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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 395,340, dated January 1, 1889.
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Te all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, WriLt.iaMm McWILLIE, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Can-
ton, in the county of Madison and State of
Mississippi, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Fortune-Telling Fans, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improved fortune-tell-
ing fan; and it consists in ecertain novel fea-
tures hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the fan closed, and Figs.
2 and 3 are side views looking at opposite
sides and showing the fan opened.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A A
designate the usual side sticks, which are con-
nected by the ordinary pivot-pin, B, as shown.

C ¢ designate the ribs, which are also con-
nected by the pivot-pin in the ordinary man-
ner, and D designates the folding web se-
cured on the ends of the ribs, and which has
its ends fastened to the ends of the side sticks,
as will be readily understood. On theopposite
sides or faces of the web T arrange on the fold-
ing portions of the same a series of verses,
mottoes, &e., suitable for foretelling the “for-
tune” or future of ladies and gentlemen, as
shown at E. On one side of the fan are ar-
ranged the verses for ladies, and on the oppo-
site side are arranged the verses for gentle-
men, and on the proper sides are printed,
stamped, or otherwise displayed the words
“Lady’s Tortune” and “Gentleman’s For-
tune,” accompanied by suitable fanciful de-
signs—such as hearts pierced by arrows, bows
and quivers, &e.—as shown at . The edges

of the inner wider portions of the ribs are
provided with notches H, as shown, the said

notehes increasing in length from one side of
the fan to the other, so as to display a portion
of the subjacent rib, and ‘on’ this displayed
portion T print numerals in successive order,
thus forming an index to the verses or for-
tunes on the web. The indexes on the oppo-
site sides.of the fan are arranged in reverse
directions, so as to preserve the strength of
the ribs. _

The manner of using the device will be
readily understood. The person whose for-
tune is to be told selects a number. Thefan
is then opened at the number selected, and
the verse on the web covering that rib, when
read, discloses the person’s future lot.

Having thus described my invention, what I
¢laim, and desive to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. A fan having inscriptions on its web and
having notches in the edges of its ribs pro-
vided with an index, as set forth.

9. A fan having inscriptions on its web and
notches in the edges of its ribs, said notches
increasing in length successively from one
gide of the fan to the otherand provided with
an index, as set forth. ’

3. A fan having inscriptions on both faces
of its web and having indexes in both sides
of its ribs, the indexes on the opposite sides
of the fan extending in reverse directions, as
set forth.

Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own T have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM McWILLIE,

Witnesses:

J. N. RUCKER,
R. B. JOHKSON.
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