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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ADELARD F. MARTEL, OF BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR. To JAMES A. 

GRANT, OF BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA. 

MAIL-BOX. 

1,364,126. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 4, 1921. 
Application filed February 7, 1916, serial No. 76,554. Renewed May 19, 1920, serial No. 382,684. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ADELARD F. MARTEL, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Burlingame, county of San Mateo, State of 
California, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Mail-Boxes, whereof 
the following is a specification. . . . 

This invention relates to mail boxes, such 
as are used at street corners and public 
buildings for receiving mails. ' 

In the present invention I pivot the re 
ceiving member below its top, so that, as 
the bottom swings outward to discharge its 
contents, the top will swing inward and 
close a swinging receiving chute. Also the 
act of swinging the bottom outward will 
open the mail bag, which has been previ 
ously hung in position, upon hooks, pro 
vided for the purpose. And this act of 
swinging the bottom outward may be ac 
complished by pulling upon the key, which 
has been previously inserted in the key hole, 
and given a quarter turn, to unlock the box. 
Furthermore the lock is so arranged that 
the tumbler case may be removed and sub 
stituted by another, thus changing the con 
trol of the box without disturbing its other 
parts. 

in the accompanying two sheets of draw 
ing I have illustrated a box containing the 
invention in what I consider its best form. 
Other features, than those named above, be 
ing shown and hereinafter described. 

Figure 1 is a perspective elevation of a 
box, closed and ready for the reception of 
mail. 

Fig. 2 is a partial cross section showing 
the locking means. 

Fig. 3 is a section at right angles to Fig. 
2 and at one end thereof and shows the de 
tail of the corner of the box, and the lock 
ing bolt. 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section through the 
middle of the box, the box being closed, but 
the key inserted, and the mail bag hung in 
position to receive the contents. 

Fig. 5 is the same, but with box open. 
The mail in the box has been omitted for 

greater clearness of the figures. 
In these figures:-1 is the outer casing or 

member of the box, provided with the hood 
2, and the flap 3, which pulls outward by 
the usual handle 4, to permit the insertion 
of a letter. 

5 is the interior receptacle, or receiving 

member, pivoted in the outer casing, as will 
be presently described. 

6 is an overhanging plate, which serves 
the double purpose of shedding water away 
from the lock, and from a bag upon the 
hooks, and of a stop to limit the outer swing 
of the receptacle 5 
further on. 

7 are hooks at the bottom of the outer cas 
ing 1, and 8 are similar hooks upon the bot 
tom of the inner receptacle 5, upon which 
hooks the mail bag is hung, when the box is 
to be emptied. 
The receptacle 5 is pivoted at a point be 

low its top and forward of its middle line, 
by the pivots 9, so that when released it will 
tend to Swing outward by its own weight 
and the weight of its contents. The pivots 
9 may pass through the sides of the recep 
tacle 5, and through the sides of the casing 
1 and the reinforcement formed by the side 
flaps of the overhang 6. 

as will be explained 

The outward Swing of the receptacle is 
limited by the overhang 6, as is clearly 
shown in Fig. 5, and may be further limited 
by stops 10 upon the inner surface of the 
sides of the casing 1, projecting into slots 
11, in the sides of the receptacle. 
The bottom of the receptacle 5 is formed 

by a downward Swinging door 12, hinged 
at the back. This door is maintained in its 
closed relation by the bottom 13, of the 
outer casing 1, when the receptacle is in its 
closed position, as seen in Fig. 4, but, when 
the receptacle swings outward, as seen in 
Fig. 5, the door 12 drops down and permits 
the contents of the receptacle to chute over 
it into the bag below. 

14 represents a mail bag, or carriers' car 
lying bag, which is hung upon the hooks 7 
and S, as seen in Figs. 4 and 5, before the 
receptacle 5 is opened. The opening of the 
receptacle spreads the mouth of the bag 14. 
and at the same time the contents of the box 
drop into it. Upon the closing of the re 
ceptacle again, the bag is also automatically 
closed, so that the mail matter is at no time 
exposed, but is always completely inclosed 
and protected. 

In the hood 2, at the top of the casing 1, 
is pivoted the hood closing flap 3, and the 
receiving flap 15, which two parts with the 
sides 16 form a receiving chute, into which 
letters are dropped, when the receptacle is 
closed, and from which they are delivered 
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into the receptacle when the flap 3 returns 
to its normal position. When the receptacle 
5 is swung outward, as seen in Fig. 5, to dis 
charge its contents, the upp 
top pushes up the flap 15, so that nothing 
that might be dropped into the hood could 
fall into the box until the receptacle was 
again closed and ready to receive it. 
The locking mechanism of the box is com 

posed of two bolts 17 and 18, moving in 
guides 19, which may be made of angle and 
Z irons riveted to the inner face of the 
front of the receptacle 5. 

ends engage the inturned edges 21 of the 
outer casing, against which they latch. 
Near the middle of the box, each of the 
bolts 17, 18, is provided with a rod 22, pro 
jecting toward the other bolt, and adjacent 
to each other, so that a flat key, inserted 
between them, and turned, will withdraw 
the bolts from their engagement with the 
edges 21, and thus release the receptacle 
which may then open. The rods or pins 22 

5 may enter slots 23 in the bolts to which they 
are not fixed, thus serving as guides to 
maintain themselves and their respective 
bolts in their proper relation. The ends of 
the bolts are chamfered, as at 24, so that 
they are true latches. In order that the con 
tents of the box may not be tampered with 
by unauthorized parties, I apply a tumbler. 
case 25, with tumblers, to the key hole, so 
that only the proper key can open the box. 
26 is a stirrup strap to support the outer 
end of the tumbler case, which may be fas 
tened on the inner side of the receptacle. 

40 

Having thus described my invention, and 
an embodiment of it, in the full, clear and 
exact terms required by law, and knowing 
that it comprises novel, useful and valuable 
improvements in the art to which it 
tains, I here state that I do not wish to be 
limited to the precise construction and ar 

er edge of its 

- These bolts are 
pressed outward by springs 20, and their 

per 
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rangement of the several parts, as herein set 
forth, as the same may be variously modi 
fied by a skilled mechanic without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is the fol 
lowing, to wit:- 

1. A mail box comprising a casing pro 
vided with a movable receiving chute, piv 
oted thereon, as swinging receptacle within 
said casing adapted to move said chute in a 
closing position and to permit the same to 
be opened automatically. 

2. A mail box comprising an outer casing 
and an inner suspended swinging recepta 
cle, a swinging receiving chute pivoted to 
said outer casing and adapted to be closed 
by the swinging upper part of said inner 
receptacle. . . . . . . 

3. A mail box comprising a casing pro 
vided with a swinging receiving chute, piv 
oted thereon, a swinging receptacle within 
Said casing adapted to close said swinging 
chute and means for limiting the movements 
of said Swinging receiving chute and recep 
tacle. . . . . . . . . 

4. A mail box comprising a casing, a 
Swinging receiving chute pivotally mounted 
upon said casing and a Swinging receptacle 
within said casing adapted to close said re 
ceiving chute. . 

5. A mail box comprising an outer casing 
and an inner swinging receptacle, a receiv 
ing chute movably mounted on said outer 
casing and adapted to be closed by the 
Swinging movements of said receptacle. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

have hereto set my hand in the presence of 
two witnesses, this first day of February, 
196. x 

ADELARD F. MARTEL. 
Witnesses: - 

CHAs. A. MARTEL, 
WM. S. BATEs. 
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