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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LEwis CAss EATON, of
Doylestown, Wayne county, Ohio, have in-
vented certain Improvements in Car-Coup-
lings, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

The object of my invention is-a ecar-coup-
-ling, which acts automatically, to connect the
cars when brought together, and to diseconnect
them when either car assumes a lower posi-
tion than the other, and this I accomplish by
the combination, in each draw-head A, of a
stationary hooked projection or lug, «, ribs b
b, at both sides of the latter, and a movable
retainer, d, arranged above the lug. The link
X, resting upon the edges of the ribs b b, in-
closes the lug @, and is maintained in a hori-
zontal position by the retainer d, consisting,
in the present instance, of a block or lever
hung at its inner end to a pin, 4, having at
its under side a lug, ¢, and bearing upon the
inner end of the link., The link, when thus
Ireld and introduced into the draw-head of an
opposite car, will slide up the inclined face
of the lug @, raising the retainer, and falling
over and inclosing the lug, which then pre-
vents its withdrawal, the cars thus being
coupled. :

Should the axle of either car break, or any
accident occur, causing the end of one of the
cars to assume a position lower than that of
the other, the link will vibrate on the ribs b
b of the highest car, and its inner end will be
raised above the end of the lug, from which

it will escape, uncoupling the ears, the re-
tainer yielding freely to the movement of the
link.

To uncouple the cars under ordinary cir-
cumstances, the draw-head should be pro-
vided with appliances for raising the inner
end of the link above the lug a—as, for in-
stance, a sliding pin, f, extending through an
opening in the draw-head at the rear of the
lug, aud secured to a frame, g, which may be
operated by a lever or other suitable device.

The retainer, instead of being hinged, as
described, may slide in the draw -head, as
shown in Fig.4, where it is represented as hav-
ing a projection, y, for elevating the link above
the lug when the retainer is raised, or a spring,
yielding to the link when the latter is intro-
duced or vibrated, may be employed.

I do not claim, broadly, a draw-head pro-
vided with a booked projection for catching
the link, and with a hinged dog for retaining
the link in a horizontal position; but

I elaim—

The combination, with a draw-head, of a
lag, @, and ribs b b at the sides of the lug,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

‘ LEWIS CASS EATON.
Witnesses: )

GEORGE W. EVERTS,

GEORGE E. FENDENHIEM.




