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, door on the front side through which access 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALBERT L. PLpTNER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 

CRACKER-BOX. 

947,498. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 25, 1910. 
Application fied March 30, 1909. Serial No. 486,880. 

To all whom' it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALBERT I, PLOTNER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Boston, county of Suffolk, and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented in Impove 
ment in Se: of which the follow ing description, in connection with the ac companying drawing, is a specification, like 
figures on the drawing representing like 
parts. 
This invention relates to cracker boxes of that type which are provided with a hinged 

may be had to the interior of the box. 
In my improvement the entire front of the 

box is made removable, although only a por 
tion of the front of the box is hinged to 

My invention aims to provide a novel con 
struction for the front of the box and a 
novel manner of locking this front in posi 
tion, all as will be more fully hereinafter 
described and then pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
vention; Fig. 2 is a FFE view show 
ing, the inner face of the removable front; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the trans 
parent portion of the front: Fig. 4 is a ver 
tical central section through the box from 
the front to the rear; Fig. 5 is a view show 
ing the blanks from which the two sections 
of the removable front, are formed; Fig. 6 
is a section on the line a-a, IFig. 4; Fig. 7 
is a detail in perspective of a portion of the 
locking device. i 
The body 3 of the box is of any suitable 

or usual construction, it being made with 
the open front. This open front is closed 
by the box front which is herein formed of 
the two sections 4 and 5 that are hinged to 
gether. The section 4 is rigidly secured in 
place, while the section 5 constitutes a swing 
?ing door which, can be swung from its full 
line position Figs. 1 and 4 to the dotted line 
position in order to provide aécess to the in 
terior of the box. 
I FE to make the section 4 of sheet 

metal from a blank such as shown in Fig. 
5, and after the blank has been formed, it is 
folded back on itself along the lines 6 and 
the folded edge is then bent along the lines 
8, 9 so that the remaining portions or wings 

tion and such wings are then folde back on 
themselves on the lines 10, 11. 

by the folds along the lines 6, constitute the edges of the section and the wings or por 
tions extending beyond said lines 6, are 
folded to present the ?lange 12 which is situ 
ated a slight distance from the edge of the 
section. This flange 12 is properly posi 
tioned so that it fits inside an opening at the 
front of the cracker box. 
The upper or door section 5 is made in one 

piece from a blank such as shown in Fig. 
5, and in shaping the section from the blank 
it is folded along the lines 13 to form the 
two wings or side pieces 14, and the edges 

When the 
construction is thus made, the cdges made 
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of these wings are folded along the lines . 
15 and 16 to form double thicknesses at the edges for strengthening and stiffening the 
wings. The upper edge is folded back on 

75 

itself along the line 17 and then is bent 
again along the line 18 to stand at right 
angles to the plane of the body of the sec 
tion, and the edge is folded on itself along 
the line 19, thus forming the flange 20 which 
stands at right angles to the plane of the 
body of the section. In forming the wings 
14, the blank is folded so that said wings 
are located a slight distance in from the edge 
of the section. The blank is formed with 
the extensions 50 so that when it is folded 
the projections 51 are provided which by 
their engagement with the stops 52 secured 
to the box body limit the opening movement 
of the door. The box is provided on its in 
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terior at each side with a chamber 53 which 
is adapted to receive the wings, 14 when the 
door is shut, said chambers 53 each being 
open at the front as will be obvious. The 
stops 52 are placed within said chambers at 
the mouth, thereof. The walls of the chaum 
ber 53 prevent the contents of the box from 
coming in contact with the wings so that 
the door can be readily opened and closed 
without meeting any obstruction from the 
material within the box. . 
The two sections 4 and 5 of the front may 

be hinged together in any suitable way. 
have herein shown each section as provided 
with the ears 21 through which the pivotal 
rod 22 passes. Each end of this rod 22 is 
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bent into a hook shape, as at 23, and the 
" point 24 of the rod is adapted to engage 

in an aperture 25 formed in the side of the 
crackerbox thereby to assist in holding the 

stand at right angles to the plane of the sec-4 front in place. The section 4 of the front 
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is rigidly Secured to the body of the clacker 
box, while the section 5 is adapted to be 
swung from the full to the dotted line po 
sitions Figs. 1 and 4, thereby to provide 
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access to the box. For holding the lower 
section 4 in position I have shown the spring 
catches 27 which are rigidly secured at one 
end to the body of the box and are adapted 
to catch over the edge or shoulder. 28 which 
is formed when the rib 12 is made. 

If it is desired to remove the front en 
tirely from the cracker box, thris may be 
done by inserting a pin or piece of Wire, as 
shown in dotted lines 30 Fig. 4, through 
an aperture 31 directly in line with each of 
the catches 27 thereby forcing said catches 
back oil from the shoulder 28 and at the 
same time withdrawing the ends 24 of the 
pintle wire from the apertures 25. The 
front can be readily placed in the cracker 
box by merely forcing it into place, for dur 
ing this movement, the catches 27 will spring 
over the shoulders and thus hold the lower 
Section 4 in place. After the catches have 
thus engaged the shoulders 28 the ends 24 
of the pintle pin may be spring into the 
apertures 25. 
The construction herein described makes a 

very strong front and one which may be 
easily inserted into the cracker box or with 
drawn therefrom. When the front is in po 
sition, it is rigidly held because of the fact 
that the flange 12 fits accurately the inside 
of the box and the catches 27 and ends 2-4 of 
the pintle rod serve to firmly hold the front 
in place. When the swinging section 5 is 
closed the flange 20 thereon fits accurately 
the inside of the box, as shown in Fig. 4. 
The Swinging movement of the door section 
5 places more or less strain on the upper 
edge of the fixed section 4, but this strain is 
provided for by the way in which the pintle 
rod 22 is formed into the hooked ends 23 
that are spring into openings 25 in the 
sides of the box body. 

I propose to make either or both of the 
sections of the front with window openings 
through whici the contents of the box may 
be seen. These openings may conveniently 
be formed when the blank is cut out, as 
shown at 40 and 41 in Fig. 5, and each is 
closed by a suitable section 42 of glass or 
other transparent material. Each section of 
transparent material may conveniently be 
sustained in a frame 43 which can be remov 
ably secred to the Sections 4 and 5 in any 
appropriate way, as by means of the buttons 
or catches j4. 

by to retain the front in place. 
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; Having fully described lay invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is:- 

1. In a cracker box, the combination with 
a box body having an open front, of a re 
movable front for the body comprising a 
fixed section and a-door section pivoted to 
gether, the fixed section having a flange 
extending therefrom which sets into the 
open front and fits against the sides thereof, 
and means within the body adapted to en 
E. said flange to retain the fixed section in 
aCe 

p 2. In a cracker box, the combination with 
a box body having an open front, of a front 
for the body comprising a fixed section 
and a door section pivoted together, Said 
fixed section being made from sheet metal 
which is folded at its edges to form on 
ness which extends at right angles from the 
main portion of said section and is situated 
a slight distance from the edge thereof and 
which is adapted to fit within the open front 
and engage the walls of the body, and means 

I within the body to engage said flange there 
3. In a cracker box, the combination with 

a box body having an open front, of a front 
for the body comprising a fixed section and 
a door section pivored together, said fixed 
section being made 'rom sheet metal which 
is folded back on itself on three edges to 
form a fange of double thickness which fits 
within the open side of the box and which is 
provided with a shoulder and means within 
the jox to engage said shoulder thereby to 
hold the fixed section in place. 

4. In a cracker box, the coulbination with 
a box body having an open front, of a re 
movable front for the body comprising a 
fixed section and a door section pivot ('il 
thereto, a wing extending outwardly from 
each end of the door section, each Wing lav 
ing at its back edge an outwardly-extending 
projection situated in the plane of the wing, 
each side of the body being provided with 
a pocket to receive the wing, and a stop with 
in the pocket adapted to be engaged by said 
projection when the door is opened. 

in testimony whereof. I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ALBERT PLOTNER. . 
Witnesses: 

MABEL PARTEIow, 
TIIoyr As J. DRUM Aio ND. 
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three sides thereof a flange of double thick 
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