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This invention relates to carrying devices and more 
particularly to an improved device adaptable to carry 
one or more differently shaped and difficult to carry 
vegetable products. The term vegetable products as 
used herein is intended to include fruit as well as vege 
tables. 
The objects of the present invention are to provide 

an improved carrying device which is adaptable to carry 
one or more different sizes and shapes or difficult to 
carry vegetable products; to provide such a device which 
is simple and inexpensive to manufacture and which can 
be sold at a low cost, or given away to promote the sale 
of produce. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will appear from a perusal of the following detailed de 
scription and drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a carrying 
device constructed in accordance with the principle of 
this invention and adapted to carry a large vegetable such 
as the water melon indicated by dot and dash lines. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view showing the device 
provided with another element arranged to adapt the 
device for carrying a pair of spherically shaped vege 
tables. 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view of 
one end of the handle taken longitudinally thereof. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged perspective view showing the 
non-skid face of one of a plurality of strap carried vege 
table engaging devices and, 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of an element for 
adapting the device for carrying a pair of the spherically 
shaped vegetables indicated in Figure 2. 

Referring now to the drawing, the device of the pres 
ent invention is generally indicated by the number 10 
and comprises a handle portion 11 each end of which 
is formed with a depending leg 12 terminating in an out 
wardly extending foot portion 3. The free outer end 
of each foot portion 13 is formed with a transversely 
disposed slot 14 arranged therein to provide a thick 
stiff lower portion 15 and a thin resilient upper por 
tion 16. 
A pair of flexible straps 17 each provided with a suit 

able fastening device such as the buckle 18 are each 
slidably mounted in one of the slots 14 to allow posi 
tioning its buckle in a desired selected location in rela 
tion to one side of the associated foot portion 13. And 
to insure against movement of the strap from said loca 
tion during use of the device, the outer end of each stiff 
portion 15 carries an upright threaded stud or screw 19 
which projects upwardly through a slightly larger open 
ing 21 formed in the resilient portion 16 and which 
threadably carries a suitable nut or thumb screw 22. By 
turning the thumb screw 22 in one direction the portion 
16 is caused to grip and hold, the associated strap 17 
against undesired movement. By turning the thumb 
screw in the opposite direction the portion 16 releases 
the strap and allows it to be slid in the slot to any de 
sired position or to be entirely removed therefrom. 
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The bottom side of the portions 15 are each formed 

with suitable non-skid means, such as the integral sharp 
ened crossed ribs 23, which, when the straps 17 are 
drawn tight about the produce to be carried and buckled, 
engage and slightly penetrate the surface of the produce, 
thereby acting to prevent relative movement in any di 
rection between the handle and the produce. 
A pair of flattened loops 24, each formed with non 

skid means, such as the integral sharpened crossed ribs 
23' engage and slightly penetrate the surface of the 
produce at its opposite sides when the straps are tight 
ened, thereby acting to prevent relative movement be 
tween the straps and the produce. 
The device described above is adapted for use in carry 

ing vegetables having a shape like or similar to the shape 
of the water, melon indicated in Figure 1. However, 
since it is desired to use the device for carrying a pair 
of vegetables such as for example, the pair of spherically 
shaped vegetables indicated in Figure 2, the device in 
cludes another member generally indicated by the nu 
meral 25. 
The member 25 is preferably formed with a resilient 

strip-like body 26 having the lower side of its opposite 
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end portions each formed with a flattened loop 27 formed 
to slidably receive one of the straps 17 and having the 
upper side of its opposite end portions each formed with 
a non-skid means such as the plurality of sharpened 
crossed ribs 28. 
The distance the straps 17 are spaced apart by the 

foot portions 13 is less than the distance they are spaced 
apart by the loops 27 of the member 25, with the re 
sult that, when the straps are engaged with the foot por 
tions 13 and the loops 27 they diverge outwardly and 
downwardly from the handle. 
This divergency of the straps 17 causes each of them 

to lie outwardly beyond the center C of the associated 
one of a pair of vegetables which can be carried by the 
device, when said straps are arranged, tightened and 
buckled thereabout as shown in Figure 2. This tighten 
ing of the straps 17 also causes the outer ends of the 
member 25 to substantially conform to the curvature of 
the associated vegetable, and the non-skid means to 
slightly penetrate the surface of said vegetables, whereby 
they are held in side by side abutting relation upon the 
member 25 against inadvertent displacement by the straps 
17, the loops 24 and the handle 11. The length of the 
member 25 is predetermined to determine the divergency 
of the straps 7 so that they will always lie, at least 
partially, outwardly beyond the centers of any pair of 
vegetables which can be carried by the device. There 
fore it will be seen that when said member is used with 
the device it may be used to carry any pair of spherically 
shaped vegetable coming within the range of sizes for 
which it was designed. 

Furthermore, said member need not be removed from 
the device to adapt it for use in carrying a single vege 
table such as that indicated in Figure 1. 

It should be understood that the herein shown and 
described forms of the present invention are intended 
to exemplify its principles and, that modifications and 
rearrangements of its component parts may be made 
within the scope of the appended claims, wherein: 

I claim: 
1. An improved vegetable carrying device comprising 

a handle having each of its opposite ends formed with 
a depending leg terminating in an outwardly directed foot 
portion, the outer portion of each of said foot portions 
being formed with a transversely deposed slot arranged 
therein to provide a stiff lower portion and a resilient 
upper portion spacd and superposed thereabove, a pair 
of flexible straps each slidably carried in one of said 
slots in transverse relation to the handle for embracing 
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a vegetable, means carried by each strap for securing 
it in a snug embracing relation upon the vegetable, and 
releasable means carried by each stiff foot portion oper 
able to move the superposed resilient foot portion toward 
the stiff foot portion, thereby to grip and hold between 
said foot portions any portion of the associated Strap, 
whereby the strap securing means may be secured in a 
selected position. . . . - 

2. An improved vegetable carrying device as set forth 
in claim 1 wherein the lowermost surface of the stiff 
foot portions of the handle are each provided with non 
skid means formed and arranged to slightly penetrate the 
surface of the vegetable and thereby prevent adventitious 
displacement of the handle on the vegetable. 

3. An improved vegetable carrying device as set forth 
in claim 1 wherein a pair of flattened loops each having 
one side formed with a non-skid surface are each slide 
ably carried by each strap with the non-skid surface 
engaged with one side of the vegetable thereby to pre 
vent adventitious movement of the straps thereon. 

4. An improved vegetable carrying device as set forth 
in claim 1 which includes a resilient strip formed to be 
and carried by the straps opposite to the handle for sup 
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4. 
porting a pair of spherically shaped vegetables, in side 
by side relation thereon, said strip being of a length 
greater than the length of the handle, whereby the straps 
diverge downwardly and outwardly from the handle and 
each embrace one of any pair of vegetables which can 
be carried by the device outwardly beyond its center and 
thereby prevent inadvertent displacement of such vege 
tables from the device. 

5. An improved vegetable carrying device as set forth 
in claim 4 wherein the opposite end portions of the re 
silient strip are each formed with a non-skid means which 
slightly penetrates, the surface of the vegetable and there 
by prevents inadvertent movement between the strip and 
the vegetables. 
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