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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PAUL EDGAR THOMASON, OF CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA. 

MoVING-PICTURE SCREEN. 
1,059,236. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Apr. 15, 1913. 

To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, PAUL EDGAR THOM 

AsON, a citizen of the United States, and 
a resident of Charlotte, in the county of 
Mecklenburg and State of North Carolina, 
have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Moving-Picture Screens, of which 
the following is a specification. - 
My invention is an improvement in mov 

ing picture screens, and has for its object 
the provision of a screen of the character 
specified which may be operated to present 
a plain white surface for receiving the dis 
play of the pictures, or which may be op 
erated to present a display of advertise 
ments or the like when the pictures are not being displayed. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a front 

view of the improvement with the screen in 
place; Fig. 2 is a side view; and Fig. 3 is 
a front view with the screen out of place. 
In the embodiment of the invention the 

curtain is in the form of an endless belt 1, 
supported by an upper roller 2, and a lower 
roller 3. The roller 2 is provided with 
journal pins 4 journaled in bearings 5 in 
brackets 6 on the ceiling 7 or other suitable 
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place. The lower roller 3 has journal pins 
8 and 9, journaled in brackets 10 and 11 
respectively on the floor 12 or other suitable 
place. A worm gear wheel 12 is secured to 
pin 9 and a worm 13 on a worm shaft 14 is 
in engagement with the wheel 12. The 
worm shaft is journaled in bearings 15 on 
the bracket 11 before mentioned. The worn 
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shaft 14 is in alinement with the shaft, 16 
of a suitable motor 17 electric motor in the 
present instance, and a suitable clutch 18 
is provided for connecting the shafts. A 
Suitable switch (not shown), is arranged in 
the operating booth near the operator for 
starting the motor and leads 19 lead from 
the motor to the switch. 
The belt 1 is provided with a plain por 

tion 20, and with a portion 21 for receivin 
pictures are not being shown, the portion 
21 is placed in position in front of the au 
dience. When the pictures are being shown, 
the plain portion 20 is in front of the au 
dience. The operator can bring either por 
tion into view by starting thé motor and 
turning the lower roller. When the belt 
winds far enough the motor is stopped until 
the belt is to be again changed. 

I claim:- 
A device of the character specified, com 

prising an endless belt having on the outer 
face thereof a display portion and a plain 
portion of approximately the same size, up 
per and lower supporting rollers for the 
belt, a worm gear wheel secured to one end 
of one roller, a motor having a worm shaft 
provided with a worm meshing with the 
worm wheel, and means for controlling the motor from a distance. 

PAUL EDGAR THOMASON. 
Witnesses: 

NoRMAN A. CoCKE, 
HUDSON C. MILLAR. 
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