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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 451,599, dated May 5, 1891, 
Application filed July 25, 1885. Serial No, 172,669, (No model,) 

To cult, Luhon it inctly concern. 
Beit known that I, MONTGOMERY C. MEIGs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in File-Cases; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to letters of reference marked thereon, which 
sform a part of this specification. w 

This invention relates to file-cases for bills, 
papers, and other documents; and it consists 
in the novel manner of constructing the same, 
hereinafter fully described and claimed, by 
Which the cost of constructing a file-case is 
Very greatly reduced, and by which the pa 
pers contained within it are preserved from 
destruction by fire. 

Prior to this invention file-cases have been 
COInstructed of Wood and metal in the form of 
pigeon-holes, so that the papers placed within 
them have been preserved from dustand have 
been kept in an easily-accessible form for ref 
erence; but none of the methods of forming 
the pigeon-holes have afforded any effectual 
protection against fire which might be com 
municated to their contents by any adjacent 
burning material. File cases have been 
formed in the interior of fire-proof safes and 
vaults, which in some cases form a part of the 
Outer walls of the file-case; but when con 
structed in this manner the cost is very great 
and there is nothing to prevent the spread of 
fire from one pigeon-hole to another within 
the limit of the outer fire-proof inclosing 
Walls. 

In carrying out my invention I construct 
the pigeon-holes in the form of rectangular 
boxes of terra-cotta, pottery-clay, porcelain 
clay, or brick or tile clay. These boxes may 
be formed singly or in pairs, or otherwise, as 
desired, by forcing the material through a 
suitable die and afterward firing it in the 
usual manner adopted for manufacturing arti 
cles in terra - cotta and clay. Each of the 
terra-cotta boxes thus formed and containing 
one or more pigeon-holes is provided with 
suitable guides upon its exterior surface, so 
that a series of the boxes when built together 

Will form a second series of pigeon-holes be 
tween their next adjacent exterior surfaces. 
The rear of the pigeon-holes may be stopped 
up with plates of terra-cotta, or clay; but when 
the boxes are built against a wall I generally 
prefer to line the surface of the wall with 
plates of terra-cotta or clay and build the boxes 
up against it in preference to stopping up the 
rear end of each pigeon-hole with a separate 
plate. I use doors for closing the front ends 
of the pigeon-holes. These doors are made 
of terra-cotta or clay and provided with suit 
able lugs or hinges for holding them in place, 
which lugs or hinges engage with other lugs 
Or holes near the front end of the boxes. The 
doors may be firmly secured in close contact 
with the box, when required, by means of any 
of the well-known locking devices or appli 
ances commonly in use. These latter arrange 
ments are, however, rarely necessary, except 
in the case of records to be very seldom con 
Sulted, examined, or handled. 

I will now proceed to describe my inven 
tion with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure I is a perspective view of a recess in 
the interior of a building, partly filled with a 
file-case consisting of variously-modified forms 
of boxes. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a 
simple form of box. Fig. 3 is a modification 
of the same. Fig. 4 is a side view of one of 
the doors. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures. ... . 
A represents a simple form of terra-cotta 

box, rectangular in shape and having beveled 
corners which form guides a, so that a series 
of boxes. A can be built together, as shown in 
Fig. 1, and form a second series of pigeon 
holes between their next adjacent outside 
Surfaces. 
A is a modification of the same form of 

box. This has two pigeon-holes in it and is 
provided with guides C, similar to those on 
box. A. 

B is a simple form of box, which may be 
used to fill in corners, or it may be used sepa 
rately, or a row of them may be placed on a 
shelf or in other situations where guides are 
not necessary. 

B' is a modification of the rectangular box 
A. This box B is also made of terra-cotta or 
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clay, but has its guides formed with it in the 
shape of strips or lugsly upon the bottom side. 
It is obvious that the said strips u might have 
also been formed upon the top as well as upon 
the bottom side of the box, the object being 
to guide the boxes so that they form a second 
Series of pigeon-holes when built together. 

B' is a modification of the box IB and has 
two pigeon-holes in it. 
C are back plates of terra-cotta or clay. 

They close up the rear ends of the pigeon 
holes and prevent any fire occurring in the 
Wall of the building from extending to the 
papers in the file-case. 
D and D' are differently-shaped plates for 

closing in the spaces between the boxes at the 
top and bottom of the file-case. These plates 
are also made of terra-cotta or clay. 
E are doors formed of terra-cotta or clay 

for closing the front ends of the pigeon-holes. 
These doors are provided with suitable lugs 
e Orhinges for holding them in place, and may 
have knobs or handles formed upon them for 
convenience in use. 
Any kind of mortar or cement which will 

withstand fire and heat may be used to join 
the boxes together; or the boxes may be 
placed together without any cement between 
them. 
laving thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

l. A file-case consisting of a series of rect 
angular boxes of fire-proof material provided 
With corner-guides and arranged in quincunx 
Order, so that a second series of boxes is formed 
between the next adjacent outside surfaces 
of the said boxes when built together, sub 
Stantially as shown and described. 

2. A fire-proof file-case consisting of a series 
of rectangular boxes of terra-cotta, each con 
taining one or more pigeon-holes and provided 
With guides and arranged in quincunx order, 
So that a Second series of pigeon - holes is 
formed between the next adjacent outside 
surfaces of the said boxes when built together, 
in combination with the backplates and doors 
of the same material, substantially as de 
Scribed and shown. 
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3. In a fire-proof file-case, the rectangular 
box A, formed of terra-cotta and provided 
with guides a, substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

4. In a fire-proof file-case, the combination 
of a series of rectangular boxes A, formed of 
terra-cotta and provided with the guides C, 
with the plates D', the back plates C, and the 
doors, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

5. A file-case consisting of a Series of rect 
angular boxes of fire-proof material arranged 
in quincunx order, so that additional file 
boxes are formed between the said rectangu 
lar boxes, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

6. A file-case consisting of a series of rect 
angular boxes of fire-proof material arranged 
with spaces between them, in combination 
with fire-proof plates or surfaces inclosing 
said spaces on the sides not occupied by the 
said boxes, whereby additional boxes are 
formed between the said rectangular boxes, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

7. A file-case consisting of a series of open 
ended boxes of fire-proof material built against 
a Wall which closes the rear ends of the 
boxes, thereby forming a series of file-boxes 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

8. A file-case consisting of a series of open 
ended boxes of fire-proof material, in combina 
tion with a wall lined with fire-proof plates, 
against which the boxes are built, thereby 
forming a series of file-boxes, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 

9. A file-case consisting of a series of open 
ended boxes of fire-proof material built end 
wise against a wall in quincunx order, there 
by forming file-boxes both of the open-ended 
boxes and of the intermediate spaces, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

M. C. WEIGS. 
Witnesses: 

STORY B. LADD, 
RUTLEDGE WILLSON. 
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