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(C. 5-8) 2 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to hospital appliances, 
having particular reference to an improved 
wheeled carrier vehicle adapted for the transfer 
of patients, while disposed in prone positions, be 
tween hospital beds and operating room tables, or 
on other analogous situations. 
The ordinary wheeled carrier vehicles for hos 

pital use, as the same are now generally con 
structed, provide a frame which is equipped at the 
top thereof with a stationary bed, the latter form 
ing a fixed part of the frame on which patients 
are placed in prone positions for transference be 
tween one department of the hospital and an 
other. Considerable difficulty is often encoun 
tered in the operation of such a conventional 
carrier in lifting, for instance, a patient upon 
whom a surgical operation has just been per 
formed, and transferring the patient from the 
carrier vehicle and placing the patient on the 
mattress of a standard hospital bed. Often, the 
operation requires the combined services of two 
or more nurses or attendants in effecting Such 
transfer, and accomplishing the same in a manner 
preventing or minimizing physical discomfort on 
the part of or injury to the patient. 
Among others, therefore, the present invention 

has for certain of its objects: to provided a 
wheeled hospital carrier embodying a frame On 
Which is mounted a laterally shiftable patient 
receiving bed, and wherein the latter is so formed 
as to be capable of being projected laterally to 
one side or the other of the carrier Vehicle in 
order that said bed may overlie the mattress of 
the associated hospital bed, so that a patient may 
be discharged from the carrier vehicle and de 
posited on the bed with but a minimum of help 
and with the positive assurance that the patient 
will not be dropped; to provide a shiftable bed 
for hospital carrier vehicles in which the bed is 
composed of a plurality of pivotally united longi 
tudinally extending, parallel slat members, and 
wherein each of the slat members at the ends 
thereof is equipped with anti-friction devices or 
rollers which are movable in frame-carried guides, 
whereby to facilitate lateral shifting movement of 
the carrier bed on its supporting frame; to pro 
wide a hospital carrier of the type set forth in 
which the frame thereof is provided at its sides 
With hinged extension brackets, which normally 
extend parallel with the length of the carrier 
frame, but which are capable of assuming later 
ally disposed positions in which the brackets pro 
ject perpendicularly from the Sides of the carrier 
frame, the said brackets serving as Supporting 
members for the laterally shiftable bed of the 
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carrier vehicle when said bed is moved outwardly 
from one side or the other of the carrier frame; 
to provide a construction of this character in 
which the extension brackets are formed with 
groove-like guides which are adapted to be 
brought into registry with corresponding guides 
provided in the transversely extending Stationary 
end members of the carrier frame, the said guides 
receiving the antifriction devices or rollers 
formed on the ends of the slat members of the 
laterally shiftable carrier bed, whereby to pro 
vide full support for and to facilitate movement 
of said bed in all its operating positions; and, 
finally, to provide a hospital carrier which con 
stitutes generally an improvement upon previous 
types of carriers heretofore employed in the ca 
pacity set forth. 
These, and other objects and advantages of the 

invention, which will be obvious to those familiar 
with the art, are attained by means illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, in which similar 
numerals refer to similar parts throughout the 
several views, as follows: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a hospital car 
rier vehicle formed in accordance With the pres 
ent invention. In this figure, the vehicle has been 
illustrated as disposed adjacent to a mattressed 
hospital bed, and With the extension bracketS of 
the carrier Vehicle projected over the mattress of 
the hospital bed in obtaining extended lateral 
movement of the bed of the carrier vehicle. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse Sectional View 
taken on the plane indicated by the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a similar view on an enlarged Scale, 
disclosing the lateral shiftable bed of the carrier 
vehicle in an extreme position of lateral exten 
SiOn; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical Sectional view on the line 
4-4 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a horizontal Sectional View taken on 
the plane indicated by the line 5-5 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the slat 
member carried roller's provided in connection 
With the shiftable bed construction of my in 
proved carrier vehicle. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
there has been illustrated at a hospital carrier 
vehicle in which is incorporated the mechanical 
features of the present invention. The carrier 
comprises a metallic frame 2 which, in this in 
stance, is formed to comprise parallel, longitudi 
nally extending, Side rails 3. The latter are 
united at their ends by transversely disposed, sta 
tionary end members 4. Extending rigidly and 
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downwardly from the joined corners of the side 
rails 3 and the end members 4 are vertical tubular 
legs 5, the latter preferably having mounted on 
the lower ends thereof casters 6, equipped pe 
ripherally with resilient tires. The frame of the 
carrier is additionally reenforced by means of 
tubular braces 7, which are rigidly joined at their 
ends With the vertical legs 5. This construction 
produces a strong,...lightWeight and rigid frame 
structure; and one capable of being used advan 
tageously in carrying out the present invention. 
Mounted for movement laterally on the top of 

the frame structure is a carrier bed 8. Patients, 

0. 

are adapted to be placed in a prone position on 
this bed for transportation from One departinent 5 

of a hospital, for example, to another. In this . 
instance, the bed 8 is formed to comprise. a plu 
rality of longitudinally extending parallel, close 
ly related slat members 9. The opposite ends of 
each of these members are, in one form of my 20 
invention;: Connected with is metallic plates c. 3, 
which are disposed: preferably. On the underside. 
or Surfaces of Said Slat members. In this...in 
stance, each, plate is formed with: a depending 5 

2 

journaled a roller 3. Also, said plates are hinged:- 
ear ; , , which carries a studi. 2 upon which is 

together...in a manner flexibly uniting the islat 
members as at a. By, reference to Figs, 2 and 3 
of the drawings, particularly, it will be:... noted. 
that the roller's are positioned in Supporting aid. 
guiding grooves: 4, which extend lengthwise of 

30 

the inner face of each of the channel-inenbers - 
4, and are disposed in a horizontal plane above - 
that, oftop flanges of the side rails. 3, as shown: 
in Fig. 3. 
In order to permit the bed:8 to: be moved lat 

erally beyond the longitudinal sides of the cal 
rier frame, use is made of extensible, and re 
tractable frame-carriedbed support.S.. As an exer. 
ample of Such supports and in the drawings there 

35 

40 
is hinged as at 5 to the ends of the angle rails 
3 extension brackets. 6. As shown at the right 
of Fig. 1, these brackets are normally positioned : 
to extend parallel or longitudinally with the rails 
3, where they will be out of the way. Howevar, 
When it is desired to move, the bed 8 laterally to . . 
one side or the other of the frame 2, the bracketS. 
6 on the side of the frame toward which the bed 

is to be moved are turned about their hinges. So 
that said brackets extend at Substantially: right 50 
angles to the plane of the rail. 3 to which they 
are attached. When in. Such extended positions 
the ends of the bed-supporting;' and guiding 
grooves formed in the inner surfaces of the 
brackets are brought into registry with the Con 
plemental grooves 4 of the end frame members 
, so that the rollers f3, provided on the ends of 
the slat members of the bed 8 may be caused to 
travei in the grooves. in the same nanner as 
they travel in the grooves 4, Sustaining the . 
weight of the bed, 8 and that of an invalid or pair 
tient disposed thereon and facilitating movement 
thereof. It will be noted that the grooves are, 
as shown in Fig. 3, substantially of U-shaped 
formation. By such formation the Slat.nenberS. 
of the bed 8 are enabled to turn around the Outer 
ends of the brackets 6, while their spaced order 
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is maintained: The longitudinal edges, of the 
slat members are rounded as at Ef a to avoid any. 
possibility of pinching, the patient between theil 
if the same come together. When in a horizontal. 
plane. 
By this construction one person may easily re 

move a patient from the tabie provided by the 
carrier without injury.or discomfort to the pa 5 

4. 
tient. Thus, by locating the carrier as shown 
in Fig. 1, the bed thereof may be moved laterally 
in a manner which will cause the slat members 
to turn about the U-shaped outer ends of the 
guide grooves it of the brackets 6, thereby de 
positing the patient gently and without discon 
fort, or the expenditure of any considerable ef 
fort on the part of the attendant in making the 
transfer. Similar convenience is obtainable in 
transferring a patient from a hospital bed to the 
carrier bed as there is little or no lifting of the 
patient. It will be noted that the brackets 6 are 
provided. On both sides of the frame 2, a feature 
of decided advantage in manipulating the car 
rier in crowded hospital rooms or wards, where 
restlictions imposed by closely positioned furni 
ture prevent.free manipulation of the carrier on 
a floor Surface. Because of the rollered Support 
provided for the rigidly united slat members of 
the carrier bed, the latter shifts easily from one 
operating position to another with but slight; ex 
penditure of physical effort. It, Will be under. 
stood that the legs 5 may be telescopic, to vary... 
the height of the frame: 2, as is well known in the 
art. 

Certain Substitutions of materialis, part ar 
rangement and variations in structural contaur 
Will be obvious to those skilled in the art and may., . 
be employed. Without exceeding the Scope of...ther. 
invention as described in the foregoing teachings. 
and in the appended, claims. 

I claim: 
1. A portable Carrier, for transporting invalids. 

and hospital patients, cornprising: a rigid rec-. . 
tangular fraine composed of spaced parallel longi 
tudinally extending side members, transversely 
disposed end Inenbers rigidly united. With the 
ends of said side members and vertically depender,. . 
ing wheel-carrying legs, rigidly... joined... at their... 
upper ends With the CO'nel's of Said fraine, Said-, . 
end inenbers being formed with guideways ex. 
tending linearly thereof; horizontally disposed... 
extension bracketShinged to the outer corner 
portions of said frame for swinging, movement. . 
about vertical axes batWeen, retracted inactive; 
positions, in which said brackets extend parallel 
With and adjacent to Said Side members, and . . 
agtive, extended positions in which the brackets. 
project perpendicularly firon said side, members. 
and in positions of registry with said end men 
bers to for in Continuations thereof, Said brackets... 
being formed with guideways which register with... 
those... of the end naenbers when Said orackets. 
occupy their active. positions of extension, the . 
guideway. of each bracket including upper. and . . 
lower parallel portions which are joined at their... 
outer ends by an arcuate Semi-circular portion. 
a horizontally disposed patient-receiving bed coln)- . 
posed of a plurality of parallel longitudinally, eXs. 
tending slat members arranged in immediately, 
adjacent order and coextensive with the length. 
of said fraine; connecting means hingedly unit, 
ing said siat, memb3rs adjacent to their relatively 
adjoining longitudinal edges; and roller Yaeans. 
carried at the ends of Said Slat members: and ... 
received in certain of the guideways of said eld: 
members and blackets, the hinged, connecting, 
means, of said islat, neinbei's providing fol'. trans 
verse flexing of the bed, formed thereby, in en 
abling said bed to fold upon itself while posis. 
tioned in the upper, lower and arcuate portions. . 
of the guideways provided in the bracket exteh 
Sions. 

2. A portable carrier as defined in claimi and ". 
wherein the connecting means uniting Said Slat 



2,691,782 
5 

members embody a plurality of plate sections 
rigidly secured to the ends of said slat members, 
Said plate sections being formed with interfitting 
pintle-receiving hinge sleeves at their ends and 
with integral depending ears upon which said 
roller means are mounted, and pintles positioned 
in Said sleeves. 
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