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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 731,084, dated June 16, 1903. 
Application filed October 22, 1902, Serial No. 128,337, (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: . be permanently fastened in place. To the 
Beit known that I, JOHN RABY FRETWELL, base-plate is secured a segmental clamping 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Cedar City, in the county of Iron and State of 
Utah, have invented a new and useful Com 
bined Can-Opener and Fruit-Jar Clamp, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The principal object of the invention is to 

provide an improved form of can-opener of 
simple and economical construction which 
may be employed for opening cans of any size 
and which may also be used as a holding 
clamp for fruit-jars or the like when the 
screw-caps are to be placed in position or re 
moved therefrom. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a cam-opener which may be quickly ad 
justed for the reception of cans of any size 
and in which a pair of cutting-blades are em 
ployed for the purpose of making either a 
horizontal or a vertical cut at the will of the 
operator. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in the novel construction 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter de 
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, and particularly pointed out in the 
claims, it being understood that various 
changes in the form, proportions, size, and 
minor details of the structure may be made 
without departing from the spirit or sacrific 
ing any of the advantages of the invention. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view a can-opener constructed 
in accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is 
alongitudinal sectional elevation of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of a portion 
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of the adjustable knife-carrier. Fig. 4 is a 
similar view of the adjustable block for con 
necting the centering-bar to the supporting 
post. - . . . . 

Similar numerals of reference are employed 
to indicate corresponding parts throughout 
the several figures of the drawings. 
The various members of the can-opener are 

supported by a base-plate 1, having a depend 
ing bracket or arm 2, provided with a thread 
ed opening for the passage of a clamping 
screw 3, by which the device may be secured 
in position on a table or other support, and if 
necessary securing-screws may be passed 
through the base-plate if the can-opener is to 

jaw 4 and a segmental plate 5, the latter being 
provided with a threaded opening for the re 
ception of the adjusting-screw 6 and being 
further provided with suitable openings for 
the passage of guide-rods 7. The inner end of 
the screw 6 is swiveled to a movable clamp 
ing-jaw8 of a shape similar to that of the fixed 
jaw 4, and the inner ends of the guide-rods 7 
are permanently secured to said movable jaw 
and act in connection with the screw to prop 
erly guide said movable jaw. The two plates 
which form the jaw members are curved in 
such manner as to enable them to receive and 
clamp upon cans of any ordinary size, and 
square or oblong cans may be secured in posi 
tion as well as the ordinary round can in com 
IlOllSe. 
To the base is secured a vertically-disposed 

post 10, having vertical ribs and grooves, said 
post being further held and supported by a 
lug 11, extending rearwardly on the fixed jaw 
member 4. The post is adapted for the re 
ception of a block 12, having a post-receiving 
opening of a shape corresponding to the con 
tour of the post, the ribs and grooves of the 
post and block interfitting and preventing 
rotary movement of said block when clamped 
in place by the screw 13, adapted to a thread 
ed opening 13' in the block, while adjust 
ment is permitted by releasing the screw and 
turning the block in any desired position of 
circumferential adjustment. The blockis fur 

the reception of a centering-bar 15, which may 
be freely adjusted and then locked in adjusted 
position by a set-screw 16. The centering 
bar is provided with a depending rod 17, hav 
ing a lower head 18, which may be moved into 
contact with the center of the top of the can 
without regard to the shape or size of said 
can, the post and block permitting vertical 
movement to any extent to accommodate 
cans of different height, while the horizontal 
adjustment of the bar 15 permits the use of 
the device in connection with cans of any 
diameter. 
On the depending rod 17 is pivoted the in 

ner end of a rectangular bar 19, the rod being 
of sufficient length to permit limited vertical 
movement of said bar. On the bar 19 is 

55 

tud 

75 

ther provided with an angular opening 14 for 

95 

OO 

  



o 

25 

35 

4) 

4. 

50 

55 

g2 

mounted a longitudinally-adjustable knife 
carrying sleeve 20 of a contour corresponding 
to that of the bar and provided with an oper 
atting-handle 21. The sleeve 20 is freely ad 
justable longitudinally of the bar 19 and 
may be locked in any desired position by the 
Set-screw 23. 
24 and 25, which may be secured to the sleeve 
by one or more screws or rivets, securing 
screws being preferably employed in order 
that a broken or dull blade may be readily 
removed and replaced. At the outer end of 
the centering-bar 15 is a depending hook 27, 
adapted for the support of the knife-carrying 

5 handle when the device is not in use. 
In operation a can is placed between the 

fixed and movable jaws and the latter is 
forced against the can by a screw 6, the 
threads of the latter being preferably of quick 
pitch in order that the can may be quickly 

The block 12 is then low 
ered and the centering-bar 15 is adjusted 
longitudinally until the head 18 of the de 
pending rod 17 is in contact with or immedi 

If the 
can is to be decapitated the horizontal knife: 
25 is thrust through the side of the can by 
sliding the handled knife-carrying sleeve in 

secured in place. 

ately above the center of the can-top. 

wardly until the blade is fully entered. The 
operation is generally started at a point close 
to one side of the post 10, the vertical seam 
in the side of the can being placed adjacent 
to the post, so that the cutting-knife may be 
freely turned around to the opposite side of 
the can without necessitating the cutting of 
the overlapping seam portion. If the crown 
is to be cut out of a can, the vertical knife 
24 is used, the rod 17 permitting sufficient 
vertical movement of the rod and knife-car 
rying sleeve to permit the entrance of the 
knife into the top of the can. 
The device may be employed for opening 

cans of any size or shape within the limits of 
the apparatus, and by properly manipulating 
the knife-carrying sleeve a square can may be 
decapitated. 
ing the operation of placing the screw-caps 
of fruit-jars on the tops of heated jars or the 
removal of the caps. When used as a fruit 
jar clamp, the block 12 is removed from the 
post and a piece of cloth or other material is 
placed within the jaws to prevent the break 

The ing of the jar as the ja:WS close thereon. 
jar may be firmly clamped in position and the 
cap screwed on or off with but little difficulty. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is 

1. The combination in a can-opener, of the 
fixed and movable can-clamping jaws, a ver 
tically-disposed supporting-post, a block car 
ried thereby and adjustable vertically of the 
post, an adjustable centering-bar carried by 

The sleeve carries two knives 

centering-bar to said block, a depending rod 

The device is also useful dur 

781,034. 

said block, a cutter-bar having a pivoted con 
nection with the inner end of said centering 
bar, and a handled cutting-knife adjustable 
longitudinally of said cutter-bar. 

2. The combination in a can-opener, of the 
can-clamping jaws, a grooved post, a block 
on the post and adjustable with respect to the 
post, an adjustable centering-bar carried by 
the block, and provided at its inner end with 
a vertically-arranged pivot-rod, a cutter-bar 
pivoted on said rod, a handled sleeve carried 
by and adjustable longitudinally of the cut 
ter-bar, and a cutting-knife carried by said 
sleeve. . . . 

3. The combination in a can-opener, of the 
can-clamping jaws, a vertical post, a verti 
cally-adjustable block carried by the post, a 
centering-bar carried by and adjustable with 
respect to the block, means for locking the 

carried by the centering-bar and having a 
lower head adapted for contact with the cen 
ter of the can-top, a bar pivoted on said rod, 
a handled sleeve adjustable on the bar, and 
a pair of cutting-knives carried by the sleeve 
and disposed at an angle to each other. 

4. The combination in a can-opener, of the 
clamping-jaws, a vertically-disposed post, a 
block carried by and adjustable on the post, 
means for locking the block in adjusted po 
sition, a centering-bar carried by the block, a 
depending rod disposed at the inner end of 
the centering-rod and having a lower head 
adapted for contact with the center of the 
can-top, an angular bar pivoted on the rod 
and movable vertically with respect thereto, 
a handled knife-carrying sleeve adjustable 
horizontally on said bar, means for locking 
the sleeve in adjusted position, and a sup 
porting-hook carried by the end of the center 
ing-bar and adapted to receive the handle. , 

5. The combination with the base, of a fixed 
segmental jaw, a movable segmental jaw, a 
curved plate secured to the base and provided 
with guiding - openings, pins secured to the 
movable jaw and extending through said 
guiding - openings, a screw swiveled to the 
movable jaw and adapted to a threaded open 
ing in said plate, a vertical post rising from 
the base-plate and partly supported by the 
fixed jaw, a block adjustable vertically on 
said post, a set-screw forlocking said blockin 
position, a centering-bar carried by the block 
and having at its rear end a dependent pivot 
rod, and a cutter-bar pivoted on said rod. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own. I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN RABY FRETWELL. 
Witnesses: 

B. F. KNELL, 
JAMES THORNTON. 
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