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This invention relates to filing cabinets and
more particularly to filing cabinets which are
particularly well adapted to be used for filing a
multiplicity of slides, such as, for example, those
utilized with microscopes, usually for biological
and bacteriological purposes. Slides of this type
are usually referred to as micro-slides, The cab-
inet of the present invention is also constructed
to be used for filing larger slides, such as for
example, “Kodachrome” or colored slides, as
well as conventional lantern slides.

One obhject of the present invention is the pro-
vision of filing drawers with removable means to
hold the slides in spaced confronting face-to-face
relation and so that at least portions of the faces
of the slides are visible within the drawers for
identification of the slides without requiring the
removal thereoi from the drawers. In other
words, in accordance with this object of the in-
vention, provision is made for the visible filing
of the slides in the drawers of the cabinet. A
further object of the invention in this connection
is to increase the capacity of the drawers for
storage filing of the slides, this being accom-
plished by removing the slide spacing means from
the drawers so that the slides can be positioned
in the drawers in closely adjacent or abutting
face-to-face relation.

Another object of the present invention is the
provision of a sheet metal ecabinet having a hous-
ing chamber in which a plurality of sheet metal
drawers of different widths can be interchange-
ably mounted in side-by-side position in engage-
ment with guide means provided on the bottom
of the chamber.

A yet further object of the invention is gener-
ally to provide an improved filing cabinet of the
above described character.

The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the invention will be: fully understood
from the following description, considered in
connection with the accompanying illustrative
drawings.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of part of a sectional
cabinet embodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a drawer for
micro-glides;

Fig. 2A is a sectional view on the line 2A—2A
of Fig. 2;

Fig. 3is a perspective view of a drawer for slides
which are wider than micro-slides;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view, on a larger scale, on
the:line 4—4 of Fig, 1;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary bottom view of one of

the drawers;
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Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a device receiv-
able in a cabinet drawer for holding the slides in
spaced confronting relation longitudinally of the
drawer;

Fig. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view or the
drawer illustrated in Fig, 2;

Fig. 8 is a view in elevation
one of the drawers;

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary top plan view of cne
of the drawers, and of the bottom of one of the
sections of the cabinet, the walls of the cabinet
section being shown in section.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, the
filing cabinet of the present invention is pref-
erably of the sectional type as illustrated in Fig. 1,
and comprises a plurality of cabinet sections. 10
disposed one on top of the other in stacked re-
lation. It will be understood that the cabinet
may be provided with a suitable base section and
with a suitable top or cover section for closing
a top of the uppermost filing section of the cabi-
net. Each section 8 is formed of sheet metal,
breferably sheet steel and comprises a hottom
12 of the full length and width of the section,
side walls 14 and a rear wall 16. Each section 10
defines a housing chamber for a rlurality of slid-
ing drawers disposed horizontally in side-by-side
relation in said chamber. Saig chamber has a
front opening 18 through which the drawers are
inserted and removed, or partly withdrawn and
which is closed by the front ends of the drawers
when the latter are fully within the section, the
fronts of the drawers being substantially flush
with the front of the cabinet when the drawers
are closed. The top of each cabinet section 10
has horizontal edge portions 20, 22, 24 and 26
on which corresponding edge portions at the bot-
tom of the section are seated as indicated at 28 in
Pig. 4. Positioning and holding members or
straps 36 are provided inwardly of the upper
edge portions 20 to 26 of each section 10 to hold
the adjacent upper section in position. Position-
ing members 38 are secured to the companion
edge portions 20 to 26, respectively, in any suit-
able way as by being welded thereto.

The bottom {2 of each cabinet section 19 is pro-
vided with a plurality of longitudinal guide mem-
bers 32 which extend from the front opening (8 of
the section to the rear wall 15 thereof. These guide
members are disposed in laterally spaced relation
defining longitudinal slots 23 to receive lower
edge portions of the drawers as will hereinafter be
more particularly described. Each guide member
32 is preferably formed of sheet steel and all are
of the same size angd are secured in uniformly
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spaced relation on the upper surface of bottom
wall 12 of the cabinet. Guide members 32 are
secured to bottom wall {2 in any suitable way
preferably by being spot welded thereto as in-
dicated at 34 in Fig. 9, with reference to the
guide member adjacent the left side wall 14 of
the cabinet, it being understood that the other
guide members are similarly secured to the bot-
tom wall 12. Fach guide member 32 has a flat
bottom portion 36, vertical portions 38, and hori-
zontal portions or flanges 40 extending outwardly
from the companion vertical portions 38, said
flanges being spaced from the upper surface of

bottom wall 2 as indicated at 42 in Fig. 4 to

receive portions of the drawers as will hereinafter
be described.

Referring now to the construction and arrange-
ment of the drawers, as shown by Fig. 1, a plu-
rality of drawers 44, 46 and 48 of different widths,
respectively, are mounted in horizontal side-by-
side position in the cabinet section 10. It will be
understood, however, that the drawers can all be
of the same width, for example, one cabinet sec-
tion 10 can house a plurality of the narrowest
drawers 44, while another cabinet section 0 can
house the wider drawers 48, or each section can
house a plurality of the wider drawers and a plu-
rality of the narrower drawers 44 and one or
more of the widest drawers 48. Drawers 44 being
the narrowest drawers are intended for micro-
slides which are usually 1’7 x 3’ in size; wider
drawers 45 are intended for wider slides, such as
for example, 2’’ x 2"’ “Kodachrome” slides; while
drawers 48 are intended for lantern slides, which
are usually 4%’ x 3%’ or 3% x 4.

Referring first to the construction of the micro-
slide drawer 46, the latter comprises a bottom
wall 50, opposed side walls 52, a front end wall 54
and a rear end wall 55. The bottom wall 50 has
integral downturned side edge portions 58 and
the side walls 52 extend downwardly below bot-
tom wall 50 and are welded or otherwise secured
to said downwardly extending side edge portions
58 of bottom 53. Side walls 52 have inturned
end portions 60 at the opposite ends thereof to
which- the front and rear walls 54 and 56 are
welded or otherwise secured. It will be noted
that the upper edges of the side walls are dis-
posed well below the upper edges of the front
and rear walls 54 and 56 so that the micro-slides
when positioned with their wider dimension in
vertical relation project well above the upper
edges of side walls 52, so that the slides are
more clearly visible for. identification when the
drawer is withdrawn or partly withdrawn from
the cabinet. The lower side wall portions 62
which are secured to the side edge portions 58
of bottom 58 are provided with longitudinally
éxtending inturned confronting edge portions 64
which are received under the flanges of one of
the guide rails 32 in the spaces 42 between said
flanges and the adjacent upper surface portions
of the botiom wall (2. As indicated in Fig. 7,

the forward end portions 65 of inturned end por-:

tions 64 of the drawer are bent inwardly toward
the bottom 50 of the drawer so as to frictionally
engage the forward end portions of flanges 40
of the companion guide member 32 when the
drawer is fully closed, i. e., fully within the cabi-
net section. Tt will be understood that guide
members 32 not only guide the drawers in their
movements into and out of the cabinet but also
prevent the downward tiiting of the drawers
when the latter are partly withdrawn from the

cabinet. It will be noted that only one guide

10

35

40

45

60

70

-1
b

rail 32 is necessary for each of the narrowest
drawers 44 and that in the case of drawers 56,
two guide rails 32 constitute guide means for
said wider drawer, as shown in PFig. 4, while in
the case of the drawer 48 which is wider than
drawers 44 and 46, three guide rails 32 are
spanned by said drawer 48.

Drawers 86 and 48 are of substantially the
same construction as drawer 44, except that ad-
jacent one of the side walls of the wider drawers,
here shown as the side wall 524, an inwardly

.spaced auxiliary side wall 66 is positioned, the

upper offset portion 68 of said side wall being
welded or otherwise secured to the inner surface
of the upper marginal edge portion of side wall
52A4. The provision of the auxiliary side wall
§6 provides the drawer with the required inter-
nal width for the slides which are wider than
the microscope slides while at the same time, the
drawers are of the proper maximum width to
fit with the guide members 32 without being ex-
cessively wide internally thereof. It will be un-
derstood that with uniform spacing of guide
members 32, drawers of different widths can be
inter-changeably fitted in the cabinet in guided
relation with said guide members. .

Provision is made as explained above to mount -
the slides in spaced confronting relation in the
drawers of the cabinet for visiple filing of the
slides therein. The means provided for this pur-
pose is preferably formed of wood and is of dif-
ferent widths to fit within the drawers of differ-
ent widths. As illustrated in Fig. 6, said means
comprises the member i0 which is of narrow
width for the micro-slide drawer 44. Said mem-
ber comprises a base 12 provided with a plurality
of integral upstanding parts 14 disposed in spaced
confronting relation longitudinally of member T0.
Said upstanding parts 14 define grooves 16 which
receive the lower end portions of slides indicated
at S in Fig. 7. A U-shaped sheet metal frame 18
is secured to the bottom of base 12 and overlaps
the lower marginal edge portions of said bhase at,
the opposite sides thereof to prevent the base
from warping. A wider spacing member 12A is
provided for the wider drawer as indicated in
Fig. 9, but instead a plurality of the narrower
spacing members 70 can be disposed in side by
side relation in the wider drawer, particularly
in drawers 46 which have an internal width twice
that of drawer 44. It will be understood that
the spacing members 10 or 12A are removable.
from the drawers and that when said spacing
members are removed the same drawers can be
used for the storage filing of the slides thus
increasing the storage capacity of the drawers.

Fach drawer is provided with a card or ‘label
holder provided by a plate 80 welded or other-
wise secured to the front wall and a narrower
plate 82 welded or otherwise secured to plate
80 in spaced confronting relation thereto, plate
82 having inwardly spaced lower corner portions
to space the two plates from each other. Plate
80 has short forwardly bent edge portions be-
tween which plate 82 fits. A handle 86'is formed
integrally with plate 82.

While I have shown and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, it will be
understood that the latter may be embodied
otherwise than as herein specifically described
and that certain changes in the details of con-’
struction and in the arrangement of parts may
be made without departing from the underlying
idea or principles of the invention within the
scope of the appended claims. e
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Having thus described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a cabinet comprising a frame having a
bottom wall and g plurality of longitudinal
guides secured to said bottom wall in laterally
spaced relation thereon, each of said guides hav-~
ing a pair of oppositely extending lateral flanges
spaced upwardly from the surface of said bottom
wall, a drawer slidably mounted in said frame
for movement into and out of the cabinet, said
drawer comprising a bettom disposed over a plu-
rality of said flanges and having depending ver-
tical side edge portions adjacent the outer edges
of said flanges, respectively, and plane side walls
extending uninterruptedly upwardly of said
drawer bottom and secured to said depending
portions, whereby the usable surface of said kot-
tom extends directly to said side walls, said side
walls having integral inturned lateral portions
extending toward each other in position below
sald drawer bottom, said inturned portions be-
ing positioned bhetween said bottom wall and
oppositely extending flanges, respectively, and
cooperating with said flanges for guiding the
drawer in its movement into and out of the
cabinet frame.

2. In a cabinet comprising a frame having a
bottom wall and a plurality of longitudinal guides

10

20

25

secured to said bottom wall in laterally spaced

relation thereon, each of said guides having a ¢

pair of oppositely extending lateral flanges
spaced upwardly from the surface of said bot-
tom wall, a drawer slidably mounted in said frame
for movement into and out of the cabinet, said

drawer comprising a bottom disposed over a 35

6

plurality of said flanges and having depending
vertical side edge portions adjacent the outer
edges of said flanges, respectively, and plane side
walls extending uninterruptedly upwardly of
said drawer bottom and secured to said depend-~
ing portions, whereby the usable surface of said
bottom extends directly to said side walls, said
side walls having integral inturned laieral por-
tions extending toward each other in position
below said drawer bottom, said inturned por-
tions being positioned between said bottom wall
and oppositely extending flanges, respectively,
and cooperating with said flanges for guiding the
drawer in its movement into and out of the cabi-
net frame, each of said side walls having inte-
gral inturned end portions at the opposite ends
thereof, and end walls for said drawer secured
to said end portions, respectively.

EDWIN C. WEISKOPF.
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