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To all auhon, it mal/ concer'72: 
Beit known that I, JAMESHALL FOLLIOTT, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Port Clinton, in the county of Ottawa and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Mower and Reaper 
Guards; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description of 
the invention, which will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, which form a part of 
this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved guard or finger for reaper's or mowers, 
showing the lower edges of the slot as plain 
cutting-edges. Fig. 2 is a top view of the 
Same, showing the lower as well as the upper 
edges of the slot serrated. Fig. 3 is a similar 
view of a portion of a finger-bar and cutter 
bar, showing my improved fingers or guards 
applied; and Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view 
on line aca, Fig. 2. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts in all the figures. 
My invention has relation to guards or fin 

gers for reapers or mowers; and it consists in 
the improved construction and combination 
of parts of the same, as hercinafter more fully 
described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A. 
indicates the finger-bar, and B is the cutter 
bar, having the cutter-blades C, which may be 
of any desired construction. 
The fingers D are secured to the finger-bar 

in any suitable manner, and have the forward 
portion formed in the shape of a triangle, hav 
ing the acute angle pointing forward. The 
under side of each finger is beveled at the sides 
H toward the edges E, as more plainly seen in 
Fig. 4, and the edges E are ground to form 
either a serrated or a plain cutting-edge, to 
operate in conjunction with the cutting-edges 
of the reciprocating cutter-blades, which re 
ciprocate under the rearwardly-extending up 
per guard-plate, F. The edges of this rear 
Wardly-extending guard-plate are beveled or 
rounded toward the under side, and the edges 
are formed into rearwardly-pointing serra 

So tions G, which serrations extend over the 
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rounded edges to the top of the plate, thereby 
providing for catching, and holding against 
the action of the knives, the grass or grain, in 
whatever angle it may be when met by the 
guards. 
The edges of the body of the finger being 

beveled and sharpened, they will act in con 
junction with the cutter-blades, and the edges 
Will be continually sharpened by the wearing 
of the reciprocating cutter-blades lic the - 
upper side of the body of the finger, so that 
they will need no other sharpening than the 
sharpening they receive during their opera 
tion, and the serrated edges of the upper guard 
plate will retain the grain or grass and pre 
vent it from tilting forward, and thus escape 
being cut, the serrations allowing the grass or 
grain to enter between the fingers, but pre 
venting it with their rearwardly-facing shoul 
ders from being tilted forward. . Moreover, 7o 
the serrations on the upper guard-plate ex 
tending over the rounded edges thereof to the 
top of said plate, to hold the lodged or tangled 
grass or grain from working off the guards 
before being cut, give to my device great ad 
vantage over those guards heretofore con 
structed, in which the edges of both upper 
and lower plates are provided with vertically 
cut serrations that extend merely across the 
edges of said plates, and not over the rounded 8o 
edges of the upper plate, and therefore pro 
duce a guard which is able to catch and hold 
only the perfectly-standing grass or grain. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the 
United States 

1. A guard or finger for a reaper or mower, 
consisting of a triangular body having the acute 
angle projecting forward, and having a rear 
wardly-extending upper guard-plate formed 
with side edges beveled or rounded from the 
upper side, and with rearwardly-pointing ser 
rations extending over the beveled or rounded 
edges to the upper side of the plate, as and for 
the purpose shown and set forth. 

2. A guard or finger for a reaper or mower, 
consisting of a triargular body having the 
acute angle projecting forward, and having the 
under side of the body beveled toward the side 
edges, which are formed into serrated cutting- Ico 
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edges, and provided with arearwardly-extend- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
ing guard-plate formed with side edges beveled my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 
or rounded from the upper side, and formed in presence of two witnesses. 
with serrations pointing rearward and extend- JAMES HALL FOLLIOTT. 

5 ing over the beveled or rounded edges to the Witnesses: 
top of the guard-plate, as and for the purpose W. S. FLAUGHER, 
shown and set forth. JOHN W. MIZENER. 

  


