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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 495,119, dated April 11, 1898, »
Application filed August 22, 1892, Serial No. 443,695, (Nomodel,)

To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, WILBUR F. OSBORNE,
of Ansonia, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
Improvement in Suspender-Buckles; and Ido
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, and which said drawings constitute
part of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a view in front elevation of a
buckle constructed in accordance with my
invention; Fig. 2,asimilarreverse view there-
of; Fig. 8, a view in vertical section on the
line z—a—, of Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a detached per-
spective view of the buckle-frame; Fig. 5, a
detached plan view of the buckle - blank,
which is shown to be nearly developed or
completed; Fig. 6, a detached view of the
hook of the buckle; Fig. 7, a view in front
elevation of one of the modified forms which
my improved buckle may assume.

My invention relates to an improvement in
suspender-buckles, the object being to pro-
duce a simple, inexpensive, econvenient and
effective article. v

‘With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in a suspender-buckle having certain
details of construction and combinations of
parts as will be hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the claim.

The tubular sheet-metal frame A, of my

“improved buckle, corresponds in transverse
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section to the general dimensions in trans-
verse section, of a piece of webbing, and its
front wall is constructed with a long narrow
slot or opening, a.

The clamping-lever B, of the buckle, con-
sists of a single piece of sheet-metal having
its upper edge B’ turned inward at a right an-
gle to form a clamping edge and preferably,
though not necessarily, serrated. Ear-like
trunnions, b, b, formed integral with and ex-
tending from the opposite ends, of the said
clamping-edge, provide for the pivotal sus-
pension of the lever from the buckle-frame,
as the said edge is thus made longer than the
slot o therein. Thelower edge of the said le-
ver is constructed to form a long central
spring guard-finger, B? and two tubes B? B3,

- located on opposite sides of the said finger,

and formed from leaves which are indicated
by ', b, in Fig. 5 of the drawings. The said
frame and lever are combined so that the in-
wardly bent clamping-edge of the latter will
extend into the former through the slot
therein, whereby the ear-like trunnions of the
said lever arelocated within the buckle-frame,
the innerface of theouter wall whereof forms
a bearing forthem. Preferably thesaid frame
is made just enough narrower than the length
of the slot except where the said trunnions
project from it, to permit the frame and lever
to be assembled by slipping the lower end of
the frame through the slot first, and then ap-
plying the hook thereto.

The hook of the buckle is formed from a
single .piece of wire, bent to form the hook
proper C, opening upward and outward and
centrally depending from what I may term a
rectangular frame having a lower side (’,
ends C? C? and an upper side composed of
trunnions C?, C% which respectively enter the
outer ends of the tubes B?, B?, of the clamp-
ing-lever to which the hook is thus perma-
nently secured though free to swing forward
and back. When the said frame, lever and
wire hook are assembled together, the guard-
finger B? extends downward to close the
mouth of the hook.

As shown in Fig. 7, of the drawings, the
buckle-frame D, clamping-lever E, and hook
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T, are substantially of the construetion above

described, with the exception that instead of
forming the guard-finger in the same piece
with the clamping lever, the entire lower edge
of the same is bent to form a tube E’ to re-
ceive the trunnions of the wire hook, the
guard-finger being formed from a piece of
wire, bent to form aloop G, and ends G/, &,
the latter being bent into notches e, e, formed
at opposite points in the lower edge of the
clamping-lever. Still another way would be
to fasten the guard-finger to the hook itself.
I would therefore have it understood that I
do not limit myself to the exact construction
herein shown and deseribed, but hold myself
at liberty to make such changes and altera-
tions as fairly fall within the spirit and scope
of my invention. :

I am aware, however, thatit is old to make
a buckle having a tubular sheet-metal frame
constructed with a long horizontal slot in one
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of its sides,and a sheet-metal clamping lever
pivotally suspended from the said frame
through the slot therein, by trunnions located
at the respective ends of its npper edge, which
is turned inward at a right angle'so as to pass
through the said slot in the frame.

. T am also aware that it is old to furnish the
clamping-lever of such a buckle, with means,
made of wire, for the attachment of a sus-
pender-end. » :

I am further aware that the clamping-lever
of such a buckle; has been made with a guard
either of sheet-metal or of wire, to preventthe
accidental detachment of a suspender-end
from a hook or other device forming another
feature of the buckle.

Having fully described my invention;what
I claim as new,and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

‘The herein desceribed suspender -buckle,
consisting-of the tubular sheet-metal frame
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A, constructed with a long narrow slot or
opening a, the sheet-metal clamping-lever B,
having its upper edge turned inward at a
right angle, and entered into the said slot,
and farnished at its ends with trunnions b D,

and-having its lower edge shaped to form one

or more tubes; a wire frame comprising a de-
pending hook C, and two trunnions C? C? lo-
cated opposite each other, and engaged with
the tube or tubes at the lower edge of the le-
ver, and a spring-gnard formed and applied
independent of the said frame, and construct-
ed and arranged to close the mouth of the
hook, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-

ing witnesses.

WILBUR:F. OSBORNE.

“Witnesses:
FERGUS KELLY,
CHAS. O. LAMBERT.
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