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T all whom it may congernz, - .-
Be it known that I, Appin CHADWICK, a
citizen. of the, United. States, residing .at

South Gardner, in the county of Worcester,

and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and useful Shoestring-Retainer, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a device for use
in preventing the untying of the bow of a
shoe string and the principal objects thereof
are to provide a device of this character of a
simple and inexpensive construction, capable
of Teceiving any desired degree or kind of
ornamentation, and easily put into place and
removed. :

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings in which—

Tigure 1 is a plan of a shoe with a pre-
ferred embodiment of this invention applied
thereto; Fig. 2 is a central vertical sectional
view of the same, slightly enlarged; Fig. 3

is a side elevation of the retainer; and TFig. 4-

is a plan of the same with the ornamenting
plate removed.

Referring to the drawings, the invention
is shown in a form in which the retainer
comprises two main parts, a rear member @
and a front plate b. The rear member is
made in the form of a plate of any desired
kind of material, preferably metal, suffi-
ciently solid and’ stiff to enable it to be
pushed under the shoe string and to furnish
2 solid base for holding the rest of the de-
vice. The plate b is of resilient material,
preferably sheet metal and is secured to the
end of the plate @ in such a way that it nor-
mally tends to assume the position shown in
dotted lines in Fig. 8. This plate b is pro-
vided with a retaining projection b” prefer-
ably integral with it and extending to a
position beyond the edge of the plate a.
Tn the present case the whole plate has suffi-
cient resiliency to permit of pressing the
projecting end b’ over the edge of the plate
a, simply by pressure toward the plate a.
When pressed over in this manner it re-
mains locked in position and will not easily
become loosened by ordinary wear. How-
ever, when it is desired to remove it, 1t can
be pulled back very readily. But T prefer
to use a lever d which can be turned slightly
to force the projection 0’ away from the
plate @ and thus allow it to spring back by
its own resiliency. In order that the plate b
may firmly secure the knot of the string it is
provided with sharp projections 5% These

may be, forried in any degired way. but, as

shown in this instance, are formed by in-
Jtegral prongs of, the metal punched. down

.and. sharp at their ends.

" Tt will be noticed that the top of the plate
b is shown as flat and on this is a third plate
¢ which may serve two purposes. In the
first place it is designed to be made of more
valuable material than the rest of the device
and to receive any desired kind of ornamen-
tation. Furthermore, as shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 4, it preferably projects at its
sides beyond the plate & so as to furnish
convenient projecting ends on each side for
use in manipulating the device,

In the use of the article it is opened and
the plate ¢ is forced from below up under
the bow of the shoe string. Then the plate
b is forced back against it until the projee-
tion &’ springs over the end of the plate a.
In doing this some or all of the prongs 52
engage or enter the material of the shoe
string and thus prevent its working loose
under the plate 0.

It will be seen that this device made in
any form within the scope of this invention,
is readily adapted to receive ornamentation
of many kinds and to serve as an ornamental
article. It will be seen also that the orna-
menting plate itself serves additional func-
tions as it can be used for handling the de-
vice when not in use and for adjusting it
into proper position, and-also it can be used
in securing it in place and attaching it.
This form also has another advantage in
that when used in the manner specified with
the catch at the top a person who has diffi-
culty in reaching the foot can detach it by
pressure only and does mot have to guide
the parts into particular relation with each
other or unfasten any complicated fastening
devices, and can apply it with almost equal
facility. The prongs are an important fea-
ture because although the device can be held
on the shoe string by pressure alone, yet
with the prongs it is of universal applica-
tion to the extent that it can be used with
shoe strings of any desired thickness and
material. ,

Although T have shown and described
only one form of the invention, I am aware
of the fact that many modifications can be
made therein by any person skilled in the
art without departing from the scope of the
invention as expressed in the claim, there-
fore I do not wish to be limited to all the
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- described, but - - .. - - back and releasing said resilient plate.
What I do claim is:— ' In testimony whereof T have hereunto set
- As' . an article of manufacture, 3 shoe my hand, in the presence of two subscribing
- 5 string retainer ~comprising a member witnesses.
- adapted. to be pushed under a shoe string

details of construction herein shown and ber, and a lever for forcing said projection

N 4
bow, a resilient plate secured thereto at one ABBIE CHADWICK.
edge and -adapted to fly back therefrom by  Witnesses:
its own resiliency and having a projection Franx B. Epcru,

10 for engaging under the edge of said mem- - JoraN A. Barnzs. |

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
o ’ ' Washington, D. C.”




