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To all whom it away concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK O. DEGEN 

EIARBr, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ig in the borough of Brooklyn county of 

5 Kings, city and State of New York, have 
invented an Improvement in Game Appara 
tus, of which the following is a specifica tion. 
This invention relates to a game appara 

10 tus and as designed is intended for use in 
playing baseball in doors or in a relatively 
small space out of doors, but the invention 
is in no wise limited to a baseball game as 

: the apparatus may be designed for similarly 
15 playing football or any one of a numbel of 

other galles or sports. In carrying out the 
invention I preferably employ a stand made 
in the form of a player and adapted to be 
placed against a wall or fence or otherwise 

20 supported in playing the game. The frame 
is provided with a suitable aperture and 
through this aperture each particular play 
as made is designated so that the same may 
be recorded in keeping the score in the usual 25 manner irrespective of the particular kind 
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of game that is being played. The gaine is 
flirthernhore played with a ball or similar 
object which is thrown against the stand and 
ised to strike a pin or projection carried by 
the stand to operate suitable devices for 
actuating the indicator to make the same 
appear in the slot to which reference has 
hereinbefore bean made. For example, in 
playing baseball the frame is supplied with 
a plurality of pins or projections each in 
tended to designate a particular play in the 
game and when any pin or projection is 
struck by a ball or other device thrown at 
the frame the mechanism is operated to 
cause the indicator to appear behind the 
slot in order that the play may be seen and 
recorded. Suitable devices are also em 
ployed for maintaining the indicator in po 
sition behind the slot so that no anistake 
may be made in reading and recording the 
Sahne and also for releasing the indicator in 
order that it may return or be returned to its normal inoperative position. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the gaune 

apparatus made in accordance with my 
present invention. - 

Fig. 2 is an edge or side elevation of the 
Sale, 

Fig. 3 is an elevation on an enlarged scale 
of the reverse side of the frame showing 
parts of the operating devices. - 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged section on line 4-4, Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a sectional plan of the stop and 

guide devices taken on line 5-5, Fig. 3. 
Fig. 6 is a sectional plan of these devices 

taken on line 6-6, Fig. 5, and 
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Fig. 7 is a perspective view illustrating 
the devices for operating the indicator. 

Referring particularly to the drawing it 
will be seen that in carrying out the inven 
tion I employ a stand 10 which may be made 
of any suitable material and in any desired 
configuration. Inasmuch. however, as the 
present game is designed for use in playing 
baseball the frame is so formed as to dosig 
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nate a baseball catcher 11 and an umpire 12, ..., 
the figures being placed one above the other 
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 1. This stand in playing the game may be placed against 
a wat when the game is played indoors or 
against a fence or supported by a suitable 
post in the manner of an easel or otherwise 
when the game is played out of doors. In 
the upper portion of the stand preferably 
in a position indicating the mouth of the 
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umpire there is a slot 13 through which as , 
lbereinafter described indicators are caused to appear designating each particular play 
as the same is made. - : 

Suitably attached to the rear of the frame 
85 

or stand is a plate 14 which, however, may 
be made an integral part of the stand if de 
sirable. In this plate there is a plurality of 
projections each adapted to be struck by the 
ball Gi (the object employed in playing the 
game. As these projections are similar in 
all respects but one of them will be described 
in detail. In predetermined pcsitions the 
plate is provided with disks 15, 16. one on 
the outer and one on the inner side there 
of. These disks are secured to a sleeve 17 
which passes through the plate and also 
through the stand so as to project from the 
face thereof. In the sleeve 17 there is a 
plunger 18 having at its forward cred a plate 
or striking head 19, while in the plunger 18 
there is a pin 20 extending through a longi 
tudinal slot 21 provided therefor in the 
sleeve 17. The plunger S is normally nuain 
tained in an inoperative position as shown in 
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Fig. 4 by means of a spring 22 surrounding . 
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the sleeve 17 and plunger 18 and extending 
from the disk 16 to the inners surface of the 
head 19. The inner end of the plunger 18 is 
flattened as indicated at 23 and provided 
with a transversely extending slot 24. 

Associated with each of the sleeves and 
plungers as hereinbefore described and pref 
erably located immediately above the same 
and secured to the plate 14 in any suitable 
manner is a post 25. Each post 25 is fitted 
with a collar 26 lying adjacent the inner 
surface of the plate and also with a collar 
27 secured to the post adjacent the end there 
of by a set screw 28 or otherwise. Together 
with each of these sets of devices I employ a 
rod 29 which may be made of wire or other 
suitable material and at one end 30 is passed 
through the slot 24 at the inner end of the 
corresponding plunger, a portion 31 of the 
rod 29 being turned around the correspond 
ing post 25 to form a support for the rod 
and the indicator 32 carried at the outer or 
upper end thereof. As illustrated in Fig. 7 
the indicator 32 carries the designation ball, 
it being understood that each of the several 
indicators employed carry a similar designa 
tion, for instance, strike, foul, first base, sec 
ond base, third base, home run, foul strike, 
and the like, as well as other terms or plays 
employed in playing the game of baseball. 

Extending from the inner face of the plate 
14 there are stop posts 33, 34 and 35. These 
are secured in the plate in any suitable man 
ner and are preferably arranged so as to be 
in alignment as indicated. Mounted on these 
stop posts there are guides 36 suitably spaced 
from one another so that the upper end of 
one of the rods 29 passes between each of the 
several guides to direct the course of the rod 
when being moved, as hereinafter described. 

I also employ a set of lock and release bars 
indicated at 37 and 38. At the forward por 
tion of these lock and release bars the same 
pass through an opening provided therefor 
in the plate 14 and the extremity of the bar 
87 is upturned as indicated at 39 while the 
corresponding end of the bar 38 is turned 
down as indicated at 40, the aperture in the 
plate through which these bars pass being 
indicated at 41. Adjacent the inner onds 
these lock and release. bars 37 and 38 pass through and are journaled in a bearing pro 
vided therefor in a bracket 42 which is suit 
ably secured to the outer end of the stop post 
34. The lock and release bars 47 and 38 are 
normally held in position respectively by 
springs 43 and 44 which at corresponding 
ends are secured to a screw or similar device 
set in the plate 41, while at their opposite 
ends these springs 43 and 44 pass through 
the lock and release, bars 37 and 38 so as to 
maintain the pin 46 in the bar 38 in contact 
with the bracket 42, and a pin 47 similarly 
secured in the bar 38 in like manner against 
the bracket 42 which, as will be understood, 
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normally maintains these lock and release 
bars in position. : - 
On both the lock and release bars 37 and 

38 there are laterally extending hooks. 
Those extending from one side of the bar 38 
are indicated at 48, while those extending 
from the opposite side of the bar 38 are in 
dicated at 49. The hooks extending from une 
side of the bar 37 are indicated at 50 and 
those extending from the opposite side there 
of are indicated at 51. These hooks are so 
disposed relatively to the hook and release 
bars that when the latter are in their normal 
positions the hooks lie between the several 
guides 36 so that when any rod 29 is moved 
from its normal position to bring the indi 
cator behind the slot in the stand the corre 
sponding hook will engage the rod and main 
tain the indicator in position so that the 
same may be read through the slot in the 
stand in order to prevent any dispute as to 
the play and also to enable the players to 
properly keep their score. Then upon de 
pressing the lock and release bars against 
the action of the springs which normally 
maintain the same in place the rod 29 will 
be freed and caused by the action of the 
spring 22 to return to its normal position, 
moving the indicator from its place behind 
the slot in the stand in returning the plunger 
to its normal position. 

In the use of the apparatus, as hereinbe 
fore described, any number of players may 
constitute a team or side and be opposed by 
one or more teams or sides, each player in 
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turn being permitted to throw a predeter 
mined number of balls at the stand in at 
tempts to spring the heads of the plungers: 
or each player may continue until he is 
either out or makes a run as in playing base 
ball, other conditions, of course, being neces 
sary in the use of the apparatus for other 
games for which it may be designed for 
play. As will now be understood when a 
player strikes the head of a plunger the 
same will be depressed or moved inwardly 
against the action of its spring 22 thereby 
causing the flattened inner end of the plun 
ger to move the inner or lower end 30 of 
the corresponding rod 29 whereby the rod 
swings on its coiled portion and the upper 
end of the rod is moved throwing the indi 
cator behind the slot and locking and se 
curing the rod and indicator in position 
until the same are released, as hereinbefore 
described. 
The various plungers as indicated in the 

drawing may be employed to designate the 
plays set out beneath each of the same and of course the corresponding indicator car 
ries the same designation, although as will 
be understood these or different or other 
play's may be indicated. Still furthermore, 
and as hereinhefore stated, while I have 
shown and described my invention as appli 
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cable to a baseball game it may be so de 
signed as to be employed as a football or 
other game without departing from the na 
ture and spirit of my invention. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a game apparatus, a stand, a plun 

ger extending through the stand, an indi 
cator, a rod to which at one end the indi 
cator is attached, a support extending from 
the said stand and to which the said rod is 
pivotally connected to swing the indicator 
from an invisible to a visible position, the 
opposite end of the rod extending through 
a slot provided therefor in the inner end 
of the plunger, and means for normally 
maintaining and returning the said plunger 
to its initial position whereby in the move 
ment of the plunger in one direction the rod 
is moved to swing the indicator from its 
invisible to its visible position and when 
the plunger is returned to its initial posi 
tion the rod is moved to swing the indi 
cator from its visible to its invisible posi 
tion. 

2. In a game apparatus, a stand, a plun 
ger extending through the stand, an indica 
tor, a rod to which at one end the indicator 
is attached, a support extending from the 
said stand and to which the said rod is 
ivotally connected to swing the indicator 
rom an invisible to a visible position, the 

opposite end of the rod extending through 
a slot provided therefor in the inner end of 
the plunger, means for normally maintain 
ing and returning the said plunger to its 
initial position whereby in the movement of 
the plunger in one direction the rod is 
moved to swing the indicator from its in 
visible to its visible position and when the 
plunger is returned to its initial position 
the rod is moved to swing the indicator 
from its visible to its invisible position, and 
a latch device for maintaining the indica 
tor in its visible position. 

3. In a game apparatus, a stand, a plun 
ger extending through the stand, an indica 
tor, a rod to which at one end the indicator 
is attached, a pin extending from the stand 
and around which a portion of the said rod 
is coiled to support the same and the indi 
cator carried thereby in a normally invisi 
ble position, the opposite end of the rod ex 
tending through a transversely disposed slot 
in the innel end of the plunger, and means 
for normally maintaining and returning the 
plunger to an initial position whereby when 
the plunger is moved in one direction the 
rod is swung to move the indicator from its 
invisible to its visible position, and when 
the plunger is returned to its initial posi 
tion the rod is swung in the other direc 
tion to l'eturn the indicator to its initial 
invisible position. 

4. In a game apparatus, a stand, a plunger 
extending through and movable in the stand, 

an indicator, there being an opening in the 
st and through which the said indicator is 
visible when noved to a predetermined po 
sition, a rod to which at one end the indica 
to is attached, and a pin about which a por 
tion of the rod is bent and upon which the 
said rod is adapted to swing, the opposite 
end of the said rod being in direct engage 
ment with the said plunger whereby when 
the plunger is moved in one direction the 
rod is actuated thereby to swing the indica 
tor from a normally invisible to a visible po 
sition behind the said opening in the stand 
and when the plunger is moved in the other 
direction the said rod is directly actuated 
thereby to swing the indicator from its 
visible to its invisible position. 

5. In a game apparatus, a stand, a plunger 
extending through the stand, an indicator, a 
rod to which at one end the said indicator is 
attached, a pin extending from the said 
stand and around which a portion of the 
said rod is coiled to support the same and the 
indicator carried in a normally invisible po 
sition, the opposite end of the said rod extend 
ing through a transversely disposed slot in 
the inner end of the plunger whereby 
through the operation of the plunger the rod 
is actuated to move the indicator from its in 
visible to a visible position, and means for 
maintaining the said indicator in its visible 
position and then releasing the same, per 
mitting the rod and indicator to automati 
'ally return to their initial invisible position. 
6. In a game apparatus, a stand, a plunger 

extending through the stand, an indicator, a 
rod to which at one end the said indicator is 
attached, a pin extending from the said stand 
and around which a portion of the said rod 
is coiled to support the same and the indica 
to carried in a normally invisible position, 
the opposite end of the said rod extending 
through a transversely disposed slot in the 
inner end of the plunger whereby through 
the operation of the plunger the 1'od is ac 
tuated to move the indicator from its invis 
ible to a visible position, means for main 
taining the said indicator in its visible posi 
tion and then releasing the same, permitting 
the rod and indicator to automatically re 
turn to their initial invisible position, and 
means for guiding the said rod in the move 
ment thereof. 

7. In a game apparatus, a stand represent 
ing a playel' and having a slot therein, a 
plunger extending through the said stand, 
means for normally maintaining the plunger 
in an initial position, an indicator, a rod to 
which at one end the indicator is attached, 
a pin about which a portion of the said rod 
is coiled, while the opposite end of the said 
rod passes through a diagonally disposed 
slot in the inner end of the plunger, and 
means for retaining the rod and indicator in 
a position in which the indicator is visible 
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through the slot and releasing the rod, per 
mitting the same and the indicator to return 
to their initial position: . 

8. In a game apparatus, a stand represent 
ing a player and having a slot. therein, a 
plunger extending through the said stand, 
means for normally maintaining the plunger 
in an initial position, an indicator, a rod to 
which at one end the indicator is attached, 
a pin about which a portion of the said rod 
is coiled, while the opposite end of the said 
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rod passes through a diagonally disposed slot 
in the inner end of the plunger, means for 
guiding the said red in the movement there 
of, and means for retaining the rod and in s 
dicator in a position in which the indicator : 
is visible through the slot and releasing the 
rod, permitting the same and the indicator 
to return to their initial position. 
Signed by me this 11th day of Feby, 2n 

1922. . . . . . . 
FRANK O. DEGENHARDT. 

  


