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To all whom it may concern:
" Be it known that I, Tsatam CHAPMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Eckelson, in the county of Barnes and State
5 of North Dakota, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Attachments for
Stapling Machines, of which the following
is a specification.
This invention relates to improvements in
10 stapling machines.

The object is to provide means, in the
form of an attachment, which may be con-
nected to hand-operated machines, or de-
vices for securing a plurality of sheets of

15 paper ov other sheets or layers together, by

means of staples, said attachment enabling

the stapling machine to be operated by one
hand to hold the machine steady and in
proper position on said sheets and to im-
20 part the necessary pressure upon the plung-
er for forcing the staple through the same.

Another object is to provide means for
the above purpose, which may be either
in the form of said attachment for appli-

25 cation to existing machines or devices, or
which may be built into the machine dur-
ing the process of manufacture, the said
means consisting primarily of a handle
adapted to be secured to the stapling ma-

3¢ chine in a manner to readily receive the
fingers of the operator to hold the same
steady, while the palm of the same hand
is in exact position above the head of the
plunger to exert a downward pressure upon

36 the latter by a simple bending of the wrist
to effect the stapling operation.

A final object is to provide an attach-
ment of this character which may be ad-
justed to suit the size of the hand of the

40 operator, said attachment being readily ap-
plied in position on the base of the machine
and adjusted so as not to interfere with
the functions of the several parts thereof.

A full and complete understanding of

45 the invention may be obtained from a con-
sideration of the following detailed descrip-
tion, taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawing forming a part of this
specification, it being understood that while

50 the drawing shows a practical form of the

invention, the latter is not to be confined

to strict conformity with the showing there--
of, but may be changed or modified so long
as such changes or modifications mark no
material departure from the salient  fea-
tures of the invention, as specifically pointed
out in the appended claims.

In the drawing, in which similar refer-
ence characters designate corresponding
parts throughout the several figures: -

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a hand-
operated stapling machine having the im-
proved attachment applied thereto;

Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof;

Figure 3 is an end elevation partly in
section ;

Figure 4 is a detail perspective of a por-
tion of the attachment.

The stapling machine to which the present
invention may be attached, comprises a flat
metal base member 1 of elongated, rec-
tangular form, and having the longitudi-
nally disposed guide-way and housing 2
for the reception of a plurality of separate
wire staples, (not shown) which are fed
forward by a spring-actuated follower 8 to-
wards the front end of the device, where the
upstanding superstructure 4 contains suit-
able mechanism for actuation by the ver-
tically slidable plunger 5, having the impact
head 6 at its upper end, and adapted to be
forced downwardly by the hand, to perform
the stapling.

The present invention comprises a handle
or finger-hold 7 adapted to be engaged by
the fingers of the operator when the palm
or ball of “the hand is pressing on the
plunger, as above stated, so as to enable the
operator to hold the device steady and pre-
vent any movement thereof on the sheets
of paper and at the same time, enable the
operator to exert greater pressure upon the
plunger, as will be readily understood by
reference to Figure 1 of the drawing.

The handle or finger-hold is formed of

suitable metal, preferably substantially

elliptical or oval in outline. It may be
either of solid formation, or formed of sheet
metal curled or rounded into shape. The
ends of the handle, which is adapted to be
located transversely to the longitudinal axis
of the base of the stapling machine, are pro-
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vided with depending, oppositely-bowed or
curved arms 8 formed integrally therevwith,
and adapted to hold the handle in elevated
position above the base of the machine, so
that the fingers when engaged therewith, as
shown, will not interfere with the action
of the follower 3, and also that the palm
or ball of the hand rests naturally upon
the head 6 of the plunger.

The lower ends of the side arms 8 are
turned inwardly, toward each other in op-
posed relation, the lower ends being formed
into transversely disposed extensions con-
stituting feet 9, which are adapted to rest
upon-and be secured to the side margins
of the base plate 1 of the machine and to
extend longitudinally thereof, the inmer
opposed edges of said feet being spaced a
distance apart to readily receive the afore-
said guide-way and housing 2. When the
device is placed upon the base of the ma-
chine in the aforesaid position, the handle
7 is arranged slightly below the head of the
plunger, in transverse relation to the base
of the machine and in proper position to
be engaged by the fingers (Fig. 3).

In order to adapt the handle to larger or
smaller hands, the feet are provided with
longitudinal slots 10, closed at each end,
and extending longitudinally of the feet and
in like relation to the base 1 of the machine.
At the proper point, the base is bored and
countersunk on its lower face, for the recep-
tion of screws 11 extending upwardly there-
from a sufficient distance to pass through
said slots 10 and receive thumb nuts 12,
preferably having milled heads for turning
the same to bind the feet 9 to the base 1
of the machine in proper position to adjust
the attachment to different size hands.

In incorporating the improvement during
the process of manufacturing the stapling
device, it may be constructed by forming
a suitable extension or. extensions at either
side of the base of the machine and, by
bending and rounding the same, produce
the handle portion 7, though without the
desirable feature of adjustability, and it is
therefore believed that the form of the in-
vention, as shown and described, as an at-
tachment, having such advantage, is the
most desirable and valuable.

From the foregoing it will be seen that a
simple, cheaply constructed and strong and
durable device has been provided which, in
the form of an attachment, may be easily
applied in proper adjusted position upon
the base member of an ordinary hand-oper-
ated stapling machine or device, to enable
the operator thereof to properly engage the
hand and fingers to hold the device steady
upon the work to be done, and to enable a
greater amount of pressure to be exerted
tpon the operating plunger to drive the
staples through said work, and it will also
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be observed that the attachment provides a
convenient means for carrying the stapling
device when necessary.

What is claimed is:—

1. A stapling machine, comprising a base,
a casing carried by the base, a depressible
staple-setting plunger carried by said cas-
ing, and a loop handle carried by said base
and elevated above the casing in rear of
said plunger and adapted to be grasped by
the fingers when the palm of the operator’s
hand rests upon the head of the plunger.

2. A stapling machine comprising a base,
a casing mounted on the base, a depressible
staple-setting plunger, and a transversely
arranged loop handle mounted on the ma-
chine and elevated above the casing in
spaced relation to and in rear of said plun-
ger and adapted to be grasped by the fingers

when the palm of the operator’s hand rests

upon the plunger.

3. A stapling machine comprising a base,
a casing carried by the base; a depressible
staple-setting plunger, a transversely ar-
ranged loop-shaped handle mounted on the
machine and elevated above the casing in
spaced relation to and in rear of said plun-
ger and adapted to be grasped by the fingers

- when the palm of the operator’s hand rests

upon the plunger, said handle having in-
tegral terminal supporting arms provided
with transverse feet at the free ends there-
of, said feet being in opposed relation to
each other and arranged longitudinally of
said base, and means for binding the feet
to the base to secure the handle in adjusted
position.

4. A stapling machine comprising a base,
a casing mounted on the base, a depressible
staple-setting plunger, a transversely ar-
ranged loop-shaped handle mounted on the
machine and elevated above the casing in
spaced relation fo and in rear of said plun-
ger and adapted to be grasped by the fingers
when the palm of the operator’s hand rests
upon the plunger, said handle having ter-
minal curved arms provided at their op-
posed free ends with feet extending longi-
tudinally of said base and adapted to rest
on the margins thereof, said feet having lon-
oitudinal slots, set screws mounted in the
base and traversing said slots, and thumb
nuts mounted on the screws to bear on the
feet and hold said handle in adjusted po-
sition.

5. A stapling machine comprising a base,
a casing mounted on the base, a depressible
staplé-setting plunger, and a transversely
arranged handle or finger hold mounted on
the machine and elevated above the casing
in spaced relation to and in rear of said
plunger and adapted to be grasped by the
fingers when the palm of the operator’s
hand rests upon the plunger, said handle
having means of-attachment to the base.
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6. A stapling machine comprising a base,
a casing mounted on the base, a depressible
staple-setting plunger, and a transversely
arranged loop-shaped handle mounted on
the machine and elevated above the casing
in spaced relation to and in rear of said
plunger and adapted to be grasped by the
fingers when the palm of the operator’s hand

rests upon the plunger, said handle being
provided with attaching feet adapted to be 10
longitudinally adjusted on the base of the
machine. o

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature.

ISATAH CHAPMAN.



