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Detroit 21, Mich, .
Filed Dec. 28,1962, Ser, No. 248,125
5 Claims. : (Cl; 273—148)

This invention relates to playing card holders and dis-
pensers of the type particularly desirable for use in card
games wherein a portion. of a-deck of cards is dealt to
the players and the remainder held in a stack for dis-
pensing by the withdrawal of a single card only by each
player as required by the rules of the card game being
played. ‘

There have been a number of such devices in the prior
art, but none has proven entirely satisfactory in that many
do not accommodate both wide and narrow cards, some
do-not hold the undealt portion of the deck positively
against accidental withdrawal of more than one card at
a time, and others permit careless stacking of discards.

With the foregoing in view, the primaryobject of ‘the
invention is to provide an improved playing card holder
and dispenser that ‘will accommodate both the conven-
tional. wide and narrow playing -cards, hold a complete
deck of cards of an undealt stack therein in a manner to
dispense therefrom only 2 single card responsive to man-
ual withdrawal from the dispenser, the said playing card
holder including for optional use ‘a discard card stacker
making the pick-up of discards convenient, and means for
orienting the card holder and dispenser for the convenient
use of each player.

A further object' of the invention is to provide in a
playing card holder and dispenser of the type aforesaid
including a card préssure plate for holding cards in a
ready-to-withdraw position. and “adapted. for readily and
conveniently receiving a partial or full deck of cards.

Other objects of the invention will become apparent by
reference to the following detailed ‘description taken' in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of-a playing card holder and
dispenser embodying the invention. ‘

FIG. 2 is an end elevational view'of the near end - as
viewed in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially
on the line 3--3 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an end elevational view similar to FIG. 2
with a portion broken away to illustrate the manner in
which a pack of playing cards is inserted-in the card
holder-dispenser compartment: .

FIG. 5 is_an end elevational view similar to FIG. 4
with portions broken away showirg a partial pack of cards
inserted in the card holder-dispenser compartment and
with discards disposed ‘in the discard tray.

FIG. 6 is a plan view similar to FIG. 1 except with
portions broken away to illustrate the construction pref-
erably employed. - v

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of -the discard tray
side of the playing card holder-dispenser taken at the
right hand side thereof as viewed in FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a side elevational view with parts broken
away- taken at the ‘left hand:-side of ‘the playing- card
holder-dispenser as viewed in FIG, ‘1.

Referring now' to. the drawings wherein like reference

characters refer to.like and corresponding parts through-
out the several views, the particular playing card holder
and dispenser 10 disclosed therein to illustrate the inven-
tion consists, .in general,-of a'base 11, a card holder 12
for holding a deck ‘or a portion of a déck of playing cards
13’ including ‘card retaining rails 128 and 129, and pres-
sure plate means -30 mounted in said card holder 12 for
combined deflection and controlled: tilting action, - The

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

70

2

said pressure plate means 39 is spring loaded not only
to hold the playing cards 13 in dispensing position within
the said card holder 12 in readiness for manual dispens-
ing therefrom but to permit-a full or 'a partial deck of
playing cards 13 to be inserted readily and easily into
the card holder 12. The said card holder 12 is arranged
to accommodate playing cards 13 of either the wide or
narrow - conventional widths, and to permit only one
card at a time to be’dispensed therefrom manually. The
playing card holder 12 is preferably turnably and re-
movably mounted on a vertically disposed mounting pin
1é fixed in and extending upwardly from the base 11,
and is provided with a discard tray 40 which is removably
connected to and carried by the said card holder 12 as
hereinafter described. :

The base 11 of the playing card holder and dispenser
10 is preferably formed of plastic and is waffied at 110
where possible for lightness. Each corner of the base
11 may be formed solid as at 111 to accommodate non-
slip. cushion feet 18, and the central part of the base 11
is provided with a depending pad 312 to receive and hold
the mounting pin 16 upon which the card holder 12 is
turnably and removably mounted. The top of the base 11
is provided with a platform 113 into which is fixed a
plurality of ball bearing stops 19 at the corners thereof,
which stops 19 form a part of a ball detent means 20
for arresting the turning of the card holder 12 which has
located in the bottom thereof a plurality of apertures
or indentations 21 that register with each ball bearing
stop 19.  The said stops 19 in the base 11 and the said
apertures 21 in the bottom of the card holder 12 are
preferably located in a square format and are so related
in respect to each other and‘ the base 11 that the card
holder 12 may be readily turned ‘manually and come to
a stop at. 90 degree positions for convenient use by any
of two, three or four players seated opposite or angular-
ly adjacent to each other. Of course, the base 11 may
be formed in a single plastic molded element, and in so
doing, plastic nubs which register with the apertures or
indentations 21 in the bottom 120 of the card holder 12
could be substituted for the -ball bearing stops 19.

The card holder 12 has a bottom 128, a vertical left
side 'wall 121 and sloping right side wall 122 as viewed in
FIGS. 1-6 inclusive,; and vertical end walls 123. A short
preferably cylindrical boss 124 extends upwardly from
the bottom 129 of the card holder 12. The said bottom
120 and boss 124 of the card holder 12 are provided with
a vertical aperture 22 therethrough to freely accommo-
date the mounting pin 16 by means of which the card
holder 12-is turnably mounted on the base 11 as here-
inbefore described. - Radially extending from the said .
cylindrical boss 124 to the side walls 121 and 122 and
the end walls 123 are a plurality of reinforcing ribs 125,
126 and 127 suitably located to avoid a pair of verti-
cally disposed. laterally spaced spring locator nubs 23
preferably molded integral with and extending upwardly
from the bottom 126 of the card holder 12. These spring
locator nubs 23 accommodate and hold in proper loca-
tion the small lower ends of a pair of helical pressure
plate springs 25 as hereinafter- described.

The top of the said card holder 12 is provided with
card retainer rails 128 and 129 at opposite sides thereof of
a width to overlie a portion of each side of a deck or
partial deck of playing cards 13 inserted and held in the
card holder 12. By making the card retainer rails 128
and 129 the proper width, the ‘card holder 12 will ac-
commodate either the conventional narrow or wide decks
of cards.

Within the card holder 12 and slightly smaller than
the upper portion of the interior thereof is a pressure
plate- 30 which is constantly urged by the pair of pres-
sure plate springs 25 upwardly-toward, and when the card
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holder 12 is empty, against the bottom of the card retainer
rails 128 and 129.

Adjacent to and spaced from the vertical side wall 121
of the card holder 12, each vertical end walil 123 is pro-
vided with a vertically disposed guide slot 123%¢ which
slidably accommodates a trunnion 31 formed on each end
of the pressure plate 30. The said trunnions 31 fit rela-
tively freely in the said guide slots 1235. The pressure
plate springs 25 are preferably helical type compression
springs with the small lower end of each spring tele-
scoped over a spring locator nub 23, The large upper
end of each of the said helical type pressure plate springs
25 is fixed to the bottom of the pressure plate 30 by thread-
ing the said upper end of each spring 25 through a pair
of spaced apertures 320 provided in spring anchor bars
32 preferably molded on the bottom of the pressure plate
30. The said spring locator nubs 23 and the spring anchor
bars 32 are so located as to cause the pressure plate
springs 25 to hold the pressure plate 30 substantially
central in respect to the rectangle defined by the inner
upper periphery of the side walls 121 and 122 and the
end walls 123 of the card holder 12, and, at the same
time, the said pressure springs 25 exert a’substantially
uniform upward pressure on the pressure plate 38.

The end walls 123 of the card holder 12 are preferably
approximately one and one-half card thickness lower than
the top of the side walls 121 and 122 and the bottom
of the card retainer rails 128 and 129. This permits only
one card at a time to be dispensed from either end of
the card holder 12 when a player friction grips with one
or two fingers the top of the uppermost card of a deck
or partial deck of playing cards held in the card holder
12 by the pressure plate 3¢ thereof as shown in FIGS. 1
and 5.

The side of the pressure plate 3¢ adjacent the vertical
side wall 121 of the card holder 12 is scalloped out at 360,
the upper portion of the vertical side wall of the card
holder 12 is scalloped out at 1216, and the card retainer
rail 128 adjacent the said vertical side wall 121 is omitted
at the central portion thereof, all to provide an access
area for ome's thumb and finger while inserting a deck
or partial deck of cards 13 in the card hoider 1Z on the
pressure plate 30 and below the card retainer rails 128
and 129. By reference to FIG. 4, a deck of cards 13 is
pressed downwardly against the top of the pressure plate
30 adjacent the unnotched side thereof whereupon the
said cards become readily positioned below the card re-
tainer rail 129. The deck of cards 13 are then moved
further toward the sloping side wall 122 as indicated by
the dot and dash lines 130 in FIG. 4, whereupon the op-
posite side of the pressure plate 3¢ and cards 13 are de-
pressed, and the cards 13 are then tucked under the card
retainer rail 128. It will be noted that during the place-
ment of a deck or partial deck of cards 13 into the card
holder 12, the pressure plate 3¢ both pivots about its
trunnions and first moves downwardly against and then
upwardly with the pressure plate spring 25.

The herein disclosed construction provides for easy
placement of cards in the card holder 12 and at the same
time holds them in readiness for manual one by one re-
moval responsive to a simple movement of the hand with
the one or more fingers bearing firmly but lightly on the
uppermost card adjacent an end thereof. FIG. 1 shows
in dot and dash lines 133 a plurality of playing cards 13
in the card holder with one such card partially removed
therefrom as indicated by the dot and dash lines 133%.

The sloping side wall 122 of the card holder 12 is
preferably provided with a pair of vertically spaced longi~
tudinally extending upwardly hook shaped anchorages
1220. A discard tray 48 in the general form of a iri-
angular trough has provided on its rear wall 41 a pair of
vertically spaced longitudinally extending downwardly
hooked anchors 42 formed complementary to the said
anchorages 1226. With such construction, the discard
tray 46 may be readily and firmly hung onto or removed
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from the card holder 12. Abutments 1221 at each end
of the anchorages 1220 maintain the discard tray 46 in
its proper transverse location on the sloping side wall
122. It will be noted by reference to FIG. 1 that the
front wall 43 of the discard tray 49 is suitably notched
at 439 and the boitom 44 thereof is suitably contourcd
at 449 to provide easy pick-up access to playing cards 13
discarded therein. Side walls 45 of the discard tray 490
maintain cards 13 laterally therein. The dot and dash
lines 1268 and 409 in FIG. 1 indicate the manual turn-
ability of the card holder 12 and discard tray 40 with
respect to the base 11 of the playing card holder and dis-
penser 1@, and the fact that the discard tray 40 when in
place on the card holder 12 turns therewith.

Although but a single embodiment of the invention has
been disclosed and described herein, it is obvious that
many changes and alterations may be made in the size,
shape, arrangement and detail of the various elements of
the invention, all without departing from the spirit and
scope thereof as defined by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A playing card holder and dispenser comprising

a card container including a bottom, sides and ends to
accommodate playing cards in stacked relationship
therein,

top rails disposed along the top of each side of said
container of a width to overlie a portion of each side
of cards stacked therein,

a pressure plate supporting said stack of cards including
spring means in said container disposed longitudinally
central of said pressure plate urging the said pressure
plate upwardly with the uppermost card in said
stack positioned against the bottom of said top rails,

the top of the end walls of said card container being
disposed a distance below said top rails slightly great-
er than the thickness of one card but not as great as
the thickness of two cards whereby to admit of man-
ually withdrawing one card only from either end of
said card container,

a pair of vertical guide slots, one slot in each end of
said card container located under the rear top rail,

and fixed trunnions extending from opposite ends of said
pressure plate at one side thereof slidable and turn-
able in said guide slots maintaining the said pressure
plate in its proper location under a stack of cards
placed in said card container and simultaneously per-
mitting said pressure plate to be deflected at the
other side thereof during placement of said cards in
said container.

2. A playing card holder and dispenser comprising

a base, and a card container including a bottom, sides
and ends to accommodate playing cards in stacked
relationship therein,

means turnably mounting said card holder on said base
including detent means disposed between said base
and the bottom of said card holder arresting the
manual turning of said card holder to selected pre-
established positions in respect to said base,

top rails disposed along the top of each side of said
container of a width to overlie a portion of each side
of cards stacked therein,

a pressure plate supporting said stack of cards including
spring means in said container disposed longitudinally
central of said pressure plate urging the said pressure
plate upwardly with the uppermost card in said stack
positioned against the bottom of said top rails,

the top of the end walls of said card container being
disposed a distance below said top rails slightly great-
er than the thickness of one card but not as great as
the thickness of two cards whereby to admit of man-
ually withdrawing one card only from either end of
said card container,

a pair of vertical guide slots, one slot in each end of
said card container located under the rear top rail,

and fixed trunnions extending from opposite ends of
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said pressure plate at one' side therecof slidable -and
turnable in said guide ‘slots maintaining ‘the said
pressure plate in its proper location under a stack of
cards placed in said card container'and simultaneously
permiiting-said pressure plate to be deflected at the
other side thereof during placement of said cards in
said container, .

3. A playing card holder and dispenser comprising .

a rectangular card container including a bottom, one
vertical and one downwardly and outwardly sloping
side wall, and end walls accommodating playing cards
in stacked relationship therein,

top rails disposed along the top of each side wall of said
container-of a width to overlie a:portion of each side
of cards stacked therein,

a_pressure plate slightly smaller than ‘the rectangle
formed at the top side of-said side and end walls
supporting said stack of cards and including: spring
means in said container disposed longitudinally’ cen-
tral of said pressure’plate urging the said pressure
plate upwardly with the uppermost card in said stack
posmoned against the bottom: of said top rails,

said spring means comprising a. pair of helical springs
having their small ends anchored at the bottom of said
container and their upper-ends anchored:to the bot-
tom of said pressure plate,

the top of the end walls of :said card-container being
disposed a distance below said top rails slightly great-
er than the thickness of one card but not as great as
the thickness of two cards whereby to admit of man-
vally withdrawing ‘one. card only from either end of
said card container,

a pair of vertical guide slots, one slot.in each end wall
of said card container located ad]acent the vertical
side ‘wall thereof;

and fixed trunnions’extending’ from opp031te ends of
said pressure plate at one'side:thereof slidable and
turnable in said guide slots'maintaining the said pres-
sure plate in a central location in respect to said rec-
tangle formed at the:top of said side and end walls
of the card container permitting said pressure ‘plate
to be deflected more at the other side thereof than at
at said one side thereof during placement of said
cards in said container.

4. A playing card holder and. dispenser comprising

a base, a card container including:a bottom, sides and
ends to accommodate playing cards in stacked rela-
tionship therein,

top rails disposed along the top of each side of said con-
tainer of a width to overlie a portion-of each side of
cards stacked therein,

a pressure plate. supporting said stack of cards includ-
ing spring means in said container disposed longitudi-

~nally central of said pressure plate urging the said
pressure plate upwardly with the uppermost card in
said stack positioned against the bottom of-said top
rails,

the top of the end walls of said card container being
disposed a distance below . said- top rails slightly
greater than the thickness-of one card but not' as
great as the thickness of two cards whereby to admit
of manually withdrawing one ‘card only from either
end of said container,

a pair.of vertical guide slots, one slot in each end of said
card container located under the rear top rail,

fixed trunnions extending from opposite ends of said

pressure plate at one side thereof slidable and turnable

in said guide slots maintaining the same pressure plate
in its proper location under a stack of cards placed
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in said card container and simultaneously permitting
said pressure plate to be deflected at the other side
thereof during placement of said cards in said con-
tainer,

a trough shaped discard receptacle removably hung on
one side of said card holder formed to provide easy
access to the last of discards placed therein,

means turnably mounting said card holder on said base,

and detent means carried by one of said base and bot-
tom of said card holder cooperating with formations

“in the other thereof stopping said card holder at inter-
vals during the turning thereof providing easy access
by one of a plurality of players to cards carried by
said card holder and said discard receptacle.

5. Aplaying card holder and dispenser comprising

a~base, and a rectangular card container including a
bottom, one vertical and one downwardly and out-
wardly sloping side wall, and end walls accommo-
dating playing cards in stacked relationship therein,

means turnably mounting said card holder on said base
including detent ‘means disposed between 'said base
and the bottom of said card holder arresting the man-
ual turning of said card holder to selected pre-estab-
lished positions in respect to said base,

top rails disposed along the top of each side wall of
said container of a width to overlie a portion of
each side of cards stacked therein,

a pressure plate slightly smaller than the rectangle
formed at the top of said side and end walls support-
ing said stack of cards and including spring means in
said container disposed longitudinally central of said
pressure plate urging the said pressure plate upward-
ly with the uppermost card in said stack positioned
against the bottom of said top rails,

said spring means comprising a pair of helical springs
having their small ends anchored at the bottom of
said container and their upper ends anchored to the
bottom of said pressure plate,

the top of the end wall of said card container being
disposed a distance below said top rails slightly
greater than the thickness of one card but not as
great as the thickness of two cards whereby to admit
of manually withdrawing one card only from either
end of said card container,

a pair of vertical guide slots, one slot in each end wall
of said card container located adjacent the vertical
side wall thereof,

and fixed trunnions extending from opposite ends of
said pressure plate at one side thereof slidable and
turnable in said guide slots maintaining the said pres-
sure plate in a central location in respect to said
rectangle formed at the top of said side and end walls
of the card container permitting said pressure plate
to be deflected more at the other side thereof than at
said one side thereof during placement of said cards
in said container,
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