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UNITED STATES
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CIIARLES ROZELT, OF HUTCHINSON, KANSAS.

BILLET-LOOP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent Wo. 571,689, dated November 17, 1896.
Application filed November 23,1895, Serial No, 569,855, (No model)

To wll wioin @6 1l concerii:

Beit knownthat I, CHARLES ROZELL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Hutehin-
son, in the county of Reno and State of Ian-
sas, have invented a new and useful Billet-
Loop, of which the following is aspecification.

This invention relates to billet-loops of the
type which comprise twin or double loops
used in conneetion with harness or straps
passing upon opposite sides of the buckle.

One of the main objects of the invention is
to preserve a proper space for the passing
of the side straps through the loops disposed
upou. opposite sides of the middle strap and
to prevent the turning of the loop upon the
middle strap at the expense.of the loop upon
one or the other side thereof.

A further purpose is to enable the end of
the loop to be butted against the adjacent end
of the buckle and hold the latter in the bight
of the strap to which it is secured without
binding against or interfering with the free
movements of the buckle-tongue.

A still further purpose is to guard against
the slipping of one of the side straps when
tightening the straps to which the loop is
fitted and to improve the general construc-
tion of double or twin billet-loops, whereby

their efficiency, durability, and usefulnessare

augmented.

The improvement consists of the novel con-
struetion which hereinafter will be more par-
ticularly described, illustrated, and finally
claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of theimproved billet-loop, showing it
applied to a hame-strap. Tig. 2 is a central
longitudinal section thereof. Tig.3isa plan
section on the line X X of Fig. 1. Fig. 4is
a detail perspective view of the loop.

The same reference-numerals denote cor-
responding and like parts in all the figures
of the drawings. '

It will be understood that the loop is de-
signed for general application and can Dbe
used in conneetion with reversible harness,
breast, pole, hame, breeching, and other
straps, which are designed to be passed
through loops upon either or both sides of
the strap carrying the buekle.

The loop in general appearance approxi-
mates the form of atriangle in side elevation

and is composed of similar gide pieces 1 of
substantially ¥ form and connecting eross-
bars 2, 3, and 4, the cross-bar 2 being dis-
posed at the angle of the members or branches
comprising the side pieces and the bars 3
and 4 being arranged at the ends of the said
branches or members. A notch or depres-
sion § is provided in the front side of the
cross-bar 2 midway of its ends and is de-
signed to come opposite the heel or butt of
the buckle-tongue to provideample ¢learance,
so as not to bind against or interfere with the
free movements of the said tongue, and at the
same time making provision for the butting
of the cross-bar 2 against the adjacent side
of the buckle-frame and holding the latter
snugly in the bight of the strap 6. Ilanges
7 are provided on the inner faces of the side
pieces 1 and merge into the cross-bar 2 and
are disposed in a plane passing through the
cross-bar 2 and midway between the cross-
bars 3 and 4, and these flanges are of a suffi-
cient length, being about a half inch, so as
to come between the strap 6 and its folded
end portion and wholly obviate the rocking
or turning of the loop upon the said strap 6.
The flanges 7 decrease in thickness as they
recede from the cross-bhax 2, thereby conform-
ing fo the tapering space generally formed
between the strap 6 and its folded end. The
rivet 8§ for connecting and fastening the
folded end portion of the strap 6 occupies
the space between the flanges 7 and imme-
diatelyin the rear of the cross-bar 2. Hence
the flanges 7 are firmly held between the por-
tions of the strap upon opposite sides of the
rivet, thereby guarding against the turning
or rocking of the loop upon its supporting-
strap after the parts have been properly as-
sembled.

The flanges 7, in addition to preventing
the rocking of the billet upon the strap, serve
to strengthen the side pieces 1 and admit of
the latter being made comparatively thimn,
and these flanges tapering in thickness pro-
vide for the billet being drawn from the mold
after being cast. DMoreover, the space be-
tween the inner edges of the flanges 7 re-

“ceives the rivet 8 and enables the latter to

oceupy a position intermediate of the ends of
the flanges, thereby insuring the billetagainst
rocking or tilting upon the strap. It fre-
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quently happens that a hillet is cut from: an
old.and worn' strap and: placed upon a new
strap. - If the flanges 7 were united at their
inner edges: to form a plate or bar and the
latter apertured to receive the rivet; the lat-
ter. would. mecessarily: have to 'be cut: or
punched from the billet  in addition to eut-
ting the strap, in order to admit of the billet
being detached. . By the present invention
this tedious and difficult operation is avoided,
aund the billet can be removed from the strap
simply by cutting the folded end of the lat-
ter, as the flanges 7 pass upon each' side of
the: rivet 8§ and will pass by the latter when
thebillet is advanced toward the eut or folded
end of the strap.

A stud 9 is provided oun the inner side of

one of the rear cross-bars, as 4, and islocated |
at a central pointithereof and projects toward

the cross-bar 8 and is intended: to:engage
with the strap: 10, passing through the space
11, so0 asto retain the said strap against acci-
dental slipping or movement when adjusting
and tightening :the straps to be drawn to-
gether. . It is; mot absolutely necessary that
the stud 9 be provided, as for general usethe
loop will ‘be just as effieient, but for special
purposes it:is desirable to: employ the stud
for the reason herein given. A space 12, cor-
responding tothe space 11, is formed between
the-eross-bar 3 and the'bar 2 and receivesthe
strap to be passed therethroughi: The angle

formed between the branches or members of
the side pieces 1is obtuse, thereby providing
sufficient metal between the said members to
prevent them from being brought together in:
the event of the loop being brought in forci-
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ble: contact with a post, thill, or other hard
and unyielding obstacle.  The flanges 7 'in
addition to the function herein set forth also
serve to'strengthen :and brace theside pieces
1, as is obvious.

ITaving thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

An improved article iof manufacture, a
double or twin billet-loop construected sub-
stantially as specified and comprising side
pieces of approximately triangular or V form,
cross-bars extending in parallel relation and
connecting the side pieces at their angles,; theé
front' cross-bar having its: sides flat :and
notched in its front edge to afford clearance
for the butt-end of the buckle-tongue, a: stud
extending inwardly from a rear cross-bar to
engage with and fix the position of a: strap
passing through the adjacent loop, and longi-
tudinal flanges on the inner faces of the side
piecesinthe same straightline with the front
cross-bar and extending in a' plané passing
through the front eross-bar and midway be-
tween the rear cross-bars, said longitudinal
flanges gradually decreasing inithickness to-
ward their rear ends and having a space be-
tween their inner edges to admitof the rivet
securing the folded end of the strap oceupy-
ing a position intermediate the front and rear
ends of the flanges, substantially as set forth:

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘my own I'have hereto affixed my signatiire in

the presence of two: witnesses.
CHARLES ROZELTL,
Witnesses:
CHARLEY W. BRYANT,
ALBERT E. SEAMAN.
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