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(57) Abstract: Data related to an event is provided to a group of contacts while the event is occurring via an event user interface
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provides the event data to each contact of the group for review via an event user interface that is persistently displayed on a
telecommunication or other computing device associated with the contact for the contact's easy and immediate reference during
the event. When the event ultimately concludes, display of the event user interface ceases as the group of contacts likely no longer
needs immediate or ready reference to the event.
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PROVIDING EVENT DATA TO A GROUP OF CONTACTS

BACKGROUND

[0001] Generally described, telecommunications devices and communication
networks facilitate the collection and exchange of information. Utilizing a communication
network and relevant communication protocols, a telecommunications device can engage in
audio and/or data communications (such as voice calls, video calls, text messages (e.g.,
SMS), multimedia messages (e.g., MMS), content streaming, instant messaging, Web
surfing, and the like) with telecommunications devices.

[0002] To facilitate communications, telecommunications devices can be
associated with software and hardware components that allow the telecommunications device
to maintain contact information, such as telephone numbers, email addresses, messaging
addresses, etc., maintain personal information, such as task lists, calendars, etc. and send
messages utilizing the contact information via available communication channels.

[0003] Given the prevalence of telecommunications devices in an increasingly
mobile society, many users utilize their telecommunications devices to organize events and
communicate with each other during the event, e.g., through voice calls, instant messaging,
etc. Although users can communicate with each other during an event in this manner, it may
still be difficult for users to coordinate activities, interests, meeting times/locations, etc.
'during the event, especially if the event is of any appreciable duration, the event is spread out
over a geographic area, and/or there is a critical mass of users participating in the event. For
example, a family visiting an amusement park may decide to separate and visit different
attractions or other points of interest. While they may call each other on their respective
mobile phones to coordinate, for example, where to meet again or give a recommendation for
an attraction, such coordination typically requires multiple and perhaps time consuming calls
and/or messages, forwarding of messages to others family members at the park, etc. This
may institute delays, result in miscommunication, etc. Moreover, such haphazard event
coordination does not lend itself to social network environments in which users are

accustomed to communicating and interacting in real-time on a group or community basis.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advantages of the present
disclosure will become more readily appreciated as the same become better understood by
reference to the following detailed description, when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

[0005] FIGURE1 is a block diagram illustrating a telecommunications
environment in which a group of contacts utilize telecommunications and other computing
devices to provide one another with event data during the occurrence an event;

[0006] FIGURE2 1is a block diagram illustrating components of a
telecommunications device for use in providing and receiving event data during the event;

[0007] FIGURE 3 is a block diagram of the telecommunications environment of
FIGURE 1 depicting an illustrative embodiment for publishing event data to the group of
contacts;

[0008] FIGURE 4 is a flow diagram of an illustrative method of publishing event
data to the group of contacts;

[0009] FIGURES 5A-C are illustrative user interfaces generated on a
telecommunications or other computing device for enabling a user to request event
coordination among a group of contacts; |

[0010] FIGURE6 is an illustrative wuser interface generated on a
telecommunications device for displaying to a receiving contact data related to the event
being coordinated,;

[0011] FIGURE 7 is a block diagram of the telecommunications environment of
FIGURE 1 depicting an illustrative embodiment for publishing updated event data to the
group of contacts;

[0012] FIGURE 8 is a flow diagram of an illustrative method for publishing
updated event data to the group of contacts;

[0013] FIGURES 9A and 9B are illustrative user interfaces generated on a
telecommunications or other computing device for enabling a receiving contact to contribute

to coordination of the event;
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[0014] FIGURE 10 is an illustrative user interface generated on a
telecommunications or other computing device for displaying updated event data to a
receiving contact; and

[0015] FIGURE 11 is an illustrative user interface generated on a
telecommunications or other device for displaying a minimized graphical representation of
the event data.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] Generally described, aspects of the present disclosure relate to providing
data related to an event to a group of contacts while the event is occurring via an event user
interface that enables the group of contacts to coordinate with one another during the event.
In this regard, an event coordination service is described in one embodiment that receives a
request from a user of a telecommunication device (e.g., a mobile telephone) or other
computing to coordinate an event for a group of contacts. In one embodiment, the event user
interface generated by the event coordination service is persistently displayed on the
telecommunication or other computing device associated with each contact for the contact’s
easy and immediate reference during the event. The event user interface may include, but not
be limited to, a map indicating points of interest for the event and/or indicating the locations
of the contacts in the group, recommendations and other information for points of interest for
the event, controls for initiating communication with other contacts of the group, etc. In one
embodiment, such a persistently displayed user interface takes the form of a “top-of-the-
device” or “top-level” user interface or display, as it (a portion thereof, or a minimized
representation thereof) is displayed on top or within a home page or idle screen of the device,
as the front or start screen (below or behind which other user interfaces appear or are
cascaded), in an area of prominence on such a home, idle, front or start screen, etc. The event
user interface is thus substantially continuously displayed on the device until some other
action is taken by the contact, e.g., the contact navigates to another user interface, the contact
initiates a voice call, etc. However, upon completion of the action, the event user interface
reappears on “top-of-the device” for ready reference by the contact.

[0017] During the course of the event, the group of contacts may find the need to

coordinate activities, interests, meeting times/locations, and the like during the event,
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especially if the event is of any appreciable duration, the event is spread out over a
geographic area, and/or there is a critical mass of contacts participating in the event. For
example, a group of contacts, such as a family, visiting an amusement park may decide to
separate and visit different attractions or other points of interest. Accordingly, a contact of
the group may refer to the “top-of-the-device” event user interface generated on her mobile
phone to immediately discern where the remaining contacts of the group are located, e.g.,
from a map included in the event user interface. The contact can initiate a communication
(e.g., an electronic message, voice call etc.) with the other contacts of the group suggesting
that the group meet at a point of interest on the map that is in close proximity to the group, is
highly recommended, is of particular interest, etc. The contact can also request and/or
provide additional data related to the event that may be of interest, for example, restaurant
reviews, attraction prices, location information, images, videos, etc. In this manner, a group
of contacts can collaboratively coordinate the event and share event data in real-time or near
real-time while the event is occurring. Since such event data is presented to the group of
contacts in a “top-of-the-device” event user interface, contacts have easy and immediate
access to the data, and thus can be regularly informed of event updates during the event.
When the event ultimately concludes, display of the event user interface ceases (at least at the
“top-of-the-device™) in some embodiments, as the group of contacts likely no longer needs
immediate or ready reference to the event data.

[0018] Although aspects of the present disclosure will be described with regard to
an illustrative telecommunications environment and component interactions,
telecommunications protocols, flow diagrams and user interfaces, one skilled in the relevant
art will appreciate that the disclosed embodiments are illustrative in nature and should not be
construed as limiting. Specifically, although the term telecommunications device is used in
this document, the term represents any type of device having a component for communicating
with one or more other devices via one or more communication paths. Such communication
paths can include wireless communication paths (via infra-red, RF, optical, terrestrial, or
satellite communication media) and wired communication paths.

[0019] With reference now to FIGURE 1, a block diagram illustrative of a

telecommunications environment 100 will be described in which a wuser of a
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telecommunications or other device may provide data related to an event to a group of
contacts while the event is occurring and in which the group of contacts is enable to
coordinate with one another during the event. A contact may correspond to an individual
person, an identifier associated with a person (such as a telephone number), a group of
people, an identifier associated with a group of people, and the like. The telecommunications
environment 100 can include an event coordination service 102. As described above, the
event coordination service 102 may receive a request to coordinate an event from a contact of
a group utilizing a telecommunications or other computing device and then provide data
related to the event to each contact of the group for the contact’s easy and immediate
reference during the event. In one embodiment, event records including data related to each
event (e.g., an event descriptor, a start date/time, and end date/time, a location, etc.) for which
an event user interface is to be generated are stored in an event record data store 110
accessible by the event coordination service 102. An event record may include any data
related to the event obtained from the originating contact or any other contacts of the group
participating in the event, as well as any location or other supplemental data obtained by the
event coordination service 102 from other sources, such as network data sources 120. Such
network data sources may include web sites, recommendations services, content providing
services, location based services, social network services, telecommunications services,
message publication services, etc. While the event record data store 110 is depicted in
FIGURE 1 as being local to the event coordination service 102, those skilled in the art will
appreciate that the event record data storel10 may be remote to the event coordination
service 102 and/or may be a network based service itself.

[0020] While the event coordination service 102 is depicted in FIGURE 1 as
implemented by a single computing device in the telecommunications environment 100, this
is illustrative only. The event coordination service 102 may be embodied in a plurality of
computing devices, each executing an instance of the event coordination service. A server or
other computing device implementing the event coordination service 102 may include
memory, processing unit(s), and computer readable medium drive(s), all of which may
communicate with one another by way of a communication bus. A network interface may

provide connectivity over the network 118 and/or other networks or computer systems. The
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processing unit(s) may communicate to and from memory containing program instructions
that the processing unit(s) executes in order to operate the event coordination service 102.
The memory generally includes RAM, ROM, and/or other persistent and auxiliary memory.

[0021] As illustrated in FIGURE 1, the event coordination service 102 can
include an external data source interface component 104 for obtaining external information
from network data sources 120, such as location data for the event or the contacts of the
group, and other supplemental data for the event (e.g., an image of the event location; a map
to the event location; reviews for the event or event location; recommendations for related
events, services, products, activities, and other locations; etc.). The event coordination
service 102 can also include a device interface component 106 for obtaining device
information from the telecommunications or other computing devices associated with the
contacts of the group (e.g., location data for a contact’s telecommunications device, an IP
address for a contact’s home computing device, etc.). The event coordination service 102 can
further include an event coordination component 108 for processing the obtained data, as
well as the requests for event coordination and event updates so as to facilitate coordination
of an event by the group of contacts.

[0022] One skilled in the relevant art will appreciate that the event coordination
service 102 may correspond to a number of computer devices, such as server computing
devices. Additionally, the external data source interface component 104, device interface
component 106, and event coordination component 108 may be implemented in a single
computing device or across multiple computing devices. One skilled in the relevant art will
also appreciate that the event coordination service 102 may include any one of a number of
additional hardware and software components that would be utilized in the illustrative
computerized network environment to carry out the illustrative functions of the service 102
and/or any of the individually identified components.

[0023] With continued reference to FIGURE 1, the telecommunications
environment 100 can include a number of telecommunications devices 112a, 112b or other
computing devices 122, each associated with a contact. As will be described in more detail
below, a contact of a group may request event coordination from the event coordination

service 102 or submit an event contribution to the event coordination service 102 using a
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telecommunications device 112a, 112b or other computing device 122. In an illustrative
embodiment, the computing device 122 can include various hardware and/or software
components, such as a browser software application or another software application, for
requesting or receiving event notifications. The telecommunications devices 112a, 112b and
other computing devices 122 can correspond to a wide variety of devices or components that
are capable of initiating, receiving or facilitating communications over a communication
network including, but not limited to, personal computing devices, electronic book readers
(e.g., e-book readers), hand held computing devices, integrated components for inclusion in
computing devices, home electronics, appliances, vehicles, machinery, landline telephones,
VoIP telephones, cordless telephones, cellular telephones, smart phones, modems, personal
digital assistants, laptop computers, gaming devices, media players, and the like. In an
illustrative embodiment, the telecommunications devices 112a, 112b include a wide variety
of software and hardware components for establishing communications over one or more
communication networks, including cellular telecommunications network 114, a wired
telecommunications network (not shown) and/or an IP-based telecommunications network
(not shown). Ilustrative components of a telecommunications device 112a, 112b will be
described in greater detail with regard to FIGURE2. Although the present disclosure
references a telecommunications device 112a, 112b, one skilled in the relevant art will
appreciate that a telecommunications device may correspond to, or otherwise be referred to,
as a mobile communication device, a wireless computing device, or a computing device.
Accordingly, reference to a telecommunications device 112a, 112b or computing device 120
should not be interpreted as limiting to any particular functionality or operation.

[0024] In an illustrative embodiment, the telecommunications environment 100
can include a number of additional components, systems and/or subsystems for facilitating
communications with the telecommunications devices 112a, 112b and/or the event
coordination service 102. The additional components can include one or more switches or
switching centers 116 (in GSM embodiments, Mobile Switching Centers or MSCs) for
establishing communications with the telecommunications devices 112a, 112b via the
telecommunications network 114, such as a cellular radio access network, an IP-based

telecommunications network based on the family of IEEE 802.11 technical standards
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(“WIiFi”) or IEEE 802.16 standards (“WiMax”), a converged wireless telecommunications
network such as Unlicensed Mobile Access (UMA) or General Access Network (GAN), and
other wired and wireless networks. The operation of telecommunications networks, such as
telecommunications network 114 are well known and will not be described in greater detail.
As illustrated in FIGURE 1, the switching center 116 includes interfaces for establishing
various communications via a communication network 118, such as the Internet, intranets,
private networks and point to point networks, generally referred to as the “network.”
Although the telecommunications network 114 is illustrated as a single communication
network, one skilled in the relevant art will appreciate that the communication network can
be made up of any number of public or private communication networks and/or network
connections.

[0025] As noted above, the telecommunications environment 100 can further
include one or more network data sources 120 for providing external information to the event
coordination service 102. The network data sources 120 may include a number of computing
devices for obtaining and processing requests for information from either the event
coordination service 102, the computing devices 122 and/or the telecommunications
devices 112a, 112b.

[0026] With reference now to FIGURE 2, illustrative components of a
telecommunications device, such as telecommunications device 112a, for use in providing
data related to an event of interest or submitting a contribution to the event of interest will be
described. The telecommunications device 112a may include one or more processing
units 202, such as one or more CPUs. The telecommunications device 112a may also include
system memory 204, which may correspond to any combination of volatile and/or non-
volatile storage mechanisms. The system memory 204 may store information which provides
an operating system component 206, various program components 208, program data 210, an
event coordination component 222 and/or other components. As will be explained in greater
detail below, the event coordination component 222 stored in system memory of the
telecommunications device 112a may perform all or some of the functions described above in
connection with the event coordination service 102. The above-enumerated list of

components is representative and is not exhaustive of the types of functions performed, or
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components implemented, by the telecommunications device 112a. One skilled in the
relevant art will appreciate that additional or alternative components may also be included in
the telecommunications device 112a to carry out other intended functions such as a mobile
telephone functions.

[0027] The telecommunications device 112a performs functions by using the
processing unit(s) 202 to execute instructions provided by the system memory 204. The
telecommunications device 112a may also include one or more input devices 212 (keyboard,
mouse device, specialized selection keys, touch screen, etc.) and one or more output
devices 214 (displays, printers, audio output mechanisms, etc.). Illustrative user interfaces
for a telecommunications device 112a will be described with regard to FIGURES 5A-5C, 6,
9A, 9B, 10 and 11, described below.

[0028] With continued reference to FIGURE 2, the telecommunications
device 112a may also include one or more types of removable storage 216 and one or more
types of non-removable storage 218. Still further, the telecommunications device 112a can
include communication components 220 for facilitating communication via wired and
wireless communication networks, such as the telecommunications network 114 and
network 118 (FIGURE 1). Examples of various communication protocols include, but are
not limited to, Bluetooth, the family of IEEE 802.11 technical standards (“WiF1”), the IEEE
802.16 standards (“WiMax), short message service (“SMS”), voice over IP (“VoIP”) as well
as various generation cellular air interface protocols (including, but not limited to, air
" interface protocols based on CDMA, TDMA, GSM, WCDMA, CDMA2000, TD-SCDMA,
WTDMA, LTE, OFDMA and similar technologies).

[0029] FIGURE3 is a block diagram of the interaction between various
components of the telecommunications environment 100 when user A of telecommunications
device 112a requests coordination of an event among a group of contacts selected by user A.
For purposes of the example, however, the illustration has been simplified such that many of
the components utilized to facilitate communications are not shown (e.g.,
telecommunications network 114, switching centers 116, etc.). One skilled in the relevant art
will appreciate that such components can be utilized and that additional interactions would

accordingly occur without departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.
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[0030] As depicted in FIGURE 3, user A creates an event coordination request
using her telecommunications device 112a. For example, user A may be interested in
coordinating a day at the beach with her family, and thus creates an event coordination
request in order to provide her family with data related to the beach event. As will be
described in more detail below, the event coordination request created by user A may include
data related to the event, e.g., an event descriptor, start date/time, end/date time, location,
message, etc. Such data may be entered directly by user A into an event user interface
utilizing the telecommunications device 112a and/or obtained by the event coordination
component 222 of the telecommunications device 112a. In some embodiments, user A will
also select at least one group of contacts to whom the event data is to be provided and among
whom the event will be coordinated as the event occurs. However, in other embodiments the
event coordination component 222 of the telecommunications device 112a and/or the event
coordination component 108 of the event coordination service 102 automatically selects the
group of contacts to whom the event data is to be published, as will be described in more
detail below. Accordingly, user A need not spend additional time or effort individually
selecting her group(s) of contacts, directly entering his or her contacts or adding contacts
from an address book or other contact manager component.

[0031] The telecommunications device 112a transmits the event coordination
request to the event coordination service 102 via the network 118. The event coordination
service 102 then generates an event record including the data related to the event and stores
the event record in the event record data store 110. As noted above, the event coordination
service 102 may automatically identify the group of contacts to whom the event data is to be
provided. The event coordination service 102 includes the contact information (e.g., name,
electronic mail address, telephone number, etc.) for each contact of the group(s) of contacts,
whether selected or automatically identified (or perhaps pointers to such contact information)
in the stored event record. In some embodiments, the event coordination service 102 obtains
location and other supplemental data and includes such data in the event record as well. For
example, the event coordination service 102 may obtain location data for the event (e.g., a
street address and map for the event), location data for user A (e.g., GPS data for the

telecommunications device 112a associated with user A), or location data for one or more of
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the contacts of the group (e.g., GPS data for the telecommunications device 112b associated
with user B, an IP address for a computing device 122 associated with user C, etc.). Other
supplemental data may include, but not be limited to, an image of the event location; a map
of the event location; reviews for the event or event location; recommendations for related
events, services, products, activities, and other locations; etc.

[0032] Once the event record is generated, the event coordination service 102 may
publish or provide the event data to the group of contacts via an event user interface. In the
illustrated example, the group of contacts includes user A, user B and user C. Accordingly,
the event data is published by the event coordination service 102 in the illustrated example to
telecommunications device 112a associated with user A, telecommunications device 112b
associated with user B and computing device 122 associated with user C. Although reference
is made herein to a telecommunications or other computing device associated with a contact,
those skilled in the art will recognize the device is any device utilized by the contact to send
and receive communication using an electronic mail account, mobile telephone account, etc.
by virtue of a mobile telephone number, email address, etc. Accordingly, the device need not
be a dedicated device or the same device.

[0033] In some embodiments, a notification that the event data is available is sent
via the network 118 to the group of contacts as an electronic mail message, a SMS or MMS
message, an electronic message that is published or posted for viewing by others (sometimes
known as a “micro-blog” post, a "twitter" message or a "tweet"), a user interface generated on
the display of the computing device 122/telecommunications device 112 (e.g., via a pop-up
window, web page, tool bar message, etc.), a voice message, etc. In some embodiments, the
type of notification published depends on the contact information stored in the event record
for the contacts of the selected group(s). In other embodiments, the originating contact (e.g.,
user A in the illustrated example) indicates the type of notification to be published to certain
contacts and/or mode of communication in the event coordination request. For example, in
the case of user B’s telecommunications device 112b, a notification that event data is
available for coordination is published to the telecommunications device 112b in the form of
a SMS message since the contact information for user B included a mobile telephone

number. In another example, the contact information for user B may also include an email
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address for user B. Accordingly, the notification may be published to an email account
associated with user B’s email address and accessed by user B via the telecommunications
device 112b or another telecommunications or computing device associated with user B. In
some embodiments, the notification (e.g., the SMS message or electronic mail message),
includes a Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) (or a shortened alias for redirection of a long
URI) that identifies the location at the event coordination service 102 or another network data
resource(s) that can be accessed to obtain the data related to the event. Accordingly, the
contact to whom the notification has been published may utilize the URI to retrieve the event
data using his or her telecommunications or other computing device and initiate generation of
the event user interface on his or her telecommunication or other computing device for
displaying such information. Those skilled in the art will recognize that the event user
interface may be generated for display (directly or indirectly) by the event coordination
service 102 and/or the event coordination component 222 of the telecommunications or other
computing device.

[0034] FIGURE 4 is a flow diagram of an illustrative method 400 implemented
by the event coordination service 102 to publish or provide event data to a group of contacts
via an event user interface upon receipt of a request from a user. The routine begins in
block 402 and proceeds to block 404 where the event coordination service 102 receives an
event coordination request from a user. As described in more detail below the request may
include, but not be limited to, an event descriptor, start date/time, end date/time, location,
message, etc. as supplied by the user via a user interface (such as user interface 500 shown in
FIGURE 5A) that is presented on the display of the telecommunications or other computing
device of the user requesting coordination for the event. Next, in block 406, the event
coordination service 102 identifies the group(s) of contacts to whom the event data is to be
published. In one embodiment, the user has selected one or more groups of contacts to which
it belongs, so the identification of the group(s) are included in the request itself. In other
embodiments, the group(s) of contacts are automatically identified by the event coordination
service 102 without requiring selection by, or direction from, the user. For example, the
event coordination service 102 may identify and obtain group contact information from an

address book or other contact manager component maintained on the wuser’s
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telecommunications of other computing device, maintained by the event coordination
service 102 or maintained by or at another network data source 120, such as a
telecommunications service, a social network service or a message publication service. In
addition, a group of contacts automatically identified by the event coordination service 102
may include a subset of the user’s contacts that is automatically identified by the event
coordination service, in whole or in part. The subset of contacts may correspond to a portion
of the user’s contacts which are accessible via the user’s telecommunications or other
computing device. For example, a portion of the subset of contacts can be selected by the
user of a telecommunications or other computing device, while a remaining portion of the
subset of contacts are selected automatically by the service 102 based on one or more other
factors. In one example, the factor can be a frequency of communication between user A and
one or more user contacts accessible by the telecommunications device 112a. In this
example, the event coordination component222 (or another component of the
telecommunications device 112a, such a contact management component (not shown))
monitors communications between the user and each of user A’s contacts accessible by the
telecommunications device 112a and maintains data associated with the monitored
communications. Based on the monitored communications and corresponding maintained
data, a frequency of communication may be determined between user A and each of user A’s
contacts. This information can then be used to determine the remaining portion of the subset
of contacts. In one illustrative embodiment, the remaining portion of the subset of contacts
can be selected based on the contacts that have been in communication with user A the most
number of times. In other embodiments, the types of communications may be monitored
between the user and the user’s contacts, such as SMS messages, MMS messages, emails,
instant messages, voice calls, and the like, and then the remaining portion of the subset of
contacts may be selected based on the frequency of one type of communication or an
aggregation of some or all types of communications. In addition, if aggregated, one type of
communication can be weighted over other types. Even further, in other embodiments, only
those communications initiated by the user may be monitored to select the remaining portion
of the subset of contacts based on the user’s frequency of initiating communication with each

of the user’s contacts.
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[0035] Additionally or alternatively, in a further embodiment, a group of user
contacts can be associated with a special rate plan offered by a telecommunications carrier
providing communication services to the telecommunications device 112a. Specifically,
user A may be provided a special rate associated with any communications made between
user A and any of the contacts identified in a group. In addition to a special rate, the rate plan
may have a variety of other parameters that may affect selection of the contacts to be included
in the group. For example, in one embodiment, the group of contacts may be limited in
number to correspond to a number of contacts with whom communications will be provided
at a special rate. As another example, the group of contacts may be editable only after a
specified period of time has elapsed from initial selection (whether by the user or partially by
automated selection based on other factors such as frequency of communication information).

[0036] Accordingly, when the user submits an event coordination request to the
event coordination service 102, the event coordination service may automatically identify a
group of contacts to whom the event data is to be published without requiring the user herself
to identify the group to whom the event data is to be published. In some embodiments, the
automatically identified group of contacts will be presented to the user for confirmation
and/or editing. However, in other embodiments, it will be assumed that no such confirmation
is necessary since the automatically identified group of contacts may be relied upon as the
most likely contacts with whom the user would wish to coordinate an event or as the most
likely contacts to be interested participating in the event.

[0037] Referring again to FIGURE 4, once the group of contacts is identified in
block 406, the event coordination service 102 may obtain location data for inclusion in the
event record in block 408. The location data may be for the event itself (e.g., street address,
map, etc.), the originating user (e.g., GPS coordinates for the user obtained from a GPS
component included in the user’s telecommunications device or obtained using a location
based service), or one or more of the contacts in the group (e.g., GPS coordinates, IP address,
etc. of the telecommunications or other computing devices associated with the contacts). As
will be described in more detail below, such location data may be used to augment the event

data published by the event coordination service 102. Accordingly, the user is not required to
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include all or portion of such data in the event coordination request nor in an event
contribution.

[0038] In other embodiments, location data may be applied as a filter to the group
of contacts so as to select only those contacts of the group who may be able to participate in
the event. For example, by applying the location data as a filter, the event coordination
service 102 may provide event data to only those contacts of the group currently within or
predicted to be within a certain distance or estimated arrival time of the event.

[0039] Next, in block 410, the event coordination service 102 may obtain other
supplemental data for the event from other sources, such as network data sources 120, for
inclusion in the event record. Such supplemental data may include, but not be limited to,
images or videos related to the event, a map for the event; reviews for the event;
recommendations for related events, services, products, activities, and other locations;
weather data related to the event, etc. It will be appreciated that data related to an event may
also include data related to points of interest within the event, data related to activities
associated with the event, data related to services offered during the event, data related to
contact information for the foregoing, data related to contacts participating in the event, etc.
(such points of interest, activities, service, etc. may be referred to herein simply as “points of
interest”). In some embodiments, the user may indicate in the event coordination request that
she is interested in such supplemental data (e.g., by checking a box for including a map or
recommendations, by indicating such in a set of user preferences maintained in the data
store 224 of the user’s telecommunications device or by the event coordination service 102,
etc.).

[0040] In block 412, the event coordination service 102 generates an event record
corresponding to the event coordination request that includes, for example, an event
descriptor, start date/time, end date/time, location, message, etc. as supplied by the user, as
well as the contact information for the group of contacts, location data and other
supplemental data obtained in blocks 406, 408 and 410. The event coordination service 102
then stores the event record in the event record data store 110. '

[0041] Once the event record is generated, the event coordination service 102

publishes or otherwise provides the event data (or a notification thereof) to the group of
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contacts in block 414. As noted above, a notification of the event may be published as an
electronic mail message, a SMS or MMS message, an electronic message that is published or
posted for viewing by others, a user interface display, etc. In some embodiments, the type of
notification published depends on the contact information stored in the event record for the
group of contacts or on a mode of communication preference. As also noted above, the
notification (e.g., the SMS message or electronic mail message) may include a URI (or
shortened URI) that identifies a network data source that can be accessed to obtain the data
from the event record that is related to the event. Accordingly, the contact to whom the
notification has been published may utilize the URI to retrieve and view the event data via an
event user interface generated on his or her telecommunications or other computing device
such as the event user interfaces depicted in FIGURES 6, 9A, 9B, 10 and 11. Upon
publication of the event data, the method 400 ends in block 416.

[0042] FIGURE 5A is an illustrative user interface 500 generated on a
telecommunications device, such as user A’s telecommunications device 112a, for enabling a
user to submit an event coordination request for at least one group of contacts. For example,
user A may be interested in coordinating a day at the beach with her family, and thus creates
an event coordination request in order to provide her family with data related to the beach
event. Thus, user A creates an event coordination request 502 via user interface 500
generated by the event coordination service 102 and displayed on wuserA’s
telecommunications device (e.g., a mobile telephone). Accordingly, user A enters a
descriptor 512 for the event (e.g., “Day at the Beach™), a start date and end date 512 and a
start time and end time 516 for the event. Alternatively, the user may select an all day event
by selecting a checkbox 504. In other embodiments the start/end date/time may be set to a
default. In addition, user A may select a reminder option 518 (e.g., for 15 minutes, 1 hour,
etc.) for issuing an alert (once or repeatedly) and reminding the group of contacts (including
user A) to periodically check event data. Accordingly, as the event data is updated as
described in more detail below, the telecommunications or other computing device associated
with the contact will issue an alarm or other notification reminding the contact to review the
event data. In this manner, the group of contacts can be reminded to check in and get updates

during the event.
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[0043] In addition, user A may enter location data for the event, such as a location
name 520, street 522, city 506, state 524 and zip code 508. Alternatively, the user may
indicate that her current location is the location for the event by selecting a location
checkbox 526. As noted above, the event coordination service 102 may obtain current
location data for the user A utilizing GPS, a location based service, etc. In addition, if the
user has included a location name 520 for the event, but not a street address, the event
coordination service 102 may obtain location data for the event, e.g., from a network
yellow/white pages data source 120, from a combination of the same with the user’s
identified location, from prior event records associated with the user, a location based
service, etc.

[0044] User A may further enter a message 528 (e.g., “We’re going surfing at
North Beach. Let’s meet up.”), which message may be included in the event data provided to
a group contacts (or separately communicated to the group via an electronic message or voice
message). In one embodiment, the user selects one or more groups of contacts to whom the
event data is provided. In the example illustrated in FIGURE 5B, user A selects a Family
group 536 from drop-down menu 534 that also includes a Soccer Team group 538 and a
Co-Workers group 540. In other embodiments, the event coordination service 102
automatically identifies the group of contacts as noted above.

[0045] In some embodiments, the user may further limit dissemination of the
event data for coordination to a subset of the group selected. For example, as illustrated in
FIGURE 5B, user A may select an option 556 to include only those contacts within the
Family group 536 that are currently located within five miles of the event location. In other
embodiments, the user may limit the group by estimated arrival or travel time of contacts to
the event location, age of contacts, gender of contacts, or any other criteria that may be
deemed suitable by the user, the group, or the event coordination service 102. Accordingly,
the options for such limitations depicted in FIGURE 5B are illustrative only and should not
be construed as limiting.

[0046] In yet other embodiments, the user may indicate points of interest related
to the event for which the user wishes to provide data. In the example illustrated in

FIGURE 5C, user A selects Entertainment 544, Restaurants 550, Shopping 552 from a points
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of interest drop-down menu 542 that further includes Hotels 546, Gas Stations 548 and
Municipal 554. Accordingly, when generating the corresponding event record, the event
coordination service 102 will obtain data related to the selected points of interest from one or
more network data sources 120. As noted above, such data may include, but not be limited
to, images, videos, maps, reviews, recommendations, weather data related to the event, etc.
In some embodiments, the network data source 120 may be a data source that provides event
data specifically for the event indicated. For example, if the user is attempting to coordinate
an event at a known amusement park, event data for the amusement park may be obtained
from a network data source 120 affiliated with the amusement park. Accordingly, the event
data obtained from the data source may include data regarding the attractions at the park,
restaurants at the park, waiting times for attractions and restaurants, images of attractions,
schedule of events at the park, transportation to/from/within the part, etc. In other
embodiments, the event coordination service 102 collects the data from a variety of network
data sources 120.

[0047] In some embodiments, the user may further limit the collection of event
data for coordination to a subset of the points of interest selected or offered. For example, as
illustrated in FIGURE 5C, user A may select an option 558 to include only those points of
interest selected from the menu 542 that are currently located within one mile of the event
location. In other embodiments, the user may limit the points of interest for which data 1s
obtained by estimated arrival or travel time of contacts to the point of interest, age of
contacts, gender of contacts, or any other criteria that may be deemed suitable by the user, the
group of the event coordination service 102. Accordingly, the options for such limitation
depicted in FIGURE 5C are illustrative only and should not be construed as limiting. When
user A has completed the event coordination request 502, user A may submit the request to
the event coordination service 102 upon selection of a submit control 510.

[0048] As described above, upon receipt of the event coordination request, the
event coordination service 102 identifies the group(s) of contacts to whom event data is to be
provided, generates an event record including data related to the event. The data may include
the descriptor, start/end date/time, location, message and other data entered or options

selected by user A, as well as any contact information, location data or other supplemental
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data the event coordination service 102 obtains. The event coordination service 102 then
provides the event data to the group(s) of contacts via n event user interface such as event
user interface 600 depicted in FIGURE 6.

[0049] As shown in FIGURE 6, user B has received a notification for the event
“Day at the Beach,” and thus event user interface 600 has been generated on user B’s
telecommunication device 112b. In one embodiment, event user interface 600 is persistently
displayed on the telecommunications device 112b for the duration of the event so that user B
can have ready access to the event data as it is updated and so that user B can efficiently and
quickly make his own contributions to the event. Accordingly, in the illustrated example, the
event user interface 600 takes the form of a “top-of-the-device” user interface and is thus
substantially continuously displayed on the device 112b until some other action is taken by
the user B, e.g., user B navigates to another user interface, user B initiates a voice call, etc.
However, upon completion of the action, the event user interface 600 reappears on the “top-
of-the-device” for ready reference by the user B. In addition, user B may choose to minimize
or reduce the event user interface 600 to an icon or some other smaller, graphical
representation, such as icon 1106 shown in FIGURE 11 described in more detail below. In
the illustrated example, user B chooses to do so by selecting a minimize control 620. The
resulting graphical representation may then be persistently displayed upon the user B’s
telecommunications device 112b. An alert indicating event data updates may also be issued
by user B’s computing device while the graphical representation is being displayed so that the
user B is reminded to view event user interface. The event user interface 600 and its reduced
graphical representation may cease being persistently represented and/or further updated after
completion of the event (as defined, for example, the end date/time specified by user A when
requesting - the event for coordination). Accordingly, after the event is over, the
telecommunications device 112b can revert to its normal idle state. It will be appreciated that
in some embodiments, the event user interface 600 or its graphical representation may remain
displayed on “top-of-the-device” for a predetermined amount of time or may remain
accessible by the contacts of the group for historical purposes. In yet other embodiments, one
or more contacts of the group may continue to update the event data after the completion of

the event for historical purposes as well. For example, a contact may add digital content
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(e.g., images, video, comments, files, etc.) or other data to further memorialize and keep a
record of the event in a manner similar to a scrapbook. The event data may then be accessed
by the contacts of the group.

[0050] Referring again to FIGURE 6, event user interface 600 includes the data
found in the corresponding event record for the current event 602, such as a descriptor 624
for the event (i.e., “Day at the Beach”), location data 626, a current date/time 630, and the
start/end date/time 642. In addition, in the illustrated example, the user interface 600 also
includes a map 640 for the event the includes indicators 634, 636, 638, 608 and 614 for
various points of interest, an indicator 616 identifying the event location on the map, and
indicators 618, 612 and 632 for each contact of the group to whom the event data was
provided. Accordingly, user B can assess at a glance what points of interest are available,
where the contacts of the group are located, etc. In one embodiment, the map is continuously
or regularly updated or refreshed with additional data. Accordingly, as contacts of the group
change location, their respective indicators within the map change location as well. Those
skilled in the art will recognize that the map included in an event user interface may be any
type of map to which the event coordination service 102 may have access and that is suitable
for depicting the event location. Accordingly, the map may be a street map, satellite map, a
contour map, etc., displayed at any scale or level of detail appropriate for depicting the
positions of the contacts relative to the event location. In addition, the scale or level of detail
may change as the relative positions of the contacts change.

[0051] As also illustrated in FIGURE 6, the event user interface 600 may include
additional data related to the event that may be of interest to the contacts of the group. For
example, the nearest contact 606 and nearest point of interest 610 to user B may be identified
for user B’s quick reference. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that virtually any type of
data related to the event may be included in the event user interface without departing from
the scope of the present disclosure. Accordingly, the examples of such data depicted in
FIGURE 6 are illustrative only, and should not be construed as limiting. In addition, the
contact to whom the event user interface is being displayed may also request additional or
other data from the event coordination service 102 or other network data sources 120 via

other menus, user interface controls or user interfaces (not shown).
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[0052] As will be described in more detail below, a contact for whom the event
user interface is being displayed may also initiate voice (such a voice call, video conference
call, etc.) communication or electronic communication with the other contacts of the group
from the event user interface. In the illustrated example, the default mode of electronic
communication is instant messaging. Accordingly, user B can send an instant message to the
group of contacts directly from the event user interface 600 by entering the message into an
IM with group field 628. (In the illustrated embodiment, the field 628 is seeded with the
original message from user A.). Further interaction with the event user interface, including
submission of contributions from contacts to the event are described in more detail below.

[0053] FIGURE 7 is a block diagram of the interaction between wvarious
components of the telecommunications environment 100 when user B of telecommunications
device 112b submits an event contribution to the event coordination service 102. As depicted
in FIGURE 7, when user B submits an event contribution, it is transmitted to the event
coordination service 102 via the network 118. The event coordination service 102 then
updates the corresponding event record to include the event contribution from user B and
stores the updated event record in the event record data store 110. Because the event record
has been updated, the event coordination service 102 publishes updated event data to the
group of contacts identified by the service 102. In some embodiments, the event coordination
service 102 simply identifies the same group of contacts as those to whom the prior event
data was published (i.e., the group of contacts selected by user A in the illustrated example),
which group of contacts is already identified in the event record. However, in other
embodiments, user B and/or the event coordination service 102 may add to or modify the
group of contacts. In such cases, the event coordination service 102 adds the contact
information (e.g., name, electronic mail address, mobile telephone number, etc.) for the
contacts (or perhaps pointers to such contact information) to the updated event record. In
some embodiments, the event coordination service 102 obtains further location and
supplemental data and includes such data in the updated event record as well. For example,
the event coordination service 102 may obtain new location data for points of interest
identified or suggest by user B, or updated location data for the group of contacts to whom

the updated event data is provided.
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[0054] Once the event record is updated, the event coordination service 102 may
publish updated event data to the group of contacts via an event user interface. Accordingly,
in the illustrated example, the updated event data is published by the event coordination
service 102 to telecommunications device 112a associated with user A, telecommunications
device 112b associated with user B, and computing device 122 associated with user C. As
noted above, a notification to retrieve the updated event data may be sent via the network 118
as an electronic mail message, a SMS or MMS message, etc. to the group of contacts as
opposed to sending the updated data itself for use is refreshing the event user interface.
Although in the illustrated example, the updated event data is depicted as being provided to
the group of contacts after receipt of an event contribution, those skilled in the art will
recognize that the updated event data may be published or provided to the devices associated
with the contacts of the group on a continuous, periodic or aperiodic basis and in response to
a push request by the event coordination service 102 or a poll request by the devices.
Accordingly, the event user interface may be updated or refreshed without requiring
interaction by the contact with her associated telecommunications for other computing
device. In one embodiment, such updating will continue for the duration of the event, as
defined by the end date/time specified in the event coordination request.

[0055] FIGURE 8 is a flow diagram of an illustrative method 800 implemented
by the event coordination service 102 to update event data upon receipt of an event
contribution. The routine begins in block 802 and proceeds to block 804 where the event
coordination service 102 receives an event contribution from a contact. As described in more
detail below the event contribution may include data related to the event that may be of
interest, for example, restaurant reviews, attraction prices, location information, images,
videos, etc.. In this manner, a group of contacts can collaboratively coordinate the event and
share event data in real-time or near real-time while the event is occurring. It will be
appreciated that data related to an event may also include data related to points of interest
within the event, data related to activities associated with the event, data related to services
offered during the event, data related to contact information for the foregoing, data related to
contacts participating in the event, etc. (such points of interest, activities, service, etc. may be

referred to herein simply as “points of interest”). Accordingly (and as described above in
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connection with the event coordination request), when updating the corresponding event
record, the event coordination service 102 may obtain data related to the event from one or
more network data sources 120. Next, in block 806, the event coordination service 102
identifies the group(s) of contacts to whom the updated event data is to be provided. In one
embodiment, the group(s) of contacts is automatically identified by the event coordination
service 102 from the event record as the group of contacts initially selected by user A (i.e.,
the user who sent the event coordination request). Accordingly, the initially selected group
becomes a group for the receiving contacts as well, at least temporarily, for the event.

[0056] Once the group(s) of contacts is identified in block 806, the event
coordination service 102 may update the event record with the event contribution submitted
by the contact, as well as any additional contact, location or other supplemental data it may
obtain. As noted above, location data may be applied as a filter to the identified group of
contacts so as to provide updated event data only those contacts who are still able to
participate. For example, by applying the location data as a filter, the event coordination
service 102 may publish updated event data to only those contacts of the group currently
within or predicted to be within a certain physical distance or estimated arrival time of the
event or a point of interest therein. Accordingly, if a contact has moved beyond such a
distance or arrival time, the event coordination service 102 may not publish the updated event
data to the contact.

[0057] Next, in block 810, the event coordination service 102 publishes updated
event data from the updated event record (or found according to pointers or links stored in the
event record) to the group(s) of contacts. As noted above, a notification to retrieve the
updated event data may be sent via the network 118 as an electronic mail message, a SMS or
MMS message, etc. to the group of contacts as opposed to sending the updated data itself for
use is refreshing the event user interface. In other embodiments, the event user interface is
simply updated or refreshed with the updated event data. In one embodiment, such updating
will continue for the duration of the event, as defined by the end date/time specified in the
event coordination request. After the event ultimately concludes, display of the event user
interface ceases (at least at the “top-of-the-device”) in some embodiments, as the group of

contacts likely no longer needs immediate or ready reference to the event.
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[0058] As discussed above, contacts of the group may make contributions to the
event and initiate communication with one another during the duration of the via the event
user interface. An illustrative event user interface 900 from which a contact, such as user B,
can make contributions and initiate communication is shown in FIGURES 9A and 9B. For
example, in FIGURE 9A, user B may select a call option 944 to initiate a voice call to
another contact in the group. This may launch another user interface (not shown) from which
user B may select a telephone number for the contact. As yet another example, user B may
select a share option 646 to initiate an electronic communication with the other contacts of
the group. Such an electronic communication may include, but not be limited to, an email
message, a SMS message, an MMS message, an instant message, a micro-blog message, or a
post to an account at a social network service to which the group belongs. In the illustrated
embodiment, the  default mode of electronic communication is instant messaging.
Accordingly, user B can simply send an instant message to the group of contacts directly
from the event user interface 900 by entering the message into an IM with group field 920.
However, if user B wishes to use another mode of communication, e.g., email, SMS message,
etc., user B may select a share option 914, which may launch another user interface (not
shown) or a menu from which user B may select the mode of communication, the contact
information (e.g., email address, telephone number, etc.) for the contacts of the group, etc. In
one embodiment, it is not necessary for user B to provide the contact information for the
group as such information is already stored in the corresponding event record. In the
illustrated example, user B can select the mode of electronic communication from a drop-
down menu 902 that includes the options of an SMS message 902, an email 904, a post to an
account at a social network service 908 and a micro-blog post 910. By selecting such
options, the contact can send an electronic communication to all the contacts of the group
simultaneously further facilitating coordination of the event. In addition, those skilled in the
art will recognize that the electronic communication options depicted in the drop-down
menu 902 are illustrative only, and thus should not be construed as limiting.

[0059] In yet other embodiments, the contact for whom the event user interface is
being displayed may also attach additional data related to the event to the electronic

communication by selecting, for example, an attach file option 918. Accordingly, the contact
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may attach an image, video or other content file to the electronic communication and send
such data to the entire group. For example, user B, while participating in the beach event,
may come across and take an image of an interesting street performer at the beach using the
camera functionality of user B’s telecommunications device 112b. Using the attach file
option 918, user B may attach the image to an electronic communication sent to the contacts
of the group, along with a message suggesting that they join him to watch the street performer
shown in the picture. Since the location of user B is already indicated in the map provided in
the event user interface, the contacts of the group can quickly discern from the user interface
where user B and the street performer are located and join user B. Absent such an event user
interface, user B would have to provide detailed instructions and/or location information to
the group of contacts to direct them to the appropriate location, which may be time
consuming, and thus institute delay in the event.

[0060] In yet another embodiment, the contact for whom the event user interface
is being displayed may also initiate other types of voice communication from the event user
interface. In the illustrated example, event user interface 900 includes a push-to-talk
option 916. Selection of the push-to-talk option 916 enables user B to talk with the other
contacts of the group as if using a walkie-talkie, provided that the telecommunications or
other computing devices associated with the contacts are equipped with a radio frequency
interface with access to a specialized mobile radio (SMR) service. Although not shown,
other voice communication options may be made available to contacts of the group via the
event user interface without departing from the scope of the present disclosure. Examples of
such voice communication options include, but are not limited to, teleconferencing, voice
chat, voice messaging, etc.

[0061] As noted above, contacts of the group can also make contributions to the
event from an event user interface. In the example illustrated in FIGURE 9B, user B initiates
an instant message in field 918 informing the group that he is “going to the surf shop” and
suggesting that they “meet at Ron's Burger Stand at 3:15.” In addition, user B has chosen
Ron's Burger Stand aé a point of interest from the map 914 provided in the event user
interface 900. In one embodiment in which user B’s telecommunication device 112b is

equipped with a touch screen, user B may select the point of interest by touching the screen at
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the position indicated by the indicator 922 for the point of interest. As a result a
descriptor 920 for the point of interest (e.g., “Ron's Burger Stand”) may be presented to
user B. Accordingly, in one embodiment, upon submission of the instant message, the
telecommunications device 112b submits user B’s event contribution (e.g., the selection of
the point of interest “Ron's Burger Stand™) to the event coordination service 102. The event
coordination service 102 may then obtain additional data regarding the point of interest from
a network data source 120 and store such data in the corresponding event record for further
dissemination to the group of contacts.

[0062] In one embodiment, the event coordination service 102 obtains at least one
of a recommendation for the point of interest, a review for the point of interest, a location for
the point of interest and contact information for the point of interest. Such data may be
obtained from a single network data source, such a social network service or other service
that provides user reviews, recommendations, addresses, phone numbers/email addresses and
other information (e.g., menus, product listings, service listings, etc.) for points of interest.
Alternatively, the event coordination service 102 can obtain such data from a variety of
network data sources 120 and aggregate the data for provision to the group of contacts. Once
obtained, the event coordination service 102 can provide the updated event data to the
contacts of the group via the event user interface. For example, as illustrated in FIGURE 10,
an event user interface 1000 for the current event 1002 (i.e., a “Day at the Beach” 1006)
generated on the computing device 122 associated with user C is updated with user B’s
suggestion that the group meet at Ron's Burger Stand at 3:15. More specifically, user C
receives user B’s instant message regarding the same in an IM with group field 1008. In
addition, a map 1014 for the event provided in the event user interface 1000 is updated to
reflect that the point of interest 1012 suggested by user B is Ron's Burger Stand as evidenced
by a descriptor 1010. Moreover, supplemental data 1004 related to Ron's Burger Stand that
was obtained by the event coordination service 102 is also displayed in the event user
interface 1000. Specifically, the supplemental data in the illustrated example includes a
recommendation for Ron's Burger Stand (e.g., five stars based on 29 reviews) and an address,

telephone number and Internet address for Ron's Burger Stand. Should user C wish to see
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more data regarding Ron's Burger Stand, other recommended points of interest in the event,
etc., user C may activate a URI 1016 to access such additional data.

[0063] It will be appreciated from the above discussion that contacts receiving
such updated event data may have ready access to it via the event user interface. As a result,
contacts of the group can quickly discern from the event user interface where contacts are
meeting, what the points of interest are, how interesting the points of interest may be, etc.
Absent such an event user interface, the contacts of the group would have to take additional,
time consuming measures to obtain such data and disseminate it others in the group, thus
proving only haphazard event coordination. Although not shown, other event data may be
submitted by and provided to contacts of the group without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure. Therefore, those skilled in the art will recognize that examples of such
data described above and depicted in the figures are illustrative only, and not to be construed
as limiting.

[0064] As also appreciated from the above discussion, a contact may choose to
minimize or reduce the event user interfaces depicted in FIGURES 6, 9A, 9B and 10 to an
icon or some other smaller, graphical representation, such as icon 1106 shown in
FIGURE 11. For example, user B may choose to do so by selecting a minimize control 620
as shown in FIGURE 6. The resulting graphical representation may then be persistently
displayed upon the user B’s telecommunications device 112b, e.g., as an icon in a home or
idle user interface 110 along with other icons 1108, 1104 and 1102 representing other
functionality or options. Although the reduced graphical representation can take a variety of
forms, the graphical representation is a thumbnail image or version of the map included in the
event user interface in one embodiment. The reduced graphical representation (or
corresponding event user interface) may cease being persistently represented and/or further
updated after completion of the event (as defined, for example, the end date/time specified by
a contact when requesting the event for coordination). Accordingly, after the event is over,
the telecommunications or other computing device upon which the graphical representation
appears can revert to its normal idle state. It will be appreciated that in some embodiments,
the event user interface or its graphical representation may remain displayed on the

“top-of-the-device” for a predetermined amount of time after conclusion of the event or may
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remain accessible by the contacts of the group for historical purposes. For example, although
not illustrated, a history of the event may be maintained by the event coordination service 102
and made accessible to the contacts of the group. For example, the event history allows
contacts to review the contributions and interactions of the contacts of the group that took
place over the duration of the event.

[0065] Those skilled in the art will also recognize that the user interfaces depicted
in depicted in FIGURES 5A-5C, 6, 9A, 9B, 10 and 11, are illustrative, and thus may contain
more, less or different data, controls, etc. than that depicted without departing from the spirit
and scope of the present disclosure. For example, the event user interfaces displayed to
contacts of a group may include an opt-out control for selection by a contact who does not
wish to participate in the event. In such cases, an indication may be provided to the event
coordination service 102 that the contact is no longer interested in the event. Accordingly,
the event coordination service 102 may cease display of the event user interface (at least at
the “top-of-the-device”). In other embodiments, an indication that the contact is no longer
interested in the event may be provided to or detected by the event coordination service 102
if the contact is no longer within a certain distance of the event or any point of interest
therein, of if the contact has ceased to communicate with other contacts or to submit updates
for the event for a certain period of time. In such cases, the event coordination service 102
may also cease display of the event user interface (at least at the “top-of-the-device”). In
addition, the user interfaces displayed on a telecommunications device 112a, 112b may be the
same as or different from those displayed on a computing device 122. For instance, due to
mobile phone memory constraints, bandwidth constraints, limited screen size, and/or input
interfaces (e.g., touch screen, keyboard, etc.), the user interface generated on the device may
vary.

[0066] All of the processes described herein may be embodied in, and fully
automated via, software code modules executed by one or more general purpose computers or
processors. The code modules may be stored in any type of computer-readable medium or
other computer storage device. Some or all the methods may alternatively be embodied in
specialized computer hardware. In addition, the components referred to herein may be

implemented in hardware, software, firmware or a combination thereof.
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" "on

[0067] Conditional language such as, among others, "can," "could," "might" or
"may," unless specifically stated otherwise, are otherwise understood within the context as
used in general to convey that certain embodiments include, while other embodiments do not
include, certain features, elements and/or steps. Thus, such conditional language is not
generally intended to imply that features, elements and/or steps are in any way required for
one or more embodiments or that one or more embodiments necessarily include logic for
deciding, with or without user input or prompting, whether these features, elements and/or
steps are included or are to be performed in any particular embodiment.

[0068] Any process descriptions, elements or blocks in the flow diagrams
described herein and/or depicted in the attached figures should be understood as potentially
representing modules, segments, or portions of code which include one or more executable
instructions for implementing specific logical functions or elements in the process. Alternate
implementations are included within the scope of the embodiments described herein in which
elements or functions may be deleted, executed out of order from that shown, or discussed,
including substantially concurrently or in reverse order, depending on the functionality
involved as would be understood by those skilled in the art.

[0069] It should be emphasized that many variations and modifications may be
made to the above-described embodiments, the elements of which are to be understood as
being among other acceptable examples. All such modifications and variations are intended

to be included herein within the scope of this disclosure and protected by the following

claims.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:
1. A system for providing event data to a group of contacts, the system comprising:
a data store that stores event records, each event record including data related
to an event; and
a computing device in communication with the data store, the computing
device operative to:
obtain an event coordination request from a mobile computing device,
the event coordination request including data related to an event of interest to
a group of contacts who are to participate in the event;
generate an event record based on the event coordination request
obtained from the mobile computing device, the event record including the
data related to the event of interest to the group of contacts, which data is
updated as the event occurs; and
publish the data related to the event of interest to one or more contact
computing devices, each contact computing device associated with a contact
of the group, wherein the event data is published such that the data related to
the event of interest is displayed substantially continuously upon the contact
computing device as the event occurs and the data is updated.
2. The system of Claim 1, wherein the computing device is further operative to:
obtain an update to the data related to the event of interest from at least
one contact of the group; and
publish the updated data related to the event of interest to the one or
more contact computing devices and the mobile computing device.
3. The system of Claim 1, wherein the computing device is further operative to:
obtain an update to the data related to the event of interest from at least
one external source; and
publish the updated data related to the event of interest to the one or

more contact computing devices and the mobile computing device.
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4. The system of Claim 1, wherein the computing device is further operative to cease
publishing the data related to the event of interest to the one or more contact computing
devices and the mobile computing device upon completion of the event.

5. The system of Claim 1, wherein the data related to the event of interest is no
longer substantially continuously displayed upon the computing device upon completion of
the event.

6. The system of Claim 1, wherein the group of contacts is selected by a user of the
mobile computing device.

7. The system of Claim 1, wherein the group of contacts is automatically selected.

8. The system of Claim 1, wherein the computing device is further operative to
obtain location data related to the event.

9. The system of Claim 1, wherein the computing device is further operative to
obtain supplemental data related to the event.

10. A method for providing data related to an event to a group of contacts as the event
occurs, the method comprising:

as implemented by one or more computing devices configured with specific
executable instructions,
generating an event record including data related to an event of interest to a
group of contacts, which event data is updated as the event occurs by one or more
contacts of the group; and
causing the event data to be displayed upon one or more computing devices,
each computing device associated with a contact of the group, wherein the event data
is displayed persistently upon the computing device as the event occurs and the event
data is updated as the event occurs by one or more contacts of the group.

11. The method of Claim 10, wherein event data is updated as the event occurs by one
or more external data sources.

12. The method of Claim 11, wherein event data is updated with at least one of
message data, location data and digital content data. '

13. The method of Claim 10 further comprising ceasing to cause the event data to be

persistently displayed upon the computing device after at least one of completion of the event
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and an indication that the contact associated with the computing device is not interested in
the event.

14. The method of Claim 10 further comprising enabling a contact to initiate
communication with one or more other contacts in the group as the event occurs.

15. The method of Claim 14, wherein the initiated communication is at least one of an
electronic message communication and a voice communication.

16. The method of Claim 10, wherein the event data displayed on the computing
device includes a map for the event.

17. The method of Claim 16, wherein a location of one or more points of interest
related to the event is indicated in the map.

18. The method of Claim 16, wherein a location of one or more contacts of the group
is indicated in the map.

19. The method of Claim 18, wherein the location of the one or more contacts is
obtained from a location based service.

20. The method of Claim 16, wherein the map is obtained from an external data
source.

21. The method of Claim 10, wherein the event data displayed persistently upon the
computing device is minimized to a selectable icon that is displayed persistently upon the
computing device.

22. The method of Claim 21, wherein the selectable icon is a thumbnail image of a
map for the event.

23. The method of Claim 21, wherein an alert issued indicating when event data is
updated while the event data is minimized to the selectable icon.

24. The method of Claim 10, wherein event data is updated after the event occurs by
at least one of an external source and one or more contacts of the group.

25. A system for enabling a group of contacts to share data related to an event as the
event occurs, the system comprising:

a data store that stores data related to one or more events; and
a computing device in communication with the data store, the computing

device operative to:
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obtain data related to an event of interest to the group of contacts,
which data is stored in the data store and updated as the event occurs by at
least one contact in the group; and

cause the data related to the event of interest to be displayed on one or
more computing devices, each computing device associated with a contact of
the group, wherein the data related to the event of interest is displayed in an
area of prominence on the computing device for a duration of the event.

26. The system of Claim 25, wherein the data related to the event is updated by one or
more contacts with at least one of message data, location data and digital content data.

27. The system of Claim 25, wherein the data related to the event is further updated
with data obtained from an external source.

28. The system of Claim 25, wherein the computing device is further operative to
cease causing the data related to the event of interest to be displayed in the area of
prominence on the one or more computing devices after at least one of completion of the
event and an indication that the contact associated with the computing device is not interested
in the event.

29. The system of Claim 25, wherein the group of contacts is selected by a contact of
the group who originated the event of interest.

30. The system of Claim 25, wherein the group of contacts is automatically selected.

31. The system of Claim 25, wherein the computing device is further operative to
enable a contact to initiate communication with one or more other contacts in the group as the
event occurs.

32. The system of Claim 31, wherein the initiated communication is at least one of an
electronic message communication and a voice communication.

33. The system of Claim 25, wherein the data related to the event that is displayed on
the computing device includes a map for the event.

34. The system of Claim 33, wherein a location of one or more points of interest
related to the event is indicated in the map.

35. The system of Claim 33, wherein a location of one or more contacts of the group

is indicated in the map.
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36. The system of Claim 35, wherein the location of the one or more contacts is
obtained from a location based service.

37. The system of Claim 33, wherein the map is obtained from an external data
source.

38. The system of Claim 25, wherein an alert issued by the computing device to
remind a contact that event data is being updated.

39. The system of Claim 25, wherein event data is updated after the event occurs by at
least one of an external source and the at least one contact of the group.

40. A computer-readable medium having a computer-executable component for
enabling a group of contacts to coordinate with each other during an event, the computer-
executable component comprising:

an event coordination component operative to:

obtain data related to an event of interest to the group of contacts as the
event occurs; and

generate a user interface including said data for display on a computing
device associated with a contact of the group, wherein the user interface is a
top level user interface displayed on the computing device during the event,
and wherein the user interface is updated during the event as data related to
the event is obtained.

41. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the data related to the event
is obtained from one or more contacts of the group.

42. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the data related to the event
is obtained from one or more external sources.

43. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the event coordination
component is further operative to cease generating the user interface after at least one of
completion of the event and an indication that the contact associated with the computing
device is not interested in the event.

44. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the group of contacts is

selected by a contact of the group who originated the event of interest.
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45. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the group of contacts is
automatically selected.

46. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the user interface includes
at least one selectable control for initiating communication with one or more other contacts in
the group during the event.

47. The computer-readable medium of Claim 46, wherein the initiated
communication is at least one of an electronic message communication and a voice
communication.

48. The computer-readable medium of Claim 40, wherein the data related to the event
includes a map for the event including a location of one or more points of interest related to
the event and a location of one or more contacts of the group.

49. The computer-readable medium of Claim 48, wherein the location of the one or
more contacts and the one or more points of interest are obtained from a location based

service.
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