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This invention relates to an improved container or the
like for carrying beverage bottles or the like as well as
to an improved blank for forming such a container or
the like. ‘

It is well known that various cardboard containers and
the like have been provided for carrying various sized
beverage bottles, such as beer bottles or the like.

However, since such beverage containers are normally
manufactured by one manufacturer and are sent to the
bottling plant to have the bottles placed therein, it is
highly desirable that the bottler perform a minimum
number- of operations on the containers to reduce his
handling costs thereof.

Further, it is desirable that the bottler utilize such
beverdge containers without requiring expensive gluing
apparatus and the like at the bottling plant.

One of the features of this invention is to provide such
a beverage container wherein the bottler meed perform
only a minimum of operations thereon and wherein gluing
apparatus can be eliminated at the bottling plant.

Another feature of this invention is to provide an
improved beverage container which not only permits the
same to carry the desired beverage bottles or the like
but which is also attractive in design to enhance the
sales appeal of the packaged beverage bottles.

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro-
vide an improved container having one or more of the
novel features set forth above or hereinafter shown or
described.

Another object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved blank for forming such a container or the like.

Other objects, uses and advantages of this invention
are apparent from a reading of this description, which
proceeds with reference to the accompanying drawings
forming a part thereof and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of one of the im-
proved containers of this invention.

" FIGURE 2 is an end view of the container illustrated
in FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a plan view of an improved container
blank for forming a container of FIGURE 1 of this in-
veéntion.

FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 and illus-
trates one of the assembly steps in forming the blank of
FIGURE 3 into the container of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 5 is a view similar to FIGURE 4 and ijllus-
trates another assembly step.

FIGURE 6 is a view similar to FIGURE 4 and illus-
trates the final assembly step wherein the container of
FIGURE 1 is disposed in a flat- compact shipping and
storing condition.

FIGURE 7 is a {ragmeniary perspective view illus-
trating another container of this invention,

FIGURE 8 is a plan view illustrating a container blank
of this invention for forming the container of FIGURE 7.

FIGURE 9 is a perspective view illustrating one of the
assembly steps in forming the container of FIGURE 7
from the blank of FIGURE 8.

FIGURE 10 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sec-
tional view taken on line 1¢—318 of FIGURE 7.

FIGURE 11 is an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sec-
tional view taken on line 21—11 of FIGURE 10,
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While the various features of this invention are herein-
after described and illustrated as being particularly adapt-
able for carrying beverage bottles or the like, it is to be
understood that the various features of this invention
can be utilized singly or in any combination thereof to
provide containers for other articles as desired:

Therefore, this invention is not to be limited .to only
the embodiments illustrated in the drawings, because the
drawings are merely utilized to illustrate one of the wide
variety of uses of this invention.

Referring now to FIGURE 1, an improved container
of this invention is generally indicated by the reference
numeral 20 and is adapted to carry a plurality of beverage
bottles 21.

The container 29 generally. comprises a bottom wall
means 22, a pair of opposed side wall means 23 and 24
respectively hingedly secured to the bottom wall means
22 and a top wall means 25 interconnected to the opposed
side wall means 23 and 24 having a plurality of open-
ings 26 passing therethrough and respectively recéiving
neck portions 27 of the bottles 21 disposed in a bottle-
receiving compartment 28 defined by thé wall means 22,
23, 24 and 25.

A pair of substantially U-shaped handles 29 °and 30
are respectively hingedly secured to the side wall means
23 and 24 and extend upwardly from the top wall means
25 to provide means for readily grasping and:¢arrying
the container 20.

As illustrated in FIGURES. 1 and 2, it can be seen that
the bottom wall means 22 of the container 20 is substan-
tially wider than the top wall means. 25 thereof, whereby
the side wall means 23 and 24 thereof substantially con-
form to the configuration of the bottles 21 to give a
“pocketbook” effect to the completed container construc-
tion 28 of this invention.

In this manner, the container 28 of this invention not
only serves the useful purpose of carrying and storing
the beverage bottles 21, but also the container construc-
tion 29 of this invention readily permits the bottles 21
to be viewed from the ends thereof and attractively dis-
plays the bottles 21 to enhance the eye appeal and mer-
chantability of the bottles 21,

While the container construction 20 of this invention
can be formed in any suitable manner and of any suit-
able material, the embodiment theéreof illustrated in-the
drawings is formed from -a substantially rectangular
blank 31, FIGURE 3, formed of cardboard or the like
and having the exterior surface thereof suitably decorated,
such as being covered by a sheet of aluminum-containing
metallic foil or the like.

As illustrated in FIGURE 3, the container blank 31 is
suitably cut and scored to define the bottom wall means

. 22 ‘hingedly secured to the side wall means 23 and 24
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at score or fold lines 32 and 33.

The bottom wall means 22 of the blank 31 is . pro-
vided with another longitudinally disposed score or fold
line 34 for a purpose hereinafter described, the fold
line 34 being disposed a distance from the fold line 33
substantially equal to the width of the top wall means 25.

The junctures of the side wall means 23 and 24 with
the bottom wall means 22 are respectively provided with
die cut slot means 35 for a purpose hercinafter described.

The U-shaped handles 29 and 30 respectively have
the legs 36 thereof foldedly conmected to the outer free
edges of the side wall means 23 and 24 at score or fold
lines 37 and 38. ‘

The legs 36 of the handles 29 and 30 are respectively
foldedly .connected to the cross members 39 thereof at
fold or score lines 46.

An_interlocking handle flap 41 is foldedly connected
to the cross member 39 of the handle 38 at a score or
fold line 42 for a purpose hereinafter described.
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A plurality of lower flap means 43, 44, 45 and 46
are foldedly connected to the outer free edge of the
side wall means 23 at the score or fold line 37, the flap
means 43 and 46 being identical while the flap means
44 and 45 are identical and are respectively carved from
the handle 29.

The lower flap means 43-4% are respectively medially
foldable on score or fold lines 47 for a purpose herein-
after described and respectively have arcuate die cuts 48
{for a purpose hereinafter described.

A-plurality of upper flap means 49, 58, 51 and 52
are respectively foldably connected to the outer free
edge of the side wall means 24 at the score or fold line
38, the flap means 49 and 52 being substantially iden-
tical, while the flap means 50 and 51 are substantially
identical and are respectively carved from the handle
39.

The upper flap means 49 and 52 are respectively med-
ially foldable along score or fold lines 53 and the flap
means 4%-52 respectively have arcuate die cuts 54 for a

- purpose hereinafter described.

Therefore, it can be seen that the container blank
31 of this invention can be formed by a simple die cut-
ting and die scoring operation or the like.

When it is desired to form the container construc-
tion 20 from a container blank 3% of this invention, the
lower half of the container blank 31 illustrated in FIG-
URE 3 can be folded behind the upper half thereof in
the manner illustrated in FIGURE 4 by folding the
blank 31 on the score or fold line 34, whereby the score
or fold line 38 of the side wall means 24 is placed ad-
jacent the upper free edges of the flap means 43-46.

After the blank 31 has been disposed in the posi-
tion illustrated in FIGURE 4, the handle 29 is folded
back against the side wall means 23 and glue or any
other suitable adhesive 55 is placed on the lower flap
means 43-46 in the areas indicated in FIGURE 4.

Subsequently, the upper flap means 49-52 are folded
over the lower flap means 43-46 in the manner illus-
trated .in FIGURE 5 to interconnect the set of fiap

eans 43-4% and 49-52 together to form the top wall
means 25 of the container 2¢.

Thereafter, the handle 30 can be folded downwardly
against the folded blank 31 in the manner illustrated
in FIGURE 6, whereby the completed and collapsed
container construction 2& forms a substantially rectangu-
lar configuration which can be readily shipped and
stored in its compact flat collapsed condition.

When the bottler receives the collapsed container 29
as illustrated in FIGURE 6, the bottler can erect the
container construction 28 by refolding the bottom wall
means 22 on the score or fold line 32 to form the bottom
wall means 22 having a width greater than the width of
the top wall means 25 thereof.

Thereafter, the bottler can insert the bottles 21 in the
bottle receiving -compartment 28 of the erected con-
tainer construction 20 and cause the neck portions 27
of the bottles 21 to project outwardly through the sub-
stantially circular openings 26 thereof defined between
the interconnected flap means 43-4% and 53, 45-52, the
flap means 43-46, 49 and 52 readily folding at the
score lines 47 and 52 to facilitate insertion of the bottles
21 into the compartment 28.

The handle portions 29 and 38 can be inferconnected
together by folding the interlocking flap 41 of the handle
38 around the handle 29 in the manner illustrated in
FIGURES 1 and 2, whereby the filled container con-
struction 29 is now completed and can be merchandised
in the conventional manner.

As iHustrated in FIGURES 1 and 2, the bottles 21
have lower rims 56 resting on the bottom wall means 22
and respectively projecting out through the slot means
35 in the container comstruction 29, whereby the botiles

21 are locked from relative movement in the container
20. -
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However, it is a relatively simple matter for the ulti-
mate consumer to remove the bottles 21 from the con-
tainer construction 26.

For example, the ultimate consumer can grasp an end
bottle 21 and, by forcing the side wall means 24 and
25 thereof outwardly at the bottom wall means 22
thereof, can slip the rim 56 of the particular boitle 21
out of the slot means 35 to draw the bottle from the
colnpartme‘it 28 as the neck portion 27 thereof is drawn
from iis respective opening 26.

Therefore, it can be seen that this 1nvent10n pro-
vides an improved container construction 20 for carry-
ing and transporting beverage botiles 21, the container
construction 28 being pre-formed by the container man-
ufacturer and the botiler needs no gluing apparatus or
the like to utilize the container constructlon at the bot-
{ling plant.

Ancther container construction of this invention is
generally indicated by the reference numeral 57 in
FIGURE 7 and is adapted to carry the beverage bottles
21 in a manner similar to the container construction 29
previously described.

The container construction 57 of this invention is
adapied to be formed from a substantially rectangular
blank 58 illustrated in FIGURE 8 and formed of suit-
able cardboard or the like having the exterior surface
thereof covered with a sheet of aluminum-containing
metallic foil or the like.

As iilustrated in FIGURE 8, the container blank 58 is
suitably cut and scored to aenue a bottom wall means 59
kingedly secured to a pair of opposed side wall means 68
and 61 at score or fold lines 62 and 3. The junctures of
the side wall means 6% and &1 with the bottom wall means
59 are provided with a plurality of slot means 64 for the
Same purpose as the slot means 35 previcusly described.

A pair of U-shaped handies 65 and 6% reopvctlvely have
the legs 67 thereof interconnected to the outer free edges
of the side wall means 68 and 63.

The legs $7 of the handles 65 and 6§ are re sp“ctwply in-
terconnected to the cross members §8 at fold or score lines
69, the score line 89 of the handle 66 foldably intercon-
necting an interlocking flap to the cress member 68
therect.

A plurality of upper flap means 71, 72, 73 and 74 are
re:n@ctw 1y foldably connected to the outer free edge of

he side wall means 69 at score or fold lines 75.

The flap means 74 and 74 are substantially identical
while the flap means 72 and 73 are substantialiy identical
and are carved from the handle 65.

Each of the flap means 71-74 has an interlocking tab
76 foldably connected thereto at a score or fold line 77,
the interlocking tab 76 of the flap means 7% and 74 beinv
longer than the interlocking tab 76 of the flap means 7
and 73 for a purpose which will be apparent herema{t&

The side wall means 61 of the blank 58 has a plurality of
rectangular flaps 78 dle cut on three sides thereof to define
slot means 79 in the side wall means 61 for a purpose here-
inafter described, the outer two flap means 78 being dis-
posed inward of the outer free edge of the side wall means
&1 while the inner two flap means 78 are disposed adjacent
the outer free edge of the side wall means 61 for a pur-
pose that wiil be apparent hereinafter.

A plurality of lower fiap means 89, 81, 82 and 83 are
respectively foldably connected to the outer free edge of
the side wall means 61 at fold or scors lines 84.

The flap means 89 and 83 are substantially identical,
while the flap means 81 and 82 are substantially identical
and are respectively carved from the handle 5.

Each flap means 7174 and 80-83 has an arcuate die cut
85 for a purpose hereinafter described.

Therefore, it can be seen that the container blank 58 of
this invention can be formed by a simple die cutiing and
die scoring opelat(m whereby the completed flap blank
5% can be shipped In the flat condition illustrated in FIG-
URE 8 to the desired bottling plaat.
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The container blank 58 of this invention is adapted to
be erected to form the container construction 37 illus-
trated in FIGURE 7 at the bottling plant by a relatively
simiple operation without requiring expensive gluing ma-
chines and the like.

In particular, reference is made to FIGURE 9 wherein
the bottles 21 are placed on the bottom wall means 59 and
the. side wall means 69 and 61 are bent at right angles
relative thereto, whereby the lower rims 56 of the bottles
Z1 project outwardly through the slot means 64 to inters
lock the bottles 21 to the container blank 53.

The lower flap means 8§-83 are bent at right angles rela-
tive to the side wall means 61, while the upper flap means
73i-74 are bent at right angles relative to the side wall
means. 63 as illustrated in FIGURE 9.

Thereafter, the side wall means 68 and 61 are broughit
towards each other with the set of flap means 86-83 being
disposed under the set of flap means 71~74 in the manner
illustrated in FIGURE 7, whereby the interlocking tabs
76, of the flap means 7174 can be respectively bent on the
score lines 77 and forced into the slot means 79 defined
by the tabs 78 in the side wall means 61 in the manner il-
lustrated in FIGURES 7, 10 and 11.

In this manner, the upper flap means 71-74 can be de-
tachably interlocked to the side wall means 61 and cooper-
ate with the lower flap means 80-83 to define top wall
means 8§ of the container construction 57 having substan-
tially circular openings 87 through which the neck portions
27 of the bottles 21 project.

Thereafter, the handles 65 and 66 can be interlocked 3

together by the interlocking flap 7¢ in the manner previ-
ously described for the container construction 29.

Therefore, it can be seen that the container constric-
tion 57 can be formed in a relatively simple and rapid man-
ner to permit the bottles 21 to be packaged therein with-
out requiring -gluing apparatus and the like at either the
container manufacturing plant or the bottling plant.

The ultimate consumer can readily remove the botiles
21 from the container construction 57 in the manner pre-~
viously described for the container construction 28, or
the ultimate consumer can release the upper flaps 71-74
thereof from the side wall means 61 to open the container
construction 57 in the manner illustrated in FIGURE
9 to readily remove the bottles 21 therefrom.

While the container construction 57 has been described
as being formed from the blank 58 at the same time that
the bottles 21 are inserted therein, it is to be understood
that the container comstruction 57 could be first formed
and the bottles 21, thereafter, inserted therein, if desired.

Therefore, it can-be seen that this invention provides
improved container constriictions which enhance the eye
appeal and merchantability of beverage bottles or the like,
as well as: providing means for transporting, storing and
carrying the same.

Further, this invention provides improved blanks for
forming such container constructions or the like.

While the form of the invention now preferred has been
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disclosed as required by the statutes, other forms may be
used, all coming within the scope of the claims which
follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A-container blank having a bottom wall means, a pair
of opposed. side wall means respectively hingedly secured
to said bottom  wall means, a pair of handle means inte-
grally secured to said side wall means, and top wall means
hingedly secured to one of said side wall means to be dis-
posed between said handle means, said top wall means
beirg adapted to cooperate with said other wall means to
define a bottle-receiving compartment, said top wall means
including a. plurality of flap means defining openings
therebetween to receive: neck portions of bottles or the
like disposed in said compartment whereby said handle
means- will extend over said bottles, each said handle
means including a U-shaped handle having the legs there-
of integrally secured to said one side wall means and hav-
ing at least ome of said flap means carved from . said
handle.

2. A container blank having a bottom wall means, a
pair of opposed side wall means respectively hingedly se-
cured to said bottom wall means, a first set of top flaps
hingedly secured to one of said side wall means, and a
second set of top flaps hingedly secured to the other of
said side wall-means, said sets of top flaps being adapted
to be secured together to define a rigid top wall means
that cooperates with the other wall means to define a
bottle-receiving compartment, said top flaps defining - a
plurality of openings in said top wall means to receive
neck portions of bottles or the like disposed in said com-
partment, and a pair of U-shaped handles respectively
having the legs thereof hingedly secured to -said “side
wall means and having some of said flap means carved
from said handles.
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