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To all whom, it may C06247, 
Beit known that I, ERASTUs E. WINKLEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Lynn, in the county of Essex and State of 
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assachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Golf Ap 
paratus; and Idohereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
The present invention relates to apparatus 

employed in connection with a game of golf 
and more particularly to apparatus of this 
character intended to facilitate the practice 
of golf either in or out of doors. . 

ne object of the present invention is to 
provide a golf cage or receptacle intended 
to receive a driven golf ball which is rela 
tively compact in its construction and at 
the same time capable of withstanding the 
impact of a golf ball travelling at high 
speed without causing any substantial re 
bound of the ball. 
With this object in view, one feature of the 

invention contemplates the provision of a 
flexible receiving bag open at the front end 
and having one or more wings, the upper 
edges of which slope rearwardly and up 
wardly in substantially the line of flight of 
the club head after hitting the ball. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a golf cage or receptacle which may 
be readily collapsed and packed into a small 
compass when not in use and which is ca 
pable of being set up for operation upon 
either a hard floor or soft turf without re 
quiring attachment to its support. 
With these objects in view, the several 

features of the invention consist in certain 
novel features of construction, combinations 
and arrangements of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, the advantages of which 
will be obvious to those skilled in the att 
from the following description: 
In the accompanying drawings illustrat 

ing the preferred form of the invention, 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 
the improved golf cage with the overhead 
canopy connected thereto: Fig. 2 is a side 
elevation of the cage with the overhead 
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canopy removed, and Fig. 3 is a front ele 
vation of the cage shown in Fig. 2. 
The illustrated embodiment of the inven 

tion shown in the drawings comprises essen 
tially a flexible bag or receptacle of suitable 
form which is held in distended position by 
a skeleton framework. The bag is held 
away from the frahne work in such a manner 
that it will always yield no matter what por 
tion of it a ball may strike against. The 
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bag is provided with forwardly extending 
wings which tend to catch a ball which 
might diverge before entering the main 
opening of the bag and these wings are pro 
vided with upper edges which slope rear 
wardly and upwardly to the top of the bag 
adjacent the opening. In the embodiment 
of the invention shown in the drawings, the 
upper edge of each wing is developed upon 
a curve which approximates the correct path 
which the club head should follow after hitting the ball. This path is indicated at 
“a” in dot and dash lines in Fig. 1. of the . 
drawings. It is common, especially among 
beginners, to pull the club head away from 
the correct path of movement after hitting 
the ball into the path shown at “b’ in Fig. 1. 
In this case, the club head will impact at 
the end of the stroke against the nearer 
wing, indicating to the player that the swing 
of the club was incorrect. 
This feature of construction, whereby a 
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guide is provided for indicating the proper 
path of movement of the club head, is of 85 
great importance as it indicates that the 
swing 
that the club head has hit the ball squarely. 
It is impossible, in "EY cases, to determine 
whether or not the ball has been hit cor 
rectly by noting the point at which the ball 

is wrong even though it may appear 

90 

strikes against the cage, due to the fact that . 
the flight of the ball must necessarily be. 
arrested in a comparatively short distance 
and generally before it has started the turn 
ing movement due to the twist impared by 
the pulling away of the club head on the 
wrong arc. It is, of course, obvious that 
one of the wings, more particularly the wing 
which is adjacent the player, might be dis 
pensed with and a cord or other indication 
be employed as a guide for noting whether 
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or not the swing of the club is correctly 
made. . . 
In the embodiment of the invention shown 

in the drawings, the open front bag is held 
in position by a pair of horizontal struts ex 
tending throughout the length of the bag 
and inclined struts extending upwardly and 
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forwardly from the rear ends of the hori 
zontal struts to support the upper end of the 
bag. These struts are connected to one an 
other and to the bag in such a manner that 
the bag Inay be readily detached and the 
supporting frame collapsed whenever de 
sired. 
As shown in the drawings, a fabric bag 

is indicated at 10 and is closed upon all sides 
except the front. The bag is provided with 
forwardly extending parallel wings 11 and 
12, the upper edges of which as indicated 
in Figs. 1 and 2 slope rearwardly and up 
wardly from the front to the top of the 
bag. These upper edges of the wings 11 
and 12 are preferably curved to conform to 
the correct path of movement of the club 
head after hitting a ball when positioned as 
shown in Fig. 1. If the correct path as 
shown at “a” is followed, the club head will 
travel substantially midway between the 
two wings, whereas if the club head is pulled 
away to develop a turning movement of 
the ball, it will follow the path indicated at 
“b” and eventually strike the wing 12. The 
supporting frame for the bag comprises 
horizontal struts 14 and 15 each of which 
consist of two short lengths of angle iron 16 
and 17 detachably connected together by a 
bolt and nut indicated at 18, or other suit 
able form of securing means. The rear ends 
of the horizontal struts are connected by a 
cross member 20 consisting of an angle iron 
which is rigidly connected to the inturned 
ends 21 of the angle irons 16 through bolts 
indicated at 22. Extending upwardly and 
forwardly from the rear ends of the hori 
Zontal struts 14 are diagonal supporting 
members 23 connected at their upper ends 
by parallel transverse members 24 and 25. 
These diagonal members are also detachably 
connected to the horizontal struts through 
bolts indicated at 27 and are held in inclined 
position by short bracing members 28 pivot 
ed to the diagonal members at 29 and de 
tachably secured to the horizontal struts 14 
by bolts indicated at 30. As will be evident, 
this supporting frame may be readily col 
lapsed by disengaging the bolts and swing 
ing the diagonal portion of the frame into 
the plane of the horizontal portion and at the 
same time disengaging the two sections 16 
and 17 of the horizontal struts. The flexi 
ble bag is connected to the supporting frame 
in such a manner as to maintain it distended, 
but without affording a solid backing for 
any point of the bag which will cause a ball 

to violently rebound. To this end, the 
edges of the bag are provided with a rein 
forcing cord 31 which may be provided with 
loops 31' at the forward corners for attach 
ment to securing pins 32 mounted in the 
front ends of the section 17. The upper ends 
of the bag are provided with short lengths 
of 'cord indicated at 33 which engage in 
notches 34 formed in arms 35 projecting 
forwardly from the upper ends of the diag 
onal members 23. These short lengths of 
cord are knotted at 35 to retain them in po 
sition within the notches 34 and hold the 
bag distended. The lower rear ends of the 
bag may be connected with some suitable 
form of tensioning mechanism as a threaded 
bolt and wing nut to stretch the bag 
hold the sides tightly. The bag is made of 
fabric sufficiently heavy to withstand the 
impact of the hardest driven ball and, ow 
ing to the fact that it is at all points spaced 
away from the supporting frame, will stop 
the ball and cause it to drop to the bottom. 
of the bag without substantial rebound. 

It will be observed that the ball is nor 
mally positioned preparatory to play just 
ahead or within a line connecting the two 
forward tips of the wings 11 and 12 and in 
this position the bag will receive and catch 
the ball independently of the direction which 
it may take after being hit, and at the same 
time there is ample movement for a full 
stroke of the club providing the swing is 
correctly taken. In order to afford a guide 
as to the location of the ball, indicating marks 
40 may be formed upon opposite sides of the 
horizontal struts 14 and 15 denoting the cor 
rect position in which the ball should be 
located. This will prevent an inexperienced 
player from positioning the ball so far for 
ward between the wings that the club head 
will hit the top of the bag at the end of the 
stroke. It will be observed from an in 
spection of Fig. 1 that the bottom of the 
bag is cut away to avoid the wear incident 
to the movement of the club head when hit 
ting the ball. 

It is desirable under certain conditions 
that Some indication be had as to the flight 
Of the ball and to this end a strip of paper 
41 is supported to hang downwardly from 
the upper edge of the bag. If the ball is 
correctly driven, it will pass through the 
strip of paper which is supported midway 
of the bag and the height at which the ball 
pierces the paper affords an indication of 
the probable distance which the ball will 
travel. In the illustrated embodiment of 
the invention, the strip of paper may be 
supported on a roll 42 which is journalled 
for rotation in brackets 43 supported be 
tween the two transverse members 24 and 
25. 
Under certain conditions, as when using 
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the cage indoors with a mashie or other club 
intended to lift the ball, it may be desirable 
to provide an overhead canopy in connection 
with the cage. To this end, a pair of verti 
cal standards 50 are shown as detachably 
secured at their lower ends to the horizon 
tal, and diagonal struts of the supporting 
frame. These standards carry a rectangu 
lar frame 52 extending forwardly there 
from over the top and part of the open end 
of the bag 10. Depending downwardly 
from the rectangular frame 52 are a series of 
lugs 54 which are adapted to loosely support - 
a flexible canopy indicated generally at 55. 
This canopy as shown in Fig.1 may be com 
posed of netting having a top portion 56 
and side and backportions 57. It is loosely 
connected to the depending lugs at the four 
corners of the top and has its lower corners 
weighted or connected with the supporting 
frame in any suitable manner. This canopy 
is intended to intercept the balls which, for 
one reason or another, would normally pass 
above the opening of the bag 10 and other 
wise not becaught. It is only intended for 
use under certain conditions of operation 
and normally the fabric bag 10 will be suf 
ficient to intercept and receive the ball un 
der any conditions which may prevail. 
While it is preferred to employ the specific 

construction and arrangement of parts 
shown and described, it will be understood 
that this construction and arrangement is 
not essential except so far as specified in the 
claims, and may be changed or modified 
without departing from the broader features 
of the invention. - 
The invention having been described, what 

is claimed is: . . . 
1. A golf cage comprising a flexible re 

ceiving bag open at the front end and hav 
ing forwardly extending wings, the upper 
edges of which slope rearwardly and up 
wardly in substantially the line of flight 
of the club head after hitting the ball and 
serving as a guide for determining the flight 
of the club head, and means for retaining 
the bag in distended position. 

2. A golf cage comprising a flexible re 
ceiving bag open at the front end, means 
for holding the bag in distended position, 
and a guide extending in direction of flight 
of the club head after hitting the ball rear 
wardly and upwardly to the top of the re 
ceiving bag. . - - 

3. A golf cage comprising a flexible re 
ceiving bag having an open front end and 
forwardly extending wings, the upper edges 
of which slope rearwardly and upwardly, a 
supporting frame for the bag and a flexible 
canopy overhanging the bag and connected 
with the supporting frame. 

4. A golf cage comprising a flexible re 
ceiving bag open at the front end, a frame 

for holding the bag in distended position, 
and guide members designed and located 
with respect to the bag in such a manner 
that the ball when teed upon a line connect 
ing the guide members may be driven into 
the bag without causing the club head to 
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hit the bag or frame work after impact of 
the ball. 

5. A golf cage comprising a rigid support 
ing frame, an open front flexible bag, and 
means for connecting the bag to the frame 
constructed and arranged to hold the walls 
of the bag in spaced relation to the frame 
to prevent rebound of a ball impinging 
against the bag. ? 
6. A golf cage comprising a flexible bag 

having an open front end and a back wall 
inclined downwardly and rearwardly, and 
means for supporting the bag in distended position, comprising two skeleton frames 
connected together at the rear end and in 
clined with relation to one another, and 
adapted to support the bag in the acute an 
gle formed between the frames. 

7. A golf cage comprising two frames piv 
oted together at one end and inclined with 
relation to one another at an acute angle, 
and an open front flexible bag received in 
the angle formed between the frames and connected loosely thereto. 

8. A golf cage comprising two supporting 
frames inclined with relation to one another, 
an open front flexible bag received in the an 

ormed between the frames, and means le 
E. connecting the bag to the frames adapted 
to hold the walls of the bag in spaced rela tion to the frames. 

9. A golf cage comprising a horizontal 
supporting frame, a diagonal supportin 
frame connected to one end of the horizonta 
frame, arms extending forwardly from the 
upper portion of the diagonal frame, a flexi 
ble bag supported between the frames, con 
nections between the lower corners of the 
bag and the horizontal frame, and connec 
tions between the upper corners of the bag 
and the forwardly extending arms. 

10. A golf cage comprising a flexible bag 
open at the front and having substantial 
triangular sides, a supporting frame for 
holding the bag in distended position and a 
strip of paper, depending from the upper 
edge of the bag into the open front substan 
tially midway between the sides. . . . . 

11. A golf cage comprising a flexible re 
ceiving bag open at the front end, a support 
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ing frame comprising horizontal and diago 
nal struts between which the bag is received 
and held distended, -vertical standards con 
nected to the supporting frame, a rectangu 
lar frame connected to the vertical standards 
and over-hanging the bag, and a flexible 25 

canopy loosely connected to the rectangular 
frame. 



12. A golf cage comprising a horizontal 
frame consisting of two parallel struts each . 
made in two sections, a diagonal frame piv 
otally connected to the rear end of the hori 

5 Zontal frame, a bracing member for support 
ing the diagonal frame in inclined relation 
with respect to the horizontal frame, means 
for detachably connecting the bracing mem 
ber to the horizontal frame, and a flexible 
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bag open at the front end and received in 10 
the angle formed between the frames. 

13. A golf cage comprising a fabric bag 
having an inclinéd back portion, forwardly. 
extending side walls, a cut away bottom por 
tion, and a frame for supporting the bag in 15 
distended position. . 

ERASTUS E. WINKLEY. 


