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This invention relates to railing fittings,
and more particularly to split two-part
separable fittings which are clamped in en-

agement with railings by a single clamp or
%astener. )

The fittings of my invention are useful in
connection with frames for golf nets, back-
stops, practice nets, also for fences, protec-
tive railings for machinery, pits, hatchways
and similar purposes.

An object of the invention is to provide
split railing fittings which may be clamped
by a single element.

Another object is to provide separable
railing fittings which are clamped by a sin-
glé element which engages one of the sepa-
rable parts inside the same.

A further object is to provide split rail-
ing fittings which are clamped by a single
element which element is so disposed as to
effectively clamp a fitting to a plurality of
rails in such a manner that the fitting will
tightly engage all of the rails entering the
same,

A still further object is to provide split
railing fittings which are pleasing in ap-
pearance, economical to manufacture, read-
iy applied and efficient in service.

The above, other and further objects of
the invention will be apparent from the fol-
lowing description, accompanying drawings
and appended claims. »
~ According to the invention,
comprises two parts which are brought to-
gether in operative relation by a single ele-
ment passinﬁ' through one of said parts and
engaging the other part for effectively
‘clamping the fitting to a railing.

One embodiment of the invention is
shown in the accompanying drawings and
the views thereof are as follows:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a golf
net supported by a frame made of railings
connected by fittings embodying my inven-
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Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical section
through a floor flange or base. '

Figure 8 is a section taken on line ITT—
IIT of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a side elevation of an elbow g0
for round railings.

Figure 5 is a vertical section through the
elbow of Figure 4.

Figure 6 15 a view of a T.

Figure 7 is a section on line VII—VTI of 55
Figure 6. ‘

Figure 8 is an elevational view of a Y
bend. ' _ v

Figure 9 is a section on line IX—IX of
Figure 8.

Figure 10 is a side elevation of an elbow
with a side outlet, parts being shown as
separated..

Figure 11 is a view of an elbow with a
side outlet in assembled position.

Figure 12 is a view similar to Figure 10
showing an elbow with a side outlet ar-
ranged to receive a square railing.

Figure 13 is an elbow with a side outlet
with the parts assembled.

Figure 14 is a T with a side outlet op
four-way T for round railings.

Figure 15 is a view similar to Figure 11
showing the attaching bolt in a slightly dif-
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ferent angular position than that shown in 75

Figure 11 and showing in dotted lines the v
split parts separated. - _

Figure 1 discloses a golf net supported by
a frame which is connected by the fittings
embodying my invention. This view is il. 80
lustrative of one arrangement of frame or
railing which may be made by the use of
the fittings of my ‘invention.

Figure 2 discloses a floor flange or base
comprising two parts. One part consists of 85
a circular base 20 having screw holes 21

“therein through which pass screws, not

shown, for attaching the base to a floor.
Integrally formed with the part 20 are
upstanding fingers 22 spaced about the base 99
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90. These fingers are flexible to some
extent. . -

The second part comprises a plug 23 hav-
ing a flat top surface 24 and a bottom sur-
face 25 with a central aperture 26 which is
threaded. The side wall' 27 of the plug is
conical and when in operative relation the
plug is arranged as shown in Figure 1, that
is with the side wall 27 converging down-
wardly.

The base 20 has a central aperture 28
through which freely passes a bolt 29, the
threaded end of which engages a threaded
aperture 26 in the second part 23. ‘When
the bolt is turned in one direction the (i)art
23 is moved downwardly, thus spreadin
the fingers 22 and when the bolt is move
in the opposite direction the plug 23 is
moved upwardly permitting inward move-
ment of the fingers which movement is due
to the inherent resiliency of the fingers.

“Figure 2 is arranged to receive a circular
or round railing such as a gipe 30 which
pipe is applied over the base flange with the
fingers 22 extending within the pipe. The
base 20 is provided with a shelf 31 on which
the end of the pipe 80 rests. The floor
flange is clamped to the pipe 30 by turning
the bolt 28 to move the plug 23 downwardly
thus clamping the fingers 22 against the
inner surface of the pipe.

Figure 4 shows a 90° elbow comprising
two parts 32 and 33 which are split- cen-
trally of the pockets 34 formed when the
two parts are fastened together.

Within the part 32 and in the angle
formed by the two portions thereof is a
projection such as a boss 35 which in the
present instance has a threaded aperture 36.
The other part 33 has an opening 37 ar-
ranged at the inner angle of the pocket sides
for the reception of a single attaching ele-
ment such as a bolt 38. The bolt 38 ex-
tends through the opening 37 and is thread-
ed into the aperture 36 of the boss 35. The
bolt is turned to clamp the two parts 32
and 33 tightly against round railings in-
serted in the pockets formed by the split
fittings.

Figure 6 shows a T comﬁrising parts 39
and 40 shaped to provide the usual pockets
present in such a fitting. One of the parts
such as 39 has a projection or boss 41 formed
on the inside of the same near the intersec-
tion of the axes through the pockets. . This
boss has a threaded aperture 42 for the re-

ception of a bolt 43 which passes through 72

an aperture 44 in the other part 40 clamping
the parts 89 and 40 together about the rail
sections inserted in the three pockets of
the T.

Figure 8 shows a Y bend constructed of
two parts 45 and 46 with a bolt 47 passin
through an aperture 48 in the part 45 ang
threaded into a projection or boss 49 on
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the inside of the part 46. Here, too, the
bolt passes through the parts near the inter-
section of the axes through the several

pockets.

Figure 10 shows an elbow having two
parts 50 and 51 providing pockets 52 and
53 at right angles to each other, the axes
of which are in the same plane and a side
opening 54 the axis of which is perpendic-
ufar to the axes of the pockets 52 and 53.

The part 50 has a projection or boss 55

which is arranged near the intersection of
the three axes of the three pockets. The
boss is provided with a threaded aperture
56 for the reception of a bolt 57 passing
through an aperture 58 in the part 51 to
clamp the parts 50 and 51 together about
the three railings inserted in the pockets 52,
53 and 54. ,

Figure 11 shows the elbow with side out-
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let as the same appears when the two parts -

are - clamped together. The angular posi-
tion of the bolt 57 is such as to draw the
two parts 50 and 51 together to effectively
clamp the three railings held in the three
pockets of the fitting.

Figure 12 is an elbow with side outlet
for the reception of square railings. The
parts are arranged in the same manner as
described with respect to Figure 10 and the
parts are clamped in the same way.

Figure 14 shows a T having pockets 59
and 60, the axes of which are in the same
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straight line, and a pocket 61 the axis of

which is in the same plane with the axes of
the other -pockets but perpendicular to
said common axes. A side outlet provides a
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pocket 62 the axis of which is perpendicu-

lar to the plane including the axes of the
pockets 59, 60 and 61. The two parts com-
prising this fitting 63 and 64 are split as
shown in Figure 14. The part 63 has a

rojection or boss 65 which is disposed with
its-axis at 45° to the plane including the
axes of the pockets 59, 60 and 61 and with

the plane of its axis including the axis of .

the pocket, 61. This boss has a threaded ap-
erture 66 for the reception of a bolt 67 pass-
ing through a suitably arranged opening 68
in the part 64, the bolt clamping the two
parts together as shown in Figure 14.

Figure 15 shows an elbow with a side out-.

let similar to that shown in Figure 11 but
with the axis of the bolt 69 lying in the
plane of the axes of the pockets 70 and 71
and perpendicular to the axis of the pocket

show the preferred manner of splitting the
parts 78 and 74 comprising this fitting.

1 have not, shown a cross as it is presumed
that the construction of a split cross will be
apparent to those skilled in the art. How-
ever, a cross may be made with two split

portions connected by a bolt passing

The dotted line portions of Figure 15
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through the intersection of the axes of ths
pockats, which bolt is perpendicular to ths
plane inclnding thess axes,

The -fittings of my invention are prefer-
ably malicable castings and are mads to re-
ceive round reilings such as pips, square
railings such as wooden railings or the like.
The fittings are made $o accommodate stand-
sed gizes of pipes and wooden railings so as
1o to make possible speedy and efficient ersc-

tion of any kind of frame or fencing desired.
The word “railing” as used herein and as
used in the claims, is used: generically and
n0$ by way of Limitation, and this invention
18 is not o be construed as being restricted to
fittings for railings per se, as the fittings
are susceptible of uss in fencing, clothing
fiztures, and other arrangements other than
s illustrated in the drawings, S :
20 While I have deseribsd mors or less pre-
cisely the details of my invention, yet I do
not wish to be understood as limiting myself
- thereto as I am awars that changes may bs
made in the arrangement and proportion of
25 paris and that equivalents may be substi-
tuted, all without departing from the spirit
and scope of my invention. A
I claim 2s my invention: : :
1. A coupling for rails, rods, or the liks,
20 said’ coupling comprising itwo separable
complementary parts, each part having an-
gularly disposed half-socket portiouns, said
half-socket portions of one part cooperating
with the half-socket portions of the other
23 part when the parts are in assembled rela-
tion, to form complete sockets adapted to
receive o plurality of rails, means to hold
seid parts in. assembled relation, said cou-
. pling being so divided that the contacting
20 edges of one of the helf-socket portions of
each part are in o different plane than that
of the contacting edges of ancther portion of
the same part, said means to hold the parts
comprising o belt entered through one of
<5 the perts and engaging the other part, said
bolt being positioned in & plane bisecting .
the angle between at least two angularly dis-
posed sockets at their junction. _
2. A coupling for rails, rods, or the like,
80 seid soupling comprising two separable com-
plementary parts, each having three half-
socke$ portions normal to each other co-
operating to form complete sockets to re- -
- csive the ends of a plurality of rails when
58 the parls are in sssembled relation, means
o clamp the perts comprisinf a membsr en-
" tered througn one part and engaging the
other part, 3aid member being positioned in
a line forming equal angles with the thres -
89 sockets of their junction. ‘. ,
. In ¢sstimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
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~ seribed my neme at Chicago, Cook county,
Tilnoils, ' R

% THOMASG.SUTHERLAND,



