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To all whom it may eoncern:

Be it known that I, JorN W. HOorrMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cres-
ton, in the county Wayne and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and usefal Improve-
ments in Thread and Work Box, to be called
‘“*Novelty Thread and Work Box,”’ of which
the following is a description. _

My invention is an-improvement in work-
boxes; and it comnsists in certain novel con-
structions and combinations of parts, as will
be hereinafter deseribed, and pointed ont the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of my improvement secured
to a support. Tig. 2 is a perspective view. of
the box, the lid being raised and parts broken
out. Tig.3isa detail perspective view of the
tray; Fig. 4, a detail view of the clamp. Tig.
5 is a detail view of the lid-clamp; Fig. 6, a

detail view of the thread-cutter; and Fig. 7, a

detail view of a portion of the spool-support,
all of which will be described.

The box A is provided with a lid, B, hinged
at one edge, and provided at its opposite edge
with a latch-plate, C. One end of the plate C
is passed through and secured to the lid, and
its other endis fitbed to engage a pin, ¢, on
the box, by which construction the lid may be
easily secured and released. Through the
front of the box I form thread-passages D, and

adjacent these passages I secure the cutters T,

one in close proximity to each of the passages.
These cutters E are formed of plates of metal
having openings e, to receive a tag or card to
indicate the number or otherwise the quality
of the thread drawn through the adjacent pas-
sage. Iprovide these cutters with an edge, T,
and a binding portion, f, located between the
said edge and the passage B, by which means
the free end of the thread is held, as shownin
Fig. 2. By this construction, which simply
presses toward the box and on the thread, I
secure the latter, so it cannob slip back into
the box, and the several threads present a bet-
ter appearance than if loose.

‘Within the box I secure the spool-support
@G, formed of a strand of wire bent at Inter-
vals, forming the spool-spindles H, and the
connection I.  These connections rest on the
bottom of the box, and are secured thereto by

| staples 4, or other suitable expedients. I pre-

fer to bend the spool-support so that its end

wings will be at angles to its main wing, as
will be understood from Fig. 2, in order that
the holder will be self-supporting in the de-
sired position, and also in order that it may
more efficiently support the tray J, which rests
therson. The spindles H are formed with
arms %, which converge toward their upper
ends abt which they join, and such arms have
a tension apart when compressed. By this
tension the spools are held from revolving, ex-
cept by the positive draft onthe end of thread,
and the loosening and consequent entangle-
ment of threads in the box is prevented. As
the spools are revolved on the spindles, which
latter have a stronger tension at their lower
than their upper ends, they (the spools) nat-
urally have a tendency to rise, which is over:
come by astop placed above and in close prox-
imity to thespindles. Thisstop isin the pres-
ent instance the tray J, which is titted into the
top of the box and rests on the spindles. This
tray is adapted to support scissors, knitting-
needles, and the like, and may have a pin-
cushion and a thimble-socket, as shown.. The
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tray also may form a convenient receptacle for -

variousarticles used in sewing and faney worlk.

Tosecure the box toatable,sewing-machine,
or other suitable support, I provide the clamps
K, having an arm, %, journaled in the box, an
arm, %', projected at right angles from the
outer end of arm %, an arm, %%, depending from
the end of arm ¥, and an arm, ¥, projected
inwardly from the lower end of the depending
arm /%, and adapted to bind-against the under
edge of a table and secure the box thereto.

‘By means of the lateral or erank arm 1,
when the box is removed from the table, the
clamp adjustsflat against the under side of the
box, and presents practically no obstruction.
This adjustment against the bottem of the box
issecured by the free extremity of arm %* bear-
ing against the bottom of the box at a point
eccentric to the journal of arm 7.

‘What I claim as new is—

1. The combination of the support, astrand
of wire secured to the support.and bent at
intervals, forming a series of double-armed
spindles, and connections extended between

said spindles, and fastenings securing the con-
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nections to the sapport, said connections ‘be-
ing movable through the fastenings, whereby
the: spindles may expand: and contract, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. Inawork-box, the combination, with.the
casing having spool-supports and thread-pas-
sages, 'of. a number of thread-cutters, one ad-

Jacent.each of said passages; and having open-

ingsto receive tags, whereby to: indieate the
quality of thread carried through theadjacent
passage, substantially as set forth.

3. I'he Irerein-deseribed work:-box; compris-
ing:the box or casing having thread-passages,
spool-supporis secured in said box, a tray fit-

ted removably in the box above the spool-sup- |
ports, and entters-secured to.-the hox, one ad- |

*“jacent: each thread-passage, said cutters being
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provided with tag-openings and having a por-
tion between their eutting -edges -and. the
thread-passages, whereby to bind and securc
the thread to and against the. box, substan-
tially as set forth.

4. The combination’ of the support and a
strand. of wire: forming :a' spool-holder and
bent at intervals, forming aseries of spindles,
and connections extended between: said spin-
dles; ‘the said connections: being -arranged at
angles to: -each  other,: whereby . the spindles
will-be sustained in upright.position, substau-
tinlly as set forth.

JOHN W. TTOFEFMAN,

Witnesses:
C. AL STEBBINS,
WarnpeN WHEELER.



