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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MARRW. HARRINGTON, 

residing at Ann Harbor, Michigan, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Book-Supports for Shelves, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to an improved book 

Support for sheives, designed to be used when 
the shelf is only partially filled with books, 
and in order to maintain the books in an up 
right position, and the object of my invention 
is to provide a support which shall be self. 
clamping upon the shelf and adapted to shelves 
of varying thicknesses. 

In the accompanying drawings, which illus 
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view showing the support applied to a shelf 
partially filled with books. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of the support detached. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation of the support applied to 
a thinner shelf than that shown in Fig. 1, de 
signed to illustrate the position which the sup 
port will assume when applied to such thinner 
shelves. 
In said drawings, A represents the shelves, 

and B books placed thereon. The support it. 
self is composed of the body portion C, havin 
the foot c, intended to rest upon the top of the 
shelf when in use. 
D is a downwardly-projecting arm, which 

connects the body portion C with the longi 
tudinal arm E, which latter extends trans 
versely of the shelf and beneath the same, and 
provided with the clamping-bar F, which may, 
as shown, extend longitudinally of the shelf 
and transversely to the arm E. The bearing 
foot c. 

In construction the book-support may be 
cast in a single piece from suitable metal 
say brass or malleable iron; but it is obvious 
that the parts may be separately made and 
then secured together, and that wood or suit 
able material other than metal may be used. 
The body portion may be of any fanciful de 
sign, its requisite as to form being that it shall 
afford a bearing for the book against which it 
is placed sufficient to prevent its yielding un 
der the pressure of the row of books. The 
book-support is rendered self-clamping by so 
constructing it that the center of gravity is at 

one side of the center of rotation when the sup: 
port is applied to the shelf. Thus in the con 
struction shown the center of rotation will be 
a point intermediate of the point of contact of 55 
the bar F and the foot c, while the center of 
gravity is in front of said points, thus causing 
the body portion to fall forward and the points 
c and F to press, respectively, against the up 
per and lower surfaces of the shelf. This pe- 6th 
culiarity of construction adapts the support 
for use with shelves of varying thickness. The 
size of the opening to receive the edge of the 
shelf is determined by the vertical distance be 
tween the foot c and the bar F, and this open- 65 
ing should be large enough to admit the thick 
est shelves in general use, as the support will 
adapt itself to thinner shelves without any 
change of construction. To enable the support 
to rock forward when it is applied to a shelf io 
of less thickness than the vertical distance be 
tween the foot c and the bar F, and thereby 
clamp itself upon the shelf, the portion of the 
bracket in front of the foot c is arched up 
wardly, so that a clear space is left between the 75 
arm F and said arched portion of the bracket, 
as clearly shown in the drawings at G. As 
shown in the drawings, the bar F extends to 
a greater distance on one side of the arm E 
than the other. As the strain comes from the 
direction of the row of books, of course this 
long member of the bar F should be on the 
side next to the books. The purpose of the 
short arm of the bar F is to enable the device 
to maintain its upright position upon the shelf.85. 
should the book next to it be removed, and 
also while adjusting the support along the 
shelf. 

I claim 
1. A book-support for shelves, comprising 

in combination a body portion to support a 
book placed against it, a foot on said body 
portion adapted to press upon the upper Sur 
face of the shelf in use, an arm projecting from 
the body portion below said foot to permit the 
entrance of the edge of the shelf, and said body 
portion being arched or extended upwardly 
in front of said foot and above said arm, where 
by the support may rock forward and is made 
self-clamping upon the shelf, substantially as 
described. - 

2. A book-support for shelves, comprising 
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in combination a body portion to support a in front of said foot and above said arm, where- IO 
book placed against it, a foot on said body por- by the support may rock forward and is made 
tion adapted to press upon the upper surface self-clamping upon the shelf, substantially as 

h shelf in use, an arm projecting from the and for the purpose set forth. 
5 body portion below said foot to permit the 
entrance of the edge of the shelf and beyond MARK W. HARRINGTON. 
said foot, whereby the center of gravity is in Witnesses: 
front of the center of rotation, and said body FREDERICR. C. GooDWIN, 
portion being arched or extended upwardly E. L. HUBER. 

  


