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No. 792,280.

UNITED STATES

Patented June 183, 1005,

PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT NELSON, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNTA.

RESTAURANT CHECKING SYSTEM.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 792,280, dated June 13, 1905,
Application filed December 27,1901, Serial No, 87,449, :

Lo all wlom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ArLzert NeLsox, asub-
jectof the King of Sweden and Norway, resid-
Ing at San Francisco, in the county of San
Francisco and Stale of California, have in-
vented eertain new and useful Inprovements
in Restaurant Checking Systems, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved res-
taurant checking system, the object of my in-
vention being to provide a system of checks
and other devices in connection therewith by
means of which considerable advantage will
be obtained in the making out of orders by
the customer, in the filling of said orders, in
the payment thereof, in the checking up of
said payments by the cashier, and in various
other ways incidental to the restaurant busi-
ness.

Among other advantages obtained by my
improved system the following may be par-
ticularly mentioned: First, the system saves
time both to the guest, waiter, and to the boolk-
keeper or cashier; secondly, it provides a per-
fect sateguard against errors or dishonesty
on the part of the waiter, as well as other em-
ployees; thirdly, it furnishes the waiter with
areceipt for every check and the money there-
for handed by him to the cashier; fourthly, it
assists in itemizing the number of checksused
and the number of guests served by each
waiter, also separately the totals of the orders
from the kitcher. from the bar, and from the

cigar-counter; fifthly, it furnishes more accu-

rate service; sixthly, it assists the guest in
selecting his order; seventhly, after once in-
troduced the daily cost of operation of this
system amounts to no more than the printer’s
bill.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of arestaurant check-book
made under my improved system, the top
cover being broken away to savespace. Fig.
2 is a ~similar view showing the inside of the
back cover, the checks themselves being
broken away to save space. Fig. 3 is a view
of a bill of fare having a facsimile of a check
attached thereto.

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen

50 that the checks «are furnished in book form,

each book containing fifty or more checks
bound together in any suitable manner. Said
checks may be of any size, paper, or color.
Each check is attached along a perforated
line 4 to a stub ¢ at the top, said stubs being 55
all bound together in a book, as shown, so that
when the checks themselves are detached the
stubs will remain bound in the book. The
cheek has printed thereon for the use of -the
guests, first, a coluinn ¢, in which will be 6o
written the number of - portions required of
each article ordered: next, a column ¢, con-
aining on the left a printed general descrip-
tion thercof; lastly, on the right a column 7/
for the price of the article. Opposite the line 65
for the total are the printed words ** Kitchen
orders,” and below the same are printed the
words “*Beer, wine, liquors” on one line, the
total price of these being earried out on one
line, as shown, and below these are the words 70
(YWY . . .

Cigars. cigarettes™ on another line. The
totals for these are carried out separately from
that for the kitchen orders and are added
thereto, as shown, to obtain the total amount.
The waiter will then write in a space ¢ pro- 75
vided therefor in the upper right-hand corner
the number of the table and in another space,

A, the number of persons. He will also write
in a space ¢ his own number for the purpose
of identification. The check and an indelible 8o
pencil will be handed to the guest, who will
then write upon the check the name of the
article which he desires to order, the number
of portions thercof, and the price and will

‘hand the same to the waiter. 85

An important advantage arising from this
system is that the waiter.can take a number
of orders from different parties at the same
time with less chance of making & mistake as
to the dishes to be served to each party, for go
at any time he can refer to the order itself,
which will show that the particular dish about
which he is in doubt is intended for acertain
table. '

In order to insure against fraud on the part 95 .
of the waiter, I provide a bill of fare (shown
at /7 in Fig. 3) having attached thereto on the
left-hand s'de a facsimile of the check which
is to be presented to the guest, said facsimile
having printed thereon in red ink, as shown 100
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at Z, a notice or caution not to pay a hill pre-
sented upon another check. Matter in red
ink in a check and bill of fare is indicated in
the drawings by underlining the words. . For
further sccurity it is to be noticed that at the
bottom of the two pages (page 1 showing the
faesimile and page 2 showing the bill of fare)
is printed a sentence of reading-matter ex-
tending right across the whole sheet, so that
if itisattempted to present a bill of fare with-
out the facsimile attached thereto the guest
will be immediately apprised of the fact that
a page has been torn off. This will also be
indicated by the statement in red letters ex-
tending along the left margin of the page 2
that ““On the other side (page 1)is a facsimile
of the check and bill—never subject to
change.” 1tis therefore practically impossi-
ble for the waiter to present undetected 2 bill
of fare without having the facsimile of the
check attached thereto, and, again, the fac-
simile of the check apprises the guest of the
exact character of the check which is prasent-
ed to him when making his order. On the
facsimile of the check attached to the bill of
fare is written the name of the head waiter,
so that the guest knows what signature should
appear as that of the head waiter upon the
bill presented tohim. Thesamehead waiter's
signature that appears on the facsimile must
appear on the check. After the meal and be-
fore presenting the check for payment the
waiter will obtain the signature of the head
waiter in a space » provided therefor at the
foot of the page. Below this is also a notice
to the effect that the bill must not be collected
without this signature. The waiter will now
hand the money and check to the cashier, who
will stamp or write his narie in the space »
provided therefor on the stub and will write
on the said stub the number of the waiter and
the amount of money presented by him in
spaces p ¢, respectively, provided therefor.
In this way the waiter will have in the stubs
of his check-book a series of receipts from the
cashier for the amounts of money turned in.

Each check and the corresponding stub has
printed thereon in red ink the book-number
2 and also the check-number «. The book-
number is the same for all the checks of each
book, while the check-numbers run through-

- out the book from ““1” to *‘50” or whatever

55

6o

is the number of the checks in the book. It
is thus possible to positively identity any
particular check of the same restaarant.
For the purpose of distinguishing between
check-books and checks of different restau-
rants each restaurant has printed upon the
stuband on the check the trade-mark or other
distinguishing deviee 7 of said restaurant.

The cashier on receiving the checks from
the different waiters will arrange all the
checks from the same waiter together in nu-
merical order. Co.

On the inside of the back cover v of each
book are printed various blanks to.le filled
in, the nature of the blanks being sufliciently
indicated by the printed matter opposite the
same, and are also printed the rules to be ob-
served in cennection with said system.

By means of this system it is practically im-
possible for the waiter to destroy a check and
appropriate the money received with said
check..  Thus, for instance, should the waiter
destroy check No. 15 the cashier in arrang-
ing the checks in numerical order will come
to a gap between the numbers ‘14, 16” and
will instantly call the waiter up and inquire
for the check No. 15, and the waiter will be
obliged to produce the same, it being one of
the rules of the system that the waiter shall
personally return to the office all unused
checks. (Sce rule No. 7 in Fig. 2.)

The edges of the book have formed therein
asmall cut » on the perforated line 2, the pur-
pose of these edges being to hold a rubber
hand around the boole,

The covers of the book have also printed
thereon the number of the book, as shown at
« 1 dotted lines in Fig. 2. :

I claim— .

1. In a checking system for restaurants or
thelike, acheck-book, comprising stubs hound
in the book, checks removably attached there-
to, said stubs and checks having each marked
thereon the book-number and also the check-
number, the stubs having thereon a blank ap-
propriately designated for the signature of
the cashier, the checks having thereon a
blank appropriately designated for the signa-
ture of the head waiter, and said stubs and
checks having marked thereon the trade-mark
or other sign of the restaurant extending
across the line of division between the stub
and check, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a checking system for restaurants or
the like, in combination with checks detach-
ably connected with stubs bound in a book, a

sheet of two pages having printed on one

page a bill of fare and on the opposite page a
facsimile of the check, substantially as de-
scribed. :

3. In a checking system for restaurants or
the like, in combination with a restaurani-
check, a sheet of two pages on one of which
is printed the bill of fare, and on the oppo-
site page of which is printed a facsimile of
the check, and having also a line of printed
matter extending across both pages, substan-
tially as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

v ALBERT NELSON.
Witnesses:

Fraxcis M. Wrianr,

Joux H. Fisuge.
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