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1. 
They present invention relates: to: an attachie, 

ment&for armboards; associated with. Surgical: oper 
erating tables and adapted to support the drape 
ing: sheets over the armboard out of contact. 
with the arms of a patient, placed thiereon. 

It is conventional procedure in hospitals: to: 
place. a patient' on's an operating table provided 
with: a laterally extending armboard; His: arm: 
tieri may be: Stapped to", they board for thief int. 
jection: or dextrose; normal saline. solution and 10 
other fluids; or rfor the introduction of blood; or 
of intravenous, anesthetics such as a pentathol: 
In Such procedures, it is necessary that the arm. 
be: fully 'draped; i.e. covered with sterile a sheets 
to keep it sterile and to separate; the anesthetists 15. 
ors anaesthesiologist: from the sterile, surgical 
area in which the surgeon: works: 

Heretofore; it has beeny conventional prac-- 
tice: simply, to place', theasterile, sheets: over and 
upon; thies arm afte: the introductio 
venous; fluids... has been. Started. This has, the: 
pronounced and i Serious: disadvantage, how 
ever, that thies arm: is: obscured; from view: so, 
that:... the anaesthetisti cannot, inspect; con-. 
tinuously: the apparatus; being...employed for the 25. 
injections: Etithern Ore; since'... it, is niecessary: 
to: raises the sheets::to innake; this; inspection; there: 
is, thie; very real possibility of causing: the inade. 
vertent Withdrawal of the needle from the vein. 
Still further, the drap'ng: sheets are: Subject, to 30, 
repeated handling: and disturbance with, con. 
Sequente likelihood; of contaminating the areas, 
which it is desired; toy maintain; sterile. 

It therefore is; the general object of the present, 
invention to provide: an attachment: for Surgical, 35, 
arnaboards. Which Will: Support; the draping. 
sheets: Out-of-contact: With the patient's arm, and 
with: the: intravenous; injection apparatus being. 
employed. 

It is another object of the: present invention: 40 
to provide ag. Surgical armboard attachment: for 
supporting the draping Sheets, which: attachie 
ment is easily transferred from operative' to in 
operative positions; or: which may readily be re-- 
moved:entirely from: the armboard when, this is 45° 
desired even when, the patient's arm is resting: 
thereo. 

Still, another object of the: present invention 
is: the provision of an attachment.for supports. 
ing: draping sheets, above a surgical armboard. 50 
which will protect from contamination: the areas, 
to; be:maintained Sterile:While affording the anes--- 
thetist: Or, other technician... free, access', to the 
patient'szarn at all times;.. 

of intra- 20, 

2. 
is the provision of a., surgical armboard, attachir 
ment for supporting the draping: sheets, which 
attachment is: easy to: clean, sanitary, universals 
ly applicables to any armboards on either side: 

is of the operating table, and which holds the sheet: 
Securely. 
The nanner in which thie foregoing; and other: 

objects of this invention: are: accomplished. Willi 
be apparentifroin the following...Specification, and 
claims: considered together. With: the drawings: 
Whelein: 

Figure 1 is a plan. View of the surgical arm. 
board attachment...of this invention...in: orales of its 
embodiments; 

Figure: 2; is: a, view in Side: elevation; of te: 
Surgical: armboard; attachment of. Eigure: 1; 

Figure 3' is a sectional view taken: along the: 
lines. 33.3 of Figures: land:2; . 

Figure 4:is; a fragmentary view inside elevar, 
tion of the presently, described surgical garmiboard: 
attachment in another: of its embodiments; and 

Figure: 5-issai Sectional viewin: elevation taken; 
along thie lines 5.5 of Eigure:4. 

Generally, Stated the presently described: 
Surgical armboardiattachment comprisesia, sheets 
Supporting... brackets, extending longitudinally of 
ther; arraboard together with: means: for detaches 
ably: Securing the bracketto; the armboard and 
for maintaining; it. When in, operative: position: 
a Spaced distance thereabove. Thus tie-bracket, 
rays behingedly attached; to: a base, or sleeve 
adapted to slip, over the: armboard, permitting: 
the bracket, to Swing: upwardly, to , an operative: 
position in which it is: maintained longitudinally 
of the armboardia. Spaced distance...abovetiti and 
downwardly' to an: inoperative position below: 
the armboard and out: of the way... Stop" means: 
are: aSSociated with: the:hinge: means; for arrests 
ing the pivotal movement of the bracket when: 
it, is in the selected operative: position Clip: 
means may be aSSociated: with the base; or: sleeves 
for engaging the bracket when it is swung down. 
Wardly, to its in Operative position, thereby securs. 
ing it pending a subsequent use. 
In the embodiment. of Eigures. 1 to 3, the press 

ently described armboard attachment is ill 
lustrated in position on an armboard. Twhich. 
is pivotally attached through a pivot.8 to the 
operating table, a fragment of which is indicated 
at 9. 
The bracket portion of the attachment for supe porting the draping 'sheet preferably is designed 

to Support the saine; over .su. Stantially the en 
tire width of the armboard in order to cover Still another object of the present invention. 55; the patient's arm more effectively. Thus it 
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may be formed in sections, there being the Sub 
stantially parallel, horizontal sections 0 and 2 
which may be connected through Section 4 to 
form an elongated U-shaped bracket extending 
over Substantially the entire area of the arm 
board. This normally horizontal Section is Sup 
ported a Spaced distance above the armboard 
by means of an upright section comprising the 
Standards or legs 6, 8 attached respectively 
to the horizontal members f, 2. Preferably 
all of these various Sections are formed from 
a single length of Wire or other suitable material 
bent into the illustrated form. 
Means also are provided for detachably se 

curing the sheet-supporting bracket to the arm 
board. In the illustrated form, Such means 
Comprise a base member in the form of a sleeve 
20 which may be continuous on its bottom sur 
face but which is discontinuous on its top sur 
face to leave eXposed the major portion of the 
armboard Surface. This makes possible slip 
ping the sleeve on and off the armboard even 
When a patient's arm is resting thereon, a han 
dle 22 being provided on the sleeve to facilitate 
this purpose. 
The sheet Supporting bracket preferably is 

hingedly attached to the base through the hinge 
24 which may comprise, for example, a collar 
affixed to the under side of the sleeve 20 and 
adapted to receive the free ends of standards 
6, 8, these being bent toward each other sub 

Stanatially normal to the body of the standards. 
Thus the bracket may be swung about hinge 

24 upwardly to an upright, operative position 
and downwardly to an inoperative position. It 
may be maintained in its upright position a 
Spaced distance above the armboard 7 by means 
of One or more stop members 26, 28 adapted to 
engage the Standards when the bracket is in the 
desired position. Such stop members may be 
formed as projecting tabs 26, 28 formed in 
tegrally from the substance of the sleeve. 
The bracket may be maintained in its lowered 

or inoperative position, i. e. its dotted line posi 
tion in Figure 2, by clip means associated with 
the sleeve and adapted to engage the bracket. 
Hence there may be provided one or more clips 
30 affixed to the edge or under side of the sleeve 
and stationed in such a position as to engage 
the bracket when it is swung downwardly. 
An alternate means for detachably securing 

the bracket to the armboard is illustrated in 
Figures 4 and 5. In this embodiment, the 
bracket portion may correspond in design to that 
of the previously described embodiment and thus 
may include the standards 32, 34 which support 
the horizontal Section in the manner described 
above. The Standards may be hingedly attached 
to the armboard 36 by means of the hinge 38 
affixed to a sleeve or base member 40. The sleeve 
46 may be somewhat wider than the armboard 
and has in a side thereof one or more thumb 
ScreWS 42, 44 which penetrate the side of the 
sleeve and engage an edge of the armboard, ex 
erting clamping pressure thereon. 

Sleeve 40 may also be provided with a stop 
46 and clip 48. Stop 46 serves the function simi 
lar to that of stops 26, 28 in the previously de 
Scribed embodiment in that it maintains the 
bracket arm a spaced distance above the arm 
board when in operative position. Clip 48 serves 
a purpose similar to that of clip 30 in the pre 
viously described embodiment in that it engages 
the bracket arm when the latter is swung down 
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4. 4. 

to inoperative position and maintains it in such 
position until it is desired to use it again. 

Thus, when a patient is placed on the operat 
ing table with an arm stretched outwardly on 
the armboard, the draping sheets may be ar 
ranged in the usual manner and also may be ex 
tended to rest upon the bracket arm of the pres 
ently described attachment, being held there 
preferably by means of suitable clips. The an 
esthetist or anaesthesiologist stationed adjacent 
the head of the patient then may start the in 
travenous fluids or intravenous anesthesia as 
desired. During this procedure, the arm area 
is shielded by the drapes and, at the same time, 
the area where the Surgeon is operating is pro 
tected from contamination. This desirable situ 
cation is maintained during the entire period of 
the operation, the arm remaining accessible and 
Visible to the anesthetist all the while without 
the necessity of disturbing or rearranging the 
sheets. Furthermore, when the operation has 
been completed, the bracket may be swung down 
Wardly to an inoperative position on the arm 
board, or, if desired, the entire assembly may 
be removed therefrom, without disturbing the 
patient's arm. 

It is to be understood that the form of my 
invention, herewith shown and described, is to 
be taken as a preferred example of the same, 
and that various changes in the shape, size, and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit of my invention 
Or the Scope of the subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A Surgical armboard attachment for sup 

porting draping sheets out of contact with a pa 
tient's arm placed on the armboard comprising 
a sheet-Supporting bracket extending longitudi 
nally of the armboard and comprising an elon 
gated, horizontal portion extending longitudinally 
of the armboard and a substantially vertical 
Standard portion for maintaining the longitudi 
nal Section a Spaced distance above the armboard, 
a sleeve adapted to slip over the end of the arm 
board and having the central portion of its upper 
Surface open to permit the patient's arm to rest 
directly on the armboard, and means for at 
taching the standard portion of the bracket to 
the sleeve. 

2. A Surgical armboard attachment for sup 
porting draping sheets out of contact with a 
patient's arm placed on the armboard compris 
ing a sheet-Supporting bracket formed in an elon 
gated U-shaped horizontal section and a pair 
of vertical standards, one attached to each of 
the ends of the horizontal portion, a sleeve 
adapted to be slipped over the armboard, hinge 
means for hingedly attaching the vertical stand 
ard portions of the bracket to the sleeve, and 
stop means associated with the hinge means for 
maintaining the bracket in operative position 
above the armboard. 

3. The Surgical armboard attachment of claim 
2 wherein the stop means comprise a pair of 
tabs affixed to the sleeve on opposite sides thereof 
and adapted to engage the standard portion of 
the bracket when the latter is in upright position. 

4. A Surgical armboard attachment for sup 
porting draping sheets out of contact with a 
patient's arm placed on the armboard, compris 
ing a sheet-supporting bracket formed in an 
elongated U-shaped horizontal section and a 
pair of vertical standards, one attached to each 
of the ends of the horizontal portion, a sleeve 
adapted to be slipped over the armboard, hinge 
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means for hingedly attaching the vertical stand 
ard portions of the bracket to the sleeve, stop 
means aSSociated with the hinge means for main 
taining the bracket in operative position above 
the armboard, and clip means on the sleeve for 
engaging the bracket when Swung downwardly 
to the inoperative position. 

LUCILLE, M. McDONATD. 
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