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My invention relates to a bill fold of the type
adapted to be conveniently received and carried
in the pocket and which serves as a depository
for paper currency, checks, cards, stamps, coins,
and the like, and the principal object of my in-
vention is, to provide a bill fold wherein the
main body thereof including the flaps and exten-
sions that are folded to provide pockets are formed
from a single piece of thin, flexible material,
such as leather, and the various parts of the
structure maintaining their folded positions with-
out fastening and securing means such as seams
of stitched thread, leather or cord lacings, or the
like.

A further object of my invention is, to pro-
vide a bill fold of the character referred to where-
in certain of the parts that are folded to form
walls which define and form pockets, are main-
tained in their folded positions by tongues that
enter slits formed in adjacent walls and other
walls being held in their functioning positions
as a result of their being disposed between two
adjacent walls.

A further object of my invention is, to provide
a bill fold that includes a number of separately
formed pieces of thin, flexible material, such as
leather, that are capable of being inserted in
the fold to form additional pockets, or at the
option of the user of the bill fold these separately
formed parts may be dispensed with.

A further object of my invention is, to provide
a bill fold having a pocket for the reception of
paper currency, checks, and the like, and the
opening into said pecket being fitted with a con-
ventional slide actuated closure employing small
inter-engaging fingers of metal, thus effectually
preventing the displacement and loss of bills,
checks, etc., from said pocket while the fasten-
ing means is in position to close the opening into
said pocket.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
my invention consists in certain novel features of
construction and arrangement of parts that will
be hereinafter more fully described and claimed
and illustrated in the accompanying drawings
in which: : .

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the section of flexible
material that forms the main body of the bill
fold, the same being shown in flat, unfolded con-
dition, and with the lines on which the parts of
the bill fold are folded, shown by dotted lines.

Fig. 2 is an elevational view looking against
the inner face of the bill fold before the same
is folded double for insertion in the pocket.

1941, Serial No. 396,054
(CL 15038 .

¥ig. 3 is a perspective view of the bill fold in
folded condition. :

Fig. 4 Is a plan view of a separately formed
piece of flexible material that is adapted to be
positioned in the bill fold to provide a pair of
additional pockets.

Figs. 5 and 6 are plan views of a pair of sep-

. arately formed pieces of flexible materiai adapted
to be inserted in the bill fold to provide addi-
10 tional pockets.

Fig. 7 is an enlarged longitudinal section taken
approximately on the line T—7 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 8 is an enlarged vertical section taken on
the line 8—8 of Fig. 2.

15 PFig. 9 is an enlarged vertical section taken on

the line 9-—9 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 10 is a vertical section taken approximate-
ly on the line 10—I{8 of Fig. 8.

Fig. 11 is an elevational view of a part of the

20 bill fold looking against the inner face thereof
before the same Is finally folded for insertion
into the pocket and showing & separately formed
merber applied to one of the walls of the bill
fold to provide g~ pocket for the reception of

25 “coins, stamps, and: the like.

.As {llustrated in Fig. 1 the main body of the
bill fold including the outfer wall and those por-
tions that are folded into position in front of the
outer wall to form pockets, are constructed from

30 & single piece of thin, flexible material, prefer-
ably leather, and & rectangular portion 10 of this
piece of material and which has a length ap-
proximately twice its width forms the outer wall
of the completed bill fold.

35 A substantially rectangular section 1{ of the
material which has a length approximately equal

to the length of the outer wall section 10 and a

width slightly less than the width of sald outer

wall projects from the upper edge of the outer

40 wall section and this section 1l folds along the
dotted line a onto the inner face of the section

10 that forms the outer wall, thereby providing

an elongated pocket between the walls 18 and 11

and which pocket is adapted to receive paper

45 currency, checks, and the like. '

Formed in the inner wall member {{ adjacent
and parallel on the line of fold e is a longitu-
dinally disposed slot 12 that provides an opening
into the upper portion of the pocket between the

50 two walls and secured to the edges of the ma-

terial adjacent this opening are the complemen- .

tary members of a conventional slide fastener

13 having inter-engaging rows of hooks.

In some instances, it may be found desirable to

65 dispense with the slot 12 and fastening means

[
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13, and where such construction is used the space
between the walls 18 and {1 provide a blind or
secret pocket for the reception of bank notes,
checks, and the like, and in order to gain access
to this pocket the free edge of the wall {1 must
be pulled upwardly a sufficlent distance to per-
mit the contents of the pocket to be removed
-and inserted. C

Projecting from both ends of the member 10
forming the outer wall of the bill fold are sub-
stantially rectangular sections I4 of material,
each having a length slightly less than. half
. the length of wall I0 and the width of each
section 14 being less than the width of said
wall 10. :

Projecting from the upper edge of each sec-
tion 14 is a substantially rectangular section 15
which is adapted to fold downwardly along the
dotted line b onto the section 14 and the space
between these sections 14 and 15 provide a pocket
open at both ends and the length of which is less
than half the length of the pocket between the
walls 10 and {i. .

To connect the lower edge of the wall 15 when
folded onto wall {4 to the lower edge of the
latter, a tongue {6 projects from the edge of wall
- 18 opposite the line of fold b, and after the wall
{5 has been folded onto wall {4 this tongue is
folded along the dotted iine ¢ so as to occupy a
position on the opposite side of the wall {4 from
wall IS, In order to accommodate this tongue 6,
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the jower edge of wall I5 is provided with a nar- -

row notch 7.

A portion of each wall {5 adjacent the corner

where wall 14 unites with the upper corner of
wall 10 is cut away as designated by 8 and a
small triangular portion of the material just be-
low this notch provides a reinforcing tab §9
which is folded onto and secured to the upper
inner corner of the wall {4, thus providing a rein-
forcement for that portion of the wall 14 that is
disposed at the end of the opening between the
walls i§ and 10 and 15 and {4 when the bill fold
is completely folded for use. This tab 19 folds
downwardly onto wall 14 along the dotted line d
and said tab being secured in its folded position
by suitable adhesive. . :

After the tabs {9 have been folded and secured
to the walls 14 and walls {5 have been folded
downwardly onto the walls 14 and the tongues i6
positioned behind walls 14, the pairs of walls 14
and 15 so folded are folded along the lines e so
as to overlie the end portions of wall I{ that
overlie the inner face of back wall {0.

Formed in each wall 15 midway between its
ends is a plurality of spaced slits 20, the same
being disposed parallel with the lines of fold b
and Hkewise parallel with the free longitudinal
edges of said walls.

A pair of identical substantially triangular walls
21 are connected to the lower edge of the back
‘wall 10 and the lower end of each of thse walls
21 terminates in a short tab 22, the central por-
tion thereof belng cut or slit to form a small tab
23 that is oppositely disposed with respect to the

tab 22 in which it is formed.

’ After the folded walls {# and 15 have been
folded over onto the end portions of wall i,
which latter was previously folded onto the inner
face of back wall 18, the triangular walls 2f are
folded upwardly along the dotted lines f so as to
overlie the outer faces of the walls {4, snd to
retain the walls 21 in such folded positions the
ends of the tabs 23 are inserted through certain
of the slits 20 in the walls (5 and the smaller
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tabs 23 are inserted in the opposite direction
through other of said slits 20.

The epex portion of the substantially triangu-
lar piece. of material 24 between the walls 21
is connected to the central portion of the lower
edge of back wall 18 and that portion 25 of said -
portion 24 that is positioned between the tabs
22 is adapted to fold over onto the adjacent face
of portion 24 along the dotted line ¢, After the
folded walls i4 and |5 have been folded inwardly
and downwardly onto the ends of the back wall
19, the narrow portion 25 is folded over onto the
adjacent end of portion 24 and these parts are
then folded on the dotted line 2 upwardly onto
the central portion of wall 11 that lies on back
wall 10, with the sides of said portions 24 and 25 -
prolecting between the inner edges of the folded
walls (4 and 15. = .

The spaces between the walls {4 and 5 into-
which the sides of the portions 24 and 25 project
may function as pockts for the reception of cards,
tickets, and the like.

When the various parts of the one-piece struc-
ture have been properly folded ag just described
to form the finished bill fold, the latter when open
for the reception or removal of bills, checks, cards,
and the like, appears as illustrated in Fig. 2, and
when completely folded so as to be carried in the
pocket the bi-lateral portions of the bill fold are
folded together aiong the medial line i so that
the completely folded structure has the appear-
ance as illustrated in Pig. 3. :

The space between the wall Ii that lies in
front of the back wall 10 and which combines
therewith to form a secret pocket and the front
members of the bill fold comprising the folded -
walls 14, 15, 21 and 24, may be divided to form
a pair of pockets extending the entire length of
the bill fold by inserting immediately in front of
the wall {1 a substantially rectangular partition
wall 26 of thin, flexible material, such as leather.

To retain this partition wall in position, tabs 27
project from the lower edge of said partition wall
and after insertion of the latter these tabs are
folded upwardly along slits 28 so as to occupy
positions behind the lower edge of wall 1.

In order to provide short open topped pockets
in the bi-lateral portions of the bill fold for the
reception of cards, tickets, and the like, substan-
tially rectangular walls 29 of flexible material,
such as leather, and the size of which approxi-
mates that of the walls {4, are provided at one
end with a flap 30 foldable on the dotted line j
and these walls may be inserted in the end por-
tions of the pocket or space between the wall
fl and the walls {5 with the flaps 38 inserted
between the inner ends of the walls 1§ and the
side portions of the parts 24 and 25 that are in-
serted Letween the inner end portions of walls
i4.and 185. . .

In order to provide a pocket or compartment for
recelving and holding coins, stamps, and the like,
and which compartment is capable of being read-
ily opened and closed, a section 31 of leather or
other flexible material is positioned beneath one
of the walls 2i and the triangular end portions
82 of this inserted piece of material are hrought
together over the outer face of the wall 2 and
detachably secured to each other by a readily re- -
leasable fastening device 33, such as a conven-
tional snap fastener. .

When the ends of this member 3( are con-
nected to each other, a pocket or compartment
that s closed on all sides is provided between
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the main body portion of the member 31 and
the wall 21 to which it is applied (see Fig. 11).

Thus it will be seen that I have provided a bill
fold that is relatively simple in construction, in-
expensive of manufacture and very effective in
performing the functions for which it is intended.

Particularly desirable features of my improved
bill fold are, the construction whereby the main
body of the bill fold is formed from a single piece
of flexible, material and the various walls snd
partitions in the bill fold being maintained in
assembled relation without the requirement for
extraneous fastening means, such as stitching
with thread, or lacings of leather or cord.

A further desirable feature of my improved
bill fold is the provision of extra walls or parti-
tions which may, if desired, be readily associated
with the permanent walls of the fold in provid-
ing additional pockets adapted to receive articles
generally carried in bill folds.

It will be understood that minor changes in
the size, form and construction of thz various
parts of my improved bill fold, mar w2z made
and substituted for those herein shown and de-
scribed, without departing from the spirit of my
invention, the scope of which is set forth in the
appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A bill fold formed from a single piece of
thin, flexible material and comprising a back
wall, a wall projecting from the upper edge of
said back wall downwardly against the inner face
of said back wall, walls extending from the ends
of said back wall inwardly over the end portions
of the wall that overlies the inner face of said
back wall, walls extending from the upper edges
of the walls at the ends of said back wall down-
wardly between the wall that overlies the back
wall and said end walls, there being & plurality
of horizontally disposed slits formed in the cen-
tral portion of said downwardly extending walls,
means for detachably securing the lower edges
of the walls that extend downwardly from the
upper edges of .the end walls to the lower edges
of the latter, spaced walls extending from the
lower edge of the back wall upwardly over the
outer faces of the end walls, tabs on the lower
ends of said spaced walls, tabs cut from sald
first mentioned tabs and adapted to engage the
slits in the walls that extend downwardly from
the upper edges of the end walls, a wall disposed
between said spaced walls and extending up-
wardly over the central portion of the wall that
_ projects downwardly from the top of the back
wall and the sides of the wall that is arranged
between said spaced walls projecting between the
inner edges of the end walls and the walls that
project downwardly from the upper edges
thereof. ]

2. A bill fold as set forth in claim 1, with the
wall that extends downwardly from the upper
edge of the back wall being provided in its upper
portion with a longitudinally disposed slot and
readily releasable slide fastening means for nor-
mally closing said slot.

3. A bill fold as set forth in claim 1, with a
separately formed wall of thin, flexible material

positioned in front of the wall that projects

downwardly from the upper edge of the back wall
and tabs extending upwardly from the lower
edge of said separately formed wall, which tabs
are positioned between the back wall and the
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thin, flexible material and comprising a back
wall, & wall projecting from the upper edge of
said back wall downwardly against the inner
face of said hack wall, walls extending from the
ends of said back wall inwardly over the end
portions of the wall that overlies the inner face
of said back wall, walls extending from the upper
edges of the walls at the ends of said back wall
downwardly between the wall that overlies the
back well and said end walls, means for detach-
ably securing the lower edges of the walls that
extend downwardly from the upper edges of the
end walls to the lower edges of the latter, spaced
walls extending from the lower edge of the back
wall upwardly over the outer faces of the end
walls, 8 wall disposed between said spaced walls
and extending upwardly over the central portion
of the wall that projects downwardly from the
top of the back wall, the sides of the wall that is
arranged between sald spaced walls projecting
between the inner edges of the end walls and
the walls that project downwardly from the
upper edges thereof, separately formed walls
positioned between the end portions of the wall .
that projects downwardly from the upper edge
of the back wall and the walls that extend down-
wardly from the upper edges of the inwardly
folded end walls and with portions at the inner
ends of said separately formed walls- positioned
between the inner end portions of said end walls
and the walls that extend downwardly from the
upper edges thereof.

5. A bill fold formed from a single piece of
thin, flexible material and comprising a back
wall, a wall projecting from the upper edge of
said back wall downwardly against the inner
face of said back wall, walls extending from the
ends of said back wall inwardly over the end
portions of the wall that overlies the inner face
of said back wall, walls extending from the up-
per edges of the walls at the ends of said back
wall downwardly between the wall that overlies
the back wail and said end walls, means for de-
tachably securing the lower edges of the walls
that extend downwardly from the upper edges
of the end walls to the lower edges of the latter,
spaced walls extending from the lower edge of
the back wall upwardly over the outer faces of
the end walls, a wall disposed between said
spaced walls and extending upwardly over the
central portion of the wall that projects down-
wardly from the top of the back wall, the sides
of the wall that is arranged between said spaced
walls projecting between the inner edges of the
end walls and the walls that project downwardly
from the upper edges thereof, a separately
formed wall positioned behind one of the spaced
walls that extend upwardly from the lower edge
of the back wall, the end portions of which
separately formed wall overlap each other in
front of the wall behind which the separately
formed wall is positioned and readily detachable
means for securing said overlapping portions to
each other.

6. A bill fold formed from a single piece of
thin, flexible material and comprising a back
wall, a wall projecting from the upper edge of
said back wall downwardly against the inner

_ face of said back wall, there being a longitu-

wall that is extended downwardly from the upper

edge of said back wall. ‘
4. A bill fold formed from a single piece of

£

dinally disposed slot formed in the wall that
projects downwardly from the upper edge of
said back wall, readily releasable slide fastening
means for normally closing said slot, walls ex-
tending from the ends of said back wall inwardly

.over the end portions of the wall that overlies
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the inner face of said back wall, walls extending
from the upper edges of the walls at the ends of
sald back wall downwardly between the wall that
overlies the back wall and sald end walls, means

‘for detachably securing the lower edges of the -

‘walls that extend downwardly from the upper
edges of the end walls to the lower edges of the
latter, spaced walls extending from the lower
edge of the back wall upwardly over the outer
faces of the end walls, a wall disposed between
said spaced walls and extending upwardly over
"the central portion of the wall that projects
downwardly from the tcp of the back wall, the
sides of the wall that is arranged between said
‘spaced walls projecting between the inner edges
of the end walls and the walls that project down-
wardly from the upper edges thereof, with
separately formed walls positioned between the
end portions of the. wall that projects down-
wardly from the upper edge of the back wall and
the walls that extend downwardly from the up-
per edges of the inwardly folded end walls and
with portions at the inner ends of said separately
formed walls positioned between the inner end

‘portions of said end walls and the walls that

extend downwardly firom the upper edges
thereof.

7. A bill fold formed from a single piece of
thin, flexible material and comprising a2 back
wall, a wall projecting from the upper edge of
said back wall downwardly against the inner
face of sald back wall, there being a longitu-

2,301,259

dinally disposed slot formed in the wall that
projects downwardly from the upper edge of
sald back wall, readily releasable slide fastening

. means for normally closing said slot, walls ex-
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tending from the ends of said back wall inwardly
over the end portions of the wall that overlies
the inner face of said back wall, walls extending
from the upper edges of the walls at the ends
of said back wall downwardly between the wall
that overlies the back wall and said end walls, -
means for detachably securing the lower edges’
of the walls that extend downwardly from the
upper edges of the end walls to the lower edges
of the latter, spaced walls extending from the

. lower edge -of the back wall upwardly over the

outer faces of the end walls, a wall disposed be- -
tween said spaced walls and extending upwardly
over the central portion of the wall that projects
downwardly from the top of the back wall, the.
sides of the wall that is arranged between said
spaced walls projectmg between the inner edges
of the end walls and the walls that project down-
wardly from the upper edges thereof, a sepa-
rately formed wall positioned behind one of the
spaced walls that extend upwardly from the
lower edge of the back wall, the end portions of
which separately formed wall overlap each other
in front of the wsll behind which the separately
formed wall is positioned and readily detachable
means for securing said overlapping portions
to each other.
LESTER L. SHERWOOD.




