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This invention relates to a cover for a rotary 
brush sweeper and more particularly to a cover 
for a rotary brush Sweeper, which is propelled 
by a tractor or similar vehicle, and has for its 
primary object to impound dirt or other foreign 
particles, so as to enable the sweeper to sweep 
the dirt, rubbish or other particles from the 
street and, at the same time, to collect the dirt 
and rubbish and convey it to a suitable depositing 
2Ole. 
Another object of this invention is to retain or 

confine, adjacent to the rotary brush, any dust 
currents which will be created by the rotating 
movement of the brush in contact with the sur 
face of a street, highway or the like. 
Another object of this invention is to enable 

a Sweeper, such as a street Sweeper or the like, to 
serve in a dual capacity, as a Sweeper and as a 
dirt rubbish collecting device, so that the dirt 
and rubbish "Swept up by the SWeeper is retained 
within a suitable cover or housing for the sweeper 
and is prevented from Seeping out to form 
Windrows, along the path of the sweeper. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

ineans whereby the cover overlying the Sweeper 2 
and retaining the dirt or rubbish therein, is lifted 
from engagement with the ground to allow the 
dirt or rubbish therein, to be freed and piled in 
a Suitable depositing area. 
A meritorious feature of this invention resides 3 

in the provision of a hood, overlying the upper 
portion of a rotary sweeper, with a flexible de 
pending skirt positioned in the front of the 
Sweeper and engaging the ground and a flexible 
Shield depending from one end of the hood to a 
point in engagement with the ground, so that 
with an open end of the hood positioned in a 
leading angle, the dirt or rubbish swept up by 
the Sweeper is impounded or retained within the 
hood and depending skirt. 
These and ancillary objects and other meri 

torious features are attained by this invention, 
a preferred embodiment of which is set forth 
in the following description and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure i is a perspective view of a tractor pro 
pelled rotary sweeper, illustrating a cover posi 
tioned over the rotary sweeper, the cover being 
constructed in accordance with the principles 
of this invention; 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of this invention; 
Figure 3 is a side elevational view, showing the 

side cover, secured at one end of the rotary 
Sweeper; 

Figure 4 is a front elevational view of the cover 
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2 
comprising air upper hood construction and a 
depending flexible skirt; 

Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view taken sub 
stantially on the plane of line 5-5 of Figure 4; 

Figure 8 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
Substantially on the plane of line 6-6 of Figure 3. 

Referring now more particularly to the draw 
ings, wherein. Sinila characters of reference 
designate corresponding parts throughout, and 
with particular reference to Figure 1 thereof, 
there is shown a tractor of conventional struc 
ture, in front of which is positioned, and pro 
pelled thereby, a rotary. Sweeper 12, with a cover 
f4 enclosing the sweeper, the cover 4 being 
constructed according to the principles of this 
invention. 
The cover 4 for the rotary sweeper comprises 

a hood 6, Semi-circular in Cross section and 
adapted to overlie the upper portion of the rotary 
SWeeper, Said hood having depending first and 
Second semi-circular sides 8, 8' disposed at 
closed and open ends of the cover 4, respec 
tively. 

Suitably Secured to the terminating portion of 
the front of the hood 6 is a flexible rectangular 
plate 20, or skirt, closing the front of the cover 
4 below the hood 6 and having one end in 
alignment with the open end of the cover, with 
the opposite end protruding or extending be 
yond the opposite closed end, as seen in Figure 1. 
of the drawings. The fiexible plate 20, of any 
Suitable material, such as leather belting or the 
like, is Secured at its upper edge between the 
lower front edge of the hood 6 and an attach 
ing bar 22 which is bolted through said plate to 
Said hood by bolts 25 having nuts 27 thereon. 
One end of the attaching bar 22 and one end of 
said plate 20 extend outwardly beyond the end 
8 of the hood 6 and the extending end of said 

plate 2) is attached to the extending end of said 
bar 22 by bolts 26’. 

Suitable means are provided to retain the flex 
ible plate 20 in vertical depending placement 
and to retain the same in ground engagement 
and preferably comprises a pair of weights of any 
Suitable kind, Such as, elongated bars 30 and 
32, which are secured on either side of the de 
pending edge of the flexible plate by means of 
conventional bolts 34 and nuts 36. 
Attached to the lower diametrically straight 

edge of the hood end 8 on the Outer surface 
thereof is a bar 38, with an upper edge of a flexi 
ble shield, 40, such as leather belting or the like, 
Secured between the bar 38 and the end 8, by 
conventional means, such as securing bolts and 
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nuts 42. The lower edge of the flexible shield 40 
extends angularly outwardly and terminates 
down Wardly in Secured placement by means of 
bolts 44 at the inner surface of a drag block 46. 
The drag block 46 may be composed of any Suit 
able material, such as Wood or the like, which is of 
a Substantial Weight, to retain the shield A) in de 
pending placement. Suitable means are pro 
Wided to yieldingly urge the drag block 46 in en 
gagement. With the Surface, Street or the like and 
comprises a pair of extending bracket blocks 48 
and 50, which protrude or extend outwardly of 
the Side bar 38, the parallel attaching arms of 
the blocks being suitably secured to the side bar. 
The shield 40 and drag block 46 together With 
end 8 of the hood 6 form the closed end of the 
cover 4. 
Secured to the Outer extended face of the 

blocks 48 and 50 by means of U-shaped bearing 
brackets 52 and 54, which are bolted to the block 
by means of bolts 56, are a pair of depending 
rods 58 and 60. The rods 58 and 60 are Suitably 
threaded at their extremities, with one end of 
the rods being secured through the U-shaped 
brackets and retained in Such Seatment by means 
of the cooperating locking nuts 62 which are 
seated on the U-shaped brackets 54 and 52 re 
spectively. The depending threaded ends of the 
rods 60 and 58 extend through suitable bores or 
openings vertically formed in the drag block 46, : 
with suitable notches or openings 64 being 
formed in the bottom portion of the drag block 
46 to house or accommodate locking nuts 66, 
which are threadedly received on the depending 
end of the rods. 
the rods 58 and 6 G between the U-shaped brack 
ets 54 and 52 and seated on washer and locking 
nut assemblies 68, Which are Seated on the upper 
surface of the drag block 46, are a pair of re 
silient coil springs 70 and 72, which serve to 
yieldingly urge the drag block 46 into ground 
engagement. 
Of course, an extending angle iron T4 is Se 

cured by means of bolts 6 to the lower face and 
inner side of the drag block 46 and serves to 
prevent wear and tear on the bottom of the drag 
block, which due to its weight and the urging 
of the springs 70 and 72 is maintained in con 
stant placement on the surface of the ground. 
Thus, it can be seen that when the Open end 

of the hood, which is not provided with any de 
pending ground engaging portion, is positioned 
so as to be forwardly placed relative to the drag 
block 46, and the brush is propelled or moved 
along the ground by the tractor or similar ve 
hicle O, the rotary brush i2 is suitably rotated 
and the dirt or other debris is swept up by the 
brush and suitably carried to the rearWardly 
situated and closed end 8 of the cover. It is to 
be apparent that the free end of the flexible 
front shield or plate 2 is suitably movable in 
and out of the hood While the opposite protrud 
ing end is retained in vertical placement by the 
abutment of the plate With the extending end 
of the drag block 46. As is conventional in 
sweepers of the type described, the brush rotates 
so that the ground engaging portion of the brush 
is moving relatively opposite to the ground. 
Thus, the dirt or debris which is moved by the 
rotary Sweeper 2 to the drag block side of the 
cover is retained or impounded within the cover 
4, by means of the side cover 40 in cooperation 

With the flexible front plate 20, which is rigidified 
at the extending end by the forward portion of 
the drag block. v 

Suitably carried or received on 3. 

0. 

5 

4. 
Thus, as the Sweeper is moved along on the 

ground by the tractor, the dirt or debris is re 
tained. Within the cover 4 and is prevented from 
trickling or noving out of the cover and forming 
WindroWS along the side of the path of travel of 
the tractor or propelling Vehicle. Suitable means 
may be provided for raising the cover 4 to re 
lease dirt and debris to form piles, but, Such 
means not being claimed herein has not been 
illustrated nor described. 

It is thus apparent that there is provided a 
cover for a rotary brush, which Will prevent the 
movement of dust currents up to the operator's 
position on the pushing vehicle and which will 
retain the dirt or debris, so as to later deposit 
the debris in a selected depositing locale. Also, 
it is to be noted that the flexible plate 20 and the 
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end shield & 0 and the attaching and contiguous 
components of each may be utilized in associ 
ation. With a conventional hood or shield for a 
rotary or other type brush or SWeeping attacn 
ment. 
Since many other purposes and objectives of 

this invention Will become apparent to thOSe 
skilled in the art, upon a perusal of the fore 
going description, in View of the accompanying 
drawings, it is to be understood that certain 
changes may be effected thereon, Without a de 
parture from the spirit of the invention and 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having described the invention, what 
claimed as new is: 

i. A dirt retaining cover for a rotary brush 
comprising a hood adapted to overlie the upper 
portion of the brush and having a front edge and 
ends, a semi-rigid skirt secured to the front edge 
of the hood and adapted to depend therefrom in 
advance of the brush and having One end ex 
tended beyond the hood, ground engaging means 
secured to the lower edge of the skirt, an out 
wardly bowed flexible shield secured to and de 
pending from one end of the hood, a drag 
lock secured to the lower edge of the shield 

and abutting at its forward end against the ex 
tended end of the skirt to prevent rearward 
movement of said end of the skirt, resilient 
ineans for yieldingly retaining the block in 
ground engageinent. 

2. A dirt retaining cover for a rotary brush 
comprising a hood adapted to embrace the upper 
portion of the brush and having a front edge and 
ends, a semi-rigid skirt secured to the front edge 
of the hood and adapted to depend therefrom 
in advance of the brush, one end of Said skirt 
being extended beyond one end of the hood, 
ground engaging means secured to the lower edge 
of the skirt, an outwardly bowed flexible shield 
secured to and depending from one end of the 
hood, a drag block secured to the lower edge of 
the shield and abutting at its for Ward end 
against the extended end of the skirt, Support 
ing rods extending from Said drag block, means 
on said end of the hood slidably mounting Said 
rods for upward movement relative to the hood, 
and resilient means concentrically disposed on 
Said rods for tensioning said rods against upward 
movement and yieldingly retaining said block in 
ground engagement. - 

3. A dirt retaining cover for a vehicle propelled 

is 

in rotary brush, Said brush being disposed in ad 
vance of the vehicle and inclined relative to the 
axis of the vehicle, comprising a hood adapted 
to Overlie the upper portion of the brush and 
having end Walls and a front edge adapted to 
embrace the upper portion of the ends of the 
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brush, a semi-rigid skirt Secured to the front edge 
of the hood and adapted to depend therefrom 
parallel with and in advance of the brush, ground 
engaging means carried by the lower edge of the 
skirt, one end of said skirt being extended be 
yond one of the end walls of the hood, a flexible 
shield secured to the lower edge of said last men 
tioned end wall, weight means secured to the 
lower edge of the shield, said last means abutting 
against the extended end of the skirt for pre 
venting rearward movement of the end and re 
silient means for yieldingly retaining said means 
in ground engagement. 

4. In combination with a vehicle propelled 
rotary brush, said brush being disposed in ad 
vance of the vehicle and inclined relative to the 
axis thereof, a dirt retaining cover for said brush 
comprising a hood overlying the upper portion 
of the brush and inclined in correspondence 
therewith and having depending end walls em 
bracing the upper portion of the ends of the 
brush, said hood having a front edge, a Semi 
rigid skirt secured to and depending from the 
front edge of the hood and disposed parallel with 
and in advance of the brush, one end of the skirt 
extending beyond the rearwardly directed end 
wall of the hood, ground engaging means carried 
by the lower edge of the skirt and disposed co 
extensive therewith, a flexible shield secured 
to the lower edge of the rearwardly directed end 
wall of the hood, a drag block Secured to Said 
shield, means for yieldingly urging said block in 
to engagement with the ground, said block 
having its forward end abutting against the ex 
tended end of the skirt to prevent rearward 
movement thereof. 

5. The combination of claim 4, wherein Said 
last named means includes a pair of vertically 

i) 

2) 

25 

3) 

reciprocable rods attached at their lower ends to 
the block, means carried by said rearwardly di 
rected end wall of the hood for supporting said 
rods, and Springs concentrically disposed about 
Said rods between the block and supporting 
heaS. 

6. The combination of claim 5, wherein said 
supporting means includes bracket members ex 
tending laterally from said rearwardly directed 
end wall of the hood and having vertical guide 
collars aligned with the block and adapted to 
slidably receive the rods. 
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