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12 Cains. (C. 126-202) 
This invention relates generally to fireplace ensembles 

and more particularly to a fireplace hanging curtain 
Screen arrangement mountable inside a fireplace. 

Heretofore, fireplace ensembles comprising a curtain 
screen, a fireset, andirons have had the curtain screen 
thereof constructed in different ways. For example, cur 
tain firescreens have been constructed and encased in a 
rigid framework, freestanding and mountable before the 
fireplace externally thereof. These known screens are not 
constructed as knock-down assemblies and may have a 
very narrow bottom panel or fender fixed to the frame 
and made a part thereof so that andirons cannot be used 
therewith. Other curtain screens are constructed in a 
rigid frame in which a wide bottom panel or fender is 
fixed to the frame and made a part thereof and is pro 
vided with spaced apertures or openings for andirons so 
that these may be used therewith. 

Other types of curtain screens are constructed as inside 
mounted fireplace hanging curtain screens in which the 
curtain portion, mechanism and decorative cornice or top 
bar etc. is bolted or welded as a unit permanently to the 
fireplace or in which a pressure-bar is employed for sus 
pending the curtain portion, mechanism and a fixed perma 
nently integrated decorative cornice or outer top bar 
which is either constructed to fit inside or outside the fire 
place aperture. The pressure-bar is extensible axially and 
is mounted transversely on the upper part of the fireplace 
without any support except the pressure exerted by the 
pressure bar on opposite sidewalls of the fireplace. This 
type of construction has the screen extending down to 
the hearth as far as possible in which case andirons may 
not be used or must be fitted with special adapters per 
mitting their use. This type of screen is sometimes sup 
plied with a loose narrow bottom panel or fender, orna 
mented or plain, to close the small gap left at the bottom 
of the curtains and in this case andirons may not be used 
or must be fitted with special adapters permitting their 
1S6. 

All of the known constructions have various limitations 
and disadvantages thereto. With wear and long use in 
side hanging and outside mounted freestanding fireplace 
curtain screens must be entirely replaced or are not easy 
to remove or stow when not in use and if a change of 
ensemble appearance is desired, an entire new screen must 
be bought. Furthermore, the outside mounted freestand 
ing curtain screens are not completely effective as fire 
protection devices. Moreover, this type of curtain screen 
cannot be practically custom-made with mass production 
techniques. The inside mounted fireplace hanging cur 
tain screens permanently mounted or mounted by the use 
of upper transverse pressure bars, on the other hand, have 
limited use in that they cannot be employed with andirons 
or require that andirons be fitted with special adapters 
of elaborate construction. Moreover, they can not be 
used on all types of fireplaces, namely those fireplaces 
which have no sides to them. A particular disadvantage 
of the known inside mounted fireplace hanging curtain 
screens is that the pressure bar thereof is mounted trans 
versely in the upper part of the fireplace which is usually 
one of the hottest zones of the fireplace so that the bar 
is constantly subjected to thermal cycling and requires a 
continual but intermittent take-up adjustment. More 
over, the constant thermal cycling causes distortion and 
bowing of the pressure bar so that eventually a permanent 
sag is developed in the curtain screen so that it looks un 
sightly and does not efficiently carry out its fire protection 
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function since a space is left between the sag on the screen 
and the upper part of the fireplace and eventually the 
whole screen must be replaced. 
A principal object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and novel inside mounted fireplace hanging cur 
tain Screen arrangement which can be readily mass-pro 
duced for custom use and which can readily be used in 
conjunction with andirons without any adaptation. 
A feature of the invention is the provision of an inside 

mounted fireplace hanging curtain screen supported on 
a pair of upstanding, spaced apart, support members 
adjustable longitudinally for exerting a pressure between 
the top of the fireplace and the hearth thereof for posi 
tively maintaining the upstanding support members in an 
upstanding position. A transverse member which can be 
constructed as a heat and fire shield is connected as a 
transverse support member between the spaced apart up 
standing support members for supporting a curtain screen 
for travel thereon. The curtain screen is constructed as 
a flexible curtain which does not extend to the hearth 
and is sufficiently spaced from the hearth to allow a plu 
rality of andirons to be mounted in position without the 
use of adapters. A bottom fender removably mounted 
is disposed covering the space between the hearth and the 
lower edge portion of the curtain. The fender is pro 
vided with openings for permitting the use of and irons. 
Another feature of the inside mounted fireplace hanging 

curtain screen is that the upstanding adjustable, support 
members are disposed when in use adjacent the inside side 
walls of the fireplace. Thus they are disposed in sub 
stantially the coolest zones of the fireplace and are not 
subjected to the heat cycling that the known pressure bars 
are subjected so that the need for constant adjustment is 
eliminated and the transverse support member is free of 
sagging so that the effectiveness and life of the screen are 
greatly improved. 

Still another feature is that with this type of construction 
the transverse member or shield is constructed independ 
ently of the cornice or decorative top bar, which can be 
removed easily, changed or replaced entirely without af 
fecting the operation of the screen itself. 

Other features and advantages of the inside mounted 
fireplace curtain screen in accordance with the present in 
vention will be better understood as described in the fol 
lowing specification and appended claims, in conjunction 
with the following drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevation view of an inside mounted 

fireplace hanging curtain screen arrangement according to 
the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an elevation view of the screen illustrated in 

FIG. 1 viewed from internally of the fireplace; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along lines 3-3 of 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a section view taken along section lines 4-4 

of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of a heat and 

fire shield with the arrangement in FIG. 1 with a dec 
orative cover thereon; 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a heat and 
fire shield with a canopy mounted thereon; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of another canopy arrange 
ment according to the invention; 
FIGS. 8 and 9 are fragmentary views of another canopy 

construction according to the invention; 
FIG. 10 is a fragmentary perspective view of a fender 

according to the invention; and 
FIG. 11 is a fragmentary view of another fender ac 

cording to the invention. 
According to the drawing, the invention comprises an 

inside mounted fireplace hanging curtain screen compris 
ing two halves of sections 2, 3 made, for example, of a 
flexible metallic mesh. The firescreen is of the draw cur 
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tain screen type operated by a pull chain or cable. It 
being understood that although the curtain is illustrated 
as two sections, it can be constructed as a single section, 
or may be operated manually without pull chain or cable. 
The screen is supported for movement or travel on a 

support strip 5 extending transversely of the fireplace 
adjacent the top, for example a lintel 7, of the fireplace. 
Preferably the metallic strip is constructed of a sufficient 
width to extend downwardly from the underside of the 
lintel 7 to function as a heat and fire shield. The trans 
verse member 5 is supported by a pair of upstanding, 
spaced apart, support members 9, 10 constructed for 
variably, adjustably setting the horizontal position and 
vertical height of the transverse member 5 and are 
mounted inside the fireplace adjacent the sidewalls there 
of as illustrated in FIG. 2. 

10 
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The support members are similarly constructed and 
are constructed to exert a pressure between the under 
side of the lintel 7 and the hearth 13 of the fireplace 
for holding themselves upstanding and in fixed positions 
when mounted in position thereby holding the trans 
verse member 5 rigidly in position supporting the hanging 
curtain in a fixed condition. 

In order to provide for axial extension of the sup 
port members 9, 10 and variably setting the axial extension 
of the Support members 9, 10, so that they can be con 
structed to fit a substantially wide range of fireplaces 
having different heights, each side support member com 
prises an upper, tubular part 14 internally of which is 
mounted a fixed cap or bushing 16 attached to a bracket 
17 secured to a backside of the transverse member 5. 
The tubular member 14 can be secured to the bracket, 
for example, by welding, brazing, soldering and the like. 
Moreover, the member 14 can be constructed to fit snugly 
over the bushing 16 with a press fit so that it is always 
constantly supported in operation in a depending condi 
tion without being secured to the bracket 7, as illustrated 
in FIGS. 2 and 3. 

Internally of the upper, tubular part 14 is mounted a 
second or lower tubular part 19 mounted coaxially with 
the upper tubular member and having an upper end 
seated on the underside 20 of the bushing 16 for rotation 
thereon. A lower end of the lower tubular member is 
provided with an internally threaded cap or bushing 22 
in which is disposed a threaded screw 24 to which is 
pivotally secured a foot 26 as hereinafter described. 
The foot 26 is made, for example, from a single piece 

having downwardly extending flanges 27 provided with 
serrations 28 for engaging the hearth 13 of the fire 
place. A portion of the strip from which the foot 26 is 
made is constructed as two vertically upstanding spaced 
apart supports on which is mounted a pivot pin 30 pivotal 
ly mounting the screw 24. The axial adjustment or length 
of the individual support members 9, 10 is adjusted and 
set by rotating the respective inner tubular member 19 
thereof manually to cause the screw thereof to make the 
assembly function in the manner of a jack. 
The upper end of each of the support members is pro 

vided with means for making preliminary and fine ad 
justment of the horizontal position of the transverse mem 
ber 5 comprising a threaded screw 33 adjustable axially 
and engageable with the underside surface of the lintel 
7 or the top surface of the fireplace if a lintel is not 
provided. It will be understood that each of the sup 
port members is similarly constructed and similarly se 
cured to the transverse member 5. 

In order to suspend the two screen halves or sections 
2, 3, the transverse member 5 is provided with the 
bracket 17 as indicated heretofore and another support 
bracket 35 on which are secured a pair of bent brackets 
36, 37 and intermediate of which is mounted another 
bracket 38, to which are secured depending brackets 39, 
40 on which are mounted support rods, 42, 43 extend 
ing respectively between the brackets 39, 40 and the 
outer brackets 36, 37. 
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4. 
The two screen halves 2, 3 are mounted on a plurality 

of rings 44 for axial travel on respective support rods 
42, 43. The pull chain 4 is mounted on a pulley 49 and 
has a lower run 4a and an upper run 4b extending over 
a pair of pulleys 50, 51 secured, for example, with brackets 
53, 54 on the backside of the heat and firescreen mem 
ber 5. The screen has some of the support rings se 
cured to the pull chain or cable if such is provided in 
known manner to respective spans or runs of the pull 
chain so that the screen can be pulled to a closed con 
dition as illustrated in FIG. 1 and to an opened con 
dition or position selectively in known manner. 
The curtain screen is of flexible metallic mesh having 

a length such that it does not reach to the hearth 13. An 
underside edge 56 is spaced apart from the hearth 13 a 
sufficient height to allow andirons 60, 61 to fit in the 
space beneath the lower edge 56 of the curtain screen 
Without the use of any special adapters. 

In order to provide for a safe condition, a fender 63 
is provided extending across the fireplace. The fender 
is provided with openings 65, 66 through which the 
andirons 60, 61 extend. The fender is constructed of a 
suitable material, for example metal, with any desired 
decorations 68 and decorative trim 69 constructed, for 
example, as a U-shaped strip with decorative buttonhead 
staking 70, 71 fixing the strips in position. For example, 
the fender may be constructed of one color of metal 
and the trim of a brass or gold colored trim. The fender 
is constructed with a top flange 73 and a lower flange 
75. Preferably the flanges do not extend the full length 
of the fender so that the outermost end marginal edge 
portions 78, 79 are substantially flush with the outer 
marginal edge face portions of the front surfaces of the 
side walls of the fireplace. The fender is held in an up 
standing position by one or more back feet 81 having a 
weight 82 and a resilient projection 84 and a resilient 
flange 86 configured to engage within the flange 75 and 
underneath the flange 73 respectively as illustrated so 
that the back foot can be snapped into position and 
readily removed. 
FIG. 10 illustrates another type of back foot construc 

tion comprising simply an L-shaped member 92 removably 
secured by a threaded screw 93 mounting the brace on 
the flange 9 of a fender 97. Those skilled in the art 
will recognize that supports or back feet for fenders are 
well known in the art and may be constructed for move 
ment to a position as illustrated in FIG. 10 holding the 
fender 97 in an upstanding and fixed position can be 
constructed to be pivotally mounted, not shown, for po 
sitioning in alignment or longitudinally of the fender 
in known manner. 

Another embodiment of a fender 94 according to the 
invention is illustrated fragmentarily in FIG. 11. In 
this construction the fender is provided a front foot 95 
and a similar foot is provided on an opposite end por 
tion, not shown. The fender 94 is constructed as here 
tofore described with respect to the other embodiments 
with a bottom flange 96 and a top flange 98 neither of 
which extends the full length of the fender so that the 
fender has opposite end marginal edge portions 99 for 
mounting the fender substantially parallel to the front 
or face surfaces of the side walls of the fireplace. 
The inside mounted fireplace hanging curtain screen 

according to the invention is constructed so that cer 
tain parts thereof can be constructed as standardized items 
and used to construct standard size screens or custom 
built screens as desired. Those skilled in the art will 
understand that the upstanding support members 9, 10 
can be constructed in a range of sizes and a given size 
will be usable in a relatively large number of fireplaces 
having different heights. The sole member that need be 
made to a specific dimension is the heat and fire shield 
5. The curtains 2, 3 of course, are constructed to di 
mensions suitable to the particular fireplace and so is 
the fender to be used in conjunction therewith. 
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Another feature of the present invention is the provi 
sion for using the component parts already described as 
a basis for a multiplicity of decorative combinations. 
For example, the parts described heretofore can be con 
structed with a black metallic finish or combinations of 
black and solid brass, or polished solid brass. The Sup 
port members can be constructed with a black finish along 
with the screen and then a plurality of fenders can be 
provided in an ensemble so that one combination or 
ensemble is used for winter use and another either of the 
same or of a different finish can be used for summer use 
or in the event of a change in the decor of the room in 
which the fireplace is situated. Thus rather than having 
to buy a complete new screen the ensemble can be made 
to fit the situation by a simple change of fenders and/or 
top cornice and, in fact several ensembles are possible with 
one mechanism and different fenders and tops such as 
hoods or canopies. 

Moreover, in order to provide for a multiplicity of 
decorative combinations within a given ensemble or to 
provide for different types of ensembles using as a basis 
the parts heretofore described, the invention provides for 
a plurality of decorative top cornices, hoods or canopies 
as hereinafter described. 

In the drawing, FIGS. 5-9 inclusive, alike reference 
numerals are used with respect to alike parts in order 
to correlate the various combinations possible according 
to the invention. As indicated heretofore, the arrange 
ment according to the invention comprises a transverse 
member 5 which can function as a heat and fire shield. 
Although this member can be made of narrow width, to 
simply support the pull chain and support rods for the 
screen, the transverse member is preferably a metal strip 
member having a width, for example, in the order to two 
inches to function as a heat and fire shield. This strip 
is provided with a plurality, for example, two threaded 
holes through which extend threaded screws 100 project 
ing in a direction forwardly of the transverse member and 
on which are threaded wing nuts 102 for removably secur 
ing a given type of canopy thereon. Moreover, the wing 
nuts may be removed and the screws 100 retracted to the 
position illustrated in FIG. 5 so that a cover member 105 
may be slipped over longitudinally over the end of the 
member 5 since it extends slightly forwardly of the face 
of the fireplace. The cover member 105 is preferably 
constructed as a finished cover providing a decorative 
trim over the front face heat and fire shield 5. The cover 
is provided with flanges 106, 107 which hold the cover 
in position covering the face of the heat and fire shield. 
As indicated heretofore, the invention provides for the 

use of decorative top cornices extending forwardly, out 
wardly of the fireplace as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3. 
The various arrangements are shown in FIGS. 5-9 inclu 
sive. In order to provide for this type of arrangement, in 
one embodiment of a top cornice a hanger or bracket 110 
comprising a flat strip having notches along an underside 
edge 111 thereof for receiving the spaced threaded screws 
100 is provided. A finished canopy 112 is secured to this 
hanger with finished rivets 113. The canopy 112 is easily 
mounted on the transverse member 5 by simply backing 
off the wing nuts 102 and suspending the hanger 110 in 
position holding the canopy 112 in position and if desired 
taking up on the wing nuts. 
The invention provides for the use of a different type 

of hanger comprising an angle iron 115 provided with 
axially spaced notches on the under edge 116 thereof for 
receiving the supporting screws 100. Secured to this type 
of configuration is a finished L-shaped hood 119 having 
a front face portion 120 defining a space 121 between the 
transverse member 5 providing access for adjustably tak 
ing up or backing off the wing nuts 102. As illustrated 
in FIG. 7, this type of construction can also be con 
structed as shown in phantom where a hood 125 extends 
or flares outwardly in the usual hood-like configuration. 
In both of these embodiments the top cornice has a finish 
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6 
and is secured, for example, with bottonhead decorative 
rivets 126 securing it to the hanger bracket 15. 
The same type of angle bracket 115 can be used in the 

construction illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9 for a decorative 
canopy in which the bracket or hanger 115 is suspended 
on the heat and fire shield 5 in an easily removable and 
remountable condition as heretofore described. In this 
type construction a center section 129, also viewable in 
FIG. 1, of the canopy can be constructed to any suitable 
length in accordance with the dimensions of the fireplace 
which the canopy is to be used. The corners of the 
canopy in the embodiment of FIG. 8 are constructed as 
a left-hand corner 130 and a right-hand corner 31. 
It can be seen that these corners can be manufactured by 
mass-production techniques and are assemblable with the 
center section as hereinafter described. 
The individual corners have a raised deformation 135, 

136 respectively defining a recess of sufficient depth so 
that when the member 129 is mounted thereon the outer 
most edges of the intermediate member 29 abut against 
an underside edge 137 of the deformation. The raised de 
formations appear substantially like a pair of decorative 
straps when the intermediate member is secured to the 
corners with decorative or finished rivets 14. 
The type of top cornice illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 8 

can likewise be constructed by having deformation defin 
ing as shown in FIG. 9 in which a corner 43 is provided 
with a recess 144 so that an outermost edge 146 of an 
intermediate member 129 abuts against a depression edge 
147 so that the canopy is made to appear like a continu 
ous formed member. It being understood that the pre 
ferred embodiment of this configuration of canopy is illus 
trated in FIG. 8. Those skilled in the art will readily 
recognize that constructing the top cornice as a multi-part 
assembly in the manner illustrated provides a construc 
tion permitting mass-production of the corners and the 
Stock from which individual member 29 are made in 
any length and then cut to any desired length for custom 
built screens according to the invention. 
The ease of mounting the various type of canopies pro 

vides for replacement of the canopy and the fender or 
both to provide Substantially a new look to the screen ar 
rangement according to the invention without need of 
buying the other component parts as is generally the case, 
for example, in the known screens. 
While preferred embodiments of the invention have 

been shown and described, it will be understood that many 
modifications and changes can be made within the true 
Spirit and scope of the invention. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. In combination, an inside mounted fireplace hang 

ing curtain Screen, a pair of elongated, spaced apart, axial 
ly extendable support members mountable internally of a 
fireplace on a hearth thereof in an upstanding position and 
exerting pressure on an underside of the top of the fire 
place, a transverse member connected to said support 
members in and spanning a space between said upstand 
ing members for supporting said curtain screen and dis 
posed in use adjacent a front top face portion of the fire 
place, each of said support members comprising, an elon 
gated rotatable part, means on each rotatable part relative 
to which said rotatable part is rotatable having a surface 
engageable with said underside of the top of said fireplace, 
a threaded screw disposed as a variable extension on each 
of said support members for variably increasing and de 
creasing the overall axial length of the respective support 
member in response to rotation of said rotatable part in 
opposite directions relative to a longitudinal axis of the 
respective support member while mounted in said fire 
place thereby to increase and decrease the overall axial 
length of said respective support member and to vary 
pressure applied by each respective support member to 
said underside of the top and the hearth of said fireplace 
for holding said Support members in upstanding position 
mounted inside said fireplace, and said screen comprising 
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a flexible draw curtain screen mounted for movement 
relative to said transverse member. 

2. In combination according to claim , in which said 
hanging curtain has a lower edge spaced from said hearth 
thereby defining a space between the hearth and the cur 
tain, and a fender mountable transversely of said fireplace 
in a removable condition closing said space. 

3. In a combination according to claim 2, in which said 
fender has axially spaced apertures for receiving andirons 
therein, and said curtain having a length to allow said 
andirons to extend between the curtain and the hearth. 

4. In a combination according to claim 1, in which said 
transverse member comprises a strip having an axial length 
substantially the width of said fireplace and a given width 
sufficient for said transverse member to function as a heat 
and fire shield across the top of said fireplace. 

5. In a combination according to claim 1, in which said 
support members each comprise means for each support 
member defining a foot for resting on said hearth. 

6. In a combination according to claim 5, including 
means pivotally connecting said screw to said foot. 

7. In a combination according to claim , in which said 
transverse member comprises a strip of material disposed 
parallel to the face of said fireplace and of sufficient width 
to function as a heat and fire shield. 

8. In a combination according to claim , further com 
prising a decorative cover removably mounted on said 
transverse member. 

9. In a combination according to claim 1, further com 
prising a canopy detachably mounted on said transverse 
member. 

10. In a combination according to claim , in which 
said curtain comprises a flexible mesh and has a length 
less than the length of said support members when dis 
posed supporting said screen thereby defining a space be 
tween a lowermost edge of the screen and said hearth 
to provide for andirons having a portion disposed be 
tween the hearth and the underside edge of said screen, 
and a fender having an axial length at least as long as 
the width across the front of said fireplace and position 
able to cooperate with said screen for closing said space 
between the screen and the hearth, and said fender having 
axially spaced openings for receiving the andiron portions 
extending through said space. 

11. In combination, an inside mounted fireplace hang 
ing curtain screen, a pair of elongated, spaced apart, axial 
ly extendable support members mountable internally of a 
fireplace on a hearth thereof in an upstanding position 
and exerting pressure on an underside of the top of the 
fireplace, a transverse member connected to said Support 
members in use and spanning a space between said up 
standing members for supporting said curtain screen and 
disposed in use adjacent a front top face portion of the 
fireplace, each of said Support members comprising, an 
elongated rotatable part, means on each rotatable part 
relative to which said rotatable part is rotatable having a 
surface engageable with said underside of the top of said 
fireplace, a threaded screw disposed as a variable extension 
on said rotatable part of each of said support members 
for variably increasing and decreasing the axial length 
of the respective support member in response to rotation 
of said rotatable part in opposite directions relative to 
a longitudinal axis of the respective support member while 
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mounted in said fireplace thereby to increase and decrease 
the axial length of said respective support member and to 
vary said pressure applied by each respective support mem 
ber to said underside of said top and the hearth of said 
fireplace for holding said support members in upstanding 
position mounted inside said fireplace, said means on each 
support member having a surface engageable with said 
underside of said top comprising another screw manually 
adjustable for axially extending the overall length of a 
respective support member before mounting each support 
member internally of said fireplace, and said screen com 
prising a flexible draw curtain screen mounted for move 
ment relative to said transverse member. 

12. In combination, an inside mounted fireplace hang 
ing curtain screen, a pair of elongated, spaced apart, axial 
ly extending support members mountable internally of a 
fireplace on a hearth thereof in an upstanding position 
and exerting pressure on an underside of the top of the 
fireplace, a transverse member connected to said support 
members in use and spanning a space between said up 
standing members for supporting said curtain screen and 
disposed in use adjacent a front top face portion of the 
fireplace, each of said support members comprising, an 
elongated rotatable part, means on each rotatable part 
relative to which said rotatable part is rotatable having 
a surface engageable with said underside of the top of said 
fireplace, a threaded means disposed to effect variable ex 
tension of each support member independently for vari 
ably increasing and decreasing the axial length of the 
respective support member in response to rotation of said 
rotatable part in opposite directions relative to a longitu 
dinal axis of the respective support member while 
mounted in Said fireplace thereby to increase and decrease 
the axial length of said respective support member and 
to vary said pressure applied by each respective support 
member to said underside of said top and the hearth of 
said fireplace for holding said support members in up 
standing position mounted inside said fireplace, and said 
screen comprising a flexible draw curtain screen mounted 
for movement relative to said transverse member. 
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