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This invention relates to undergarments and
has particular reference to men’s undergarments
such as drawers.

The main objects of the present invention are

"to provide a garment of the type indicated having

snug and smooth-fitting characteristics together
with an arrangement wherein the crotch portion
of the garment.affords a mild but comfortable
body supporting effect; to provide a garment of
the type indicated having s front opening which
will tend to keep itself closed so as to maintain
the front portion of the garment in smooth, fit-
ting condition. .

In general, it is the object of the invention to
provide a garment of the type shown in my Patent
No. 2,019,140 with certain features of improve-
ment which enhance the commercial value of the
disclosed construction.

Other objects and advantages will be under-
stood by reference to the following specification
and accompanying drawing wherein there is il-
lustrated a garment embodying a selected form
of the invention.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a front elevation, and

Figures 2 and 3 are sections on the lines 2-—2
and 3—3, respectively, on Figure 1.

Referring now to the drawing, the garment
herein disclosed comprises a body portion 5 which
includes a front body portion 6 and a back body
portion 1, a crotch portion 8, an elastic waist band

9 and legs 10, 10.
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The waist band 9 is preferably made of a suit-
able grade .of elastic webbing embodying elastic
rubber strands which tend to resist stretching of
the waist band. The diameter of the waist band
is selected so that for a given size of garment,
the walist band will be stretched sufficiently when
the garment is worn to afford a desirable grip-
ping effect about the waist of the wearer.

The front and back body portions of the gar-
ment are preferably formed of knitted textile
material, the wales of which extend vertically of
the garment so that the material has but a
\imited ability to stretch vertically but consider-
able stretchability transversely. i

The front portion of the garment may be
formed of one or more pieces and in this in-
stance it is formed of a generally rectangular
part 9, and a generally triangular part 18, these
two parts being united near their upper edges ap-
proximately centrally of the front of the garment
as indicated at l. The front of the garment
also includes a portion 12 which may be sepa- .
rate from or integral with the crotch portion 8,

, Kenosha, Wis., a corpo-

0, 1938, Serial No. 232,505
(CL 2—234)

In this instance the front portion 12 is shown
as being integral with the crotch portion 8 and
having its upper end pointed so that one edge
meets an adjacent lower edge portion of the tri-
-angular front part (0 to which it is suitably se-
cured as indicated at 13, 'The front garment por-
tion 12 and the crotch portion 8 are preferably
formed of two plies of material so as to provide
increased strength through the crotch portion of
the garment.

The seam portions indicated at I and 13 are
preferably covered and reinforced by a tape ele-~
ment 14 which provides a desirable finished ap-
pearance ‘to the front of the garment. The tape
portion 14 may be of knitted textile material and
in any event of such material or so arranged that
it is relatively inextensible longitudinally. By
this means, the tape element 14 serves to trans-
mit certain downward forces on the garment to
the waist band thereof, so that the lower por-
tions of the garment, particularly the crotch por-
tion, are supported more or less directly from the
waist band. It will be understood that the tape
element 14 is not essential since the wales of
the upper body portions of the garment extend
vertically so that said upper portions are not
substantially stretchable. Also, the joining to-
gether of the parts as indicated along seams in-
dicated Il and 13 serves to produce a reinforce-
ment which resists stretching, The employment
of the tape is, however, preferable if for no other
reason than one of improved appearance.

The rectangular front part 9 has its lower end
portion extended béyond the slanting free edge
15 of the front part 12 and it terminates in g
free edge as indicated at 16, which is approxi-
mately parallel to the said free edge 15. The
relatively overlapping parts of the ‘garment por-
tions 9 and 12 are united along the seam 13 and
also along a portion of a seam 71 which unites
the leg 10 of the garment to the body thereof.
Another seam {8, similar to the seam 17, unites
the other leg 10 to the body of the garment.

Of the free edges 15 and 16, the lower one, i. e,
the edge 16, may be bound or finished with a strip
of tape formed of knitted textile material of the
same character as is employed in the main por-
tions of the garment. Said edge 16, however, need
not be bound-except sufficiently to eliminate a
rough or unfinished edge. The uppermost of
said free edges, namelylthe edge 15, is preferably
bound with an elastic tape element 19 which
contains a sufficient number of elastic rubber or
rubber-like strands to adequately resist stretch-
ing of said free edge 5. Said elastic tape ele-
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ment is secured along its length fo said free edge
i15 and it is also secured at its ends in said seam
portions 13 and 11,

The provision of the elastic tape {9 serves to
prevent permanent stretching of the lapping gar-
ment portion to which it is applied. It will be
understood that in the absence of such an elastic
tape element or its equivalent, the knitted textile
material has a normal tendency to resist stretch-
ing but that such resistance is relatively weak and
after repeated stretching tends to take a set in
stretched condition, wherein it permits the open-
ing formed between the overlapping portions to
gap. Such gapping, in a garment constructed
as herein shown, does not impair the comfort
characteristics of the garment but it obviously
tends to unsightliness. The provision of the
elastic element prevents the occurrence of such
permanently stretched condition. In certain
other garments wherein the arrangement of the

poverlapping parts is reversed so that the upper-

most of the free edges is on the inside, the main-
tenance of such free edge in taut, closed posi-
tion, is even more impoﬁtant in that it has a
more direct relationship to the snug, body-fitting
character of the garment.

To further improve the body-fitting character-
istics of the garment, the forward, upwardly ex-
tending portion 20 of the crotch portion 8 is
fulled or given a pouch effect by gathering the
side edges of said portions as indicated at 2I.

The gathers may be secured as an incident to the -

formation of the seams {1 and 18, so that there
is no material increase in the cost of production
incident to the provision of said gathers.

The crotch portion 8 which extends trans-
versely from front to rear of the garment may be
formed integral with the back portion of the gar-
ment or it may terminate at a suitable point as
indicated in dotted lines at 22 which may repre-
sent a seam between the rear end of the crotch
portion and a generally triangular back body
portion, the side edges of which are substantially
in register with the seams IT and (8. The said
seams T and I8 are preferably so formed that
they have a tendency to prevent stretching of the

garment portion adjacent said seams or to rein-.

force the adjacent garment portions against such
stretching so that said seams have the effect of
transmitting downward forces on the crotch por-
tion 8 more or less directly to the waist band of
the garment, :

The proportions of the front and back bod
portions of the garment are preferably such that
the seams {71 and 18 approximately coincide with
the groins of the wearer. This arrangement adds
considerable to the comfort characteristic of the
garment. The legs 10 thereof are preferably of
such size that they fit the legs snugly and their
lower ends may be suitably finished by seaming
or other well known means. )

The described structure may be changed in nu-

merous ways, including the cut of the various.

parts and the number of pieces employed, the
location and angle of the front opening, and the
arrangement for providing it, and other changes
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion, the scope of which should be determined by

reference to the following claims, the same being .

construed as broadly as possible consistent with
the state of the art.
Iclaim:

2,232,950

1. An undergarment made from knitted ma-
terial comprising a front panel tapering down-
wardly and terminating in a narrowed crotch por-
tion of extra length and having the wales thereof
extending in substantially the vertical direction,
the side edges of said crotch portion extending
in a direction substantially parallel to the direc-
tion of the wales of the goods thereof, a pair of
side panels each being made of material having its
wales extending in substantially the vertical di-
rection and each provided with a front edge ex-
tending at an angle across the wales of the goods
thereof whereby said edges are stretchable prior
to the same being sewn, said edges of said side
panels being secured by substantially inextensible
seams to the edges of said front panels includ-
ing the edges of the crotch portion thereof, the
edges of the crotch portion being gathered or
fulled during the formation of said seams to an
extent to take up the extra length of said crotch
portion and to provide a supporting pouch in
the lower front of said garment.

2. An undergarment made from knitted ma-
terial comprising a front panel tapering down-
wardly and terminating in a narrowed crotch por-
tion of extra length and having the wales thereof
extending in substantially the vertical direction,
the side edges of said crotch portion extending in
a direction substantially parallel to the direction
of the wales of the goods thereof, a pair of side
panels each having 4 body portion and an integral
tubular leg made of material having its wales
extending in substantially the vertical direction,
and each also having a front edge extending at an
angle across the wales of the goods thereof where-
by said edges are stretchable prior to the same
being sewn, said last named edges being secured
by substantially inextensible seams to the edges of
said front panel including the edges of said crotch
portion thereof, said crotch portion being gathered
or fulled during the formation of said seams to
an extent to take up the extra length of said
crotch portion and to provide a supporting pouch
in the lower front of said garment, and the gar-
ment further having the inner sides of said fubu-
lar legs extending downwardly from said crotch
portion.

3. An undergarment made of knitted material
comprising front and back body portions, an elas-
tic waist band, and a crotch portion, said crotch
portion being formed of material having its wales
extending in substantially the vertical direction
and having a front end exfension lapping a por-
tion of the front end of the garment and provided
with an angularly disposed edge, said angularly
disposed edge being united to said lapped portion
of the front of the garment at spaced points to
form, in effect, a fly-closed opening in the front
of the garment and means connecting said crotch
portion to said waist band to support the crotch
portion from said waist band including an elas-
tic member secured to the angularly disposed
edge of said crotch portion, said elastic member
having sufficient resistance to stretching to serve
as a support for said crotch portion during nor-
mal use of said garment and having sufficient
elasticity to resist permanent elongation and con-
sequent sagging of the angularly disposed edge of
said crotch portion, under the superior stretch-
ing forces exerted by the wearer during the use of
said fly opening.

ARTHUR R. KNEIBLER.
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