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IMPROVEMENT IN CARRIAGE-BODIES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 111,491, dated January 31, 1871,

To all whom it may convern:

Be it known that I, CHAUNCEY THOMAS, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Carriage-Bodies; and I dohereby de-
clare that the following, taken in connection
with the drawing which accompanies and forms
part of this specification, is a deseription of
my invention sufficient to enable those skilled
in the art to practice it.

My invention relates particularly to the pro-
duction of ornamentally-designed sleigh and
carriage bodies from sheet metal, the construc-
tion being, however, also valuable and im-
portant as a means of producing a body of
great strength and endurance.

The improvement has particularreference to
whatareknownas ‘‘shell-pattern’’ bodies, but
is applicable to the formation of various other
~ shapes. Forsmall vehicles—liketoy carriages

and carriages for children—I prefer to use one
plate, the body formed from which shall be
free from joints or seams; but for horse-car-
riages several plates may be used in the for-
mation of the body.

The invention consists in a carriage-body
the sides of which are formed into shape by
bending or corrugating the metal—that is to
say, the sides are not formed of corrugated
metal plates brought toshape after having been
corrugated, but the plates are corrugated into
the permanent form they are to possess..

The drawing represents a carriage-body em-
bodying my, invention.

A shows a sectional elevation of the body.
Bis a plan of it. . a denofes the bottom, b b
the oppositesides, ¢ the back, and dthe front,
of the body. These sides, bottom, back, and
front are shown as formed in one unbroken
piece of metal, the bottom ¢ preferably re-
taining its flat shape (or the normal shape of
the body-forming metal plate) and the other

parts being bent into shape, and such bend- |

ing into shape being effected by corrugating
the respective parts directly to their ultimate
form-——that is to say, the superficial contrac-
tions required to be given to the metal plate
to bring the sides into the box or hollowing
form are distributed throughout the upturned
sides by uniform transverse bends, made by
forming radial depressions at the eurved parts
of the body and perpendicular or nearly per-
pendicular depressions where the sides are
nearly straight, the sides being upturned by
and in the corrugating process. With proper
tools these corrugations are readily produced
in such manner as to effect the desired shape
without any other treatment of the metal
plates, and the bodyso produced is very strong,
able to withstand shocks and blows without
material injury, and is exceedingly shapely
and ornamental.

Aroundthe top thebody may besurmounted
by a suitable cap-piece or bead, f, and to ob-
viate the necessity of undue width in said bead
the projecting parts of the corrugations at the
top of the body mayhave repressions g, bring-
ing the metal edge into anarrow space, so that
it can enter a comparatively narrow groove,
h, in the under side of the cap-piece f.

I claim—

1. A carriage-body formed of one sheet of
metal, and in which the sides are bent into
shape without cutting the metal, substantially
as described.

2. A carriage-body having its sides corru-
gated into form substantially as shown and
described.

3. Inacarriage-body with corrugated sides,
the repressions at the top of the sides to re-
ceive the cap-piece.
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