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A chemical mechanical polishing pad having an annular polishing track and a
concentric center O. The polishing pad includes a polishing layer having a plurality of pad
grooves formed therein. The polishing pad is designed for use with a carrier; e.g., a wafer
carrier, that includes a polishing Iing having a plurality of carrier grooves. Each of the
plurality of pad grooves has a carrier-compatiblé groove shape configured to enhance the

transport of a polishing medium beneath the carrier ring\on the leading edge of the carrier

ring during polishing.
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