
interfering with the easy and ready manipu- rod, whici permits the use of different kinds. 95. ision of herodwieri, is desired to lockit of cards, be employed in conjunction with 
to, it unlockit, iroin, is drawei'. any improved iociking arrage; ent between 

By employing a fish rod, that is one having the j'ad and he drawer. For it is quite evi 
a cross section substantially as shown, and deat that aid the advantages residing in thi . 
mounting the rod or the drawer to permit use of tile flat roll nounted (in the drawei' so ?o. 
rotation of the 'od, obtain this advantage as to be rotated to clifiercii. positions, nay. 
over card-cabinets as heretofore constructed; be fuity realized without the so if such lock 
it is sometimes desirable to use in a cabinet ling arringeineri, or of any other looking ar 
different kinds of cards,--to wit, cards in- rangement between the rod as the traver. 
tended to be extra 23&ntiy loaked in the likewise, my improved iocking device lees ; ; ; 
drawer, and cards designed to ie readily re- Foi, depend for is operative or it vets. 
moved from the drawer. By the first kind ol utility poi: he particular city of re; 
of cards mean cards which cannot he taken shown. Any form of rod, as it inst - 
from the drawer (that, is to say, of course, tie artilitary round iod nay be used coli 
without inutilation) unless the got is bodily nection with my in proved looking airs.lige- i: ) 
withdrawn. At the right of Fig. 4 I have illent. - shown such a card 19 having a hole panched i. some how to the third object of in 
near the bottom. 3 will be apparent, that yenkioia, -to wit, a new and in proved cl: rip 
cards of this kind can be released from lock-ing means between the foliosier at the 
ing engagement, with the Foci only by witi - tire wer. Heretofore it has been tis: sist . 
drawing the rod out of the hole in the card, &g arrest, the follower against moveinent by 
But, cards 19 provided esch with a slotted clamping it to the card-locking rod. Nata 
inole 21, assiown to the left of Fig. 4, an ibe Faily, such canaying devices call tact the ean 
readily renoy'ssi i r in the crijat when my ployed in connection with it's wers iniencied 
improved rod is empity"ed in contectioi to ie used without a rod, obviate this dif. i20 
there with, mercly by rotating sh: rod it) its iculty as follows: The side or folic 
indocked or vertical position, as the is tie- arries a plate 23 secured to the over end of 
seried, and as indicated in dotted lines in the rod 24 which passes through a vertical 
Fig. 5. With the rod in this position, the bore 25 in the follower. Any suitable line3ns 
38'ds having slotted holes can be easily with lay be eligioyed to produce vertical move 
drawin from the cabinet, it will be observed line?, of she re...-as, for instance, a nui 26 
that when the rod is in its lockeci position engigging the screw-threaded end of the roi. 
with respect to the drawer, the caids witi | A washei. 27 may be interposed between the 
slotted teles are is locked position with re-nut, and the top of the follower. With the parts in tile assembled relation shown in Fig. 30 
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9, the plate 23 rests in a groove 28 in the to permit the mounting of the rod on the 
bottom of the drawer, the upper surface of drawer, said rod being, adapted for rotation 
said plate being drawn tightly against the on said drawer to a locked position, and 
horizontal surface 29 of the groove 28. To 

5 impart greater mechanical rigidity to the 
clamping device, as well as to provide addi 
tional centering means when the parts are 
being put together, the plate 23 may have a 
ridge 30 adapted to slide in the slot 31 in the 

to bottom of the drawer when the follower is 
is adjusted from one position to another. Un 
due movement or possible rotation of the 
clamping plate 23 relative to the follower is 
obviated 

5 plate 23, which projection enters a recess 33 
in the follower when the clamping device is 
being attached to the follower. 
The operation of my improved clamping 

means will now be readily understood. By 
20 rotation of the nut 26, the rod 24, and with it the gy, plate 23, is vertically adjusted 

one way or the other, either to draw the plate 
and the follower against the drawer to pre 
went movement of the follower, or to sepa 

25 rate the plate from the drawer sufficiently to 
permit of easy movement of the follower to 
any desired position in the drawer. In the 
event that it is desired to use a follower hay 

vided with a longitudinal groove and slot in ing my improved clamping mechanism in 
30 connection with a drawer having a rod, it is 

only necessary to provide a suitable opening 
in the follower to accommodate the rod, as 
shown at 34 in Figs. 1, 3 and 9. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
85 I claim as new and desire to secure by let 

ters Patentis--. 
1. In a device of the kind described, the 

combination with a drawer provided with an 
opening at one end, having a bearing portion 

40 and an enlarged portion, situated both in the 
path of a single plane transverse to the lon 
gitudinal axis of the drawer, of a rod rotata 
ly journaled in said bearing R; a lug 

on said rod traveling in said enlarged portion 
45 and engaging the ends of the same to limit 

the rotary movement of the rod, and yield 
able means in the path of said lug to prevent 
accidental rotation of the rod from one ex 
treme position to the other. 

2. In a device of the kind described, the 
combination with a drawer provided with an 
opening at one end, having a bearing portion 
and an enlarged portion, situated both in the 
path of a single plane transverse to the ion 

, gitudinal axis of the drawer, Öf a rod rotata 
By journaled in said bearing portion, a lug 
on said rod traveling in said EE portion 
and engaging against the ends of the same 
to limit the rotary movement of the rod, and 

6C a spring blade in the path of said lug to pre 
vent accidental rotation of the rod from one 
extreme position to the other. 
. 3. In a device of the kind described, in 
combination, a drawer provided with a slot, 

50 

65 a rod having a lug coöperating with said slot 

by providing a projection 32 on the 

means to coöperate with said lug for pre 
venting free rotation of the rod from such , ) 
locked position. 

4. In a device of the kind described, in 
combination, a drawer provided with a slot, 
a rod having a lug cooperating with said slot 
to permit mounting of the rod on the drawer, 75 
said rod being adapted for rotation on said 
drawer to a E position, and a spring 
blade to coöperate with said lug for holding 
the rod in such locked position. 

5. The combination with a drawer having 80 
a longitudinal slot in the bottom thereof to 
one side of the center, of a follower movable 
in said drawer, a card-locking rod passing 
centrally througll said drawer and follower, 
and adjustable clamping mechanism carried 85 
by said follower and extending through said 
slot to hold the follower against movement. 

6. In a device of the kind described, in 
combination, a drawer, a flat rod oscillatably 
and detachably mounted in said drawer, and 90 
means for preventing oscillation of the rod 
beyond a certain point. 

7. The combination with a drawer pro 
the bottom thereof to one side of the center, 95 
of a follower movable in said drawer, a card 
locking rod passing centrally through said 
drawer and follower, a rod carried by said 
follower and extending into said slot, a plate 
secured to the lower end of said rod and ar 
ranged to slide in said groove to center the 
movement of the follower, and means for 
vertically adjusting said rod whereby the 
plate is either firmly clamped in the groove 
to lock the follower against movement, or is 
released to permiit ready movement of the 
follower. 

8. The combination with a drawer, pro 
vided with a slot in the bottom thereof, of a 
follower movable in said drawer and having 
a recess extending upward from the lower 
surface thereof, a rod carried by said follower 
and extending into said slot, a plate secured 
to the lower end of said rod, said plate being 
provided with a projection capable of pass 
ing through said slot, and entering the recess 
of the follower, and means for vertically ad 
justing said rod, whereby the plate is cither 
firmly clamped against the bottom of the 
drawer to lock the follower against move- 120 
ment, or is released to permit ready move-. 
ment of the follower. 

9. In a device of the kind described, the 
combination of a drawer, a flat rod within 
said drawer, and means for normally locking 25 
said rod against withdrawal and arranged 
to permit said rod to oscillate aid to be with 
drawn when oscillated to a detormined po sition. 

10. ln a device of the kind described, the 130 

() () 

() 
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combination of a drawer, a flat rod within 
said drawer, means for normally locking said 
rod against withdrawal and arranged to 
permit said rod to oscillate and to be with 
drawn when oscillated to a determined po 
sition, a card having a closed aperture for 
receiving said rod, and a card having a re 
cess for said rod, said recess having a re 
stricked portion adjacent the edge of the 

10 card, said restricted portion being of such 

ti- 928, 30: w 

width as to admit said rod edgewise and not 
fatwise. - s 

in witness whereof, have hereunto sub 
scribed my name in the presence of two wit 
inesses. 

GEORGE B. MELENEY. 
Witnesses: 

M. R. RoCRFORD, 
A. A. THOMAs. 


