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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-3, 19, 22, 23, 30

activating additional receive chains when a legacy short
training field is detected though a first receiving chain,
for which a first frequency estimation is carried out, and
employ maximal ratio combining using the first and
additional receiving chains based on the frequency estimate,
and calculating second frequency estimations for the
additional receive chains and combining them with the first
frequency estimations

2. claims: 7-18, 24-29, 31, 32

activating additional receive chains after a legacy short
training field is detected though a first receiving chain,
for which a first frequency estimation is carried out, and
employ maximal ratio combining using the first and
additional receiving chains based on the frequency estimate
in case that the signal corresponds to a high throughput or
very high throughput packet

3. ¢laims: 5, 6

activating additional receive chains when a legacy short
training field is detected though a first receiving chain,
for which a first frequency estimation is carried out, and
employ maximal ratio combining using the first and
additional receiving chains hased on the frequency estimate,
and performing DC offset estimation for the received chains

4, claim: 20

determining whether a single receive chain is used or
multiple receive chains using maximal ratio combining based
on a received signal strength indicator, further using
direct sequence spread spectrum/complementary code keying

5. claim: 21

determining whether a single receive chain is used or
multiple receive chains using maximal ratioc combining based
on a received signal strength indicator and if the receiver
is required to operate in multi-stream mode
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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 4, 10, 16

Dependent claims 4, 10 and 16 define that the results of the first
frequency estimation are applied to the one or more receive chains. It is
unclear (Article 6 PCT) what is a "frequency estimation", since it is not
stated what is being estimated in frequency. Assuming that it refers to
the transmission channel of each of the receive chains, it is unclear
what is meant by "applying" the (channel) frequency estimate to a
receiver chain. When turning to the context of the claim, in particular
to the features of the independent claims on which these claims depend,
the reference to maximal ratio combining implies that the signal received
from the several receive chains is weighted with the value of channel
estimate of the respective chain. However, for the combination of the
signals from the different chains to be maximal ratio as defined in the
independent claims, the frequency estimate of each branch rather than one
single estimate for all branches should be employed. Consequently, this
is not the manner in which the results of the first frequency estimation
are "applied" to the one or more receive chains. The description does not
further clarify the meaning of this feature, providing equally ohscure
statements such as in paragraph 24: "These additional activated receive
chains may use the first frequency estimation performed by the single
active receive chain".

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPD, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO {see EPO Guidelines C-1v, 7.2},
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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