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The invention relates to a grip to be employed 
upon the handles of sport clubs such as golf clubs, 
tennis rackets, baseball bats, fishing rods and the 
like. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
frictional surface upon the handle of the club 
which will give the player a firm grip upon the 
club and prevent the slipping or turning of the 
club in the hands of the player. 

It is also desired to provide Such a gripping 
surface which is somewhat pliable and resilient 
and will take the shock from the hands of the 
USe. 

It is a further object to provide a gripping Suur 
face which is so formed as to resist the slipping 
of the club longitudinally in the hands of the 
player. I desire to so grind the surface upon the 
gripping member that it will particularly resist 
the movement of the club OutWardly from the 
player's grip. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a gripping surface for clubs of this character 
which is strong and durable and will not be ad 
versely affected by moisture thereon from 
perspiration on the player's hands, or from rain, 
or other similar source... I desire to provide a sur 
facing for the grip which is made of strong and 
durable cord which will last through the life of 
the club. 
Other objects and advantages will be more 

clearly understood from a consideration of the 
drawings herewith wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a central longitudinal Section of a 
gripping device shown as employed upon the 
handle of the golf club. 

Fig. 2 is a transverse Section. On the plane 2-2 
of Fig. 1 and shown somewhat enlarged. 

Fig. 3 is a broken elevation of the end of my 
gripping member showing the character of Sur 
face formed upon the grip used on a golf club. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 and showing 
a slightly different embodiment of the Surface 
covering for the grip. r 
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Fig. 5 is a broken Sectional detail enlarged to 
indicate the fabric Covering for the gripping 
member. 

Figs. 6 and 7 are side and end views respective 
ly of a grinding member which may be em 
ployed to properly surface the gripping device. 

Fig. 8 is a transverse section on the plane 8-8 
of Fig. 9. 

Figs. 9 and 10 are side elevations and sections 
respectively showing the employment of my in 
vention upon the handle of a tennis racket. . 

Figs. 11 and 12 are side elevations of the handle 

of a baseball bat showing my invention employed 
thereon. X 

My invention is employed particularly upon the 
handle of a golf club, as is shown in FigS. 1 to 7, 
inclusive, and although the gripping device may 
be employed upon a wooden golf handle I have 
shown the same as employed upon a steel club 
having a tubular steel handle , which is cylin 
drical. This handle may be prepared in any 
of the usual methods for receiving thereon the 
gripping member. m 

Said gripping member is made up of an inner 
layer 2 of rubber or similar flexible and of COn 
pressible material. This layer may be made in 
any preferred form and although the composi 
tion is largely rubber it may have therein other 
materials such as ground cork, fabric, fiber or the 
like, which, together with the rubber, forms a 
compressible gripping member. This layer of 
material forms a cushion and is made of increas 
ing thickness from the inner end to the outer 
end, thus providing a grip which tapers from the 
end of the handle toward the club head. 
On the outer surface of the cushioning layer 2 

I provide a frictional gripping layer 3. This 
gripping surface is preferably made of strong 
cord. It may be made entirely of threads or 
strings or cord extending longitudinally of the 
gripping member from one end to the other, lying 
closely adjacent each other along the surface as 
shown at A in Figs. 3 and 6. The term 'cord' as 
herein employed designates a heavy thread Such 
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as is commonly spun from cotton or sinnilar lint 
and has material strength. These cords are em 
bedded in the outer surface of the rubber cushion ing member the cords being placed in position 
closely adjacent each other and longitudinally on 
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the said layer 2 of rubber and the whole assembly 
is placed in a mold and the rubber. is vulcanized 
with the cord in place about the periphery there 
of. This operation may be carried on by using 
the club handle as the mandre On which the 
grip is molded, or a separate mandrel may be 
used and the grip later affixed to the desired club 
handle. 
At the Outer end of the steel shaft the rubber 

cushioning layer 2 extends slightly beyond the 
end of the shaft, as shown at 5. There is an open 
ing in the layer of rubber corresponding to the 
opening through the steel shaft and a button or 
plug 6 of hard rubber or other similar material is 
fixed therein, said button having a radial flange 
interfitting with the soft rubber of the cushion 

ing layer. The plug is thus held firmly in place 
cemented with the rubber of the grip. 
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cluding an inner cushioning sleeve largely con 
posed of rubber and tapering in diameter inwardly 
from the Outer end of the handle, an Outer sur 
face covering vulcanized to said sleeve, said cov 
ering being composed of fibrous cords embedded 
in the rubber, the outer surface being abraded 
So that the fibers thereof project from the sur 
face in a direction inclined away from the outer 
end of the handle to form a frictional area, to 
be gripped by the user. 

3. A handle construction including a rubber 
body member, a plurality of straight longitudinal 
cords longitudinally positioned on the member 
and partially projecting therefron with tufts of 
the cord projecting from the cord in a direction 
to prevent slipping of the handle when held and 
being for the greater portion of their length free 
from any transverse cords connecting them to 
gether. - 

4. A gripping member for handles for sport 
clubs including an inner cushioning layer of rub 
ber, and an outer layer of relatively coarse 
straight cords lying close together embedded in 
said rubber, said cords extending longitudinally 
of the grip and partly exposed and being for the 
greater portion of their length free from any 
transverse cords connecting them together. 

5. A gripping member for handles for sport 
clubs including an inner cushioning layer of rub 
ber and an Outer layer of coarse cords lying close 
together embedded in said rubber and vulcanized 
therein, said cords longitudinally of said handle 
having portions projecting from said rubber, the 
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outer surfaces of said cords being abraded to 
present a relatively Smooth surface. 

6. A gripping member for golf club handles in 
cluding an inner cushioning sleeve of flexible 
elastic composition, said sleeve being tapered 
from the outer end of the golf club handle in 
Wardly, a surface covering for said sleeve con 
posed of coarse cords lying closely adjacent each 

3 
other longitudinally of said sleeve and vulcanized 
into Said sleeve, and having relatively few spaced 
transverse cords connecting said longitudinal 
cords together, the Outer Surface of said cords 
being exposed and ground to be smooth but pre 
Senting a frictional Surface resisting slipping of 
said club in the hands of the user. 
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7. A gripping member for golf club handles in 
cluding an inner cushioning sleeve of flexible elas 
tic composition, said sleeve being tapered from 
the outer end of the golf club handle inwardly, 
a surface covering for said sleeve composed of 
coarse cords lying closely adjacent each other 
longitudinally of said sleeve and vulcanized into 
said sleeve, a plurality of transverse threads 
woven with said cords and spaced relatively far 
apart, the outer surface of said cords being ex 
posed and ground to be Smooth, but presenting 
a frictional surface resisting slipping of said club 
in the hands of the user. 

8. A gripping member for handles for sport 
clubs including an inner cushioning layer of rub 
ber mixed with light comminuted material, and 
an outer layer of coarse cords lying closely ad 
jacent and held together by relatively few trans 
verse cords embedded in said rubber and vul 
canized therein, the Outer portion of the rubber 
having been removed to leave the cords exposed 
and projecting slightly beyond the rubber. 

9. A gripping member for golf. club handles 
including an inner cushioning sleeve largely con 
posed of rubber and tapering in diameter inward 
ly from the Outer end of the handle, an Outer 
surface covering vulcanized to said sleeve, said 
covering being composed of coarse fibrous cords 
lying longitudinally of said sleeve, the Outer ta 
pering surface of said sleeve being abraded longi 
tudinally to form fibers on Said COrd, projecting 
from the surface to form a frictional area adapted 
to be gripped by the user. 

TRACY. S. PARK, 
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