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12 Clalms

ThlS mventmn relates to fastemng devices for
securing articles, such as less-than-car-load con-
tainers, to-vehicles, especially: railroad flat cars.

“Railroad : containers . are usually carried  on

‘% specially constructed cars having sides, ends and
intermediate partitions-forming a’series-of com-
‘partnients adapted to receive containers of coim=
plementary dimensions.. The interfitting -rela-
tionship between the containers and container

19 cars makes interchangeability almost impossible.
: - A-flat car is in many ways an ideal carrier for
. containers. . Such’cars are to be found .almost
.- everywhere .and, further, as there are no:parts

< to be brought into interfitting . relation with the
-1'5:. containers, they are adaptéd to carry supstantially
any make of container.” ‘The difficulty, heretofore,

has been the trouble and expense of securing con-. .

tainer on.the flat car.
o ‘The principal object, therefore of the present
.20 invention is to provide cheap, 51mp]e and -easily
operated fastening ‘dévices for securing articles
such as'less~-than-car-load contamers on vehlcles
such-as railroad flat cars.
A further object of the invention is to provxde
25 fastening means constructed so-that the load-

- rebaining chains or the like can be drawn tautb. -

without the use of turnbuckles or other devices
having sliding surfaces liable to 1ust up and Ireeze
together.

30, According to the present: lnventlon loads hke
railroad containers are secured to flat cars by uni-
versally  movable members, usually chaings, con-
-nected to stakes or the like in the stake pockets
of the car and also to the load.  Where the inven-

35 tion‘is applied to containers, each of. the. four-
corners of each container is connected by such a .
These members extend from’
the:confainers to the stakes in a vertical plane
is roughly or-substantially. parallel to the -

member to a stake.

- which
40  side sills of the flat car. By roughly or substan-
tially parallel is meant a direction considerably
nearer parallel than perpendicular to the side
sills, They are, therefore, well adapted to pre-
vent longitudinal movement of the container with
45 respect 1o {the car. However, they are not so
well adapted to prevent transverse movement of
_the ‘container with réspect to the car. -If; how=
ever, a" stake is arrangedropposme each .end of

the: container, the latter cannot move: laterally-

50 beyond the stake line. If it is desired positively
to prévent -lateral movement ‘of the container

that can be done-by inserting a . wocden block or-

wedge - between the stake and’ the adJacent end
of the container.
&0 The invention: xncludes the prov1smn of: speclal

(CL 280—-179)

forms of stakes as well as means for connectmg
the stakes to the corners'of the containér in such
a way ‘that it is securely:braced against move-
ment-longitudinally of the flat car.. These con-

necting. means are usually chains and the inven- g

ticn comprises means for adjusting the points of
operative connection between the chains and the

“corners of the containers and for the stakes in. -

such g -way that, irrespective of the relative posi~

-tions ‘of the containers and the stake: pockets, 10
-the chains may. be drawn taut and held. faut -

while the flat-car is in.transit. . This provision
for adjustability is necessary for the reason that
the ordinary flat cars now in use vary in length,
Wmuh and in the spacing of the stake pockets.

Jauous forms. of the invention.are illustrated
by way - of examole in. the aﬂcompa,nymg draw-
ings, wherem

Fig. 1 is-a side eleva,ulon of the side~ 5111 of a ﬂat
car with & container secured thereto by a fasten- 2g.

“ing  device constructed. in accordance w1th the

piesent invention; o
Fig. 2.is a plan view of the same, ]
Fig. 3 is a side elevation on an enlarged scale

- of the stake and its stake pocket, partly in sectmn 25'
“shown in Fig. 1,

CFig. 4is an end e1evat10n of the stake alone,
taken in the direction of the arrow. in Fig. 3;

Fig. b is a section through the stake on the line
5--5 of the Fig: 3; 30
Fig. 6 is a side elevatmn on an enlarged scale

of the chain hook and adjacent parts of the con—
tainer; :

Fig. Tis an end elevatlon of the same, partly in
section; . 35

g, 8 isa sectlon on the line 8——8 ‘of Flg 6

Fig. 9 is an end elevation of the cham guxde
shown in Fig. 6; :

Fig. 10 is o side elevation of the sade sill of a
flat car with a container secured thereto w1th 40
modified form of fastening device; .

Fig. 11 is a side elevation on an enlarged scale
of the stake and its stake pocket, shown in Fig,.10;

“Fig. 12 isan. end elevatxon of the same,. partly
in'section; .. - 45

Fig, 13 is a séction on the line. 13—!3 of Flg 12;

TFig. ¥4 is a side elevation of the side sill of &

E ﬁat car with a container secured thereto w1th

shother form of fastening device; and.
Fig) 15is a side elevation of 4 side sill of a flat 50

. ‘car with' & container secured thereto with a still -

furthier form of fastening device.".

~Referring to- the form of construction shown.
in F;gs 1. to 9 inclusive, 28 represents the floor -
of a flat car prov1ded with:the usual stake pockets 55
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21,
load container 22 provided with doors 23.

While, as previously peinted out, flat cars vary
in length, height and width and in the spacing
of the stake pockets along the side sills, the in-

-dividual stake pockets are practically universally

of standard size, viz. 4’* x 5’/, the long dimension
being transversely of the car.
containers may be: fitted with standard .sized
stakes such as 24 which will-properly: fit a stake
pocket on any flat car.. . '

While in Figs. 1 and 2-only one
shown, usually there will be 5-or 8
tending in a row along the ftop of

container is

the flat car.

As the spacing of the stake pockets on different -

flat cars varies, it follows that there can:be no
definite invariable position of the container rela-
tively to the siakes.  Similarly as the width of

the flat cars vary, there wiil be spaces of varying:-

width betweeni the stakes and the adjacent sides
of the containers.

To permit the contdiners to bn co*mected to
the stakes regardless of the positions of the latter
with respect to the containers, chains 28, or other
flexible or univ ersally movable connecting mem-
bers are used. “These chains are secured to the
containers adjacent their corners and also to the

stakes in such a way that the length of the chain .

between the points of attachment to'the contamer
and stake may be adjusted.

In the form of construction shown:in Pigs. 1°

to 9, inclusive, a-single chain 28 is used at each
side .of -the confainer secured at
shackles 29 to the corners of the container.

- On'each cham is threaded a stake 24 in such
a.way that the position of the stake may be ad-
Jjusting therealong. - As shown, the stake is formed

. of a short-length of rectangular steel tube or a

similarly shaped malleable casting in which two
key-hole slots 38 are formed in register with each
other. The lower end of the slot is enlarged
sufficiently to. vermit free passage of the chain,
while the upper end has a width only slightly
greater “than the diameter of the material of
which the chain is made. - The upper ends of the
slots are, therefore, each adapted to receive one

link of the chain flat-wise as shown in Fig. 3 and

the chain is positively prevented from moving by
the engagement of the adjoining links with: the
inner walls of the stake on either side of the slots.

The stake has g pin 33 on-one side adapted o.

engage the rim of the stake-pocket and hold. the
stake in the position shown in Fig. 3. When the
stake is in that position the enlarged ends of the
slots are inside the stake pocket so that, should
the chain be permitted to drop, it will not be re-
leased from its interlocking relamon with respect
to the stake.

° The'slot in the stake, to advantage, extends as
shown above the floor of the flat car so that the

chain when pulled taut will be clear of the wooden

floor of the flat car.

The ability to adjust the stake along the chain
avoids the necessity of two chains each ~long
enocugh to permit -wide variations in-the position
of the stake with'respect to the container. It is
desirable to aveid long chains to save weight

where no special advantage is derived from such

length. Further, whether the chains are long

‘or short, they should be hung from the container
in such a way that when one of the chains and

a stake attached: thereto hang down,-it cannot
reach the rail and catch in‘a rail point or: cross-
ing.- Long chains with individual stakes secured

to their ends are shown!in a'furthe; form of the

Consequently the -

of them ex- . an-essential feature of the invention.

its -ends by:

12,012,040

On top of the flat car is a less-than-car- ‘

invéntion to secure special advantages as will ke

-explained later.

In the form shown in:Figs. 1 to 9 ‘the chain
and stake are: prevented from dropping much
below the car sill when the stake is not in a
stake pocket by connecfing the.two ends of the
chain to the corners of the container and ad-
justing the position of the stake therealong.

In additicn to such adjustability of the stake
with respect to the chain, it is desirable to pro-

- vide means for:drawing the chain.taut on either

side of the stake, although such means are nob
In some
cases a simple hook may be sufficient, but such a
hook-provides .only for adjustment to the extent
of the length of a link or multiples thereof, not
any intermediate fraction.

'To enable the chain to be adjusted to any length
and hence ‘fo be drawn taut, a modified form of
chain hook is used..:This hook designated gener-
ally ‘as 35§, is shown:in detail in Figs. 6, 7, and 8.
It consists of -two parts 36 and 37 spaced. apart
the width of ‘a link of the chain’‘and connected
at the bottom so as to form a parallel-sided fork
adapted to receive ‘the chain..-On the inner faces
of ‘the parts 38 and 37.are oppositely arranged
inwardly - extending- ribs 38, spaced apart wide
enough. to permit the passage of a link of the
chain flatwise while preventing the passage of
either of ‘the two other links connected thereto,
as -shown in- Fig. 6. It is-the link to.the left of
the: link - passing between the ribs which is in

_ operative engagement with the hook. . The sec-

tion -of ‘chain leading from.one side of the stake

‘may be pulied taut-by hand and the link nearest

the ends of the ribs 38 slid therebetween. . This
provides, as in'the ease of the siof in the stake,
an adjustment of the length of a link or any multi-
ple-thereof but not any fraction thereof. To pro-
vide for fractional adjustment the ribs are made
of ‘considerable length and arranged so that as
a link slides down beiween the ribs, the distance
between the link to the left (Fig. 6) of such link
and:the stake steadily increases until that sec-

“ tion ‘of the chain is drawn taut. In other words

a wedging action-is obtained. From inspection
of Flig. 6 it ‘will be seen that if the chain extended
to the chain hook in a horizontal -direction the
angle of the wedge formed by the upper paris of
the ribs 38 would be .50 steep:that the chain
would pull off.. On the other hand, if the chain
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extended upwardly tothe chain ook at an angle -

of say:60° to the horizontal, a negative wedging
action would result, i. e..as the cham dropped be-

~tween the ribs it would become looser instead of ;

tighter.. Hence, while not-aiways essential, it is
preferable to provide a guide, such as 4§, for the

chainto insure that the latter always extends.to-

wards the chain hook at the proper angle.-

The distance D.in Fig. 6 represents the distance
the ribs 38 deviate from the arc through which
the chain would normally swing about its guide
£0.: If this distance D is in excess of the length

. of:.one-link - then, by first selecting the proper

link to insert between the ribs 38, and second slid-
ing such link downwardly the chain-may always
be ‘drawn taut. A direct puill on the chain as the
resultof movementof the container cannot loosen
the.chain as the wedging angle is too small,. The
only forces which-can cause the chain to move

upwardly. in the chain hedk and loosen the chain
Caretheseactingin a dlrectlon substantialiy paral-~

lel to the ribs-38 of the hook. - Jolts.and jerks of
the flat car may provide such for ces but they are
relatively very-slight in maghitude .and conse-

60
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be anchored:to twg pairs of stake pockets by 4.
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quently easily counteracted A spring acting on -

the portion of the chain on the left side (Fig: 6)
of the ehain hook so as to draw.the chain down-
wardly in a direction substantially parallel to:-the
ribrs 88 will effectively prévent any accidental dis-
engagement of the chain from its hook and,
further; will automatically tighter the chain. ' A
simple but effective form. of spring for.this pur-
pose-is a flexible steel strip 42 attached to the
inner wall of one side of the container at 43 and
extending outwards through a slot 44 in the front
of " the contgirter, The end of .the’ spring is
curved (see Fig. 1) so asto hold it in.engagement
with any-link of: the chain with: ‘which: it may
be engaged.

To retain’ the containers in place laterally

wooden blocks or wedges $2 may be inserfed be-’
tween ‘the stakes 94 and the adJacent -sides:-of .

the container:

When the: stakes 24 are not in use they may
b& hung (as indicated in dott\,d lines in Fig, 1)
on one or other of the hooks 444 inserted 1nto the
slots 38 in the stakes. i

In the construction: of I‘lgs ‘1 to:9, the. cori~:

tainer is held in position by a single pair of stake
Tor greater security each container may

stakes. A construction-adapbed topermit anchor-

. ing by four Su@kes is shown in Figs. 10 to 13 in-

clusive. -

- The agverage’ w1dth of . a conta1ne1 (measured
lengthwise of the flat car) is about equal to the
distance. between - every -other -stake pocket.
Hence, when one of the stake pockets is opposite

35 the center of the container the pockets on either

40
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: _pocket -the stoke fits the pocket in a. direction
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side are opposite the corners of the container
to which the chains are connected, in which posi-

tion they are practically useless for the purpose of |

restraining longitudinal movement of the con~

-tainer, as the direction of the chains would be sub-

stantially vertical instead of being more or. less
horizontal. . Under - these conditions - the -only
stake-pockets which can be used effectively when
the chains dre connected fo the corners of -the

container are the ones opposite the middle of the -
container and the two:pairs opposite the cenfers

of the two adjacent containers. = This means that
the chains either converge:inwards to a single
stake pocket- (Fig. 1) or diverge outwards to two
stake. pockets _(Flg 16). The latter arrangement
involves four separate chains and four separate
stakes and; when a battery of containersisloaded

on g flat car, it requires stakes constructedso;;tha,t )

either one or fwo stakes may be inserted in any
stake pocket and still operate sahsractorlly :

A stake 4! eomplying with these requu‘ements
is shown in Figs: 11, 12, and.13. It consists-of a
shallow channel 5’ x.2’’ so-that-two-of them
may be: inserted-in the usual 57 x 4’/ stake
pockets, as shown at the center of Fig. 10. -If,
however, only one stake -is ‘inserted in.a - stake

transverse'with‘respect to the flat car (the direc-
tion in which the stake acts in restraining lateral
movemen? of the container with the aid of a wood
filler block if necessary), and rests under the ten-

sion of its chain in an inclined position against

the upper and lower side marglns of the stake
pocket.

In Figs.1to9 mcluswe the chain on elther sxde
of the stake is substantially horizontal so that the
stake should be-restrained from dropping through

“its pocket instead of from pulling ‘out. In Figs. 10

to-13 inclusive the chains extend.upwardly from

the stakes at a wery -considerable angle so that’

‘zontal rather than vertical:

means must be. provxded for preventmg the stakes
pulling out of their pockets.

o Various stake . retaining means may be used.

One simple -form: consists” of a: bar or latch 45

- loosely pivoted gt 48 off-center with respect to the .
Slots 47 and 48 are cut in the fahges of

stake."
the stake so that the: bar may be moved from

" thefull to the dotted line position shown in Fig. 12,

When it-is desired to insert:the stake in a pocket
the bar-is put in the dotted line position where it
is held by gravity owing to the ocif-center posi-
tion of its pivot.
through the pocket with its flanges parallel to-the
side of the flat-car. Nex?i the bar is moved into
the .full line position so that when the stake is
drawn upwards by its chain the projecting end of
the bar will engage the-outer part of the stake
pocket. - It will be noted that the pressure on the
bar due to engagement with the stake-pocket is
carried by the_shoulders formed by-the:bottom
and top of the slots §7-and 48, respectively instead

‘of by the pivot which is made loose for that pur-

pose..

Hach chain 50 is connected ‘at one end to the
upper end of a stake 41 and at the other end to
the front of the container at 5l. - Intermediate
these points of connection the chain passes-around
a housed sheave 52 well up on the side of the con-
tainer. A stop or enlargement 53 is provided on

the chain to limit the distance the chain may pass

3

10

The stake can then be dropped

15

20

26

30

through ‘the sheave and so-prevent the end of -

the stake when hanging free reaching down to.the
level of the rails.
chain hook 5% having a . wedge action like that

- of the chsin hook 35 and a spring 56 for:holding

the chain in engagement with its hook. - The
chgin hook:is desirably ‘placed as shown near the
bottom of thecontainerso that it may be reached

' by.a-man standing on the ground alongside of

the- ﬁat car-on whmh the contamer is-to be se-
cured:

Desmably the angle of the chains should be
around-45° to-the horizontal and less; rather than
more, as the movement to be restrained is hori-
Hence, in order to
provide: for o ease where o stake pocket is in a
positien; such as indicated-in Fig. 10; where the
normal pull of the-chain or-the stake would be
at an angle .of 60° or more;:one or wmore chain
guides B8 are- desirably. provided- arcund: which
the chain may-be looped as shown in: dotted lines
in Pig. 10,

- While one of the chlef reasons for- inclining
the chains ‘as shown in Fig. 10, is to raise the
point of -operative  connection- of the chain to
the container. (i.-e-the sheave). so that under no

- gircumstances. can the stake reach the rail level.
“This. inclined. -arrangement has the advantage

that it plevents the tlltmg of the.container ver-
tically..
Chams horlzontally mrranged as -in Flg 1

‘have-little ‘or no- restra ning action agamst tilt-

ing. A- modlﬁcatlo’x -of ‘the conofructmn shown
in Fig. 1, adapted torestrain tlltmg, is illustrated
in Fig. 14.” In'this case the chain 89 is connected
at its ends at 81to the container and has threaded
thereon a stake 82 constructed as:-shown-in Figs,
3,4 and 5 except that the pin 238
2 lateh bar. 83 constructed like the latch bar €5

- of Figs, 11; 12; and -13:  Sheaves 84, chain hooks

3% .is replaced by

Each-chain: is provided with.a-

35
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85 and springs §5.are provided to enable the chain -

to be drawn taut on either side of the stake.. .
- A-still further modification of the arrangement,

shown in Fig.-1, is illustrated in Fig. 15; in-which
" construction. the :chain hooks are replaced. by
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The ends of the chain are shackled at 72:to.the
upper marging of ‘the enlarged upper ends Tf of
the slots 78 so that the portions of the chain
between the shackles 72 and the link -passing
through the slot are retained in a - pocket (not
shown) inside the container.

.- It will be evident that the improved forms of
stake: described herein could be employed: in:the
anchoring. of chains used to hold articles of-all
kinds to flat cars, such as loads of lumber farm
machinery and so- forth.

Further the chain hook coald be- placed on the
side sills of a flat car or on a truck as a means
for securing and drawing taut a chain used to
secure articles on the flat car or truck.

The term container isused to include not only
the steel containers commonly referred to merely
as containers but also crates such as are used for
the transportation of automobiles, tanks for the
transportation of oil, milk; ete., and other similar
receptacles for goods. :

I claim: )

1. The combination of a container and means
for releasa.bly securing the same to:a railroad
flat car comprising a chain, means for releasably
securing the chain to the container selectively at
a plurality of points along the chain and perma-
nently connected at-points to-the container near
the corners of the latter, and a stake adapted to
engage a stake pocket and operatively connected
to the chain at a point intermediate the points

'at which the chain is secured to the container.:

2. The combination of a container and means

i for releasably securing the same to a railroad flat

car comprising a-chain, means for operatively
connecting: the chain to the container at points
near the corners of the latter and a stake adapted
to engage a stake pocket and adapted:to be re-
leasably locked to the chain selectively at a plu-
rality of points therealong intermediate the points
at which the: chain is secured to the container to
allow the container to be secured.to the flat car

at any: position therealong with respect to the,

stake pockets of the flat car,

3. The combination of a container and means
for releasably securing the same to a railroad flat
car comprising a.chain.connected:at its ends to

the container near the ends of the latter, a stake

addpted to fit the stake pocket of a'flat car, and

. formed with a slot therethrough of inverted key-

hole shape, the enlarged lower end of the slot

being large enough to permit free passage of the

chain, while the upper end is narrower than the
width of the links of the chain-and wider than
the diameter -of ‘material of which the-chain is

made, so that when the chain passes through the -

lower part of the slot the position of the stake
relatively to the chain may be adjusted and when
the chain passes through the upper part:- of the
slot the chain and stake are releasably locked in
such . adjusted position, to aid in securing ' the
container to the flat car at any position there-

~along with respect to the stake pdckets of the fiat

car.
-4, The combmatlon of a container and means

for releasably securing the same to a railroad flat-

car comprising a -chain, means for securing the
chain to a portion of the flat-car and means-for
securing another section of the-chain to the con-

_ tainer including a chain hook having chain en-

gaging surfaces inclined with respect to the axis
of that part of the chain which extends between
said two means, whereby by sliding the link of the
¢hain which is in engagement with said surfaces,

- adjacent the chain hook,

2,012,040

curved slots T0 in the front wall of the container.

said part of the chain may be drawn taut to
positively prevent -movement of the container
with respect to the flat-car in a direction: parallel
to said part of the chain.

5. The combination of a container and means
for releasably securing the same to a railroad
flat car comprising a tension member, means se-
cured to said member for anchoring it to a rail-
road flat car, and means for securing the mem-
ber to the container comprising a wedge-shaped
part attached to the container, whereby move-
ment. of “the tension member relatively to said
part causes the tension member to be drawn taut.

'6. The combination of a container and means
for releasably securing the same to.'a railroad

. flat. car. comprising a tension member, means se-

cured to said tension member for anchoring it to
a railroad flat car, means for securing the mem-
ber to.the container comprising a wedge-shaped
part attached to the container, whereby move-
ment of the terision member relatively to said
part causes the tension member to be drawn taut,
and a spring acting on said member in a direction
tending to move the latter relatively to the wedge-
shaped part so-as to maintain the.tension:in said

‘member.

7. The combination of & contamer and means
for releasably: securing the-same to a railroad
flat car compnsmg a-chain; means secured to the
chain whereby one part thereof may be connected
to ‘a Trailroad flat car and a chain hook on the
container having chain engaging surfaces mak-
ing an- obtuse angle with respect-to the axis of
the chain-adjacent the chain hook; ‘whereby slid-

“ ing ‘the part of the'chain in- engagement with

said-surfaces therealong. causes that part cf the
chain between the: hook and the flat car tu be

.drawn taut.

8. The combination of a container and means
for releasa,bly securing the ‘same to ‘a railroad
flat car comprising a chain, connected at cne end
to the container, means attached to the other
end of the chain for connecting it to a portion
of the flat car, a chain hook on the container
adapted to engage the chain' at a plurality of
points intermediate its ends:and thereby provide
for -adjustment in" the length of the ‘chain to
within the length of a link thereof, said chain
hook having chain engaging surfaces making.an
obtuse angle with respect to the axis of the chain
whereby - sliding “the
link of the chain in engagement with said. sur-
faces therealong causes that part of the chain
between the hook and the flat car to be drawn
taut..

9. "The combmatlon of a contalner and means
for- releasably - securing the same to a railroad

“flat car comprlsmg a chain, means secur ed to the

chain whereby one part thereof may be connected
to a railroad filat car, a chain hook on the ccn-
tainér having chain engaging surfaces making

‘a1 -obtuse angle with respect to the axis of the

chain adjacent the chain hook, whereby sliding
the part of the chain in engagement with said
surfaces therealong causes that part of the chain

between.the hook and the flat car to be drawn

taut, and a spring acting on the part of the ¢hain
on the opposite side of the hook to prevent un-
intentional - disengagement of the  chain. and
hook.

10. The combination of g container and means
for releasably securing the same to a railroad flat
car comprising ‘a chain connected at cne end to
the container, means attached to the other end
of-the chain for connecting it to a portion of the
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'ﬁat car, a chain hook on the container adapted

to engage the chain at a plurality of points in-
termediate its ends and thereby provide for ad-

justment in the length of the chain to within the .
- length of ‘a link thereof, a chain-guide inter-

mediate said means and: said-chain hook, said
chain hook having chain engaging surfaces mak-
ing an obtuse angle with respect to the axis of

‘that part of the chain which extends from'the
‘guide to the chain hook whereby sliding the link

of the chain in engagement with said surfaces
from the open end of the hock towards the closed

~end causes that part of the chain hetween the

hock and the flat car to be drawn taut. .~
11. The combination of a container and means
for releasably securing the same fto- a railroad

' fAat-car having stake-pockets, comprising tension

20

o méans, the engagement of said anchoring means

anchoring . means, meahs_for- engaging both a
stake-pocket and said -anchoring means, means
on the container for engaging said anchoring

with ohe of the two other means being selective

at a plurality of spaced points along the anchor-

ing means to compensate for variations in the

5

position: of the container relative to said stake-
pocket, one of said ‘means including a wedge-

- shaped part for sliding engagement with a por--

tion ‘of the anchoring means for taking up the

slack in ‘said anchoring means after said se-

lective engagement:has been made..

12. The combination of a container and means:

for releasably securing the same t0 & railroad

anchoring means permanently connected to the

=t

‘flat-car having stake-pockets, comprising tension .-
10 .

container, means for engaging. both a stake-

pocket and said anchoring means, means on the
container for engaging said anchoring means, the

" engagement of said anchoring means with one

of the two other means being selective at a plu-
rality of spaced points along the anchoring means
to compensdte for variations in-the position of
the container relative to said stake-pocket, one
of said means including a wedge-shaped part for
sliding engagement with a portion of the anchor-

~ ing means for taking up the slack in $aid anchor-

ing means_after said selective engagement has

been made. . L
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