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The invention described herein, if patented, may 
be manufactured and used by or for the Govern 
ment for governmental purposes without the pay 
ment to me of any royalty thereon. 
My invention relates to a protective hood, and 

more particularly to a head covering consisting 
of a flat sheet of flexible material and draw 
String means arranged in such a manner that the 
sheet can be draped about the head of the Wearer. 

Hoods, head scarves and similar items of ap 
parel have been used for immemorial times, and 
are well known to the art. A shortcoming com 
mon to most of them is the difficulty of fastening 
them. Securely about the head of the wearer to 
prevent accidental displacement of the hood. 
This invention thus has as one of its prin 

cipal objects a hood which is so dimensioned that 
it will adequately protect the head and neck of 
the Wearer, and which is Securable in place by 
simple draWstring means arranged in a novel 
fashion. : . . . . - 
Another object of this invention is a protective 

hood, the body of which may be inexpensively 
fabricated from a single flat blank of flexible 
Sheet laterial. 
A further object of this invention is a com 

pactly foldable item of apparel, flat when not in 
use, and conforming to the shape of the head 
Of the Wearer when in use. 
These and other objects of the present in 

vention will appear more fully as the following 
description of a preferred embodiment thereof 
proceeds in connection With the appended draw 
ing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a head covering : 
in accordance with my invention, in use; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective View of a modification 
of the device illustrated in Fig. 1, showing a head 
covering in accordance with my invention as an 
integral part of a raincape; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the head covering illus 
trated in Fig. 1, when not in use; and 

Fig. 4 is a detailed sectional perspective view 
of a portion of the head covering shown in Fig. 3. 
at the location of line 4-4 thereon. 
More particularly, reference numeral to de 

notes a flat sheet of flexible material, constituting 
the body of the head covering. The size of sheet 
ft) must be sufficiently large to protect the head, 
and preferably part or all of the shoulders of the 
Wearer, and thus is SOmewhat larger than a con 
ventional head scarf. As a head and shoulder 
covering, sheet to has a substantially straight 
edge and an arcuate edge 2. The edge 
forms an uninterrupted chord joining the ends 
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Of the ac of edge 2. The arc of edge 2 should 
preferably be so curved that when the covering 
is draped about the shoulders of the wearer and 
the drawstrings (which will be presently dis 
CuSSed in greater detail) are tightened, the pe 
riphery of the lower edge will be substantially 
equidistant from the ground on the body of an 
aVerage-size Wearer. 
To drape sheet f about the head of the wearer, 

it is equipped with a pair of drawstrings 3, 4. 
Drawstrings 3 and iá are endwise fastened to 
sheet at Spaced points 5, 6 at or near edge 
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are equidistant from the center of edge . 
path of drawstrings 3 and 4 is defined by arcu 

, and at a sufficient distance from the center of 
edge to permit the portion of edge bounded 
by the aforementioned fastening points to frame 
the head of the wearer. To assure symmetrical 
draping of the head covering, points 5 and 6 

The 

ate dra WString-housing 7 which has its termi 
nals at points. 5 and 6. Drawstring-housing 
is Suitably Secured to sheet by heat-sealing the 
parallel edges 8, 9 of the former to the latter, 
or by Stitching or by other suitable means. Arcu 
ate drawstring housing a should run substan 
tially concentric with arcuate edge 2 of the 
sheet, in order that the latter may drape around 
the body of the wearer in a graceful manner. By 
heat-sealing the drawstring housing 7 to the 
sheet, the Strength of the latter is increased, and 
Weakening of the structure by needle holes, which 
Would result from conventional stitching, is 
avoided. DraWStrings 3 and 4 thus run par 
allel in an arcuate path defined by edges 8 and 
is of draWString-housing 7 and by housing 7 
and sheet themselves. The free end of draw 
String A extends beyond and protrudes from the 
terminal of housing near point 6, the fasten. 
ing point of drawstring 3. Likewise, the free 
end of dra WString 3 extends beyond and protrudes 
from the terminal of housing near point 5, 
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the fastening point of drawstring 4. 
An elongated edge Strip 2 is joined to sheet 

along its straight edge , preferably by heat 
Sealing. Edge strip 20 serves as a reinforcement 
of edge and as a means for afixing the fast 
ends of drawstrings 3 and 4 to the hood; as 
Shown in Figures 3 and 4, edge strip 20 is locally 
Separated from sheet 0 at drawstring attach 
ment pointS 5 and 6 in order to enable draw 
Strings 3 and 4 to be conveniently tied to edge 
Strip 20. 
The area. A of sheet fo, enclosed by edge 8 

of housing T and by that portion of edge 
Which lies between points 5 and 6, thus con 
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stitutes the head covering, while area B of sheet 
10, which lies beyond housing 7, constitutes a 
shoulder covering (as shown in Fig. 1). 
When in use, that portion of edge of sheet 0 

which lies between drawstring terminals 5 and 
6 frames the face of the wearer, while housing 

| 7 surrounds the neck of the wearer. By adjust 
ing drawstrings 3 and f4, housing 7 and that 
portion of sheet O which is fastened thereto are 
suitably tightened to provide a secure fastening 
of the hood and a tight seal against rain, Snow, 
etc. 
While the size of area A of sheet 0 is prede 

termined by the surface of a human head, the size 
of area, B may be chosen at will. If no shoulder 
protection is desired, edge 2 of sheet 0 may be 
made to coincide with outer edge 9 of housing 
it, and area B thus eliminated altogether. If the 
average distance of edge 2 of sheet 9 from hous 
ing 7 is in the order of 1 ft., more or less, the 
outer area B of sheet f provides an adequate 
shoulder drape. Area B may be Still further en 
larged by increasing the average distance be 
tween edge 2 and housing it to Several feet, 
which results in the raincape structure shown in 
Fig. 2, comprising a head covering A' correspond 
ing in size to portion A of the embodiment shown 
in Fig. 1, but having a large body-covering por 
tion B' integral with portion A. Buttons or 
analogous conventional fastening means (not 
shown) may be provided at the fly front of Such 
a Cape. 
Any waterproof or water-repellant flexible ma 

terial is suitable for the manufacture of the pro 
tective hood described in the foregoing part of my 
specification. For rapid and secure assembly of 
body and drawstring-housing, of the hood, I pre 
fer the use of conventional plastic heat-sealable 
material for both, but do not desire to limit the 
Scope of my invention to such material. 

I am aware that hoods, preformed in three 
dimensional shape to correspond roughly to the 
configuration of a human head, and equipped 
with drawstring means, are known to the art, and 
I do not desire to encompaSS Such devices. With 
ing the scope of my invention. 

It Will thus be seen that I have provided a sin 
ple, inexpensive and durable protective covering 
for the head and adjacent body portions of the 
user, Which can be conveniently carried in a pock 
et, handbag, pouch, or inside a hat When not in use. 
Its applications are necessarily wide; while emi 
nently useful in protecting members of the military 
forces against inclemencies of the weather, it is 
equally Suitable for analogous use by other per 
sons. Obviously, the preferred embodiment of 
my invention described above and illustrated in 
the drawing, as well as the modification thereof 
likewise described in the aforementioned places, 
is capable of changes in dimensions or minor vari 
ations in arrangement of the component, parts 
Without departing from the spirit of my inven 
tion, which variations thus fall within the scope 
thereof. I therefore desire to be limited in the 
coverage of my invention. Only by the appended 
claims. 
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4. 
I claim: 
1. A head covering comprising a flat sheet of 

flexible material having a straight edge and an 
arcuate edge, said straight edge forming a sub 
stantially uninterrupted chord joining the ends 
of said arcuate edge, arcuate drawstring-housing 
means associated with Said sheet Substantially 
concentrically with said arcuate sheet edge, said 
means ending in a pair of terminals located proX 
imate said straight edge of said sheet, and a pair 
of parallel drawstrings in Said housing means, 
One of Said drawstrings being fixed proximate One 
of Said terminals and having a free end extend 
ing beyond the other of said terminals, and the 
other of said drawstrings being fixed proximate 
Said other terminal and having a free end ex 
tending beyond the first-named terminal, said 
Straight edge being adapted to conform to the 
contours of the face of the Wearer and said arcu 
ate edge being adapted to drape about the body 
of the wearer below the neck substantially equi 
distantly from the ground along the periphery of 
Said arcuate edge. When said drawstrings are 
tightened. 

2. A head covering comprising a flat sheet of 
flexible material having a straight edge and an 
arcuate edge, Said straight edge forming a sub 
stantially uninterrupted chord joining the ends 
of said arcuate edge, an elongated edge strip 
joined to Said sheet along said straight edge, ar 
Cuate drawstring-housing means aSSociated with 
Said sheet Substantially concentrically with said 
aircuate sheet edge, Said means ending in a pair 
of terminals located proximate said straight edge 
of Said sheet, and a pair of parallel drawstrings 
in Said housing means, one of Said drawstrings 
being fixed to said edge strip proximate one of 
Said terminals and having a free end extending 
beyond the other of said terminals, and the other 
of Said dra WStrings being fixed to said edge strip 
proximate Said other terminal and having a free 
end extending beyond the first-named terminal, 
said Straight edge being adapted to conform to 
the contours of the face of the wearer and said 
arcuate edge being adapted to drape about the 
body of the Wearer below the neck substantially 
equidistantly from the ground along the peripil 
ery of Said arcuate edge When said drawstrings 
are tightened. 

JOSEPH DE GRAZIA. 
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